
GREAT NECK SOUTH MIDDLE SCHOOL
GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

March 3rd, 2026

Welcome to the
Great Neck South Middle School
Incoming 7th Grade Parent Night

Mr. Brian LoRusso
School Counselor

Grade 7
516-441-4620

BLorusso@greatneck.k12.ny.us



SMS Administration & Deans

● Dr. Gina Cartolano, Principal 

● Mr. Leonard DiBiase, Assistant Principal 

● Mr. Ryan Nadherny, Assistant Principal

● Ms. Karla Krupala, Dean

● Ms. Kristin Randazzo, Dean



South Middle School PPS
● School Counselors

Mrs. Jennifer Hill, Department Chair - Grades 6-8

Mrs. Jecelyn Scauzillo - Grade 6

Mr. Brian LoRusso- Grade 7

Mrs. Jessica Chase - Grade 8

● Psychologists

  Dr. Maria Hanikas (By Last name: A-Lev)

  Dr. Sivan Erstein (By Last name: Li-Z)

● Social Worker      

  Mrs. Vanessa Cruz                



Department Chairs

       

SUBJECT NAME CONTACT INFORMATION

Art Cynthia Smith CSmith@greatneck.k12.ny.us

English Theresa Walter TWalter@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Family & Consumer Science (FACS) Maria Stefandl MStefandl@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Guidance Jennifer Hill JHill@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Health Jennifer DiPalo JDiPalo@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Library Media & Information Technology Damon Reader DReader@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Math William Giannone WGiannone@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Music Alan Schwartz ASchwartz@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Physical  Education Cathleen Dnyprowsky CDnyprowsky@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Science Tobias Hatten THatten@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Social Studies Frank Bua FBua@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Special Education Kate Duggan KDuggan@greatneck.k12.ny.us

Technology Jonathan Ruvio JRuvio@greatneck.k12.ny.us

World Language Christopher Pipala CPipala@greatneck.k12.ny.us

mailto:CSmith@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:TWalter@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:MStefandl@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:JHill@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:DReader@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:wgiannone@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:ASchwartz@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:CDnyprowsky@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:thatten@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:fbua@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:KDuggan@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:JRuvio@greatneck.k12.ny.us
mailto:cpipala@greatneck.k12.ny.us


Required Academic Classes

● English 7
● Math 7 or Pre-Algebra 7
● Science 7
● Social Studies 7
● FLEX 7



Required Classes Cont’d…

● Art 7 (½ year, everyday)

● FACS 7 (½ year, everyday)

● Health 7 (½ year, alt. days)

● Technology 7 (½ year, alt. days)

● World Language (if already enrolled)

● Lunch
● Physical Ed. 7 (full year, alt. days)

● Music 7 or Performing Group 
(Band/Orchestra/Chorus - full year, alt. days)



World Language

● Chinese B (欢迎光临)

● French B (Bienvenue)

● Latin B (Salve)

● Spanish B (Bienvenidos)



Performing Groups

● Band 7

● Chorus 7

● Orchestra  7



Scheduled Support Services

● English Center
● Math Center
● ENL 
● Special Education Services



 6th Grade vs. 7th Grade

Similarities Differences
•Flex is still part of the schedule. •Flex is now every other day instead of 

every day.

•Health used to be incorporated into the 
Flex rotation.

•Health is a scheduled period.
(Every other day for half of the year).

•Physical Education is still part of the 
schedule.

•Physical Education is now offered on 
alternate days for all students.

•Students will be randomly assigned to 3 
evenly distributed teams again.

•The team periods in 7th grade will be 
different from 6th grade (4,5,8,9).

•Students were eligible for intramurals 
and club activities.

•Students are now eligible to play team 
sports in addition to the intramurals 
and club activities.



Sample Schedule

Homeroom
1. World Language or Support Service
2. Performing Group or General Music / FLEX
3. Phys. Ed./Tech. (½ year)     &    Phys.Ed./Health (½ year)

4. Math (Math 7 or Pre-Algebra 7)

5. English 7 
6. Lunch 
7. FACS (½ year)   &   Art (½ year)

8. Science 7
9. Social Studies 7



Sample Schedule
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Number & Letter Grades
97-100 -   A+

93-96   -   A

90-92   -   A-

87-89   -   B+

83-86   -   B

80-82   -   B-

77-79    -  C+

73-76    -   C

70-72    -   C-

65-69    -   D



A Unique Opportunity in 7th Grade

          HONOR ROLL 

● Earn a 90% (A-) or above in 
ALL classes. 

