MO 012926

PARK RIDGE BOARD OF EDUCATION

MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES

Date: January 29, 2026
Public Started: 6:00 P.M.
Private Started: 6:05 P.M.
Public Started: 7:04 P.M.
Public Ended: 8:15 P.M.

HIGH SCHOOL LITTLE THEATER

I.  Roll Call

A.Wagner R.Malloy N.Agoos C.Amitrano M. Rozzi R.Browne D. Bradler
X X A A X X X

Also Present:

R. Gamper R.Wright S. Eveland

II. Pledge of Allegiance - was led by Board President, David Bradler.

IIl. Open Public Meetings Statement - was read by Board President, David
Bradler.

This is to advise the general public and to instruct that it be recorded in the minutes that in compliance
with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975, entitled the “Open Public Meetings Act,” the Park Ridge
Board of Education on January 27, 2026 caused to be posted at the Office of the Board of Education
located at 85 Pascack Road, Park Ridge, New Jersey and on January 27, 2026 sent to The Record, 1
Garret Mountain Plaza, P.O. Box 471, Woodland Park, NJ 07424-0471 and The Ridgewood News, 41
Oak Street, Ridgewood, NJ 07450-3805 and on January 27, 2026 delivered to the Office of the
Municipal Clerk of Park Ridge and the Park Ridge Public Library a meeting notice setting forth the time,
date and location of this meeting.

IV. Adjournment to Private Session

Private Closed Session was read by President Bradler.

The Park Ridge Board of Education will adjourn into private session to discuss item(s), which fall
within specific exceptions contained in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b.

Be it resolved that the Board will now go into private session to discuss matters rendered
confidential due to the nature of pending or anticipated litigation, attorney client privilege and
personnel — employment matters affecting a specific, prospective or current employee privilege.
Any discussion held by the Board, which need not remain confidential, will be made public as soon
as practical. Minutes of the private session will not be disclosed until the need for confidentiality
no longer exists. All appropriate persons, who may be discussed in private session, have been
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adequately notified (RICED — in accordance with Policy #0162, Notice of Board Meetings by the
Board Secretary/Business Administrator).

Motion, second and vote to enter into private session at 6:05 pm.
M: RB S: AW

AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
Y Y A A Y Y Y

Private Session Agenda

The Regular Session of the Board of Education was recalled at 7:04 pm.

M: AW S: MR
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

V. Minutes for Approval

Monthly Meeting December 15, 2025 Board Approved

M: RB S: AW
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
Y Ab A A Ab Y Y

VI. Special Presentations to the Board - None

VII. Hearing of Citizens- None

Agenda Items Only

Hearing of Citizens will be restricted to three minutes per person for a total of fifteen minutes for
comments on agenda items only. The Board bears no responsibility, nor will it be liable for any
comments made by the public. Please be advised that all comments are maintained as a matter
of public record.

VIII. Student Representative’s Report -None

IX. President’s Report

Mr. Bradler reported that there was a play going on this weekend. He also announced that he has become
a Certified Board Member. He then reminded everyone that New Jersey School Boards would be
conducting a meeting on 2/3/26 to get input on hiring the next Superintendent.

X. Superintendent’s Report

& HIB Update

Dr. Gamper reported that there was one HIB to report at West Ridge. None at the other locations.
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He mentioned that the Theater project is moving along. The district is working with a lighting consultant.
They are anticipating going out to bid in the spring. The Fall Sports awards will be presented at the
February meeting. He mentioned that several teams had won League titles. He then wished the winter
sports teams good luck stating that both the Girls and Boys basketball teams were in the playoffs.

Park Ridge will always hold a special place in his heart.

XI. BOE Committee Reports

Buildings and Grounds — discussed the Theater project. The East Brook PTO discussed their project to
upgrade the teacher lounge. They also discussed security cameras. The costs are still higher than they
had hoped. They are still discussing potential ways to bring the cost down. They stressed that the current
security is still fine and children are safe. The committee also discussed the need to repair the Gym
bleachers. The Heating system in the gym is also not functioning properly and needs repairs. Finally, they
discussed the need for a five-year facility plan, which will cover items like the turf blanket replacement,
refinishing the track, replacing the roofs and bridge repairs.

There will be a Finance meeting on Monday and an Educational committee meeting on Tuesday.

XIl. Supplemental Agenda

Supplemental resolutions, if any, will be available the night of the meeting.

