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Head’s Message

The Joy of Being a Child

This week I had the pleasure of spending time in Pre-Prep at the end of the day, when everyone was
understandably a little tired. While we drew pictures, played with Lego, and enjoyed our snacks, parents were
attending Parents’ Evening, discussing progress and development. I was struck by a paradox…

In Four Thousand Weeks, Oliver Burkeman reminds us that the average human life is surprisingly short.
Around four thousand weeks sounds like a lot, until we realise how easily they slip past when every moment is
treated as preparation for something else. This can be counterproductive. This idea feels especially important
when we think about childhood.
 

Children are often encouraged to focus on who they will become: the next exam, the next team, the next
achievement. While ambition and effort matter, Burkeman’s message gently challenges the idea that life is
mainly a rehearsal. Childhood is not simply a training ground for adulthood; it is a meaningful part of life in
its own right. If we are so busy learning how to be adults, where is the space to simply be children?

One of the joys of being a child is the ability to be fully present. Children can lose themselves in a game, a
conversation, or a moment of laughter without worrying how useful it is. In Four Thousand Weeks,
Burkeman argues that constantly trying to optimise our time can stop us from truly living it. When children
are rushed from one goal to the next, they risk missing the simple pleasures that make life rich: curiosity, play,
friendship, and wonder.

This does not mean giving up on learning or progress. Instead, it means recognising that growth does not
always come from striving. Sometimes it comes from pausing, noticing, and enjoying where we are now. A
child reading for fun, playing outside, or asking endless questions is not ‘falling behind’; they are doing
something deeply human.

At Dean Close St John’s, education is about more than outcomes. It is about nurturing thoughtful, joyful
individuals who understand that their value is not only in what they achieve, but in who they already are. If
we remember that time is limited, as Four Thousand Weeks teaches us, then childhood becomes even more
precious. It deserves to be lived, not rushed through.

And, as is so often the case, our children have much to teach us in enjoying the moments and being present.

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer

6TH FEBRUARY 2026



Pre-Prep News

Outdoor Fun

Despite the wet weather so far, we’ve still been having lots of fun outdoors! This week, the children
enjoyed mud painting and plenty of muddy play in our outdoor classroom. The rain certainly can’t stop us
from spending time outside — in fact, it makes it even more exciting!

This week’s focus - Pre-Prep Music Clubs

Pre-Prep children have the opportunity to take part in music-themed clubs three
times a week. On Tuesdays, they can join the Mini Brass Club; on Wednesdays,
the Mini Strings Club; and on Fridays, our youngest singers come together to
rehearse in the Little Voices Choir.

We are featuring a different club each week to share all the exciting things
happening at our school clubs!

School Club of the Week - 
Pre-Prep Music Clubs

The instrumental clubs give children a fantastic chance
to discover and try different instruments, helping
them explore what they might like to learn in the
future — or simply to enjoy making music with their
friends. The choir also offers regular rehearsals where
children learn and practise songs, as well as
performance opportunities not only at school events
but also beyond school, including town music events.



Form Time at St John’s

Upcoming Boarding Weekends in March

At St John’s, we take a “no rush” approach. Form times
provide a wonderful variety, allowing pupils to spend time
with their form tutor and peers in a more relaxed part of the
school day. 

This is perfectly illustrated by our Year 5 and 6 pupils taking
part in the ‘Monday Move’ initiative with Mr Cracknell. It’s
a fantastic way to start the week with fresh air and a sense of
togetherness, walking around the school grounds and
boosting their daily step count even before the first lesson
begins!

Whole School Open Morning -
School Parents are Welcome!

On Friday 13th February, we will be hosting our first Open
Morning of the Lent Term 2026.

Current parents are also very welcome to attend, either for a
tour from 9am or simply to join us for coffee  and a chat
from 10.30am

To attend, please email:
admissions@deanclosestjohns.org.uk 



Match reports

U8 & U9 Football

Year 3 and 4 continued their impressive progress in
football as we travelled to QEH to play against them and
Collegiate. 

Despite a challenging afternoon against some very strong
sides, it was wonderful to see our boys give their all,
battling through the elements and remaining committed
until the final whistle. It was especially lovely to see our
Year 3 pupils pushing themselves in the combined Year 3
and 4 fixtures, producing some fantastic individual
performances — including a goal-of-the-term contender
from Alfie W!

U10 – U13 Boys’ Hockey

We had a fantastic afternoon on Wednesday, travelling to various
locations to compete in our hockey matches. It was excellent to see all
the boys contributing so strongly to both their own performances and
the team’s success, improving skills and building even stronger
relationships with their teammates. One standout moment was Steffan,
who represented the Foundation against a strong Millfield side and
scored five goals in a dominant display by the team.

