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Senior events at a glance:
•	 Jostens distribution of announcements and cap & gown units - Thursday, March 19
•	 Senior Asynchronous Day - Tuesday, April 21, 2026
•	 Senior Celebration - Friday, April 24, 2026 (pre-ordered lunches & mock awards)
•	 Senior Awards Night - By invitation only -Thursday, April 30, 2026 NCHS Auditorium
•	 Senior Rehearsal/Senior Decision Day - Friday, May 1, 2026 (½ day AM in East 

Gym & attendance is required)
•	 Senior Picnic - Friday, May 8, 2026 (School buses will transport students to 

Comlara Park)
•	 Senior Sunset - Friday, May 15, 2026 (Movie, snacks and prizes)
•	 Graduation - Saturday, May 23, 2026 @ 6:00 PM Grossinger Arena (doors open at 

5:00PM
Senior sign up responsibilities: STUDENTS’ UNIT5 emails MUST BE USED
•	 Mock Awards Nominations - Google form - vote no later than Wednesday April 8, 

2026
•	 Senior Artwork Submission - Use the Google form to submit art for honor  - due no 

later than Friday, April 3, 2026 
•	 Senior Sunset Shirt Design Submission - Google form - submit no later than Friday 

April 10, 2026
•	 Senior Sunset - first 200 seniors get a free shirt - Google form submit no later than 

Tuesday, April 14, 2026 
•	 Senior Celebration - Lunch sign up - Google form - due no later than Thursday, April 

16, 2026
•	 Senior Picture Slideshow for Graduation - senior and baby (new born to 5 years 

old) pictures - Google form due no later than Friday, April 24, 2026
•	 Senior Picnic - Google form to attend - RSVP no later than Monday, May 4, 2026
•	 Graduation T-shirts or flower orders from The Commencement Group - to be picked 

up at Grossinger Arena before the commencement. The group will have a table 
on the concourse at the arena. T-shirts and flowers must be pre-ordered 24 hours 
prior to the event - Link  

CAP & GOWN DISTRIBUTION
THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2026 
Location:  NCHS Atrium
Time:  All lunch hours
•	 Caps and gowns must be worn at the ceremony.
•	 Jostens Representative, Troy Hall was at the school to hand out caps & gowns units.
•	 All orders to be distributed would have been placed previously.
•	 If you have not ordered a cap & gown unit, order directly at Jostens.com OR contact Troy Hall at     

troy.hall@jostens.com with questions. Ordering must done online at this time.
•	 Students absent March 19, will need to pick up items from the greeter’s station. 

FULL DETAILS OF ALL EVENTS

https://s.surveyplanet.com/tq53jc00
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScI4qu2X8GK_W1xqtYAG4BlKSyIkvTpJ9Up0g4MQmsU3L6DUA/viewform?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/rww9Z8cfa1DQjtB7A
https://forms.gle/iJqJN9QVLjD3aGGc6
https://forms.gle/Q7bjSNbDdaCsHLU6A
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeVGf3oolylN_98zgLr9mQrsn21T1JdITKCUO_xAmj5b2CxEg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHC_-6Dd0zltMmoy6FrvzKbAfzCwFa9ixGt3WK1XPYoodQQw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://www.thecommencementgroup.com/normalcommunityhighschool/


MOCK AWARD NOMINATIONS DEADLINE
The form is open until WEDNESDAY APRIL 8, 2026
•	 Use this  link to vote before the nominations close.
•	 There are 37 categories. The top 2 seniors in each category receive an award announced 

at the Senior Celebration on Friday April 24, 2026. 
•	 December graduates are not eligible to participate in this event.
•	 The Mock Award voting will close at 10:00PM on Wednesday, April 8, 2026 

SENIOR ARTWORK
The form is open until FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2026 
•	 Have you taken an art class at NCHS? Is there an artwork you’d like to represent as the 

artwork from your graduation class? Each year an artwork is chosen to be professionally 
framed, and put on permanent display at the school.

•	 Use this link to the Google form to submit entries.
•	 The form will close at 3:30PM on Friday, April 3, 2026. 
•	 December graduates are eligible for this collection.

