
“College is 
a match to be made, 
not a prize to be won.
Frank Sachs, Former President of National 
Association for College Admissions Counseling
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Juniors Aiming 
for College 
Fall 2025



TONIGHT’S 
AGENDA
 
● Announcements
● College Admissions
● Financial Fit 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

▸ HSBP Assignments:  part of the High School & 
Beyond Plan Graduation Requirement; covering in 
History class visits to Career Center. Pay attention 
to Canvas Reminders about the HSBP. 

▸ SAT/ ACT:  scores not required for most colleges

▹ Want to know more? See To Test or Not to Test?

▹ If you decide to take, sign up directly:  
CollegeBoard.org for SAT, ACT.org for ACT
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRj436ewQkxsbsJre5fa7HVK8bq_0izqv4gaDXknEfsNrNkXJDxeaf1bNeqTMGlCGMogTO-kH022FYF/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/


Beware of Sham Offers
▸ These are not selective and are not awards
▸ They are advertisements
▸ Not valuable for college admissions
▸ Not worth your $$
▸ Organizations regarded as “pay to play” and 

not respected
Be on alert for events & organizations that promise 
college financial secrets
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Too much College Mail?
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▸ This is marketing

▸ Opt out of Student Search Service in 
your College Board account

▸ Unsubscribe using links in 
messages

▸ Opt in to college communications on 
the college website



Observer Accounts
▸ Students use for HSBP Completion/ 9.1 & 10.1 makeup 

assignments, career exploration, college research

▸ Seniors applying to college use as an essential part of 
their applications

▸ Parent/ Observer Accounts:  invited 11/1, will continue to 
invite periodically through January. Student can also 
invite parent via their Profile 

▸ Student access via Classlink 
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https://launchpad.classlink.com/shorelineschools


COLLEGE 
PROCESS
AT SHOREWOOD
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COLLEGE FIT
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Personal

Financial Academic 



WHY FIT? 
ENGAGEMENT 
MATTERS MOST
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Fit Over Rankings, Challenge Success 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S_zn3jsr011cC2HNtMpQIeD0lruW47oB/view?usp=share_link


TIMELINE FOR 4-YEAR COLLEGES
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SENIOR FALL > WINTERSUMMERSPRINGFALL > WINTER

WORK ON FIT
Self reflection
Research & reach out to 
colleges

COLLEGE LIST
Refine & anticipate work 
ahead

Solidify College 
List/Prepare for Fall 
Application Season

AUGUST 1
Many applications 
officially open

DEADLINES
Nov 1 - March 1

HAVE $$ TALK 
With family 

RESEARCH
Types of aid & schools that 
fit you  

LOOK UP
FAFSA/ WASFA 
Priority Dates

OCTOBER 1 
Financial Aid Applications 
open 



STUDENT
▸ Explore colleges

▸ Compile tentative list

▸ Attend workshop

▸ Research applications

▸ Work on applications

▸ Set up Scoir

▸ Finalize & submit 

WHO DOES WHAT? 

SHOREWOOD
▸ Provide tools & guidance 

for all stages

▸ Advise students through 
process

▸ Submit school documents 
according to student Scoir 
setup during application 
season
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WHAT DOES SHOREWOOD PROVIDE? 

WEBSITE/ TOOLS

College Fit page

College Applications page & 
section

Financial Aid page & section

Notices of upcoming events

EVENTS
How to Apply Series
College Essay Workshop
How to Apply sessions
College Visits
FAFSA/ WASFA Event
Essay Review
Application Help sessions

COMMUNICATIONS
Time-appropriate guidance
Resources
FAQ/ Troubleshooting 
Scholarship Opportunities
SW & Outside Events of 
interest

COLLEGE APP PACKET

Google folders w application 
& financial aid materials

DIRECT ASSISTANCE

Walk in or make appt w Mr 
Knepper/ Counselor

College App Peer Mentors
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SCOIR

Search tools, management 
for school portion of 
student applications.

