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Important Numbers 
Front Office 615-794-1187 

FES MAC 615-591-2813 
Nurse 615-472-3808 
Cafeteria 615-472-3866 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

3/1 
3/5 

3/13 
3/20 
3/27 

3/30 

 

 

Sawyer Morris 
Brandon Garrett 

Hanni Watson 
Kristen Carter 
Tara Gaines 

Aimee Servais  
 

  

  
 

          

 
 

CALENDAR  
3/6 
3/9-13 

3/16 
 
3/18 

3/19 
 

 
3/20 
4/3 

Early Dismissal Day 
Spring Break   

School Board Mtg. @ 6:00 (Central 
Office) 
Spring Pictures  

Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety Presentation; 
Tree Wise for K-1st; PTO Mtg. @ 8:45 (Q&A 

with Dr. Hoag) 
Spelling Bee; Report Cards  
Spring Holiday 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@fssdFES 
 

Follow us on Facebook: 
FranklinElementaryCubs 

 
Follow us on Instagram: 
franklin_elementary_school 
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Principal’s Message 

By: Dr. April Carrigan  

 
I hope your family and you have enjoyed your week! We have an exciting week coming up March 

3rd. We will be celebrating Read Across America Week. Our students will participate in Spirit Week, 
enjoy guest readers, and other exciting activities throughout the week. We are so excited to 

celebrate our love of reading!  
 

We are excited to announce that FSD online registration for the 2026-2027 school year will open 
Monday, March 2. If you have a returning student, you will need to be prepared to log in to 
your Skyward Family Access account. Now is a good time to locate your one proof of residency, 

which you can submit electronically with your registration or drop off at our school once your 
registration is complete. 

 
FSD Recruitment Fair will be on March 21 from 9:00 – 11:00. The fair will be held at the FSD Central 

Office. If know someone who might be interested in working in the best district (or you), please pass 
the information along!   
 

If your child is a car rider in the afternoon, please remember the following protocols to ensure our 
students’ safety: (1) Please remain in your car. If your child needs assistance getting in, our faculty will 

help. (2) Please refrain from using your cell phone when in the car rider line. (3). Please put your car in 
park while waiting for your child. Thank you for your help in keeping our students safe and helping our 
pickup to move quickly. 

 

Assistant Principal’s Tip 
By: Lauren Simpson 

 

Due to prolonged district closures from the winter ice storm, the state has extended the TCAP testing 
window. As such, the district has decided to push back TCAP testing to the last two full weeks of April 
to give students and staff more time to adequately prepare. This means that our primary TCAP testing 

window will now be the weeks of April 20th and April 27th. 

 
Please see the updated TCAP schedule below. TCAP testing will take place at the start of each 

morning on the specified dates. If at all possible, please avoid scheduling appointments on these 

dates and ensure your child arrives on time during this window.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Coordinated School Health News 
By: Lisa Chatman, FSD CSH 

 

Respect is one of our character words. There is a saying that goes “All 
children behave as well as they are treated.” Children who understand 
the importance of having respect for themselves, others, and authority 

are more likely to be successful in school. Answer these questions with a 
yes or no response. 

 

• Do you model polite behavior, such as saying please & thank you? 

• Do you teach your child to respect rules by following them yourself? 

• Do you explain the reasons behind rules to your child? 

• Do you encourage your child to be honest by admitting your own mistakes? 

• Do you practice respecting your child’s feelings? 

 
Each yes answer means that you are promoting respect at home. Each no is an idea that you could 

try. 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
By: Andrea Gillette, School Counselor  

 

Happy Friday!  The character word for the month of February is citizenship.  Citizenship means that 

you follow the rules and do your share in service to your school, community, and country. Good 

citizens respect authority, are dependable, follow the rules, report things 
that are against the law, and volunteer to help others. The kindergarten 

and third grade students came to my class this week and learned about 
personal safety (say no to strangers, get away, and tell a safe person). Next 

week, the first, second, and fourth grades will come to my class. They will 
continue learning about personal safety with strangers and safe/unsafe 
touches. During the next few weeks, all grades will learn about personal 

safety which includes stranger safety and safe/unsafe touches. Please let 
me know if you have any questions or concerns. Please talk with your child 

about this important topic and feel free to call me at 794-1187 if you have 
any questions.   