XIII. Consent Agenda

The Board reviewed the consent agenda. Ms. Wagner asked who paid for the amounts in item P6. Dr.
Gamper confirmed that it is Ramapo College. The Consent agenda passed as follows:

M: AW S: RM
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
Y Y A A Y Y Y

XIV. Hearing of Citizens -None

Hearing of Citizens will be restricted to three minutes per person for a total of fifteen minutes for
comments on non-agenda items only. The Board bears no responsibility, nor will it be liable for
any comments made by the public. Please be advised that all comments are maintained as a
matter of public record.

XV. Adjournment - 7:13 pm

M:RB S: AW
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
Y Y A A Y Y Y

Robert Wright
Business Administrator/
Board Secretary
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RESOLUTIONS FOR CONSENT AGENDA (XIII)

EDUCATION RESOLUTIONS

Be it resolved, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools in conjunction with
the Business Administrator/Board Secretary that the following actions be taken:

El. The Park Ridge Board of Education accepts the suspension, truancy and HIB reports from the
Superintendent for the month of January with (4) Out of School suspensions, (1) In School
suspension, and no truancy to report.

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

E2. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following school field trip for the 2025/26

school year:
TEACHER’S NAME DESTINATION FOR
CLASS NAME/GROUP FIELD TRIP DATE OF TRIP *
Brian Meisner NJ State DECA Competition March 3 — March 5, 2026
DECA Club Harrah’s Resort
Atlantic City, NJ

* Changes in dates will not require BOE action.

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

E3. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following school field trip for the 2025/26 school

year:
TEACHER’S NAME/CLASS/GROUP DESTINATION FOR FIELD TRIP DATE OF TRIP *
Emily Fliesser, Luke Ostrow Frost Valley June 11 —June 12, 2026
East Brook & West Ridge Grade 6 Students | Claryville, NY

* Changes in dates will not require BOE action.
M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

E4. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the tuition for the following students for the 2025/26

school year:
STUDENT PLACEMENT DATES AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED
2511-070 Windsor Bergen Academy | 12/1/25-6/30/26 $44,038.60
Ridgewood, NJ
1:1 Aide 12/1/25 - 6/30/26 $26,429.36
M: S:

AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
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ES. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the creation of the following Schedule E stipend club
Psychology Club, for the 2025/26 school year as follows:

e Trial Advisor position $500.00

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

E6. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves Frank Ingrasciotta for the 9" grade English and
English 9 Honors Writer-In-Residence program. The National Honor Society will fund the program
at a cost of $1,250.00 for 5 visits.

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

E7. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following student on home instruction, as
indicated below, subject to revision:

STUDENT DATES APPROXIMATE TIME SUBJECTS
1610 - 050 1/21/26 - 6/30/26 42 hours Algebra
1610 - 050 1/21/26 - 6/30/26 42 hours English
1610 - 050 1/21/26 - 6/30/26 42 hours Intro to Art
1610 - 050 1/21/26 - 6/30/26 42 hours Phys. Ed
1610 - 050 1/21/26 - 6/30/26 42 hours World Cultures
M: S:

AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

ES. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves Region Ill, for the following services for the 2025-26

school year:
VENDOR NAME SERVICES NOT TO EXCEED
269 - 070 Augmentative and Alternative Communication Evaluation $650.00
M: S:

AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

E9. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following after school Enrichment programs for
the period March - June 2026, subject to enrollment:

SCHOOL PROGRAM TEACHER
East Brook Sports Club Nicholas Annese
East Brook Art & Crafts Club Pam Houston
East Brook Art & Crafts Club Jacqueline Vaccaro
East Brook Game Club Gianna Gravinese
East Brook Dungeons & Dragons Kevin Gryzbek & Amber Borgersen
East Brook Environmental Club Elena Sgambati
East Brook Eco Explorers Kelly Cusato
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East Brook Movie Club Samantha Caminneci
East Brook Op-Art Krista Baumuller
East Brook Fun with Storybook Character Friends Dana Omland

East Brook Book Club starring Willodeen Dama Omland

East Brook Introduction to Kid Friendly Websites Dana Omland

East Brook Book Club Marlene Kanter

East Brook Music and Movement Monique Nyolny
West Ridge Environmental Club Elena Sgambati
West Ridge Calligraphy & Crafts Sophia Almeida
West Ridge Science Club Stephanie Hemmer
West Ridge Chess Club Janice Schmidt

West Ridge Flip Book, Comics, Crafting and More Christine Scheer
West Ridge Op-Art Krista Baumuller
West Ridge Dungeons & Dragons Kevin Gryzbek

West Ridge A Wrinkle in Time Book Club Alyssa Velazquez
West Ridge Introduction to Ballet Mindy Hong