ESSENTIAL for applying

https://shorewood.ssd412.org/programs-services/college-career/college-home-page/college-fit
https://shorewood.ssd412.org/programs-services/college-career/college-home-page/college-applications-with-posts
https://shorewood.ssd412.org/programs-services/college-career/college-home-page/financial-aid-paying-for-college


STUDENT PROCESS (look familiar?) 
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COMPARE

COMMIT

EXPLORE & RESEARCH

APPLY

REFINE & REFLECT

HEAR BACK

Now (be open-minded!)

Spring 2025

Summer - Fall 2025

Winter - Spring 

Spring 2026

Late Spring 2026



COMMON MISTAKES STUDENTS MAKE 
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COMPARE

COMMIT

EXPLORE & RESEARCH

APPLY

REFINE & REFLECT

HEAR BACK

● Skip Reflection & Research

● Narrow too early 

● Apply only to very competitive schools

● Apply only to familiar schools

● Choose colleges based on popularity/ 
perceived prestige rather than fit

● Avoid the $$ aspect

● Don’t tune in to emails/ events
PUT POSITIVELY:  

PLAN FOR OPTIONS, KEEP YOUR POWER, and BE AWARE



WAGAP 
Washington Guaranteed 
Admission Program
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Students: 
● Earn & maintain 3.0+ GPA
● Meet CADRs /College Academic 

Distribution Requirements

= Eligibility for Guaranteed Admission
Must still apply to the college!  

QR to WAGAP

https://councilofpresidents.org/_admissions/guaranteed-admissions-program-gap/


OF UTMOST 
IMPORTANCE
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READ EMAIL  especially from 
College & Career/ Counselors. 
Messages most often sent via 
Student Square/ Parent Square

START EARLY

USE TOOLS provided or your own 
organization system  

ATTEND events



SKILLS DEVELOPED 
DURING COLLEGE PREP 
ARE THE SAME SKILLS 
THAT LEAD TO COLLEGE 
SUCCESS

Sound like too much? 
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WHAT ABOUT 
PARENTS/ GUARDIANS? 

Balance of tasks varies with each family, BUT

● Parent should not be the director.  Ask “How can I help?” 

● Every student must develop independence and adulting skills, even 
if there are missteps

● Colleges expect to communicate with the student

● The student is applying to college, not “we” 

● In each application, student attests/ certifies that “all information 
submitted . . . is my own work” NOT the parent’s work

● If a student cannot handle the process, they are not ready for college



COLLEGE 
ADMISSIONS 
MYTHS & TRUTHS

This section will be expanded in the 
posted version of the slideshow; 
please review later. 



THREE 
RESEARCH-BASED 
INSIGHTS INTO 
COLLEGE 
ADMISSIONS
From ChallengeSuccess.org, 
Fit Over Rankings:  Why College Engagement 
Matters More Than Selectivity

https://challengesuccess.org/
https://challengesuccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Challenge-Success-White-Paper-on-College-Admissions-October-2018.pdf
https://challengesuccess.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Challenge-Success-White-Paper-on-College-Admissions-October-2018.pdf


MYTH:
COLLEGE 
ADMISSION 
RATES 
ARE EXTREMELY 
COMPETITIVE

REALITY: 
AVERAGE 

ADMIT RATE 
IS 73% 
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Source:  NACAC Selectivity:  
Acceptance Rates at 4-Year 
Colleges, Fall 2023

https://www.nacacnet.org/selectivity-acceptance-rates-at-4-year-colleges/
https://www.nacacnet.org/selectivity-acceptance-rates-at-4-year-colleges/
https://www.nacacnet.org/selectivity-acceptance-rates-at-4-year-colleges/


87.5% of COLLEGES 
ADMIT MORE STUDENTS THAN THEY REJECT

James S. Murphy with 2021 IPEDS Data
1423 Four-Year Public & Nonprofit Private Colleges with over 50 undergraduates 22



