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Band/choir put on a show
by June Gentry

Crestview High School’s 2026 homecoming
was held on January 31st. About 150 students
went; out of those only two were chosen as
homecoming king and queen. Blasey Biser
was chosen as homecoming queen and
Johnny DeLaRosa-Solana was chosen as the
king. 

“Highlights of the dance were getting to be
there with all my friends and taking pictures
before the dance is always fun,” Biser says. 

Both were voted for by the student body after
the homecoming game. 

The theme this year was a more formal black
and white theme. Despite the weather people
still came to the dance. 

“It was cold. It was very cold that night, but
kids still came and had fun,” homecoming
advisor Sarah Finch says.

On December 14, 2025 at 3:00 pm, the Crestview High
School band and choir concert went into full swing. The
high school choir performed “Underneath the Tree,” “Last
Christmas,” “Something Told The Wild Geese,” and “Song
for the Unsung Hero.” In addition, the high school band
played “Celebration of Carols” and “African Bell Carol.” 

“Overall, it went great for performances,” says choir
director Brady Amerson. “I think it was our best
runthrough of most of the songs, and it went really well
overall.” 

The choir has been working on improving energy levels in
future performances. Amerson had also held a discussion
with a parent who was a musician herself. He stated that
she had said “it was the best the high school choir had
sounded.”

“Yeah, I think it went alright,” says tenth grader Catie Best. 

Best was one of the soloists at the winter concert,
performing the second solo in “Something Told The Wild
Geese.” She had also been Crestview’s representation for
the Honors Choir before dropping out. One thing Best
says the choir needs to improve on is “more practice on
certain songs.”

As mentioned before, the concert had also included
pieces from the high school band. 

“I think the winter concert went okay,” says 8th grader
Aubrey Brophy. “I think our sound was pretty clear, our
percussion ensembles went well too.” 

Brophy had also stated that the percussion had more
options for the concert this year. The band will continue to
work on using better dynamics and being more in time. 

Overall, the winter concert for band and choir went  well.
Both music groups will continue to improve on their skills
and represent Crestview Local Schools in New York City on
March 26-29, 2026.

Homecoming Queen and King: Blasey
Biser and Johnny DeLaRosa Solana

Photo credit: Wayne Biser
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Robotics teams excel
by Caitlin Clonch
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Crestview holds annual spelling
bee

by Caleb JuilleratDuring the ‘25-’26 school year, the four robotics teams of
Crestview participated in several robotics tournaments
around the country. Both the middle and high school shared
their experiences while partaking in the tournament.

Each robot had a team of students behind it who managed
the mechanisms: “Me and my friend were the drivers, my
other friend was the coder, and I was the builder,” 7th grader
Anthony Santangelo explains.

Santangelo’s team finished 11th place. However, they all had
some positive experiences, with teamwork in particular
playing a significant role. Santangelo in particular felt pretty
good about his team—“Sometimes we fight, but not
usually,” he said.

When Santangelo was asked about the most notable robots
on the team, he stated, “The ones…they have two things that
pick up four [items].”

Randi Kubas, the high school STEM teacher, had also shared
her own experiences with the upper-level team.

“Recently, I took two students (Katie MacKay and Parker
Biddle) to a tournament in West Virginia…the stats were 2-8,
but as a class, we have gone to the Columbiana County and
Mahoning County competition, and I have six groups each,
and they range from 6-0, 8-0, and 2-2,” she said when asked
about the stats of the team.

Kubas has a very positive attitude when it comes to the
team’s performance in general—“The program’s growing. I
have more students this year than ever, I have more groups
this year than ever. I think it’s awesome! They’re all willing to
learn and work hard.”

Kubas has also experienced a lot while playing at the
tournament, notably teams from all over the Midwest and
parts of Canada, as well as getting to know the different
coaches and practices each team has.