West Ridge Story Explorers Sherri Brickman & Alexandra Mellish
West Ridge Music and Movement Monique Nyolny

S:

AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
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FINANCE RESOLUTIONS

Be it resolved, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools in conjunction with the
Business Administrator/Board Secretary that the following actions be taken:

F1. Certification Resolution: The Park Ridge Board of Education, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 (e),
certifies that the Board Secretary's December 2025 monthly financial report (appropriations
section) did not reflect an over-expenditure in any of the major accounts or funds, has not been
over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20 — 2.13(b), and based on the advice of the district
officials, we have no reason to doubt that the district has sufficient funds available to meet its
financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. The Park Ridge Board of Education also
certifies that the financial records are in compliance with Park Ridge Policy numbers 0171, 1320,
4413 and 6510. “F1”

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

F2. The Park Ridge Board of Education accepts the Cafeteria Report for the months of November and
December 2025. “F2”

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

F3. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Check Journal (List of Bills) containing Check
#052919 - 053297 in the amount of $2,705,133.50, and 901260 - 912258 ($71,702.56), and EFTs
using ACH technology #L60926 — L60976 in the amount of $52,039.56. “F3”

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

F4. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the payment of Athletic Vouchers #14369 — 14382
and #900008 in the total amount of $5,355.15. “F4”

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

F5. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves Varsity Athletic Club Voucher #1132- #1133 in the
total amount of $460.00. “F5”

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

F6. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Unemployment Compensation Voucher 1023 in
the total amount of $12,201.99.

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
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F7. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the December 2025 “Report of the Secretary” and
the “Report of the Treasurer” to the Board of Education. “F7”

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

F8. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following 2025/26 General Fund Transfers for
the month of December 2025 in the amount indicated. “F8”

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
F1.- F8. - Backup attached if required

FO9. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following:

RESOLVED, that there be authorized renewed participation in the School Employees’ Health
Benefits Program of the State of New Jersey; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the Park Ridge Board of Education hereby renews participation in the
Health Program provided by the New Jersey State Health Benefits Act of the State of New Jersey (N.J.S.A.
52:14-17.26 and N.J.S.A. 52:14-17.46.2) and to authorize coverage for the employees and dependents
thereunder in accordance with the statute and regulations adopted by the School Employee’s Health
Benefits Commission; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the Park Ridge Board of Education hereby renews participation in the
Health Program provided by the New Jersey State Health Benefits Act of the State of New Jersey (N.J.S.A.
52:14-17.26 and N.J.S.A. 52:14-17.46.2) and to authorize coverage for the employees and dependents
thereunder in accordance with the statute and regulations adopted by the School Employee’s Health
Benefits Commission; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Education renews participation in the Employee
Prescription Drug Plan defined by the N.J.S.A. 52:14-17.25 et seq. and authorizes coverage for employees
and their dependents in accordance with the statute and regulations adopted by the School Employee’s
Health Benefits Commission; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Education will be maintaining Horizon as our dental
plan, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that eligibility for Health Benefits shall be determined based upon the
collective bargaining agreements between the Park Ridge Board of Education and all current
Unions/Associations by any contracts between individuals not in a collective bargaining agreement, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as a participating employer we will remit to the State Treasury all
charges due on account of employee and dependent coverage and periodic charges in accordance with the
requirements of the statute and the rules and regulations duly promulgated thereunder, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, we hereby appoint Robert Wright, School Business Administrator/Board
Secretary, to act as certifying officer in the administration of this programs, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, continued participation in the School Employees’ Health Benefits
Program of the State of New Jersey is subject to the availability and appropriation of sufficient funds, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this resolution shall take effect immediately and coverage shall be
effective as of January 1, 2026.

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
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AW

F11.

AW

F12.

AW

F13.

AW

F14.

M:
AW

F15.

M.
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The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the appointment of Educational Consortium for
Telecommunications Savings to act on behalf of the district in matters of E-Rate applications and

filings for the 2026-27 filing year.

S:
RM NA CA MR RB DB

The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Interlocal Agreement with Old Tappan for

Vehicle Repair services.

