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RIVER RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2026 
GUIDELINES FOR GRADUATION PRACTICE AND EXERCISES 

 
OUTSTANDING OBLIGATIONS: All debts and obligations should be cleared by Friday, May 8, 2026.  If debts 
are not cleared, you will be pulled from the lineup.  These may include, but are not restricted to, any of the 
following: library fines, book debts, uniforms, parking tickets, lunch charges, etc.  To participate in the 
graduation exercises, all graduates must have cleared outstanding obligations with the school. DEBTS & 
OBLIGATIONS  Students - Check your debt.  For parents, the steps are listed here: 
https://rrhs.cherokeek12.net/payments on our Payments webpage 
 
SENIOR EXAMS: 
Senior exams are mandatory and will take place on the dates listed below during students’ regularly 
scheduled class periods. Seniors are expected to be present and take exams at the assigned times. Exams 
may only be taken at an alternate time in the case of extraordinary circumstances and with prior 
administrative approval from Mr. Miller. Family trips or vacations are not considered valid reasons for early 
or alternate exams. Failure to attend a scheduled exam may result in a zero. By signing this contract, seniors 
acknowledge their responsibility to attend and complete all required exams as scheduled. 
 

 
PRACTICE: There will be TWO graduation practices this year.  ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY.   In order to 
participate in graduation exercises on Friday, May 22nd @ 4pm, graduates must attend both practice 
sessions in their entirety!  Per CCSD and FBCW guidelines: All practices and senior activities are closed to 
parents, family, and friends. At the end of practice, students must leave the church campus/school 
immediately.  

• Wednesday, May 20th, 2026: (10:00am-12:30pm) Graduation practice will begin in the RRHS 
CAFETERIA starting with Senior Breakfast @ 8:45am. Verification of names will take place, and an 
official run-through, including passing out of honor cords and documents, will take place in the 
Auditorium. More details to follow. 

• Thursday, May 21st, 2026: Graduation practice will be at First Baptist Church Woodstock in The 
Chapel (building A) (11905 Highway 92 Woodstock, Georgia 30188).  Time for this practice is 8:00am. 
Please arrive no later than 7:45am. 

• Friday, May 22nd, 2026: Graduation takes place at 4:00pm. Students must report to the chapel of the 
church at 2:30pm. The actual ceremony takes place in the Sanctuary of Woodstock Baptist Church. 

 

All school rules apply to graduation practices and exercises.  Anyone who breaks a county or school rule 
or creates a distraction during practice will be dismissed from practice and will not be allowed to 

participate in the graduation exercises.   After final exams, seniors are not allowed to enter the school 
building without administrative permission. 

 

Date Period  
May 11th, 2024 
Monday 6th & 7th Period SENIOR EXAM ONLY 

May 12th, 2024 
Tuesday 

3rd, 4th, & 5th 
Period SENIOR EXAM ONLY 

May 13th, 2024 
Wednesday 1st & 2nd Period SENIOR EXAM ONLY 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:55c899a8-f46c-4d04-b3ca-ca6e3ea8394c
https://rrhs.cherokeek12.net/payments
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PRACTICE ATTIRE: For practice, casual but modest dress is acceptable.  Shoes must be worn at all times.  
Halter tops, short-shorts, swimsuits, inappropriate T-shirts, etc., are not acceptable dress.  Students who are 
not appropriately attired for practice will be sent home.  Remember: You must be at practice in entirety to 
participate in the actual graduation. Please be dressed appropriately to honor your graduating class.  
 
GRADUATION EXERCISES: (May 22nd, 2026): 

• BEHAVIOR: Your behavior is the most important factor in the success of graduation.  Distracting 
dress or misbehavior may result in your removal from the ceremony, and you will receive your 
diploma at a later time.   

• ATTIRE: Graduation attire is very important.  We send students home who are not dressed 
appropriately.  Traffic for graduation is heavy, and occasionally, students who have been sent home 
to change don’t make it back for the ceremony.  Don’t let this happen to you!  Only those seniors 
who are properly dressed will be allowed to march in the graduation ceremony.  See Ms. Barber or 
Mr. Miller if you are having a problem meeting the dress code requirements.  

 
Graduation Attire 

Ladies Gentlemen 
• Dresses 
• Jumpers/dress pants (black) 
• Black or dark dress shoes or sandals 
• Cap, Gown, Tassel, any Honor Cords 

• White dress shirt with a collar 
• Dark tie 
• Dress pants 
• Dark dress shoes with socks 
• Cap, Gown, Tassel, any Honor Cords 

Prohibited Attire 
• FLIP FLOPS 
• JEANS 
• TENNIS SHOES 
• DECORATIONS ON CAPS OR GOWNS NOT APPROVED OR PROVIDED BY RRHS 
• NO OUTSIDE STOLES, CORDS, PINS, ETC.  

 
• ARRIVAL: On the day of graduation, please be at the chapel no later than 2:30pm.  You will park in 

the parking lot near building A; enter from Hwy 92 and Neese Road. You will need to go directly to 
the Building A – The Chapel.  Parents are not allowed to enter The Chapel with the graduates.  Do not 
go into the auditorium to visit.  No one other than the graduates and school personnel will be 
allowed into the Chapel at this time.  If you are concealing any inappropriate items, you will be pulled 
from the line-up, and you will not be allowed to participate in graduation.  Please do not create an 
embarrassing situation by failing to abide by this rule. 

• Gown Return and Diploma Distribution: The gown is yours to keep. Your diploma will be distributed 
after graduation outside by your homeroom teacher; after that, it may be picked up in the RRHS front 
office May 26th – May 29th. 