After a successful middle school spelling
bee, Brody Pancake, Stella Dickey, Caitlin
Clonch, and Adelyn Harroff will move on
to the Columbiana County Spelling Bee,
where they will compete against
students from other districts. The event
will take place on Saturday, March 7th at
Beaver Local Schools.

Kayla Sidell served as a secondary judge.
Her main responsibility was to make
sure each word was spelled correctly
and to help prevent any disagreements
about the spelling. She said she felt
confident in her role, explaining, “I did a
good job making sure they spelled
correctly and made sure there were no
disagreements with the spelling.” 

One of her favorite moments was
watching the final four students and
seeing their surprise when they realized
they had made it that far.

Sidell prepared for her role by speaking
with Jill Hall, who has organized the
spelling bee for many years and is
retiring this year. Sidell hopes to take
over the event in the future and shared,
“I am passionate about the spelling bee
because I was the grade level winner
when I was in sixth grade.” 

She also added, “Nothing haunts you
like the words you misspell,” and said
she will “never misspell exaggerate
again.”
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Choir takes trip to nursing home
by Adalee McQuiston
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This December, the Crestview choir visited three different nursing homes for a special holiday
field trip. Choir teacher Brady Amerson says he felt great about the trip. Amerson says that he
wouldn't consider this trip traditional, but they have gone for the past few years. 

8th grader Natalie Davner said, “I think this trip was super fun, and visiting the nursing homes has
reminded me of visiting my great grandparents at the nursing home.” 

Overall, this trip has given students a chance to see how many people are inside a nursing home
and spending their everyday life there. Students also got to see the companionship people bring
into the nursing home. Choir students sang multiple varieties of songs, and they all enjoyed the
trip. 

Everyone filled the room with energy and holiday spirit. The trip was not only a chance to
showcase their hard work, but also an opportunity to spread kindness and brighten someone’s
day. After finishing their performances, the group headed to the mall to relax and enjoy some
free time together. They grabbed snacks, shopped, laughed, and enjoyed their time.

Members of the Crestview choir prepare to sing at a
local nursing home.

Photo Credit: Alisha Auer
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Construction continues to move forward
by Jackson Yoho
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The construction on the new school building is steadily
moving forward, bringing the students closer to a long
anticipated improvement in learning space. The
school, which will help all grades, is a major investment
in modern classrooms, expanded facilities, and a
bigger area for students and teachers. 

Construction of the new Crestview Local School District
school building remains on track, with students in
grades 5–12 expected to move into the facility in
January 2027, at the start of the second semester next
school year.

Timothy Pancake, the middle school principal, says
that the winter weather has had no effect on the
builders. Although harsh conditions can typically slow
construction, crews were able to get the building fully
enclosed before the area’s major January snowstorm.

“Normally, bad weather would affect a project like this,”
Pancake said. “But because the entire structure is
under a roof, they’re able to complete the majority of
the work inside.”

Construction continues regardless of the school
calendar. Even when students are not in school, crews
remain active on site.

“If you drive by on a Saturday or Sunday, you’ll still see
workers here,” Pancake explained.

The school is being made through the Ohio Facilities
Construction Commission, which oversees the state’s
role, while Hammond Construction of Canton serves as
construction manager and hires subcontractors for the
work.

Staffing levels vary by day, with roughly 100 to 300
workers on site depending on what phase of
construction is underway.

The preschool and kindergarten wing is among
the closest to being done, while down near the
high school parts, it isn't as close to being
finished.

“That area already has paint on the walls and
classroom doors installed,” Pancake said. “If you
move toward the high school side, some
sections aren’t painted yet and doors may still
be going in.”

Plans for moving students into the new school
are still being finished. Administrators say that
moving will be key to ensuring a smooth
transition into the new school.

“It’s going to take a lot of teamwork and
planning,” the representative said. “Our goal is to
make the move as seamless and smooth as
possible for everyone involved.”

As work continues across multiple sections of
the building, district leaders remain focused not
only on finishing construction but also on
ensuring a smooth transition for students and
staff. Pancake says the goal is simple: to open
the doors for grades 5-12 in 2027 with minimal
disruption and to provide a modern, welcoming
environment ready for learning.

