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February is Black History Month
 As we work to protect Indigenous sovereignty and

heritage, we must also acknowledge the systemic barriers
that our Black brothers, sisters, and kin continue to face.
We believe that celebrating Black excellence isn’t just a

"February task," but a year-round commitment to true
allyship and understanding.

UPCOMING PIR/PD

Asynchronous Course:
Identifying and Countering 

Anti-Indigenous Bias
Starts February 10 , complete

by the 24th

th

PD Portal #17351
course description

-SUMMIT session-
eXPANDING YOUR pERCEPTION:

rECOGNIZING hIDDEN bIAS

You will learn how our brain
processes information; how our
environmental conditioning and

biases are formed; how good people
have biases and how they affect

some of the decisions we make. I
give specific examples of how

quickly our brains work and how
easy it is to see biases once we see
how they are made in our brains. I
explain how Native Americans in

Montana are viewed by non-natives,
and ways to overcome these biases
and become aware of how they may
be disadvantaging or advantaging

the group. I talk an honest approach
of my own life and own experiences.
You will find it interesting, funny, and
an entertaining learning experience.

-SUMMIT session-
cULTURE IS PREVENTION 

What Are We Learning? We are moving beyond standard
behavioral management and learning to implement a
framework where cultural knowledge is the foundation
of student well-being, resilience, and academic success. 
The "Why" is rooted in the mandate to support the whole
child and close equity gaps by creating a school
environment that is not just safe, but truly safe and
affirming. 
The way we measure learning must expand beyond
traditional metrics to include measures of well-being,
cultural connection, and identity development.

Michelle Mitchell
CSKT Tribal Education 

Department Head

CHECK OUT THE LATEST
UPDATE

FROM OPI’s IEFA
Department

HERE

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11UXbK2weYZWlPeRZLpG7Rxj6C3MWhry_zVtG9eVltUo/edit?tab=t.0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MTOPI/bulletins/405d740
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 Native Youth Leadership Council Training, held on January 26th

Speaker Panel: Susan Webber, James “Bing” Matt, Everett Armstrong, Shelly Fyant

MCPS high

school students

have formed

their own Native

council  and are

growing their

leadershp skills

by learning from 

Blackfeet and
Salish tribal leaders,

as well as
participating in
training from

Common Good
Missoula.

We ASKED, You ANSWERED
HERE 

are all 135 responses to the anonymous survey
we sent out in December.  If you don’t care to
look at what everone said, check out the 
summary infographic, towards the end of the
bulletin. We hear you and will plan accordingly.

THE DAWES ACT WAS SIGNED 
FEBRUARY 8, 1887

WHAT IS IT?

Video: How does the Dawes act relate to social justice
today

Grades 3-5 Lesson

High School Lesson

 Paxson’s 
Culture Night

Hawthorne students
 learn Grandfather
teachings from the
Anishinnabe tribe.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15tZcvy1agTiOpby3wtSBjbeutT_ZiCEoGYb5uafIgL8/edit?gid=1243944775#gid=1243944775
http://www.montanahistory.net/state/dawesact.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aks-RFxVloc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aks-RFxVloc
https://montana.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/great-states-montana-5.3/activity/
https://share.google/lNUaBsnTD6v6orIIz


February 10-24 Identifying and Countering  Indigenous Bias, asynchronous (4)

March/April 
Dates TBD

Understanding and Enjoying Powwows
self-paced online + in-person at the MCPS Native Youth Powwow (4)

April 15 & 29 Book Club-Fire Keeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley (6)

UPCOMING PIR 2026

SURVEY SUMMARY

Community Events

Native American 
Resistance 

for Everyone 
ASYNCHRONOUS

8 week course
by Anna East

MORE INFO HERE

https://www.chickadeecs.org/whatwedo/na-resistance-for-everyone-spring-26
https://www.chickadeecs.org/whatwedo/na-resistance-for-everyone-spring-26
https://www.chickadeecs.org/whatwedo/na-resistance-for-everyone-spring-26
https://www.chickadeecs.org/whatwedo/na-resistance-for-everyone-spring-26
https://www.chickadeecs.org/whatwedo/na-resistance-for-everyone-spring-26
https://www.chickadeecs.org/whatwedo/na-resistance-for-everyone-spring-26
https://www.chickadeecs.org/whatwedo/na-resistance-for-everyone-spring-26
https://www.chickadeecs.org/whatwedo/na-resistance-for-everyone-spring-26
https://www.chickadeecs.org/whatwedo/na-resistance-for-everyone-spring-26
https://www.chickadeecs.org/whatwedo/na-resistance-for-everyone-spring-26


WE HAVE SOME
NEW BOOKS!

YES!  YOU MAY CHECK THESE OUT!



Government teachers should already
know about this.  Contact Charlie

Struna With questions or for a clean
copy of this flyer for students



MCPS RISE DATES
TIME: 2-3:30 pm

UPCOMING
MEETING DATES:

February 11
February 25

March 11
March 25
April 22
May 6

May 20
June 3

2026 ANNUAL SUMMIT

~Rise & Shine~
Bozeman, MT 

APRIL 27-29, 2026

SIGN UP WITH

YOUR SCHOOL’S

RISE ADVISOR





Native American Student Services

YAYA DOLLS WORKSHOP
February 12th, 2026

 

Materials Provided

Limited Spots Available

909 South Avenue W

Missoula, MT 59801

Admin Building B

Professional Learning Lab

5:30 - 7:30 PM

To sign up, please email Billie Jo Juneau

@ bjuneau@mcpsmt.org



Ali North

Trena Old

Person

Keila Cross

Charlie Struna

Billie Jo Juneau

Leigh Malatare

IEFA Instructional Coach

Grades EL-5

IEFA Instructional Coach

Grades 6-12

Department Coordinator

Native American Specialist

Franklin, Jeanette Rankin,

Rattlesnake, Porter, Meadow

Hill, Big Sky

Native American Specialist

Chief Charlo, Hawthorne,

Lowell, Paxson, Russell

Native American Specialist

Lewis and Clark, Washington,

Hellgate, Sentinel, Willard

bjuneau@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1063

toldperson@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1028

lmalatare@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1047

anorth@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1050

kcross@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1049

cstruna@mcpsmt.org

(406) 728-2400 ext. 1068

Missoula County Public Schools

Native American Student Services

Since 2000, Missoula County Public Schools has led efforts in Montana to implement "Indian Education for All." The
District is committed to developing students' understanding of and respect for American and Montana Indian people
and their histories and cultures. Because of the unique position and place in American history, the American Indian
peoples’ role in the development of the United  States (with emphasis on the experience of the Montana Tribes) shall
be included wherever appropriate in the instruction of MCPS students, in accordance with the state constitution and
state standards. 

Our mission is to help Native American students achieve academically, culturally, and socially in order to graduate
and become successful lifelong learners.

Staff Contacts

learn how to make a Yaya Doll!