SENIOR CELEBRATION 
FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026 
(Order food by Thursday, APRIL 16, 2026)
Location:  NCHS Fish Bowl & Auditorium
Time:  Lunch hours & 7th and 8th hour 
•	 If a senior is on social/academic probation, a regular class schedule must be followed 

7th and 8th hours instead of attending the celebration.
•	 Students will be excused from their 7th and 8th hour classes to attend the presentations 

in the auditorium and dismissed at the conclusion of event. - before 3:30PM.
•	 Seniors will be treated to a free lunch including a Jimmy John’s sandwich, along with 

chips, a drink, and a cookie during their lunch hour.
•	 Use this Link to choose your sandwich. 
•	 Be sure to order by Thursday, April 16, 2026 at 10:00PM, otherwise you will not receive 

a sandwich. No late orders will be accepted.
•	 Lunch distribution will be held in the multipurpose room.
•	 During 7th and 8th hours all seniors will report to the auditorium for the presentation of 

the Mock Awards; vote on a 5 or 10 year reunion, reveal of the senior class gift and to 
hear from a Keynote Speaker.

•	 December graduates are not eligible to attend this event. 

https://s.surveyplanet.com/tq53jc00
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScI4qu2X8GK_W1xqtYAG4BlKSyIkvTpJ9Up0g4MQmsU3L6DUA/viewform?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/1LjKJFfc1gmx4eH9A
https://forms.gle/1LjKJFfc1gmx4eH9A


SENIOR SLIDESHOW for GRADUATION CEREMONY
SENIOR PORTRAIT AND BABY PICTURE UPLOAD
FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026
•	 Use this Google Form to upload picture(s)
•	 The form will close at 3:30PM on Friday, April 24, 2026
•	 December graduates are also encouraged to submit pictures.
•	 Students may upload one senior portrait and one baby picture. 
•	 The baby picture should be of you at five years of age or younger.
•	 This slideshow will be shown at Grossinger Arena as families arrive at the graduation 

ceremony. It will also be made available via a link after the ceremony
•	 As a default, the yearbook picture will be used in the presentation unless replaced by an 

uploaded image by the deadline.

SENIOR AWARDS NIGHT
THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2026
Location:  NCHS Auditorium
Time:  6:00PM
•	 By Invitation Only. Invitations will be sent to award recipients and their parents/

guardians. 
•	 This event honors seniors with departmental awards, school scholarships and GPA 

recognition. 
•	 HR Imaging, our school’s professional photographer will be present to take pictures for 

the yearbook. Families are welcome to take their own pictures throughout the event.
•	 December graduates are not eligible to participate in this event. 

SENIOR REHEARSAL & DONUTS FOR DECISIONS 
FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2026
Location:  East & West Gyms
Time:  Half Day Attendance - 8:30AM - 11:30AM
•	 This is a required attendance day.
•	 Please arrive to school between 8:15AM and 8:30AM and report directly to the small 

gym.
•	 Seniors are encouraged to wear college gear or an article of clothing to represent his/

her plans after high school. 
•	 The counselors will be celebrating Decision Day with commitment books, signs, and 

photo opportunities to recognize what each senior is doing after high school.
•	 Seniors are excused from their classes all morning to be at the rehearsal. 
•	 Please make every effort to reschedule prior outside obligations including 

internship,work program and appointments.
•	 December graduates are encouraged to participate.

https://forms.gle/D1nbNDpHku6yexu78


SENIOR PICNIC
FRIDAY, MAY 8, 2026
Location: Comlara Park, Hudson, IL
Time: 8:45AM-2:00PM
•	 The senior picnic is for seniors eligible for the May 23rd commencement. If a senior is 

on social/academic probation, a regular class schedule must be followed instead of 
attending the picnic.

•	 This activity is optional: seniors that choose not to attend are expected to attend school.
•	 An RSVP form must be filled out to attend the picnic. The form must be filled out not later 

than Monday, May 5, 2026.
•	 The picnic is for NCHS students only. Friends are not allowed to drive out and meet you. 
•	 The school and district policies in the NCHS Student Handbook will be followed.
•	 In case of rain, the picnic will be canceled.  No rain date is scheduled. 
•	 First aid will be available in the main pavilion with teachers.
•	 December graduates are not eligible to attend this event.
Transportation
•	 Students are not allowed to drive to the park.
•	 Bus transportation will be provided at no cost.
•	 Bus assignments will be alphabetical and posted the week of the picnic in the pool fish 

bowl and in the Senior Google Classroom.
•	 Students are asked to report directly to the student parking lot outside pool atrium by 

8:45am.  Students that ride a school bus to school must remain in the senior cafeteria 
until 8:45am. Do not attend your classes or wander in the hallway. 

Before you board the bus, a senior sponsor teacher will check all bags, coolers, backpacks, 
purses and all items that you are bringing to the picnic.
 All drinks must be in sealed bottles, not tumblers or thermos containers.  No restaurant, 
coffee shop, or fast food drinks allowed. They will be disposed of before boarding the 
bus
•	 Buses will depart from school at 9:00am from in front of the pool atrium.
•	 There will be a special bus for any athletes who need to return to school earlier for 

athletic contests.
•	 The school has several pavilions reserved for the day.
•	 Depart Comlara Park at 1:30pm. 
•	 Upon returning to NCHS from this event, seniors are dismissed for the rest of the school 

day.  Students should make arrangements to leave school immediately after returning as 
they may not enter the building until after 3:30pm.