Construction of the new school building.
Photo Credit: Aaron Blatch
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Teachers share their winter break stories
by Judah Birchler
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As Crestview staff members returned to school after
their long winter break, many shared stories of how
they spent their Christmas vacations. The break gave
everyone a chance to travel with family, hangout
with friends, and sleep in until noon.

5th grade math teacher Stephanie Stewart spent her
time hanging out with family and traveling. Stewart
went to Virginia with her husband, kids, and parents.
During her time in Virginia she went hiking, and then
went to Monticello. Stewart also had six Christmases
in four days. 

“Everyone was sick of Christmas by the end,” Stewart
claimed.

Gym teacher Cara Mason spent her Christmas break
celebrating a major milestone in her life, as she
became engaged during the holiday season. Mason’s
time was marked by excitement, joy, and the
beginning of a new chapter. 

“I want a big friends and family wedding,” Mason
said.

She hopes for a nice, big, and memorable wedding.
Since the engagement, Mason has already begun
planning her wedding on what she hopes will be her
dream day. She has chosen a beautiful color scheme
with burnt oranges and dark greens.

8th grade English Aaron Blatch spent his time in a
hospital, waiting and worrying as his family prepared
to welcome a new baby under difficult
circumstances.

Blatch and his wife were in the hospital for almost
two weeks because of complications before their
daughter was even born. 

“It was scary,” Blatch said. “But it helped knowing we 

were in a place where we knew my wife and the
baby were being taken care of.”

Their daughter, Kaliana, arrived early and spent her
first week in the NICU. For Blatch, the moment
that stood out the most came after the birth. 

“Just knowing for sure that both of them were safe
was a huge relief,” he said.

The name Kaliana came from wanting to keep
things unique while continuing a family tradition—
every child’s name starts with the letter K.
Inspiration struck while watching volleyball on
television, when a player’s name caught their
attention which they then chose to use.

Overall, everyone had an amazing time over their
winter breaks, going on vacations, planning
weddings, and bringing new children into the
world. 

Crestview teachers Cara Mason, Stephanie
Stewart, and Aaron Blatch shared stories of

their winter breaks.

Photo credits: Judah Birchler/Aaron Blatch
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Bable participates in Rose Bowl Parade
by Chance Maier
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Every year on New Years Day, unless January
first lands on Sunday, the Rose Bowl Parade
features marching bands, groups of horses and
riders, and floats. It is a 5.5 mile parade in
Pasadena, California. It features band directors
from the United States, Canada, Mexico, and
Panama, and, out of the 950 that applied,
Crestview’s band director Eric Bable got
selected to participate. 

This parade was a big accomplishment for
Bable: “There was a moment that as I’m
standing on the football field, holding my
baritone up, playing for the crowd, it just took
me right back to the reasons I decided to do
what I do. Being on that field, playing that
music, being with all those other folks. It was
just a really powerful moment for me, and I
don't think I'll ever forget it.”

According to Bable, the worst part of the
parade was having to hold his instrument up
the whole five and a half miles. 

 This was the first time Bable has participated in
the Rose Bowl Parade, but it may not be the
last time - “I know they’re looking at doing the
Mason’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, and maybe
some other things in the future. I would be very
interested in participating.”

As of 2026, this is the 137th time the Rose Bowl
Parade has happened. It started in 1890 as a
way to showcase the area's mild winter weather
and blooming flowers to contrast with the
snowy East Coast. The introduction of band
directors marching and playing music was 

introduced in 2022, created in memory of the
band director from Pickerington, Ohio who
passed away, and he loved service through
music for other people, hence the music that
is played at the parade. For participating in
the parade, Crestview along with
Columbiana, East Palestine, and Southern
Local received awards. 

Crestview band director Eric Bable
participated in the Rose Bowl Parade on New

Years Day.

