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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS

Don’t forget to turn your clocks AHEAD on 
Sunday, March 8.



March 2 - No School - 
     Staff Work Day

March 30 - April 3 - No School 
                     Spring Break

Deposit Dates:

March 5
  March 12
March 19
March 26

March 2 - No School
March 3 -  Forensics - Family Night
March 4 - Dental Clinic
March 5 - Late Work for Mid Q3 Due
March 5 - Forensics State @ DeLong
March 6 - Last Ski Trip of the Year
March 7 - Summer School Sign Up Begins
March 9-10 - Variety Show Rehearsals
March 10 - JA in a Day (Grade 8)
March 14 - South Solo Fest
March 16-17 - Variety Show Rehearsals
March 19 - CVTC Field Trip
March 19 - Variety Show Public Performance 
March 23 - 27 - March Madness
March 26 -  Quarter 3 Sports End
March 27 - Summer School Sign Up Ends
March 27 - End Quarter 3
March 30 - April 3 - No School - Spring Break
April 8 - Quarter 3 Late Work Due

8th Grade Dance
Hollywood Red Carpet

May 1, 2026

2026 - 2027 School Year Calendar
 LINK

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1768254327/ecasdus/nn5f2uxr9eyvwuom9pnh/2026-2027SchoolYearCalendarforBoardApproval1.pdf


Falcon Families,

As we move into March at South Middle School, we are excited about the momentum of the school year and the promise of spring 
ahead. Our school community continues to live our motto—Connect, Discover, and Succeed—as students work to be 
respectful, responsible, and ready each day. Parent/Teacher Conferences have concluded. Thank you for partnering with us and 
taking time to connect with your child’s teachers. We value your voice and have sent out a brief family survey focused on 
conference feedback. Please take a few moments to complete it, as your input helps us continue to improve these important 
experiences. In addition, you should have also received our larger-scale family climate survey, and we greatly appreciate your 
feedback as we reflect on how South Middle School is serving students and families. You can find these links in your parent square 
account or linked in this newsletter. 

March is also a key month for learning and preparation. Students will begin reviewing and strengthening skills in advance of the 
Wisconsin Forward Assessment, which will take place the first full week in April, immediately following Spring Break (March 
30–April 3). Our staff continues professional learning throughout the year focused on Effective Instructional Delivery, and you 
may notice administrators visiting classrooms more frequently during this time. These visits are part of our commitment to 
continuous improvement and supporting high-quality instruction for all students. We are also continuing district-wide learning 
around standards-based grading, and the district will host another parent information night on April 22, right here at South 
Middle School. We encourage families to attend and learn more about this important work.

Student safety remains a top priority at South Middle School. On a day when students are NOT in attendance, we will be hosting 
a joint training with EMS, law enforcement, and school staff focused on our lockdown and intruder response procedures. More 
detailed information will be shared with families prior to this April training date. At any time, please remind your child that they 
should always feel comfortable reporting concerning behavior to an administrator or by using the Speak Up Speak Out app. As we 
look ahead to longer days, warmer weather, and new opportunities, we are grateful for your continued partnership and are excited 
for the energy that spring and sunshine bring to our school community.

Thanks, 

Caleb Hundt
South Middle School Principal
chundt1@ecasd.us
O- 715.852.5210
C- 715.492.2577

CONNECT DISCOVER SUCCEED



Family & Student Climate Surveys – Feedback for Your School 

From February 23 - March 13, families and students across the school district will have the chance to 
complete a climate survey. Students will complete the Student Climate Survey during the school day, and 
parents/guardians will have the chance to complete a Family Climate Survey in their own time during this 
period.
 
These surveys are anonymous and will ask questions about their school, their classes, their feelings of 
safety, and their engagement with school programs and activities. The results of these surveys will help our 
district learn what we are doing well, where we need to improve, and what we must prioritize as we plan for 
the future.
 
We are committed to meeting the diverse needs of each student attending our schools. You can preview the 
survey questions by visiting the link below  
 

● Family Climate Survey Questions
● For students in Grades 3-5
● For students in Grades 6-12

 
If you would like to opt-out your child from taking the Student Climate Survey, please reach out 
directly to your building Principal by email and notify them that you would like to opt-out your child from 
participating in the Student Climate Survey.
 
Thank you for your help in providing us with key input and feedback regarding our school climate. If you 
have any questions about the survey, please contact Dang Yang, Director of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
at dyang1@ecasd.us.  

