AP US History

Summer Assignments and Contract
Dear APUSH Student:

Please read this introduction letter and sign the contract at the bottom of the last page.

This must be signed and returned to me via email or in person, by Friday, May 23, 2025.

Congratulations on accepting the challenge of taking APUSH for the 2025-2026 school
year. For those of you who took WHAP, you will find this class a little more challenging

but have the same elements. For those who took Honors World History, you will find a
greater degree of challenge as you learn about the expectations of an AP course, especially
the testing practices. Please be aware of the grading breakdown for all Social

Studies AP courses — Formative 8%, Summative 72%, and Exam 20%. All summative tests
will be AP-style questions and grading practices.

Due to the tremendous amount of information covered in the course throughout the year
and the earliness of the AP test (May 7), a summer assignment over the first six chapters

is a must. Please complete the following assignments before you return to schoolin
August. Do not put this off until the last minute, as this is a very time-consuming
assignment. You are receiving this seven to eight weeks before we meet in August, and we
typically cover content in chunks and quickly. So, this assignment is a good example of the
pace we need to follow once school starts and the expectations of you as an AP student. As
this is a REQUIREMENT for this course, please be aware that students who do not
complete this assignment as expected and on time will be asked to change their course to
Honors Dual Enrollment US History.

Below is listed the summer assignments, as well as the course syllabus and supplies

list. You will find the assignment sheets with questions, terms, and events to define and
know at a deep level. These assignments will be due on the first day of class. Most work is
completed by hand and turned in (not submitted to Canvas). You will be tested on the
information found in the reading of Chapters 1-6 during the first month of school, and the
material for these chapters will only be briefly discussed in class. You must take notes on
your reading of all six chapters assignhed this summer. Note outlines are provided. Our book
is The American Pageant by David M. Kennedy (16" Edition). You will need a hard copy and
there are many gently used ones available on Amazon or from former students for about
$20. Do not buy the most recent edition or a brand-new copy. You will need this sooner
rather than later to complete your summer assignment. | highly encourage reaching out
to a current student in APUSH and asking to purchase their book. | provide oral readings


https://www.amazon.com/American-Pageant-AP-Updated-16th/dp/1337090158/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YYMFGW85XV7P&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.G29Vr1Iz5vvXOaKLBCLF48xn8Ie4nE-JgHEZwlLpDh7u_DMPSHM1yILVGcVjN-oQPNhKYOyCoRqO0r4BGBUopVkalIiSvE_u8cBN4Aj_DwI-VfQdKfjl8kPknt4wbhVRndtmNf2onPpOSkXVnTe3WZI2w1uAJ2zRIs2sD9Wf4m3KTn_lsBTdJ3OqR9xwdgQbKXAtk-ggUJ-6auU2GbtmJKYZMQ4aJAvhFVfuRZL9mcY.B42LuvT6huHcadAlRF0zApZNx2PBWUkBEtjeHv7mzKQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+american+pageant+16th+edition&qid=1708093145&sprefix=the+american+pag%2Caps%2C220&sr=8-1

of almost all chapters in the Canvas course, so you may listen as you read or do a YouTube
search. This book is designed specifically for AP courses, so it may be different from other
history books you have used. It is also required that you purchase Barron’s AP US History
Premium for an average of $15. The expectations and grading for the AP tests

changed 2 years ago and this is the most updated study and practice material. You may
also wish to purchase AP US History Crash Course. It runs about $11, but as of right now
has not been updated for the most ret changes. It does do a great job of emphasizing

content and important terms, events, etc. needed for success on the AP test. Additionally,
you may wish to purchase AMSCO Advanced Placement US History. It runs about $25 on

Amazon, but is quite in-depth and makes strong connections, contextualization,

and complexity, which are some key points on the AP test. In addition, please note, the
APUSH test on May 7" will be online; there is no paper version available. Therefore, tests
will also be online to mimic what you will see in May.

The major expectation for this class is that no late work will be accepted. Please note this
right now, no late homework or classwork is accepted, period. Failure to do work in a timely

manner or turn in work as expected, regardless of how much is completed in class, will
result in low grades. As should be expected, this is a fast-paced, college-level course.
Homework will take time and be chunked days apart, which will require time management
skills. Students who wait to complete their homework the night before itis due will not be
successfulin this class, regardless of how successful they are in other classes doing

the same thing. If you have sports, drama, clubs, work, or other non-academic activities,
please note that school comes first, and you must communicate with me in advance of
absences or complications due to these activities. Remember, the course is fast-paced,
and it will force you to work at a higher level. You will be responsible for keeping up with the
work and for the information we do not cover in class. Thus, if you do what you are
assigned, you will set yourself up to do very well in this class. However, if you are looking to
take short cuts (i.e. not reading, using internet notes instead of course work, not taking
lecture notes, not reading the supplements, not turning in your work on time, etc.), you will
set yourself up for disappointment. Please note, two factors are imperative if you wish to
succeed in the class and do well on the National AP U.S. History exam: 1) You MUST do
all required readings and assighments and 2) You must be willing to participate fully
and actively in class. You will succeed and do well on the AP test in May if you do these
two things and you push yourself to achieve at the highest level you can. However, if you are

not taking this course with the expectation of doing your best and passing the national test

in May, you need to strongly consider taking the dual-enrollment United States History

course instead, as your grade will be based on AP guidelines. Your effort from start to finish

will be THE determining factor in the end. This is a cumulative course, so you cannot simply


