
Missoula County Public Schools 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Budget and Levy Committee Meeting 
Thursday, February 26, 2026 - 12:00 PM 
Administration Building A - Boardroom 

Note: If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Business Office (728-2400, ext. 3021, 
prior to the meeting).  
  

AGENDA 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME AND ROLL CALL   
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT/CORRESPONDENCE    
 
3. Approve Minutes - Action 

Budget & Levy Committee Meeting - January 22, 2026 
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4. INTRODUCTION   
 
5. TOPIC: FY27 Projections Update 

Denise Williams, Executive Director of Business & Operations, will share the latest 
projections for the General Fund budget for fiscal year 2027. 

Budget & Levy Committee 2.26.26.pdf  
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6. TOPIC: FY 27 District Budget Projections 

Micah Hill, Superintendent, will outline district considerations for the FY 27 General 
Fund budget projections. 
 

 

 
7. TOPIC: Next Meeting 

Next Meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2026. 
 

 

 
8. ADJOURN   
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Missoula County Public Schools 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Budget and Levy Committee Meeting 

Thursday, January 22, 2026 - 12:00 PM 

Administration Building A - Boardroom 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME AND ROLL CALL 
The meeting was called to order at 12:00pm.  Introductions of committee members around the 
room. 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT/CORRESPONDENCE – none 
 

3. INTRODUCTION – The budget and levy committee met to learn about the basics of school 
finance for MCPS and an introduction to the FY27 budget. 
 

4. TOPIC: School Funding and Budget 101 
Denise Williams, Executive Director of Business & Operations, provided an 
overview of Montana school funding and how school budgets are created. 
 

5. TOPIC: FY27 Projected Budget and Levies 
Denise Williams, Executive Director of Business & Operations, shared early FY27 
budget projections and levy estimates.  Next meeting, we will have figures to present 
following the February Student Count for ANB - budgets are based on ANB funding.  
 

6. TOPIC: Budget Related Legislation –  
Denise Williams, Executive Director of Business & Operations, and Micah Hill, 
Superintendent, discussed changes and the impacts of legislation related to the 
last Montana Legislative session. 
 

7. ADJOURN – 1:34 pm. 
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FY2027 General Fund Budget & 

Levy Projections 
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Let’s Review!
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General Fund – Budget Limit ANB

Use the ANB that generates the greatest maximum 

general fund budget:

• Current Year ANB (CY ANB)

• ANB for the budget unit for the ensuing school year 

(FY2027 ANB is based on FY2026 enrollment counts)

• 3-Year Average ANB

• Add current year ANB to the current year ANB for the 

previous two school fiscal years and divide by 3 

(FY2027 ANB is the average of FY2027, FY2026 and 

FY2025)
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General Fund – Budget Limit ANB

ELEMENTARY Current Year ANB 3-year 

Avg ANB

Budget 

ANB

*EL–6 7–8 Total

2023 4,282 1,226 5,508 5,582 5,582

2024 4,265 1,202 5,467 5,469 5,469

2025 4,219 1,146 5,365 5,448 5,448

2026 4,328 1,158 5,486 5,509 5,509

2027 4,265 1,171 5,436 5,465 5,465

*Early Literacy (EL) in FY26

  PK-SPED in FY27
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General Fund – Budget Limit ANB

HIGH SCHOOL Current 

Year ANB

3-year Avg 

ANB

Budget 

ANB

2023 3,944 3,780 3,944

2024 4,028 3,894 4,028

2025 4,068 4,014 4,068

2026* 4,011 4,095 4,095

2027* 3,940 4,036 4,036

*Connect Academy charter 

school in FY26
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General Fund Budget Formula

Add’l Special Ed funding*

over-BASE 

Budget
20% per ANB Entitlement

20% Basic Entitlement

Special Ed funding*

BASE Budget

80% per ANB Entitlement

80% Basic Entitlement

Quality Educator

At Risk Student

Indian Education for All 

American Indian 

Achievement Gap

Data for Achievement

Highest Budget Allowed 

(aka “over-Max”)

• Levies already approved by voters

• Levies that need voter approval

• over-BASE operational levy

• over-Max high cost county levy 

(new)
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Missoula Elem FY27 projected

Add’l Special Ed funding*

over-BASE 

Budget
20% per ANB Entitlement

20% Basic Entitlement

Special Ed funding*

BASE 

Budget

80% per ANB Entitlement

80% Basic Entitlement

Quality Educator

At Risk Student

Indian Education for All 

American Indian 

Achievement Gap

Data for Achievement

BASE Budget                                  $ 38,775,433

Approved over-BASE levies                 9,204,511

Highest Budget w/o a vote              $ 47,979,945

Max Operating Budget                    $ 48,200,818

Highest Budget w/o a vote    47,979,945

Over-BASE operational levy           $      220,874

Max Operating Budget                    $ 48,200,818

Over-Max High Cost County levy         1,070,058

Over-Max Budget                            $ 49,270,876
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Missoula High School FY27 projected

Add’l Special Ed funding*

over-BASE 

Budget
20% per ANB Entitlement

20% Basic Entitlement

Special Ed funding*

BASE 

Budget

80% per ANB Entitlement

80% Basic Entitlement

Quality Educator

At Risk Student

Indian Education for All 

American Indian 

Achievement Gap

Data for Achievement

BASE Budget                                  $ 32,032,390

Approved over-BASE levies                 7,265,237

Highest Budget w/o a vote              $ 39,297,627

Max Operating Budget                    $ 39,553,947

Highest Budget w/o a vote    39,297,627

Over-BASE operational levy           $      256,319

Max Operating Budget                   $ 39,553,947

Over-Max High Cost County levy          878,098

Over-Max Budget                           $ 40,432,044
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Impact of Tax Increase
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Impact of Tax Increase
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Impact of Tax Increase (annual)
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ELEMENTARY

Levy Amount

Mills $100,000 

House

$300,000 

House

$600,000 

House

Operational  levy    $ 220,874

Over-MAX            $1,070,058

Total for ballot      $1,290,932 7.77 $ 5.91 $ 17.72 $ 37.85

HIGH SCHOOL

Levy Amount

Mills $100,000 

House

$300,000 

House

$600,000 

House

Operational  levy    $ 256,319

Over-MAX              $ 878,098

Total for ballot      $1,134,417 3.65 $ 2.77 $ 8.32 $ 17.78
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