Photo credit: Lucas Persing
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Fabian House Band continues yearly tradition
by Lyla Seddon
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Crestview middle and high school students had the
opportunity to watch the Fabian House Band
perform on December 19, 2025. High school science
teacher Mark Fabian put the event together by
forming a team of teachers and students to
perform.

The band started in 2007 and has continued since
then.

“It really mainly started with students that played
instruments and really had the motivation to do it
and gave me motivation for it, and the school
allowed us to do it, which is really nice, and now we
have that foundation,” Fabian states. “The main
thing is really coming up with the vocals and if
they're willing to sing what Mr. Fabian likes.” 

Fabian makes a point to practice with the students
because there's always new vocalists and musicians
every year.

“There's always new people coming in and we are
always questioning how it's going to sound,” Fabian
states.

The kids coming in and out every year make it
difficult to know exactly how the band is going to
sound and look; the band has to prepare for sudden
changes or accidents.

The band also has some amazing memories.

“Well, I get to be in the band with both my sons
twice now, so those have been my favorite
performances when they could both be with me,”
middle school math teacher Tobin Bacon says. 

“It is just so much fun, it really is. Like, I’ve looked at
Mr. Bacon and being like ‘I can’t believe we get to do
this,’ and the best memories are watching the kids 

use these skills the Fabian Band kind of taught
them how to use, but I’ll still run into students and
we will talk about how much fun we had,” Fabian
claims.

Both the teachers believe that the band did very
well this year on stage but think the band could
always use more practice. 

“We usually never have enough practice, first of all,
but usually after school in my room or in the
instrument storage room by the choir room, but it's
mainly about the timing. We’d practice after school
until like 4-5 o'clock,” Fabian said.

“We are always looking for people who can play
instruments and can practice. We are also looking
for new singers and a new bass player because
people are graduating,” Bacon agrees. 

Fabian goes on to say that he was never really the
one to come up with the idea of the band. His
students actually were, and he owes it to them.

“I think some students found out that I played the
guitar and they said ‘Hey, I play the guitar. Let’s have
a little jam session,’ and they said they knew
drummers and singers and we originally started on
the Relay for Life on the track,” Fabian says.

Scheduling was quite hard for the band considering
everyone's after school schedule.

Bacon begins by saying, “Mr. Fabian is pretty good
about figuring out scheduling, but it was kind of
whoever could show up after school, so the
practices were more based on the students and
what they needed to practice on.”

Overall, the Fabian House Band has become a fun
tradition at Crestview.
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Lemaster excels in principal role
by Brayleigh Meier
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Crestview students are familiar with elementary
principal Allison Lemaster but not everyone in the
Crestview community may know her background.
Lemaster went to Mount Union and after seven
years of teaching was inspired by former principals
David MacKay and Jeff Richardson to become a
principal and the opportunity came up and she
took it.

In an interview with Lemaster she stated, “Just
seeing what they were able to do with all the
students and the staff here is amazing, and so it
gave me an opportunity to work with them.”

Lemaster has been a part of Crestview since 2011
and a principal with Crestview since 2016. Lemaster
is a big part of the community and says that her
favorite thing about being a principal at Crestview is
the students.

“Whether they're little or big, I love the interactions
with you guys.”

A history of our current building
by Adelyn Hutmacher

With the construction of the new Crestview school
building going on, a brief history of our school and
the district is only logical to say goodbye to the
current building. 

The district has had many students, staff, and
parents walk through its doors throughout the
years. Originally, Crestview Local was two different
districts: Fairfield Consolidated School District and
New Waterford School District. The two districts
were made up of 17 different one-room
schoolhouses, 10 for Fairfield and 7 for New
Waterford. The two districts merged in 1961 and
brought their one-room school houses together.
But the district wasn’t renamed to Crestview Local
until the new high school opened two years later in
1963. At the time, the elementary was in an old New
Waterford building and the middle school was in an
old Fairfield building.

John Dilling was a superintendent working in the
district; he started in 1998 and retired in 2016.