Food and fun information
•	 There is plenty of field space for games, but bring your own equipment.
•	 Fishing is allowed with a valid fishing license.
•	 Boating will not be allowed.
•	 Swimming facilities will not be open. 
•	 Bring your own food and drinks. *Drinks must be in sealed containers. *Thermos 

https://forms.gle/vSmbZGaFXDK7Sfmp6


containers are not allowed. *Food cannot be delivered to the picnic.
•	 Park grills can be used. You must supply the charcoal, lighter fluid, matches, paper 

plates and napkins, etc.
•	 An alternative to bringing your own would be to use “Big Iron” - a large charcoal grill that 

will available for use. The grilling supplies will be provided and Mr. Whitman (senior class 
sponsor, teacher) will be available to assist.

•	 Alcoholic beverages are not allowed. Violators will be subject to arrest and suspension.
•	 Before leaving the picnic area, you must pick up all food, paper products, cans, etc.  

Place all trash in the receptacles located throughout the park.

SENIOR SUNSET
FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2026
Location:  The outside grassy area behind the NCHS Pool
Time: 7:30PM
•	 The movies will start at sunset, approximately 8:00PM.
•	 This is a senior only event. No outside guests or NCHS students from other grades will 

be allowed.
•	 By signing up for the event by Tuesday, April 14, the first 200 seniors who respond are 

guaranteed to receive a free T-shirt that was designed by a senior in the class. 
•	 Shirts will be passed out after school day to be determined- listen for the announcement 
•	 A chance to win raffle prizes for attendees via tickets received by attending the sunset 

event.
•	 Snacks and food trucks will be sold at the start of the event. 
•	 Bring your own yard games.
•	 Students should bring blankets or chairs to sit on for the movie.
•	 The movie (to be voted on at a later date on Instagram) will be played starting at dusk.
•	 The Good Night Rule applies - once you leave you cannot come back.
•	 December graduates are not eligible to attend this event.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflfQS4wULah-2340YiFG01MFf_ZiShXzh9sIO9vMXvaC4oGg/viewform?usp=sharing


COMMENCEMENT
SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2026
Location:  Grossinger Motors Arena -Downtown Bloomington, IL
Time:  6:00PM
•	 Doors will open at 5:00 PM for spectators 
•	 Graduates must report to the VIP entrance (201 S. Roosevelt Ave Bloomington, IL 

61701) by 5:00 PM for line-up off of Olive Street (near Bloomington Ice Center entrance). 
All graduates will enter through metal detectors.

•	 There will be no tickets needed for commencement & no limit on attendees.  
•	 If you have family members with special seating needs please arrive at 5:00 PM at the 

main entrance to insure the Arena staff can seat them appropriately. Special seating is 
not on the floor of the arena.

•	 Doors 3, on Madison Street and door 5 on Front Street have an ADA entrance.
•	 Pre-ordered flowers & class apparel can be picked up at the arena. Pre-order by using 

this link.
•	 Bags will be checked upon entering and Grossinger Arena only allows CLEAR bags. 
•	 Metal detectors will be required to walk through upon arrival for all attendees. Allow 

yourself extra time for lines.
•	 Parking is available at all downtown parking garages as well as lots nearby for an 

additional charge.
•	 Present yourself with dignity and maturity.  Your Commencement should be important to 

you.  Make it a good experience for yourself and those in the audience.
•	 Graduates, please do not bring purses, flowers, cameras, cell phones or other valuables 

to the staging area, because there is not an area to secure your belongings. This will be 
discussed at the rehearsal as well.

•	 Caps and zipped gowns must be worn for participation.  
•	 Air horns and other noisemakers are prohibited.  Please remind your guests of this 

requirement.  Please show respect for fellow classmates and the many friends and 
family members attending.  

•	 The ceremony will be live streamed, and a link will be shared at a later date on our 
school’s website.