https://www.amazon.com/U-S-History-Premium-2024-Comprehensive/dp/1506288081/ref=sr_1_3?crid=38HO6OZMFQQ8Z&keywords=ap+us+history+prep+book+2024&qid=1706985261&s=books&sprefix=ap+us+history+2%2Cstripbooks%2C130&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/U-S-History-Premium-2024-Comprehensive/dp/1506288081/ref=sr_1_3?crid=38HO6OZMFQQ8Z&keywords=ap+us+history+prep+book+2024&qid=1706985261&s=books&sprefix=ap+us+history+2%2Cstripbooks%2C130&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/History-Course-Online-Advanced-Placement/dp/0738612693/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33LYMYFDXCS5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qEzOKPB_baGCTBsWX6sLNVGdea4PexIuPE8BxugGYs_bukrDA5WyR5gfqXs1Vb0tNfeQmaMjE74t0fqZHuRt2Xqu925l8ij59ArBWd18x0HrW-YrUuGE7_GjHK8s_gNWL42AzrjHne6DSiJJSiWOYBBy2hA13MtXivCA3mYgJCLxorEilD15LFoGt5mOw2kzLt7-FzDv-WIbgmHkqNuVhBJDML6LMm5tdiUT5AkrLAU.H5NCjsmnyyv-1Qdb20VzFK5IqLB6SfomBMTAeCIVQz8&dib_tag=se&keywords=ap+us+history+crash+course+2024&qid=1708093707&s=books&sprefix=ap+us+history+cra%2Cstripbooks%2C198&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Advanced-Placement-United-States-History/dp/1690305509/ref=sr_1_12?crid=3FHLSBSHQLGV9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.l1DsUJgRQG2DNvBFYE8tJr1BJGkWiCCNJmWz0nMN5YAG_wb6Xy-6BklmQO_yzh4kcEsiV0mtIPw4pZP07UkmtdjxOnpIogu-TPNQAUUUcPLT4TTqP6BwoQeHBb5oI7-JiTnRiiLK8UXoek8AThLoPX-puozb2zFVHUiknfLZEOYN7KO5es0imrupW2LFgFbzRbSBkH0WDxgJk7xmSnOrywi4o7Wbl4u8wsi10By1bYo.e9ftsvFlxpgKCXzfGFi3R6AJzL-ptK8GnoPuTPXNa5A&dib_tag=se&keywords=apush+prep+book+2024&qid=1715107227&sprefix=apush%2Caps%2C144&sr=8-12

“turn iton” and expect to do well on the final or national exams. Therefore, you need to be
actively engaged in the material from the beginning to set yourself up to succeed on the
National AP U.S. History test in May 2026. Ultimately, the ability to succeed or fail is
completely up to you.

Assignment Directions:

Thoroughly read the assigned chapters (1-6) and complete the provided notes packet. This
should be completed by HAND, so you will need to print it out if you did not receive a copy
during the initial meeting in May. The notes packet is divided into four sections. The
Princeton Review section follows the book readings (although not necessarily in order — it
should be an in-depth understanding of the reading) and is where you should emphasize
the major points and include any bolded terms, people, events. This way of reading is
essential to understanding how events and people make connections across time, which is
a vital skill to possess for the AP exam. The Crash Course section contains questions that
follow along with John Green’s Crash Course videos. The videos are linked in the title. All
questions require at least one complete sentence. Part 3 is a timeline of events. This
requires important bullet points of the event. The final section is the learning targets for the
period. Learning targets are what the College Board expects students to understand at a
deep level for each period to be successful on the AP Exam. You should be able to explain
the learning targets in a solid paragraph or two.

Once you’ve completed these, please keep them in a safe place. You will hand these in on
the first day of school. This is required in order to stay enrolled in APUSH.

Information to be prepared for the first day of school:

e Read the syllabus carefully and sign the contract. You will hand this in or email it
to me by no later than May 22". There will be more information and opportunities to
ask questions on the first day of school.

e Purchase needed supplies —these need to be with you in class every day.
o Books listed earlier in this letter.

o A1.50r2in. binder-itis notrecommended that you have a folder, due to

the number of papers you will collect. This class is cumulative for the year, so notes
from August are just as important in the end as notes from April.

o Blue orblack pens


https://notredamepreparato-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/bchudzinski_ndpsaints_org/Ea96B19BSyBIuaPMEnRC37gBc5gXiEEj1JZZfuaW6y66hA?e=c7gdQV
https://notredamepreparato-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/bchudzinski_ndpsaints_org/EYzRrC4OIj1FvJNDuGQaBvQBE3wI5cxCXcRPGMlll631OA?e=biXGo7

o Pencils
o Highlighters — | suggest at least 3 colors.
o Asingle-subject notebook or 3-ringed loose-leaf paper

If you have any questions about what is expected of you, you will need to contact me via e-

mail at bchudzinski@ndpsaints.org. | will be checking my e-mail from home throughout the
summer and will get back to you as soon as possible to answer your questions. | will not be
available June 25 - July 9, as | will be on a pilgrimage in Ireland and Scotland. | will hold our

class in my prayers each day for a successful year.

Enjoy your summer and | look forward to seeing you in August and working with you
throughout the year. This class is a lot of fun, butitis also a lot of hard work. | am excited to
see you all step up to the challenge of taking APUSH!

Sincerely,

Ms. Chud &

Summer Work and Understanding Contract

I understand the importance of completing the summer assignments to find success in
APUSH next year. | realize that completing this work will improve my reading and note-
taking skills and prepare me for the first day of classes. So, | promise to complete the work
assigned in a timely manner and submit the assignments on the first day of school

2025. This will also guide me in the expectations for the semester. | understand that waiting
until the last minute to complete assignments will not do me any good and will possibly
result in poor grades. | am the master of my success and am committed to ensuring my
success!

Student Signature Date

Parent Signature Date


mailto:bchudzinski@ndpsaints.org