S:
RM NA CA MR RB DB

BE IT RESOLVED that the Park Ridge Board of Education does hereby approve an agreement with
the Region 1/Mahwah Board of Education, a Coordinated Transportation Services Agency, for the
purpose of transporting students in accordance with Chapter 53, P.L. 1997 for the 2026/2027
school year. The services to be provided include, but are not limited to, the coordinated
transportation of public, nonpublic and special education students.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Park Ridge Board of Education agrees to abide by the
Transportation Services Agreement as published by the Region 1/Mahwah Board of Education

and attached to this resolution. “F12”

S:
RM NA CA MR RB DB

The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the appointment of LAN Associates, as Architect of
Record for the 2026 calendar year, to provide architectural services to the district for the period

of January 26, 2026, through December 31, 2026.

S:
RM NA CA MR RB DB

The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the appropriation of 2024-25 Extraordinary Aid funds

in the amount of $216,000.00, to be used in the 2025-26 budget as follows:

11-000-266-300-000-00-00 $216,000.00

S:
RM NA CA MR RB DB
The Park Ridge Board of Education accepts the following donation for the 25/26 school year:
DONOR TYPE OF DONATION FOR AMOUNT
Stan’s Sport Center Monetary Scholarship Award $1,050.00

S.

AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
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F16. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the termination of its membership in Region Il as
administered by the Pascack Valley Regional High School District, effective July 1, 2026.

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS RESOLUTIONS

Be it resolved, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools in conjunction with the
Business Administrator/Board Secretary that the following actions be taken:

BG1. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following payments to LAN Associates for the
following projects: “BG1”

PROJECT NO. PROJECT NAME AMOUNT
20529.02 WR Unit Ventilator Replacement $270.00
20529.03 EB Unit Ventilator Replacement $405.00
20529.07 Consulting Services for Occupancy Study $3,500.00
20529.08 HS Auditorium Renovations $6,045.00

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

BG2. The Park Ridge School District approves the submission of Auditorium Renovations at Park Ridge
High School by LAN Associates to the State of New Jersey, Department of Education. The Board
will not be seeking state funding for this project as part of the submission. The Board, including
the Board attorney and Architect, is hereby authorized to perform, if necessary, any required
amendment to the long-range facilities plan, in accordance with the requirements of N.J.A.C.
6A:26-2.3, 2.1(f), 3.1 and 3.11.

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

BG3. The Park Ridge Board of Education accepts the Report of Completion of the School Bus
Emergency Evacuation Drills for the 2025/26 school year, as follows:

SCHOOL TIME DATE

Park Ridge High School 8:00 am 11/26/2025
East Brook Elementary 8:45 am 12/22/2025
West Ridge Elementary 9:00 am 1/12/2026
Owl House 9:45 am 12/5/2025

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
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POLICY RESOLUTIONS

Be it resolved, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools in conjunction with the
Business Administrator/Board Secretary that the following actions be taken:

PO1. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following Policies and Regulations for second
read and approval on January 26, 2026: “PO1”

Policy 1140
Policy 1523
Policy 1530
Regulation 1530
Policy 1550
Regulation 2200
Policy 2260
Regulation 2260
Policy 2411
Policy 2423
Regulation 2423
Policy 2431.4

Regulation 2431.4

Policy 5750

M: S:
AW TM CA JP NA RB DB

Educational Equity Policies/Affirmative Action

Comprehensive Equity Plan

Equal Employment Opportunities

Equal Employment Opportunities

Equal Employment/ Anti-Discrimination Practices

Curriculum Content

Equity in School and Classroom Practices

Equity in School and Classroom Practices Complaint Procedure
Guidance Counseling

Bilingual Education

Bilingual Education

Prevention and Treatment of Sports-Related Concussions and Head
Injuries

Prevention and Treatment of Sports-Related Concussions and Head
Injuries

Equitable Educational Opportunity
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PERSONNEL RESOLUTIONS

Be it resolved, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools in conjunction with the

Business Administrator/Board Secretary that the following actions be taken:

P1.

M:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

P2.

The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the appointment of the following substitute teacher

for the 2025/26 school year:

Substitute Teachers

Alepa, Christopher
Carabetta, John
Cipolla, Kyle
DeMar Michael
Lynch, John*
Sansone, Alyssa
Spies, Ryan
Vaccaro, Jacqueline

S:

(Asst. Spring Track Coach)
(Asst. Spring Track Coach)
(Asst. Baseball Coach)

(Volunteer Girls Basketball Coach)
(Volunteer Baseball Coach)

*pending completion of state mandated paperwork

The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the appointments/rescinds/resignation of the

following in the areas listed, for the 2025/26 school year, or as indicated:

APPOINTMENTS 2025/26 SCHOOL YEAR:

Allen, William

Frost Valley Overnight Chaperone

1 night @ $443/night

Annese, Nicholas

Frost Valley Overnight Chaperone

1 night @ $443/night

Barba, Chris

Frost Valley Overnight Chaperone

1 night @ $443/night

Finnerty, Karen

Frost Valley Overnight Chaperone

1 night @ $443/night

Gryzbek, Kevin

Frost Valley Overnight Chaperone

1 night @ $443/night

Hegybeli, James

Frost Valley Overnight Chaperone

1 night @ $443/night

Karathomas, Ailza

Frost Valley Overnight Chaperone

1 night @ $443/night

Kohan, Jeanne

Frost Valley Overnight Chaperone

1 night @ $443/night

O’Riordan, Jennifer

Frost Valley Overnight Chaperone

1 night @ $443/night

Prager, Elizabeth

Frost Valley Overnight Chaperone

1 night @ $443/night

Epstein, Kelly

DECA Overnight Chaperone

2 nights @$123/night

Glynn, Caroline

1:1 Paraprofessional winter track

Not to exceed 15 hours

Hassan, Nadij

1:1 Paraprofessional winter track

Not to exceed 8.5 hours

Kopelman, Steve

DECA Overnight Chaperone

2 nights @ $123/night

Meisner, Brian

DECA Overnight Chaperone

2 nights @ $266/night

Reiff, Lynn 1:1 Paraprofessional winter track Not to exceed 7 hours
Russell, Jeanne DECA Overnight Chaperone 2 nights @ $266/night
Spies, Ryan Volunteer Baseball Coach N/A
SCHEDULE “E” APPOINTMENTS 2025-26 SCHOOL YEAR:
NAME POSITION STIPEND
www.parkridge.k12.nj.us 13
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Brako Bismarck, Mimi | EmpowHERment Club $250.00*
Brody, Morgan Girls Softball Asst. Coach (Step 1) $5,745.00
Carabetta, John Spring Asst. Track Coach (Step 3) $6,204.00
Centurione, Danielle EmpowHERment Club $250.00*
*Splitting stipend
M: S:

AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

P3. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the reimbursement of anticipated conference/
seminar expenses for the following staff members for the 2025/26 school year:

REASON/LOCATION AMOUNT NOT
NAME FOR CONFERENCE/SEMINAR DATE TO EXCEED

Baumuller, Krista NVCC 1/12/2026 $230.00
Demarest, NJ

Falkoff, Jennifer NVCC 1/6/2026 $230.00
Demarest, NJ

Klos. Janelle NVCC 2/26/2026 $230.00
Demarest, NJ

O’Riordan, Jennifer | NJAHPERD 2/23/2026 $410.00
Princeton, NJ

Ostrowski, Jennifer | NVCC 2/26/2026 $230.00
Demarest, NJ

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

P4. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following payments for student tutoring and
Academic mentoring in accordance with our Title Il Immigrant grant, from the 2025-26 ESEA
application. Staff will be paid as per their contracted hourly rates, with all funding coming from this

grant.
STAFF MEMBER POSITION TOTAL
Desiree Misciagna Academic mentor and tutoring at East Brook 9 hours at $78.28 = $704.52
Elementary School
Keith Plucinski Academic mentor and tutoring at PRHS/West Ridge| 9 hours at $53.47 = $481.23
Elementary School
M: S:

AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

P5. The Park Ridge Board of Education accepts the resignation of Kim Cheman, East Brook Elementary
Teacher, due to retirement, effective July 1, 2026.

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

www.parkridge.k12.nj.us 14



http://www.parkridge.k12.nj.us/

MO 012926

P6. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following staff members as district liaison for
the student teacher mentorship program. The revised payments for the 2025/26 school year as
per the agreement with Ramapo College are as follows:

TEACHER DUTY STIPEND
Casatelli, Stacy Clinical Supervisor $500.00
Diomede, John Mentor $200.00
Kovacs, Chuck Mentor $100.00
McClair, Patricia Mentor $100.00
Papadopolous, Maria Clinical Supervisor $500.00

M: S:
AW RM NA CA MR RB DB

P7. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following staff members as home instructors
for Student 1610-050, January 21, 2026 — June 30, 2026:

STAFF MEMBER SUBJECTS TO BE COVERED APPROX. HOURS HOURLY RATE

Koch, Keri Algebra 42 $65.00/hr.

Krenek, Michael English 42 $65.00/hr.

Lynn, Raina Intro to Art 42 $65.00/hr.

Visaggio, Gabriella Phys. Ed 42 $65.00/hr.

Wall, Heather World Cultures 42 $65.00/hr.
M: S:

AW RM NA CA MR RB DB
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