Dilling states, “Part of the reason that the
construction of the current building was necessary
was that the New Waterford and Fairfield buildings
were multi-story and were not handicap accessible.
They also both had asbestos and lead pipes.”

The construction of the current buildings started in
1992 and ended in 1994. The high school and
elementary school moved into the two current
buildings and the middle school moved into the
1963 building. According to Dilling, the building
underwent a number of repairs and changes such
as a new roof, added air conditioning, new electrical
wiring, new heaters, security cameras, more secure
entrances, and new boilers. The Performing Arts
Center, bus garage, and athletic facilities were
added as well.

The middle school being in use during the building
process was also a large issue: Dilling says, “I wasn't
part of the construction process at Crestview for the
buildings, but I would think building around the
current middle school while it was still an active
building and managing the schedule would be a
challenge” 

Despite the difficulty in communication, Dilling said
there were meetings once every other week to keep
up with updates on progress.

With the new building being built and our current
building about to be torn down, it's important to
remember the history of our schools and the district.
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Crestview celebrates Teachers of the Month
by Callie Harvey

Kara Headland - HS Intervention Specialist

Q: How did it feel to win this award?
A: Shocked.
Q: Did you expect to win this award?
 A: No, I don’t have very many students see me.
Q: Why do you think your students would
choose you for this?
A: I’m not judgy based on who the student is or
how they acted in the past.
Q: What is your biggest achievements
throughout your years of teaching?
A: When students call me mom.
Q: Why did you decide to be a teacher?
A: I want kids to find their path/future.
Q: How long have you been teaching?
A: I’ve been teaching at Crestview for 13 years.

Dan Dougherty - 7  Grade Social Studiesth

Q: How did it feel to win this award?
A: Proud.
Q: Did you expect to win this award?
A: No, but I think I got the new guy boost.
Q: Why do you think your students would
choose you for this?
A: I think they have fun in class and I try to make
class fun for them.
Q: Do you think you connect with your students
through teaching?
A: Yes, we have a very nice back and forth
understanding.
Q: What is your biggest achievements
throughout your years of teaching?
A: Definitely the impact through seeing students
grow over time.
Q: Why did you decide to be a teacher?
A: I had lots of good role models growing up.
Q: How long have you been teaching?
A: This is my first year at Crestview.Dave MacKay - 7  Grade Scienceth

Q: How did it feel to win this award?
A: I was very honored and surprised.
Q: Did you expect to win this award?
A: No, its my first time getting this award.
Q: Why do you think your students would choose
you for this?
A: I try to make class as fun as possible.
Q: What is your biggest achievements
throughout your years of teaching?
A: Coming in and challenging my students.
Q: Why did you decide to be a teacher?
A: I've always loved science.
Q: How long have you been teaching?
A: 29 years, all at Crestview.

Whitney Mihalik - High School English

Q: How did it feel to win this award?
A: It was very nice to be recognized.
Q: Did you expect to win this award?
A: Nope, I was very surprised.
Q: Why do you think your students would choose
you for this?
A: We have a pretty good relationships and we get
along.
Q: What is your biggest achievements
throughout your years of teaching?
A: Probably when students keep in contact and I
can see them succeed.
Q: Why did you decide to be a teacher?
A: I knew from when I was little because I've always
loved to read and teach.
Q: How long have you been teaching?
A: 11 years.
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Rebels wrap up championship regular season
by Jazzlyn Anderson

The 2025-2026 Crestview High School girls
basketball team has had an amazing year.
Their current record is 20-2, making them co-
champions of the MVAC. 

This year, the basketball team has improved
their ball movement. 

Coach Aaron Blatch said that, “it's been better
throughout the year; it's been good to see
other people and step up.” 

The team has been playing together well and
emphasized their ball movement.

Blatch said, “The team works hard to connect
with one another on and off the court and try
to hold everybody to a high standard."

Their highlight of the season were beating
LaBrae and Maplewood.