MYTH: 
COLLEGES 
EXPECT NEAR 
PERFECTION

REALITY:
MOST COLLEGES 

RELY ON HOLISTIC 
ADMISSIONS AND 

VALUE GROWTH 
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REALITY: 
MOST COLLEGES 
MAKE DECISIONS 
BASED ON A VARIETY 
OF FACTORS
Here, common factors are listed 
in average order of importance

Source:  NACAC Factors in Admission 
Decisions, Fall 2023

https://www.nacacnet.org/factors-in-the-admission-decision/
https://www.nacacnet.org/factors-in-the-admission-decision/


SIDE NOTE ON GPA: 

UNWEIGHTED GPA
Will not be an issue

● All WA public high schools have 
unweighted GPAs

● Students indicate type of GPA 
when they apply

● Colleges recalculate different 
types of GPAs to a common 
scale



MYTH: 
COLLEGE 
RANKINGS 
ARE A GOOD 
PLACE TO START 

RANKINGS CAN 
BE GAMED AND 

ARE NOT 
INDICATORS OF 

QUALITY 
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R IDEAS
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Most articles hyperlinked; click image to read

https://www.reed.edu/reed-magazine/articles/2019/usnews-discrepancy.html#:~:text=Our%20researchers%20noticed%20that%20USN,schools%20in%20the%20Top%2050.
https://www.reed.edu/reed-magazine/articles/2019/usnews-discrepancy.html#:~:text=Our%20researchers%20noticed%20that%20USN,schools%20in%20the%20Top%2050.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zwATnCGbyLL3dZ46sG6llS3YEGK1IyHL/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zwATnCGbyLL3dZ46sG6llS3YEGK1IyHL/view?usp=share_link
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2022/11/21/law-schools-reject-us-news-rankings
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2022/11/21/law-schools-reject-us-news-rankings
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nA_FcgZgGSVXqoyHXgNO3M1d938pE8I_/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nA_FcgZgGSVXqoyHXgNO3M1d938pE8I_/view?usp=share_link
https://washingtonmonthly.com/2022/10/13/why-the-u-s-news-college-rankings-are-subject-to-cheating-and-how-to-fix-them/
https://washingtonmonthly.com/2022/10/13/why-the-u-s-news-college-rankings-are-subject-to-cheating-and-how-to-fix-them/


MYTH: 
STUDENTS MUST 
KNOW THEIR 
INTENDED 
MAJOR/ CAREER 

REALITY:
THERE ARE SOME 

DIRECT TO MAJOR 
PROGRAMS BUT 

MOST STUDENTS 
CHANGE THEIR 

ORIGINAL PLAN 
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Some Majors 
at Some 
Colleges are 
Direct Entry
Meaning you have 
to apply to the 
major when you 
apply to the 
school

     



30MOST students change majors while in college

Exploration 
now can 
help, but 
there’s no 
way to know 
all of the 
possibilities

Colleges 
want you to 
explore there

Shown:  about 20%  of the majors available 
at Montana State



Data based on graduates of 
Williams College:  shows major on 
left side of circle and career sector 
entered on right side. 

Note the mixed colors (majors) in 
each industry on the right. 

Use the tool yourself on Williams’ 
Visualizing Majors and Careers.

FOR MOST CAREERS, 
YOU DO NOT NEED A 
NARROWLY DEFINED 
MAJOR

https://www.williams.edu/admission-aid/after-williams/visualizing-majors-and-careers/


● We imagine that progress is 
linear but experiences and 
knowledge influence next 
steps. 

● Students should be open to 
possibilities in college

● College will offer exposure to 
a large variety of academic 
fields & possibilities

OVERSIMPLIFIED, 
BUT YOU GET THE 
IDEA



WHAT SHOULD 
YOU BE DOING 
NOW? 