Please use the QR code to complete the South Middle 
School Spring Conference Survey. Please complete the 

survey by March 6 .

https://email-link.parentsquare.com/ls/click?upn=u001.w-2Fv-2FxuFWAzcH-2BzcLTPJcq6EVc5s6muzhO8mNS5P9DSenQ1ZRSnH9dPEehXiF2nAR9sGzWJZFmvDLoCyKna2xO2ejboOzv1-2BMmGLPamflnVlHXS55Hn5lRgAkjVaiOL26lMFQ_uZuwGB96J-2B8EzdYijpSJQO-2FVBxwYVndWrIgLA5iCjFSO-2FKf3D-2B7EMnv73dJyTM8Ns7IeYTVPV6K3fiW-2Bei9Fu-2FPWUMbcNn6V1JoRI3LR-2FxecWiYAkn7dOw6FrF2rq2V7W1VOn1fRrnCw6KR-2FuxHXme9cGQLnP88Etb-2FNYjzrdfmRkrdQObcC-2BfhsAn8Vpnkg9fYzdAZbSuSUdZkFWD1kstuIAqdWwRRpTcondpmetYVgIJ7l0tZBcRRfMK9KNp9T
https://email-link.parentsquare.com/ls/click?upn=u001.w-2Fv-2FxuFWAzcH-2BzcLTPJcq6EVc5s6muzhO8mNS5P9DSenQ1ZRSnH9dPEehXiF2nAR8NVITbjPWzqj-2FstQ2XsYFhIpZAJeano0GI4V3kGX3QlwuOKNmLDiGQGP3ZOCx49toUhx_uZuwGB96J-2B8EzdYijpSJQO-2FVBxwYVndWrIgLA5iCjFSO-2FKf3D-2B7EMnv73dJyTM8Ns7IeYTVPV6K3fiW-2Bei9Fu-2FPWUMbcNn6V1JoRI3LR-2FxecWiYAkn7dOw6FrF2rq2V7yQPG0Px57009tyx5KeaMj7iJ3LBcnHJltGRLY-2B-2FpcjzRCIam63C7LM9sWuv1f-2F9mQfH3KjUHYoq5AZSzX5l2Z2J4vXTrixnCZi2JbIvkU7kwyHbJvOdC5OWb45CMSrOg
https://email-link.parentsquare.com/ls/click?upn=u001.w-2Fv-2FxuFWAzcH-2BzcLTPJcq6EVc5s6muzhO8mNS5P9DSenQ1ZRSnH9dPEehXiF2nARrTwjGs3VaCvXQqGHi0WCl-2FAMu3tQTH8HKeg6mJn5cUuefFetdjyMT5tcIY283iZynofD_uZuwGB96J-2B8EzdYijpSJQO-2FVBxwYVndWrIgLA5iCjFSO-2FKf3D-2B7EMnv73dJyTM8Ns7IeYTVPV6K3fiW-2Bei9Fu-2FPWUMbcNn6V1JoRI3LR-2FxecWiYAkn7dOw6FrF2rq2V7VVDGw2rmpPVKUfmPo-2Fb-2F6hnIvfCrL4gg7-2BJPNSwmEKgFRhc9UbujF-2FcDlJSLpYlN4XLpOm1UN0yCUDuHprjsFAgzu4ikTVMf3U5vTuY00cmh6dx8Qvu3Clp9vouo1RnO
https://email-link.parentsquare.com/ls/click?upn=u001.w-2Fv-2FxuFWAzcH-2BzcLTPJcq3QU6LvfS6X27Wd5hu1MwxZvkzwgcq74glCMtnyv5fWV_Cfe_uZuwGB96J-2B8EzdYijpSJQO-2FVBxwYVndWrIgLA5iCjFSO-2FKf3D-2B7EMnv73dJyTM8Ns7IeYTVPV6K3fiW-2Bei9Fu-2FPWUMbcNn6V1JoRI3LR-2FxecWiYAkn7dOw6FrF2rq2V7Tpnc3e4HVm9tmoIL13WGd-2BQvQ6yptN6Evpo-2F2JB6pR4Cxlt0y54HuCaHd1Q0D7jZ8UR3cQIfS7wIcYbZK204YV-2BsVdks8YeT8VY-2FUWi82a1cby1sjHudB8GFKjB8PIHr


March 23 - 27, 2026
The Eau Claire Area School District has revised its Physical Education program in grades 6-12. Included in this 
revision is an increase in fitness instruction and the addition of fitness assessments. The instruction and 
assessments will include FITNESSGRAM. FITNESSGRAM is a health-related fitness assessment developed by 
The Cooper Institute and is a research-based criterion referenced test.

