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KEEPING THE LINES OF COMMUNICATION OPEN

Butler Adopts New
Promotion Prerequisites

BY ARIEL FREE

Starting this school year, the district is implementing
new promotion requirements for students in grades 6-
12. In order to advance to the next grade level, students
must maintain a passing grade in English, mathematics,
and either science or social studies. In addition, students
must not be considered chronically absent.

One other change this year will be the absence of the
summer school option. Previously, students who did not
meet the promotion requirements could take credit
recovery at the Intermediate High School. According to
Mr. Dobransky, “Too many students were failing courses,
attending an online cyber school over the summer and
not gaining the necessary skills to be successful at the
next level.”

In an effort to be sure students have the skills needed to
be successful, attendance is an important part of the
new promotion requirements. A student is considered
chronically absent if they miss 10% or more of the
school year. However, just missing 10% of the year does
not mean that a student is retained. In certain
circumstances, students may still move on to the next
grade if they achieve a 90% or higher average in math,
science, and English or demonstrate grade-level
appropriate achievement on the PSSA and NWEA
assessments. Other special circumstances may include
the recommendation of a student’s [EP team, chronic
medical issues reviewed by the school physician, or a
substantial age discrepancy from that of their peers due
to a previous retention.
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Best Buddies Creates
Meaningful Connections

BY NATALIE GREGORY AND NORA HEADLEY

Best Buddies is a program that promotes kindness and
inclusion. Students in the club spend time with classmates
who have special needs and build real friendships.

Mrs. Rekich is the leader of Best Buddies at the IHS. She
started the club because her son was once a member and
had a great experience making friends. She first led the
program at the middle school before bringing it to the
IHS. The club is very popular and receives many
applications. Because of limited money and materials,
only seventh and eighth graders can join. There are about
250 students and 25 adults involved in the club.
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Parents of all at-risk students were notified in February to allow time for students to improve effort and attendance and
avoid retention. Students who still end up needing credit recovery can take it through Seneca Valley School District. Each

course will cost $150 for a full year, but it may cost more if fewer students register. Parents of failing students should

check Infinite Campus for any missing assignments before the deadline and turn in papers for unexcused absences. “There
is plenty of time remaining in the school year, so very few students should end up in this situation,” Mr. Dobransky said.

If you have any questions regarding the new promotion requirements, please reach out to the principal’s office or your
child’s guidance counselor.

Buddies

CONT. FROM PG. 1

Mrs. Rekich said her favorite part of running the club is when students tell her they had a great time after an event. She
said it makes the long hours of planning worth it. Her favorite event is called Games Games Games, where students spend
the period playing different games. She ran Best Buddies at the middle school for three years and has now led it at the IHS
for three or four years. In total, she has been running the program for about six or seven years. Best Buddies does not meet
during the summer and usually does not go on field trips because buses are expensive, but they recently attended a
bowling field trip where students enjoyed time with their buddies outside of the school building.

Vincent Greco has been in the program for
one year and has enjoyed his time in the
club. His favorite memory was making
cards for children in the hospital who are
chronically ill. He said those kids might
feel sad or upset, and he wanted to help
them feel better by writing positive
messages. Vincent said his favorite part of
the program is doing activities and
spending time with everyone. He especially
liked the first day, when everyone met and
discovered what they had in common.

Lydia Wilbert has been in the program for
two years. She said the best part is
spending time with everyone in the group.
Her favorite memory was making get to

know you cards on the first day so members could learn about each other. She also enjoyed making kindness cards for
children in the hospital. Lydia recommends that students who are not in the club should consider joining.

Cael Lewis has been a member for two years. He said he joined because he wanted to help others in the community. His
favorite memory is interacting with the other Buddies. He said his favorite part about the club is being able to turn his
kindness into something meaningful and spread it to others. His favorite event was making crafts together and sharing
food. Carly Dorenkamp, a two-year member, loved playing a large Blooket game about food. She said her favorite part of
Best Buddies is talking with the Buddies and being part of a worldwide organization.

Through friendship, kindness, and meaningful activities, Best Buddies continues to bring students together and create a
more inclusive and compassionate school community.

BUTLER AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION AND WILL NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEX, AGE, OR
HANDICAP IN ITS ACTIVITIES, PROGRAMS OR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES AS REQUIRED BY TITLE VI, TITLE IX, AND SECTION 504

FOR INFORMATION REGARDING CIVIL RIGHTS OR GRIEVANCE PROCEDURES, CONTACT DR. BRIAN WHITE, TITLE IX COORDINATOR, OR MR. AARON ROYHAB, SECTION 504 COORDINATOR, AT 110
CAMPUS LANE, BUTLER, PA 16001, (724) 287-8721. FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICES, ACTIVITIES AND FACILITIES THAT ARE ACCESSIBLE TO AND USABLE BY HANDICAPPED
PERSONS, CONTACT MR. AARON ROYHAB AT (724) 287-8721














