 

Math Olympiads 
By: Michelle Pieczura, Accelerated Learning Teacher  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spark Your Mind 



                                              

 
 
The University of Chattanooga sponsors a free program for students to learn about electrical 
engineering by sending four different project kits.   Although most appropriate for grades 3 - 4 with 

parental supervision, they could be done in younger grades with parents.  All students in Grades 1 
and up are eligible to receive the kits.  Students who sign up will receive four hands-on kits and a 

video tutorial to complete the project. 
 

To learn more and register your child, click here:   Link to Register for Spark Your Mind 
 

PTO Happenings 
By: Callie Alexander, PTO President  

 

We had Something to Talk About during Staff Appreciation Week as we celebrated our incredible FES 

staff with a fun 90s music themed lineup of surprises!  
 

Each day brought a new treat to show our gratitude for the dedication, heart, and hustle our staff 
pour into our students and school community: 

 
● Monday, we kicked things off with a morning coffee bar 
● Tuesday, staff enjoyed a catered lunch from Corky’s BBQ 

● Wednesday, lunchtime featured dips, appetizers, and small bites 
● Thursday a dirty soda bar added a sweet, fizzy afternoon pick me up 

● Friday, we wrapped up the week by delivering custom FES sweatshirts to each staff member  
 

The smiles, laughter, and excitement throughout the week made it clear just how much 
these moments meant. It was a joy to see our staff feel celebrated. 
 

One of the biggest highlights of the week was a surprise cameo video from the lead 
singer of Diamond Rio who sent a heartfelt message thanking our staff for the 

difference they make every single day.  It was such a memorable moment. 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our Staff Appreciation Drive, making this week possible!  
 
Our next PTO meeting is March 19 at 8:45am. This particular meeting is for 4th grade parents to come 

and meet Franklin Intermediate’s principal Dr. Hoag for a question-and-answer hour. See you there! 

 

The Book Nook 
By: Julie Bryant, Library Media Specialist  
 

Happy February! We have been so busy in the library and have had so much going on, but our 

biggest change is that Luca, our school dog, is spending time in the library. Mrs. Reynolds and I are 
still learning, but we love having him in our space. 

 
We have some special class projects going on: Kindergarten students made pom-poms and 
decorated hats and snowmen based on stories we read about knitting. First grade students are 

created collage people based on the illustrations of author/illustrator Oge Mora. Second grade 

https://www.utc.edu/engineering-and-computer-science/academic-programs/electrical-engineering/programs-for-students-teachers-and-community/spark-your-mind


students learned about author/illustrator Faith Ringold and are creating a story quilt we will hang in 
the library. Third and fourth grade students have been learning about all the different events in the 
Winter Olympics and reporting what they learned and if they would want to try that sport.   

 
It’s almost time for Read Across America week! We are celebrating March 2-6 this year and are very 

excited about celebrating reading and books!   
 

Some of the special days are included below: 
 
Monday, March 2: Read Across America kickoff! – Wear your snuggly pajamas and 

cozy up with a book! 
 

Tuesday, March 3: Yay for Reading!  TEAM Up with your buddy or a good book.  

Wear your team colors today and enjoy reading with a friend.  
 

Wednesday, March 4:  Book Character Day!  Dress as your favorite BOOK 

CHARACTER.  Remember, no masks or weapons of any kind.  If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
Thursday, March 5: Dress for a Day Out!  K-3 students are going to attend a performance by the 

Nashville Symphony, so we want to look our best! 
 

Friday, March 6: Spirit Day!  Celebrate FES and wear your favorite FES shirt.  And we have a special 

treat for you this day.   

 

Lunch Menu 

 

      
 