Blatch says, “The team plays together well as a
team.”

Senior Addison Rhodes has broken several
school records, including becoming
Crestview’s (and Columbiana County’s) all-
time leading scorer. 

Good luck to the Lady Rebels as they begin
tournament play! 

Rebels gain Senior Night win
by Nolan Collins

The high school boys basketball team
is doing well, coming off a Senior
Night win over Jackson Milton. With
the win, the Rebels improved their
record to 8-13. 

The hardest team they’ve faced was
Southeast, which was the worst team
because they had a lot of shooters.

Senior Tyler Savage said the biggest
challenge the team has had is
incorporating new players and
coaches. 

The teamwork on the team is good,
Savage said, and they are still learning
how to communicate. His goals are to
finish strong and end the season on a
positive note. The goals Tyler has are
pretty straightforward and achievable. 

The athletes on the basketball team
are working hard and will show up to
be even more successful next year.
This just proves how determined the
boys are to lead the others into
greatness, as they have a very bright
future for the next few years. This
goes for the coaches as well, as they
are also new to this hard-working
team, and they will all come together
to make a strong team that has the
potential to become great.
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CMS/CHS wrestlers share success stories
by Jordyn Cibula

The 2025-2026 Crestview middle school and high
school wrestling teams have had an amazing year. 

The middle school wrestling season has come to an
end. This year's season was tough but was great. They
went to a EOWL championships, which went better
than they thought, with the majority of wrestlers
making the second day.

8th grader David Wynn was questioned about his last
wrestling season as a middle schooler. Wynn said his
season was good. He said that his motto for the season
were “Wrestle - don't give up.” 

The challenges for the team, Wynn said, were
"probably doing the moves.” The middle school team
needs to get faster at moves, Wynn said.

Wynn said his mindset for a match is, “I’m going to win
this whole thing.”

Wynn was also questioned about his EOWL
championship.

Wynn felt that the “Championships went well; we all
made it but one person”. Wynn placed 7th at the
EOWL championship.

7th grader Ryder Beight was questioned about his first
year of middle school wrestling. Beight said his season
went pretty well.

Beight also said the highlights of the team are “Placing
at many tournaments. Now we are going to big
tournaments.”

The middle school wrestling team needs to work on
paying attention more, Beight said. 

Beight said his mental state before going into a match
is, “Focus on your own match and listen to coaches.”

Beight was also asked about how the EOWL
championship. Beight felt that the “Went pretty
good; it was fun.” Beight also placed 7th. 

Sophomore Trevor McElhaney was questioned
about his 2025-2026 wrestling season.

McElhaney’s season went well with many quality
wins. He said highlights of the season were,
“Winning our home Rebel Rally; we got a big
trophy.”

McElhaney said that the high school team needs
to continue training hard.

His said his mindset before a match is, “Trying to
sound out everything and focus on what I’m
going into.”

Junior Josh Smith has also had a strong wrestling
season.

Smith said the season is “going good - our guys
are winning their certain matches, but we can
get better.”

Smith also said highlights of the team are “Trevor
McElhaney won MVP. All our guys have
consistently been in the finals. Bo Julian got MVP
at our home meet, and I won a couple myself.”

The successful season has not been without
adversity: “The team dealt with injuries for the
past two seasons so that's nothing new. If our
team stays healthy we will be fine. All the guys
are young and don't know much about the sport
but they still need to work hard,” Smith said.

Smith summed up his mental state before a
match: “You gotta be pretty mentally tough. Half
the match is mental and the other half is
physical…my mindset is ‘keep going’ and just
focus on my own match.”
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Bowling team continues strong season
by Helen Garwood

The Crestview High School bowling team has had
a good season. They’ve played many schools and
won a good amount of matches. The team just
won another match, February 8th - boys and girls
teams won. These teams put in a lot of effort and
practice into the season. 

