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March 6, 2026  

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), passed by the U.S. Congress and signed into law on 

December 10, 2015, requires that all students be taught by highly effective, certified teachers. This 

means teachers must meet the state’s qualification and licensing requirements for the grade levels 

and subjects they teach. If a student is taught for four (4) consecutive weeks by a teacher who is not 

certified, parents must be notified.  

We are fortunate that Martha Whitaker will be serving as a substitute for your child’s PE class while 

Coach Cooper is away. While Ms. Whitaker does not currently hold a teaching certification, she has 

experience supporting students at Dutch Fork Elementary School and is dedicated to ensuring a 

positive and active learning environment. Coach Cooper is expected to return in April.  

My staff and I will continue to monitor this class to ensure students receive quality instruction and 

maintain progress in physical education. If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s 

PE class, please contact me at 476-3900 or via email at rdilley@lexrich5.org.  

Sincerely,  

Rebecca Dilley  

Rebecca Dilley  

Principal, Dutch Fork Elementary 