The Eau Claire Area School District considers FITNESSGRAM a quality assessment for three reasons:

1. FITNESSGRAM establishes a baseline of a healthy fitness zone from which students can set goals and check 
their progress (non-competitive) to plan for lifelong physical activity and to maintain and improve their fitness 
level. This health-related fitness assessment measures students’ aerobic capacity, muscular strength/endurance, 
flexibility and body composition.

2. FITNESSGRAM provides recommended activity program options that will help students reach healthy fitness 
zones in those areas where they need to improve.

3. FITNESSGRAM does not place an emphasis on skill or sports-related fitness such as speed measured by an 
individual’s 40 yard dash time. It does not compare students to other students. All student data will be 
confidential.

FITNESSGRAM tests all students regardless of age, gender, or ability. Students are encouraged to be self-aware 
of health-related fitness and take responsibility by setting personal fitness goals. When students focus on the 
process of doing their personal best, a more positive lifelong impact is achieved.

There are several FITNESSGRAM assessment components, so students should expect the assessment process 
to take more than one class period. FITNESSGRAM assessment components include running, flexibility, 
curl-ups, push-ups, trunk lift. Height and weight are also included as a part of the assessment, and these 
measurements are taken privately. If you would like your student to be excluded from any of the FITNESSGRAM 
measurements, please contact your student’s physical education teacher.

Each year students will be assessed in the first weeks of their physical education course, and again during the 
last weeks. This will allow students and their parents/guardians to measure their fitness progress over the school 
year and year-to-year.

FITNESSGRAM assessment reports will be emailed to all students, and also emailed to parents who have given 
at least one email address to their school through the Student Information Card, which is updated at the start of 
each school year. Parents/guardians without an email address will be given a paper copy of their child’s report, 
which will be brought home by the child.

The Eau Claire Area School District believes by providing you and your child with this health-related fitness 
information you can lead your child toward a healthy lifestyle. A healthy student is better prepared to learn and 
perform in all aspects of life. A sample student report may be found at 
http://www.fitnessgram.net/files/fgsamplereports.pdf.

If you have any questions about the FITNESSGRAM Assessment, please contact your student’s physical 
education teacher. You may also learn more about FITNESSGRAM at http://www.fitnessgram.net/



Order Your 2025 Yearbook Today!
Capture the memories of this school year with our official 2025 Yearbook!

Secure your copy today and ensure your student has a keepsake they’ll treasure for years to come. 
Let’s make this year unforgettable!

SFAC (South Falcon Advisory Council)
The South Falcon Advisory Council (SFAC) is a parent group supporting the work of SMS and 
our mission of Connect | Discover | Succeed. The primary goal of the SFAC is to open 
dialogue about strengthening the home-school connection to improve educational 
experiences for all students. We are very appreciative of the work of the SFAC and

Meeting 
Dates

continue to seek new members. Contact our Building Secretary, Rhonda Pederson,  (715-852-5289) for more 
information.

April 6
June 8

Meeting are held in the Media Center, room C203 at South 
Middle School 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM.

All are Welcome!!

Quarter THREE  Sports 
Season

January 20 - March 26

Girls Basketball (Grade 7-8)

Westling (Grade 6-8)
Boys Swimming (Grade 6-8)

● Or click the LINK

https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1117312/South-Middle-School/


The South Middle School works with Feed My People Food 
Bank to provide nutritional support to our families who are 
challenged with having enough food in their cupboards for 

everyone in their family to thrive. To access our food pantry, an 
adult must fill out this confidential order form each time (paper 
copies available by request). Students may fill this out with an 

adult at school as needed. Form must be submitted every 
Monday by 8AM for the week the family would like to receive 
items. Orders may be picked up on Tuesday-Friday from 7:00 

am to 3:30 pm, inside door 1 of the Attendance Office. Bags will 
be marked with your student ID number and initials. Should you 

have questions or want a physical order form, please contact 
South Middle School Social Worker, Ms. Austin Kruger at 

715-852-3417 or akruger@ecasd.us." 
https://forms.office.com/r/fbatjZxMZx

Falcon Foods Order Form

Falcon Foods Pantry – Donations Always 
Welcome!