• Students who are not walking: You may pick up your diploma May 26th – May 29th in the front office. 
Please return page 4 of this contract to Ms. Brackett (or scan and email to 
stephanie.barber@cherokeek12.net) by Friday, April 3rd, 2026. 

• Wear shoes to practice: It might be a good idea to wear the shoes that you will be wearing at 
graduation during graduation practice.  
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In order for you, the senior, to participate in the ceremony, he/she and his/her parent/guardian must sign 
and return this page to the Ms. Barber’s Office (2101) by Friday, April 3rd, 2026.  Failure to do so will result in 
the student not being able to participate in practice, the Senior Breakfast, or the ceremony until this form is 
returned.     
 
Please Note: 

Cherokee County School District Decorum Statement and Disclaimer for Graduation: 
 

This is a special time for our graduates, parents, and their families.  As such, we wish to conduct this ceremony 
in a manner reflecting the dignity and importance worthy of this event.  
 
Therefore, we respectfully ask you to observe the decorum deemed appropriate for this ceremony. The use 
of air horns or other noisemakers are explicitly prohibited, as they detract from the dignity of this event and 
also prevent others from hearing the names of their graduates called for recognition. Please refrain from 
such disruptions during the graduation ceremony.   
 
We appreciate the School District’s partnership with First Baptist Church of Woodstock, which provides us 
with the opportunity to conduct today’s commencement in a comfortable, dignified venue, allowing access 
for as many family members and friends as possible.  We sincerely appreciate the use of this great facility; 
however, this should not be viewed as a religious endorsement by the School District. 

I have read and agree to the guidelines specified in this letter. 
 
_________________________  _______________  _________________ 
Senior name (Print Clearly)              Student Number              Homeroom Teacher 
 
____________________________        ______________________________ ________  
Senior Signature      Parent Signature                Date 
 
____________________________    ________________________________ 
Senior Cell Phone Number   Senior Personal Email Address 
 

1) What are your plans for next year? 
 

 
2) Do you already have a job?  

If so, where? 
 
 

3) Are you entering the military? 
Which branch? 

 
 

4) Have you been accepted to college or technical college? 
If so, where? 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS SIGNED CONTRACT TO MS. BARBER IN 2101 BY FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD, 2026 

ONLY RETURN IF YOU ARE NOT WALKING IN THE GRADUATION CEREMONY! 
 

Notification of Election NOT TO WALK with Graduating Class 
 

 
This is to notify the administration, counselors and graduating committee of River Ridge High School that: 
 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ID#:     ___________________________________ 
 
Has elected NOT to take part in the Graduation Ceremony and will not be walking with the class on May 
22nd @ 4pm. 
 
 
** Diplomas may be picked up from the front office on May 26th – May 29th between the hours of 8:30-
3:30 each day. 
 
 
 
 
Signatures Required: 
 
 
Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
 
 
Parent Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
 
 
This form must be returned to Mrs. Barber in 2101 or scan and email to stephanie.barber@cherokeek12.net 

by Friday, April 3rd, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:stephanie.barber@cherokeek12.net
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Transcript Information 
(If you are attending college, you MUST request a transcript!) 

 
 
 
River Ridge School Code: 113303 
 
Students: 
If you need a transcript sent to any college in the state of Georgia, you can 
request to have it sent electronically at no charge through GA Futures.   
Website - www.gafutures.org 
 
For out of state colleges, you may request electronic copies to send through 
Parchment. Parchment does charge a fee. 
Website – www.parchment.com 
 
For copies of your SAT and ACT scores, you may request copies through 
www.collegeboard.org & www.act.org 
We do not have copies of these tests here. 
 
Please note that all transcripts will be sent to your future college in the middle of 
June once transcripts are finalized. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gafutures.org/
http://www.parchment.com/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
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Important Graduation Information/Dates 
 

• March 2  Senior Contracts handed out in Senior Class Meeting 
• March 26  Distribution of Cap and Gown during lunch 
• April 3   Senior Contract Due  
• April 17  Prom 
• April 22-May 8  EOC Testing 
• May 4-15  AP Testing 
• May 4   Senior Slideshow Pics due 
• May 4   Senior Letters due 
• May 8   All debts must be cleared, and textbooks returned 
• May 8   Yearbook Distribution 
• May 11  Spring Awards Celebration – 6:30pm – auditorium – parents invited 
• May 11  Senior Exams 
• May 12  Senior Exams 
• May 13  Senior Exams 
• May 13   Senior Picnic – The Stadium – details to follow 
• May 18  Top Ten Luncheon 
• May 19  Knight Walk – details to follow 
• May 20  Senior Breakfast in the cafeteria, Slide Show Presentation & Graduation  

   practice in the Auditorium 
• May 21  MANDATORY - Graduation Practice at First Baptist Church    

   of Woodstock – 8:00AM (11905 Highway 92 Woodstock,    
   GA 30188).                

• May 22  Graduation is at 4:00 PM  
                               Report to the Chapel @ 2:30pm 
 

Senior Remind Accounts: 

Text to 81010 & enter the message BELOW that corresponds to your LAST NAME. 

  

STUDENT’S LAST NAME STUDENT REMIND PARENT REMIND 

A-D @rrstu26A-D @rrpar26A-D 

E-L @rrstu26E-L @rrpar26E-L 

M-Q @rrstu26M-Q @rrpar26M-Q 

R-Z @rrstu26R-Z @rrpar26R-Z 
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