Senior Olyvia Barnett whose personal best is a 176
states, “So far for having some newbies on the
team, we are doing well. I don't know our record
at the moment but we've really bonded as a
team.”

The team as a whole has done a good job and
they say the play depends on their moods and if
they're having fun.

The team has fun when they are in good
spirits.They have a few new additions to the team
this year and they are learning and succeeding as
well. As a whole, the team has advanced and
improved. 

Barnett states, “Games honestly just depend. We
do well but sometimes we do better than other
nights depending on the days we've had.”

 If they are having fun they do good, but if they are
having a bad day then their plays might not be as
good. 

The team has won over many teams, some by
default (not enough players) and some when
everyone is in high spirits. The girls and boys
teams work together very well and all seem to get
along. Bowling is a good way for kids to get
exercise while having fun. 

Overall, the bowling team has done quite well this
season. 

MS girls complete championship season
by Claire Crable

The 7th and 8th grade middle schools girls basketball
teams had a great 2025-2026 season. Both teams
ended up winning the MVAC Gray Division
tournament. The 8th grade team went 15-0 in the
MVAC league while the 7th grade went 14-0. 
  
While the 8th grade team won all the MVAC games
played, the team did end up losing in an out of
conference game against Canfield. This game was a
challenge for the girls but ultimately helped the girls
grow as a team.

8th grade coach David MacKay thinks all the girls
evenly contribute to the undefeated league team but
do have some areas for improvement.

David MacKay states “I think we are very aggressive
defensively and have a great press but we do need to
work on finishing and smarter passes.”

8th grader Abby MacKay believes Coach Mackay has
set up a great court strategy for the team.

“I think Coach MacKay instructs us very well about
who we should be guarding and the plays we should
be running,” said Abby MacKay. 

7th grade has also been undefeated in the MVAC. The
team did end up losing non-conference games to
Canfield and Boardman. 

7th grade coach Kory Whitacre states, “We have a
good core of outstanding players but I would say
Olivia Smith has been our main scorer.”

Smith thinks the team has a great feel for the game
but are ready to improve moving forward.

Smith states, “I think we need to work on moving the
ball around better and working together as a team.”
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MS boys show improvement
by Karlisle Miller

The middle school boys basketball team capped
off successful seasons, each finishing the regular
season with a 7-7 record. The 7th grade team
finished second in the MVAC postseason
tournament. Although the middle school teams
did well, they do have some weaknesses.

8th grader Brody Pancake states, “One of our
weaknesses is probably our ball movement.”

7th grader Landon McLemore states, “Defense is
our weakness.”

Pancake and McLemore claim that both their
teams could work on defense but they also carry
many strengths on the boys basketball team.

8th grade coach Robert Wiery said, “For 7th
grade, they are very, very good on offense
between Noah (Barber) and Landon (McLemore)
getting to the basketball and Paxson (Wolfe) also
providing inside scoring and boxing out.”

Wiery also states, “For the 8th grade, definitely
the strength of the team is defense. They play
great man defense and zone, and offensively they
are good at driving to the basket and getting to
the free throw line.”

The team has many strengths but also room for
improvement. 

Wiery states, "Definitely offensively, like knowing
the plays, knowing the system so we can score
points because that's how you win, and one thing
we are still trying to improve on is defense and
also transition and breaking the press.”

While Wiery thinks everyone on the
middle school basketball team is doing
very well some players have really stood
out to him on the team.

“So far this season on 7th grade Landon
and Noah - they have have great
leadership, they are the two best players
and then also Paxson and Quran (Smith)
have also been a big part of success, and
the 8th grade team absolutely has to be
Brody Pancake and Mason McGinnis - they
are the leaders of the team and are the
reason why we are so successful,” states
Wiery.

The middle school boys basketball team
has been working really hard and has had
a great highlight of their season.

Pancake states, "Definitely our win against
Newton Falls - we lost to them by 40 last
year and then being able to win against
them this year made me happy.”

The teams’ work in practices and games
throughout the season helped them
accomplish great seasons. 