Our Falcon Foods pantry is always accepting donations to 
support students and families in need. We are especially in 

need of individually packaged snacks  such as granola 
bars, crackers, fruit snacks, and trail mix—perfect for 

quick nourishment during the school day. Non-perishable 
food items and hygiene products are also appreciated. 

Thank you for helping us keep our pantry stocked and our 
Falcons supported!

As we prepare for Forward Testing in April, we are 
asking for your help in providing snacks for our 

students. If you are able, please consider donating 
individually wrapped, nut ‑free snacks  to support 

our learners during testing days.

Please send all donations to the school by March 
27, labeled “Forward Snacks.”  We truly appreciate 

any contributions you can provide.

If you prefer, you may also make a monetary 
donation , and we will use the funds to purchase 

snacks on your behalf.

Thank you for your continued support of our students 
and school community!

Here is the link to sign up for donations.

MID Quarter 3 ends February 26 
and all late work is due March 5,  

2026

END of Quarter 3 is March 27 and all late 
work is due April 8

MID Quarter 3 ends February 26 
and all late work is due March 5,  

2026

https://forms.office.com/r/fbatjZxMZx
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B44A9AF2BA0FDCE9-62597003-forward


JA in a Day  -  8th Grade Families

8th grade Academic and Career planning event: Junior Achievement in a Day 

On Tuesday, March 10th, 2026, eighth graders at South Middle School will participate in a 
career day. This event represents a partnership among several groups including 

Junior Achievement, the Eau Claire Area School district, Eau Claire Chamber of 
Commerce and many other local businesses and organizations.

In the morning, students will engage in workshops regarding education and career 
opportunities throughout the Chippewa Valley. They will attend a panel presentation 
with local entrepreneurs, an expo with representatives from multiple career clusters 

and learn about career-related skills from volunteers in our community.

In the afternoon students will visit two business sites within the community. Students 
will tour the businesses to learn more about career options. Buses will leave South 

after lunch (11:30) and return prior to the end of the school  day.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the field trip please contact the 
student services office. We are looking forward to a great day of activities to assist 

your child in planning for their future. Please return your students' permission slip as 
soon as possible.

Thank you to all of our families for your incredible 
generosity during our February Food Drive!  Because 
of your donations, we were able to support local families 
and community organizations in a meaningful way. Your 
kindness and willingness to give truly make a difference, 
and we are grateful for the strong community spirit that 

shines through each year. Thank you for helping us 
care for others!



RCU Information

Thank You, Families!
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the families 

who generously donated food, treats, and supplies for 
our parent ‑teacher conference meals. Your kindness 
helped make these long days a little brighter for our 
staff, and we are truly thankful for the support you 

continually show our school community.

Your thoughtfulness means so much—thank you for 
taking such good care of us!

Summer Program Registration 
begins online Saturday, March 7, at 

8 am and will end on March 27. 
Athletics registration will be open 
throughout the summer. The family 

hotline for questions will be 
available from 8 am-12 pm on 
March 7 only at 715-852-3141. 
Letters should have arrived in 
mailboxes with student IDs and 
instructions on how to register. 

The guide is also online at 
www.ecasd.us/summer.  Families 
can pick up extra guides at their 
school and at the Administration 

Building.

http://www.ecasd.us/summer


As Spring Break approaches, here are some helpful reminders to ensure students enjoy a safe, healthy, and restful 

week away from school.

For Students
Stay Active

Enjoy time outdoors—go for a walk, ride your bike, play a sport, or try a new hobby.

Keep a Light Routine

A flexible schedule still helps maintain good habits. Try to keep consistent wake‑up and bedtime routines.

Read or Learn Something New

Pick up a book, explore a favorite topic, or try a hands‑on activity like cooking or building.

Balance Screen Time

A little gaming or scrolling is fine—just remember to mix in screen‑free time.

Help Out at Home

Spring Break is a great time to practice independence: tidy your room, help cook, or take on a small project.

Spend Time with Friends—Safely

Choose safe activities, positive online behavior, and fun group outings.

For Parents
Set Expectations Early

Talk about daily routines, screen time limits, and activity guidelines before break begins.

Safety First

Review online safety, know who your child is hanging out with, and remind them of basic safety when they’re out and about.

