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A MESSAGE FROM 
PRINCIPAL JONES

“LEAD THE PACK, FIND YOUR PATH, & HOWL WITH PURPOSE”

Huskies,
This week at Howard Middle has been a powerful reminder of what happens when students, families, and staff work side by side. Our volleyball team captured the league championship; a victory built on countless hours of practice and the steady encouragement of families who cheered from the stands and carpooled to games. Their success reflects more than athletic skill. It also highlights resilience, teamwork, and the belief that every point matters. We are so proud of these student-athletes and the way they represent our school’s spirit.
Family engagement continued Tuesday evening with our Open House, where hallways buzzed with conversations between parents, teachers, and students. The energy was incredible as families visited classrooms, asked questions, and witnessed firsthand the learning that takes place each day. We now look ahead to our upcoming student-led conferences when students will share their own academic progress and set goals for the months ahead. These conferences reinforce an essential message: students take ownership of their learning when they know their families are listening and supporting them.
On Wednesday, progress reports went home with students, offering another opportunity for families to stay connected to the learning journey. We encourage you to review these reports together, celebrate successes, and discuss strategies for continued growth. These conversations, even when brief, strengthen the bridge between home and school. As the week closes, our softball team is preparing for an all-day league championship tournament on Saturday. Their determination and teamwork have been inspiring, and we invite the entire community to come out and show Husky pride as they compete for the title.

One small moment this week captures the heart of Howard Middle. After the volleyball championship win, a mother and father raced from the bleachers onto the court, arms outstretched toward their daughter. Overcome with emotion, the player buried her face in their embrace, tears of joy streaming down as they held each other tight. In that instant, the celebration became more than a victory on the scoreboard. Tt became a testament to the strength of family support and the deep connections that make every accomplishment meaningful. Thank you for bringing that same spirit to our classrooms, events, and everyday interactions. Your presence turns our school into a true community where every student knows they are seen, valued, and loved.
Principal Jones
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Huskies,
 
This week at Howard Middle School has been a powerful reminder that learning is not just about content, it is about
growth, reflection, and resilience. Our students continue to show up each day ready to engage, even when
schedules shift or routines are interrupted. We have talked a great deal with staff about the importance of rituals
and routines, especially during shorter or unusual weeks. Parents, your partnership in reinforcing consistent
routines at home such as bedtimes, homework expectations, and device boundaries makes a significant difference
in how prepared students feel when they walk through our doors each morning.
 
Earlier this week, we administered the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), often called “The
Nation’s Report Card,” to a select group of our students. The federal government selects specific schools, grade
levels, and students to participate, and we were proud of how seriously our students approached the opportunity.
Assessments like NAEP help provide a broader snapshot of how students across the country are performing and
allow us to reflect on our instructional practices. While this is just one measure, we continue focusing daily on
authentic learning experiences that build critical thinking, perseverance, and the ability for students to check
their own understanding.
 
As we move deeper into the semester, much of our planning is centered on finishing strong this year while
preparing thoughtfully for the next. Our leadership team has been engaged in conversations around school
safety, technology planning, data reflection, and strengthening communication systems to better serve families.
Everything we do behind the scenes is designed to ensure your child has a safe, supportive, and engaging learning
environment. We are committed not only to academic growth but also to creating positive learning environments
where every student feels seen, valued, and challenged.
 
Registration forms for Connections Classes for the 2026–2027 school year were sent home on February 23 to all
current 6th and 7th graders. If you have not yet returned the signed form, please send it in as soon as possible so
we can begin building next year’s schedule. These selections help us ensure students are placed in courses that
align with their interests and talents. Taking time to talk with your child about their interests and long-term goals
can help them make thoughtful choices that support their growth.
 
We are also excited to share that Channel 41 WMGT has nominated Howard Middle School for the Viewers’ Choice
Awards 2026 in the Community Category of Public Schools. This nomination reflects the hard work of our students,
staff, and families, and it speaks to the pride our community has in our school. We would love for you to show your
Husky Pride by voting daily at https://www.41nbc.com/votenow/ and encouraging friends and family to do the same.
Your support helps highlight the incredible things happening at Howard Middle School.
 
I want to close with a moment I witnessed this week. A student stayed after class to ask a teacher for clarification,
not because he was failing, but because he wanted to truly understand. That small act represents something
powerful: ownership. When students begin to advocate for themselves, reflect on their learning, and take
initiative, they are not just completing assignments. They are discovering who they are becoming. That is what it
means to Follow the PACK…Finding Your Path. Each step, each question, and each effort to grow moves our students
closer to the path uniquely designed for them.
 
Thank you for your continued partnership and support. We have Open House Tuesday 5:30 – 7:00.
 
H2…You Know!
 
Principal Jones
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gIRLS Soccer
3/7/26
@Ed Defore
11:15am

bOYS Soccer
3/7 /26
@Ed defore
12:15pm

baseball
3/5/26
@Howard High
5:00pm

track
3/4/26
@Thompson
5:00pm

ATHLETICSATHLETICSATHLETICSATHLETICS

SCHEDULE  

“SPORT”LIGHT
Cheer had a GREAT seaon this year! Be
on the lookout for tryout information

coming soon!
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Here is criteria
for our

upcoming
PBIS Event 
in March!!

Please
encourage
studens to
follow the

PACK so they
are eligible to

attend!
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8th GRADE WORD COUNT in AR: 5,931,938 (+1,163,069 from last pull on 10/24)7th GRADE WORD COUNT in AR: 9,603,945 (+7,798,477 from last pull on 10/24)
🐐6th GRADE🐐 WORD COUNT in AR: 12,207,395…
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BOOK CHALLENGE
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September is National Literacy Month. Supporting Dr. Sims’ Push towards Excellence for Everyone and GEAR UP’s college focus, CISCG would like to provide a SAT Word Challenge for the month of September.September is National Literacy Month. Supporting Dr. Sims’ Push towards Excellence for Everyone and GEAR UP’s college focus, CISCG would like to provide a SAT Word Challenge for the month of September.September is National Literacy Month. Supporting Dr. Sims’ Push towards Excellence for Everyone and GEAR UP’s college focus, CISCG would like to provide a SAT Word Challenge for the month of September.

HOWARD MIDDLE SCHOOL SKILLSUSA 

BROUGHT HOME THEIR 5  STATE

CHAMPIONSHIP THIS YEAR!!

TH

THEY WERE ALSO AWARDED THE HIGHEST

CHAPTER OF DISTINCTION AWARD AND

RECIEVED GOLD STATUS!

AlSO BUY A 
YEARBOOK

TODAY!!!