USE & CUSTOMIZE THESE TIMELINES

2 YEAR COLLEGE & OPTIONS  
Apprenticeships, Career 
Training, Associate programs 

34

4 YEAR COLLEGE 
Bachelor Degree Programs

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZO2VV0HH0ReQnXSozBjNPRTYJAWKPLInJPlJ2GOBido/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wNuUcMWYfAX0Lmn-CgIXv1NCd9ItTVz9c8m2PhpXpK4/edit?usp=sharing


TIMELINE FOR 4-YEAR COLLEGES
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SPRINGFALL > WINTER

WORK ON FIT
Self reflection
Research & reach out to 
colleges

COMPILE COLLEGE LIST
Refine & anticipate work 
ahead

HAVE $$ TALK 
With family 

RESEARCH
Types of aid & schools that fit you  



AIMING FOR COLLEGE 
ATHLETICS? 
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Register for: 
NCAA Eligibility Center
NAIA Eligibility Center

Pictured:  Ellie Shoop, 
Whitworth; Jake 
Fredrickson, Occidental; 
Eileen Beres, RPI; Stefan 
Mueller, Dominican of CA

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://play.mynaia.org/


ACT on what you can control

You cannot control how colleges make decisions, set 
their policies, or who else applies, but you can control: 
▸ When you start the process
▸ Scope of your reflection & research 
▸ What you prioritize in your search 
▸ How you do in your classes
▸ Which activities you pursue & what you do with 

your time
▸ Which colleges are on your application list
▸ Your application:  essay, descriptions, approach 
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Recommended:  Focus on What you Can Control Georgia Tech Admissions Blog and 
pretty much all other posts on the blog

https://sites.gatech.edu/admission-blog/2019/08/21/focus-on-what-you-can-control/


RESOURCES for COLLEGE ADMISSION
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▸ Who Gets in and Why (book) by Jeffrey Selingo

▸ Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be (book) by Frank Bruni

▸ College Essay Guy / Ethan Sawyer on Twitter, blog, podcasts:  many free 
resources

▸ Sara Harberson on Instagram & Facebook:  several free resources & IG Live/ 
FB Live talks

▸ PayingforCollege101.com Paying for College Facebook group:  addresses topics 
beyond $$

▸ The College Solution/ Lynn O’Shaughnessy:  blog, book, articles 

▸ College Guidance Network Library of videos & resources

https://jeffselingo.com/books/who-gets-in-and-why/
https://www.amazon.com/Where-You-Not-Who-Youll/dp/1455532681
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://www.saraharberson.com/
https://payingforcollege101.com/
https://thecollegesolution.com/
https://www.library.collegeguidancenetwork.com/library/home/f3eee082-a962-498f-9c21-4fc8e1298767?ref=f3eee082-a962-498f-9c21-4fc8e1298767


COLLEGE ADMISSION STATISTICS & RESEARCH
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▸ State of College Admission Reports by NACAC/ National Association of 
College Admission Counselors

▹ SOCA Factors in Admission Decisions Fact Sheet 2023

▹ SOCA Factors in Admission Decisions Powerpoint 2023

▹ SOCA Selectivity Fact Sheet 2023

▹ SOCA Selectivity Powerpoint 2023

▸ Education Data Initiative College Enrollment Statistics

▸ Higher Ed Data Stories analysis & data visualization by Jon Boeckenstedt

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TtLZjQpNHRWIszlBnGc-_qyOu3rDO-aQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PF9H4_dWUkBhz1FLjt1FzI0DT68oiOaG/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EcdTbY100BSOkEiMGapbYNmaKwm-27J4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JOMSR9p37iXWqIxXDnGnRXa--aNsv3au/view?usp=sharing
https://educationdata.org/college-enrollment-statistics
https://www.highereddatastories.com/


QUESTIONS? 

CONTACT
Zechariah Knepper, College & Career 
Specialist zechariah.knepper@ssd412.org

or 
Your student’s counselor:  assignments 
and contact info on Counseling 
Department page

or REFER TO PAGES ON 
shorewood.ssd412.org/programs-services/
college-career
 

mailto:zechariah.knepper@ssd412.org
https://shorewood.ssd412.org/programs-services/counseling-center
https://shorewood.ssd412.org/programs-services/counseling-center
https://shorewood.ssd412.org/programs-services/college-career
https://shorewood.ssd412.org/programs-services/college-career