● Demonstrate appropriate 
behavior and attitude in all 
classes.

        The STAR Student

● The “Star of the Month” is someone 
who is committed to the four tenets 
of STARdom. 

               S - Studious
        T - Truthful
        A - Altruistic

               R - Responsible



SMS iPad Information
❖ All students will bring their iPad and accessories they received in the sixth 

grade to South Middle School.
❖ Please immediately report damage, loss, or theft to the school.

➢ Families will be responsible for 100% of the replacement cost of any 
lost, stolen or unrepairable devices. 

➢ Families are responsible for 70% of the cost of every iPad that is 
repairable. Students will not receive a loaner iPad until payment is 
received.

➢ Students will not receive a loaner iPad until payment is received.

❖ If you have questions or concerns regarding iPads, please contact our 
Information and Technology Director, Mr. Damon Reader at 
DReader@Greatneck.k12.ny.us

*Please note the process for receiving iPad differs for new students to the 
district

mailto:DReader@Greatneck.k12.ny.us


Clubs & Activities
● Podcasting Club
● Post-Production Club
● "Rebel Pen" -Art & Literary Magazine
● Ribbon Dance
● Robotics Club
● SADD Club
● School Musical/Stage Crew
● School Service
● Science Bowl
● Science Olympiad
● Sew Crafty Club
● Student Government
● Walking Club
● Yearbook: TESL
● Yearbook Photography 

Great Neck South Middle School Clubs & Activities 
Booklet

● Anime Club
● Art Club/Mural Club
● Chess Club
● Chinese Yo-Yo
● Coding Club
● Community Action
● Community Closet
● Debate Club
● Fantasy/Sci-Fi Club
● Friday in the Front
● Future Business Leaders Club
● Gamers Unplugged
● Gay Straight Alliance
● Homework Center
● Intramurals (A.M. and PM)
● JKD (J-Pop/K-Pop Dance Club)
● Lego Club
● Lion Dance Club
● Mag-Lev Club
● Math Olympiads
● Math Team
● “Middleview” School Newspaper
● Movie Enthusiasts Club
● Movie Making Club
● Multicultural Club

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1758044581/greatneckk12nyus/olcpuxtqdfbj1grwfy0k/ClubsandActivitiesBooklet2025-26onepage.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1758044581/greatneckk12nyus/olcpuxtqdfbj1grwfy0k/ClubsandActivitiesBooklet2025-26onepage.pdf


7th Grade Highlights & Activities
● Grade-level field trip could be in the Spring or Fall.

○ Past trips have included: 

■ Adventureland
■ Dolan DNA Lab

● Grade-level Service Project
○ Pollinator Garden

● Career Day
○ The Family & Consumer Sciences and Guidance Departments provide 

our 7th grade students the opportunity to learn about many different 
professional fields.



7th Grade Highlights & Activities Cont.’d….



After School Support

● Extra-Help – once per week, per subject w/ subject teacher

● Math Center – open every day during lunch & after school until 4pm

● Homework Center – open Monday-Friday until 4pm

● Library – open every day after school until 4pm

● Peer Tutoring – sign up in Oct. to be paired with a high school tutor via 
Academic Outreach.



Sports Teams & Intramurals

● Cathleen Dnyprowsky, Director of Athletics & Physical Education Chairperson 
○ Email: CDnyprowsky@greatneck.k12.ny.us

mailto:CDnyprowsky@greatneck.k12.ny.us


Additional Information Online

● Parent Portal
❏ Website:  Campus Parent Portal
❏ Parent Portal Overview:  Parent Portal Slideshow
❏ Parent Portal Information:  Parent Portal Video Tutorial

● Registration Information
❏ Website:  Grade 7 Registration Booklet

https://greatneckny.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/greatneck.jsp
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BWcFLLwOdeUqLhd0SmP3qur_BfN8Mk9VoH_8z895RWE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TURStLD5YtEgNcVmz2f6M-yh4_jU0LFD/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bioXN9YpZi5-NP3uZLWJmLbPW03fAS6brgOapu2q-G8/edit?usp=sharing


Questions???



GREAT NECK SOUTH MIDDLE SCHOOL
GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

Thank you!


