
Student Laptop Requirements 

 

Students will need a laptop that meets the specifications below to ensure compatibility with school software, online 
assessments, and classroom activities. Please review both the minimum requirements and our recommended 
specifications before purchasing. 

Minimum Device Requirements 

These are the baseline specifications a student laptop must meet: 

Spec PC (Windows) Mac 

Processor Intel Core i3 or AMD equivalent Apple Silicon M1 or higher 

Operating System Windows 11 macOS 14 (Sonoma) or later 

RAM 8 GB 8 GB 

Storage 256 GB minimum 256 GB minimum 

Wi-Fi Wi-Fi capable Wi-Fi capable 

Battery Life At least 6 hours At least 6 hours 

Webcam Built-in or external Built-in or external 

Screen Size 10 inches minimum 10 inches minimum 

Recommended Specifications 

We recommend the following specifications over the minimums for a well-equipped student laptop: 

Spec PC (Windows) Mac 

Processor Intel Core i5 or AMD equivalent (or higher) Apple Silicon M3 or higher 

RAM 16 GB or higher 16 GB or higher 

Storage 512 GB or more 512 GB or more 

Warranty 3-year Accidental Damage warranty 3-year AppleCare+ 

Important Notes 

• Avoid ARM-based processors (e.g., Qualcomm Snapdragon). These may not be compatible with required school 
software and testing platforms. 

• Chromebooks and iPads are not accepted. These devices do not support the software and tools required for 
coursework. 

• Screen size matters for testing. A minimum 10-inch screen is recommended for SAT digital testing and other 
standardized assessments. 

• Warranty coverage is strongly recommended. An accidental damage warranty (PC) or AppleCare+ (Mac) will 
protect your investment. 

 

Questions? Contact us at techsupport@gprep.org for guidance on selecting a device that meets these requirements. 