Make Simple Memories

You don’t need a big trip for meaningful family time. Try game nights, local outings, baking together, or exploring a new hobby as a 

family.

Monitor Devices & Social Media

Check privacy settings, discuss healthy posting habits, and encourage mindful screen use.

Encourage Rest & Recharge

Spring Break is a great time for students to relax and reset before the final stretch of the school year.

Ease Back into Routine

A day or two before school starts, re-establish earlier bedtimes and get school materials organized.

Spring Break Tips for Middle School Students & 

Families



At the end of the quarter, the R3 Award  is 
presented to students who consistently 
follow South’s core principles of Respect, 
Responsibility, and Readiness . To be 
eligible, students must have zero major 
behavior infractions and no missing 
assignments. Staff nominations ensure that 
these students are acknowledged for their 
dedication and positive contributions to 
our school community.

3R    Award Recipients



Here are the pictures from the UWEC Middle 
School Honors Choir. This happened on January 8th. 

I included both the serious and goofy photo lol. 
Thank you in advance for posting this and sending 

it out!

Here are some photos from 
our first Encore 

competition, "Locopalooza" 
which was at Altoona High 

School. This was on 
Saturday, January 24th and 
we got 1st runner-up! Not 
everyone is included in the 

photo



Congratulations Shelby Moore!!! - We are so proud to share that Shelby Moore  has been selected as this year’s Golden Apple 
recipient for South ! 

This honor reflects her exceptional dedication, positivity, and the hard work she brings each day to support our students and staff. 

Shelby, thank you for everything you do to make South such a special place. We are incredibly grateful to have you representing our 

Falcons!  If you haven't seen the tv clip on WEAU yet, here is the link 
https://www.weau.com/2026/02/04/south-middle-school-honors-english-teacher-shelby-moore-with-golden-apple-award/

3rd hour AVID had the opportunity to learn from Jess Ewing, an advanced practice nurse, certified nurse midwife, Army 
nurse, and mom to Mady! She shared her journey to become who she is today. Her tips for success are Work hard, set 

goals! Fail...forward! It's ok to change it up! Learn something new every day! Have fun!

https://www.weau.com/2026/02/04/south-middle-school-honors-english-teacher-shelby-moore-with-golden-apple-award/


Bucky’s classroom visited grade 7 
students. Bucky’s Classroom brings 
UW-Madison student ambassadors 

directly into classrooms across Wisconsin, 
reaching over 2,000 seventh graders per 
year. The ambassadors lead interactive 

sessions that help younger students build 
a better understanding of college both 
academically and socially, gain knowledge 

about terms related to college, resources 
to help pay for college, explore possible 

career options and discover the 
importance of establishing a strong 

foundation for their future, rooted in 
education.

February 17 South had their home 
Wrestling Invite.  Here is a picture of 

South Middle School and Memorial High 
School Athletes



 

South students and staff recently hit the slopes for the second time at Christie Mountain for an exciting 

evening of skiing and snowboarding! It was a fantastic experience for everyone, with students of all skill levels 

participating. Some braved the challenge and learned to ski for the very first time, while others showcased 

their skills like seasoned pros. The final ski trip is on March 6.   Students have already signed up for it and the 

bus i s full.



CONNECT DISCOVER SUCCEED

Lunch Menu ECASD Family 
Service Website

My School Bucks
Check balance and deposit 

money into your child’s lunch 
account.

Community 
Events

South Middle 
School Website

ECASD School 
Calendar

Skyward Family 
Access

Family Tech 
Support 

Information

https://www.ecasd.us/departments/food-nutrition/breakfast-and-lunch-menus
https://www.ecasd.us/
https://www.ecasd.us/
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain?requestAction=home
https://www.ecasd.us/stay-informed-dd/community-events-resources/community-eventsresource-flyers
https://www.ecasd.us/stay-informed-dd/community-events-resources/community-eventsresource-flyers
https://southms.ecasd.us/
https://southms.ecasd.us/
https://www.ecasd.us/our-district-26/district-calendar
https://www.ecasd.us/our-district-26/district-calendar
https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsedueauclairewi/fwemnu01.w
https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsedueauclairewi/fwemnu01.w
https://www.ecasd.us/departments/technology/technology-support
https://www.ecasd.us/departments/technology/technology-support
https://www.ecasd.us/departments/technology/technology-support