•	 Graduation images will be taken by HR Imaging and available by link on our school 
website as well as their website shop.hrimaging.com

IMPORTANT COMMENCEMENT PROCEDURAL INFORMATION
The information below will be shared at the graduation rehearsal. Those students who do not meet 
graduation requirements will not be allowed to participate in the graduation ceremony.  All students should 
review their academic status in EVERY course to ensure they are on track to graduate.
Clothing
•	 The ceremony is a formal occasion.
•	 Males should wear a collared shirt, dress pants and dress shoes.
•	 Females should wear dresses/skirts or dress pants with comfortable shoes.
Expectations
•	 No gum chewing.
•	 No flowers or corsages.

https://www.thecommencementgroup.com/normalcommunityhighschool/
http://shop.hrimaging.com


•	 Do not carry anything in your hands.
•	 Leave all personal items with family –Grossinger Arena is an open space and security is limited.
Caps
•	 Determine the front of the cap by looking inside – write your name in your cap.
•	 Wear the cap flat on your head.
•	 Girls should wear the cap throughout the ceremony.
•	 Boys should wear the cap into the ceremony, remove the cap for the National Anthem, and place it 

back on after the National Anthem.
Tassels
•	 Tassels start on the right side of the cap.
Day of Information 
•	 Report to the staging area between 5:00PM and 5:15PM
•	 Name cards will be on your seats.
•	 A senior sponsor will be taking attendance for your row, so be sure you have checked in with an adult.
ENTERING 
•	 The students seated on the outer rows will lead their rows out to the hallway.  The process will be 

practiced at rehearsal. Commencement marshals and teachers will assist with the procession.
•	 Remain standing while the class marches in.
•	 Everyone stays standing for the National Anthem (males – take your caps off) and the Welcome 

Address (males put your caps back on)..
•	 Dr. Zbrozek will introduce speakers for the opening address, alumni speech, and scholarship 

recipient.
•	 After speeches, Dr. Zbrozek will call the marshals forward and tell the first two rows to stand.
•	 Dr. Zbrozek will introduce Ms. McClure and the members of the Board of Education, who will present 

the diplomas.
•	 Dr. Zbrozek will present the graduating class to the audience.
Presentation of Diplomas
•	 Please remember that the presentation of diplomas is a special event for you and each member of 

your class.  Students, parents, and friends are asked to be respectful of this time and refrain from 
yelling or making loud noises during the presentation of diplomas.  Noise makers, air horns, and silly 
string are not allowed inside the Arena.  The staff at the Arena will enforce these guidelines and may 
ask violators to leave the building. 

•	 We encourage you to remind those attending graduation that we will celebrate as a class after the 
last name is called and their diploma is presented.

•	 The first row moves toward the podium and waits for their name to be pronounced. As your name is 
called, proceed across the stage to receive your diploma.

•	 Receive your diploma with your left hand and shake with your right hand.
•	 After receiving your diploma, go back to your seat and REMAIN STANDING!
•	 DO NOT SIT until the marshals cue you to sit as a row.
•	 After the last row is seated, the marshals will return to their seats.
•	 Stay seated for the closing address.
•	 After the closing address, Dr. Zbrozek will congratulate you and inform you to move your tassel from 

the right side of your cap to the left.
•	 YOU have now graduated!!!
•	 The back row begins marching out by following the directions of the marshals.
•	 Families will reunite with their graduates outside of the Arena on Roosevelt Ave



(EXTRA INFORMATION)
YEARBOOK ORDERS AND DISTRIBUTION
•	 Yearbook orders are made through Infinite Campus’ school store 
•	 All seniors were given the opportunity to include a quote in the book
•	 The cost is $70 through April 6 - order now to save!
•	 Yearbooks are distributed in August 2026 at the school during walk in registration.
•	 A limited supply of extra books will be at registration for $80. 
TRADITIONS BRICK ALUMNI ORDER FORM
**Leave your mark at NCHS with a custom engraved brick near the main entrance. Order here
DIPLOMAS
•	 Diplomas are distributed as graduates leave the stage by their counselor.
•	 If you do not walk at the ceremony, diplomas may be picked up after the ceremony at NCHS 

during business hours throughout remaining school days and into the summer. 
•	 Diplomas are only mailed if you have made arrangements with the main office and paid the 

additional $15 shipping fee to do so.

From the College & Career Center 
**Senior Year End Activity (Required by the district before graduation): 

•	 Login to your SCHOOLINKS account. 
https://app.schoolinks.com/login/k12

•	 Go to “To Do List” tab, then to “May 
2026” then to “Senior Year End 
Activity” and complete.

•	 Seniors will self-report their future-
related information, including where 
their FINAL transcript must be sent.

•	 No Survey=No Transcript
•	 Any questions, please see your 

counselor or Mrs. Hawkins.
FAFSA: Graduation Requirement: 
**If you are NOT completing the FAFSA (Financial Aid), you MUST go online and complete the 
NON PARTICIPATION FORM in order to meet your graduation requirement.
•	 Visit https://studentportal.isac.org and create an account and complete this form.
•	 The State of Illinois will provide the school notification upon completion.

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iWlfluRp15CiivayLZiievmRnyVPCiuj/view