Match report from Frank and Bertie:
On 4th February, we went to Clifton College to play in a hockey
tournament. We started with a close loss against Millfield but
went unbeaten in the remaining matches, including a 5–0 win
over Clifton College, with Frank and Bertie Chew scoring in that
victory. Overall, the team played exceptionally well throughout
the tournament.

U8 & U9 Netball

Our Year 3 and 4 pupils took part in a netball festival this week, joining
teams from Rougemont and Llandaff for an afternoon of energetic play
and great sportsmanship.

Over the past few weeks, the children have made noticeable progress.
Their footwork is becoming more controlled, their catching more secure,
and their confidence on court is growing with every session. This really
showed during the festival, where they approached each game with focus,
teamwork, and plenty of enthusiasm.

It was a joy to watch them applying what they’ve learned and supporting
one another throughout. A lovely afternoon all round.



U10 & 11 Netball

On Wednesday, our U10 and U11 teams played against
Llandaff Cathedral. The U11 match was highly competitive
throughout and ended in a very close 8–8 draw. The team
demonstrated some excellent passing and strong attacking
play during the game.

A special mention goes to Lily for her outstanding
interceptions while playing as goal keeper. It was a well-
contested match, and the girls showed great versatility by
trying a range of different positions, which is fantastic for
developing their netball skills. They should be extremely
proud of their efforts and teamwork.

U13 Girls IAPS

Last week our U13 girls travelled to the IAPS Small Schools
Championship, where they faced some very competitive opposition.
Each match asked a lot of them, but they approached the day with real
determination and a strong sense of togetherness.

They worked hard for every turnover, stayed composed under pressure,
and supported one another throughout. Their resilience was evident in
the way they kept adapting, kept moving the ball, and kept looking for
space even when the pace of play stepped up.
A great experience for the team and a credit to the way they train and
encourage each other.

Foundation News - 
Senior School Open Morning

As your child prepares for the next step beyond Year 8,
we warmly invite you to our Dean Close School Open
Morning on Saturday 7 March, at 10.30am.

Discover the opportunities that await in Year 9 and
beyond—exceptional academics, dedicated pastoral care
outstanding co-curricular activities, and a strong sense of
community that makes us #distinctlydeanclose.

To book your place, call 01242 258044 or visit:
www.deanclose.org.uk/admissions/visits-and-open-days



Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Lent Term 2026 on the school
website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 are published on the website::
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

Date Event

UPCOMING EVENTS – NEXT TWO WEEKS

School Calendar & Events

Saturday 7th February
Year 6 Big Boarding Weekend – Graffiti Workshop

Year 3 Big Boarding Weekend – Puxton Park

U13 Boys’ Hockey vs Solihull (Venues TBC)
(Foundation Fixtures)

U12 & U13 Netball vs King’s Gloucester
(Foundation Fixtures)

Sunday 8th February
Year 6 Big Boarding Weekend – Roller Disco

Year 3 Big Boarding Weekend - Laser Tag

Monday 9  Februaryth

(Prep Week 1)
14:00

U8 & U9 Boys’ Hockey Training Festival @ The
Downs, Wraxall (A)

14:00 U9 A & B Netball vs Howell’s (A) (H)

16:30
U13 Girls’ Football vs Tockington (A) – moved to

9/3/26

Tuesday 10  Februaryth 13:00 Year 5 & 6 Girls’ Football Festival (H)

Wednesday 11  Februaryth

U10 – U11 Boys’ Hockey vs Clifton
College/Cricklade Manor (Venues TBC)

(Foundation Fixtures)

U13 Boys’ Hockey vs KLB (Foundation Fixtures)

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


14:00 U11 Netball vs Rougemont (H)

14:00 U13 Netball vs Cheltenham College (A)

16:45 Year 3, 4 & 5 Informal Music Concert

Thursday 12  Februaryth 16:45 Year 7 & 8 Parents’ Evening (moved from January)

Friday 13  Februaryth 9:00 Open Morning

10:30
Open Morning Parents’ Coffee Social - 

School Parents are welcome!

14:00
Half-Term Church Service at St Luke’s Church,

Tutshill

15:15 Half-Term begins

📅 Monday 16th February – Friday 20th February

Sport & Art Camps offer exciting activities to keep children engaged
and entertained.

8.30am – 5.30pm daily
Ages 5–12 years

To find out more or to book your place, please email
playactive19@gmail.com.

P.L.A-Y Active Camp

More info & booking:
 https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp 

Holiday Clubs at St John’s



Monday 23  Februaryrd

(Prep Week 2)
Second half of term begins

14:00 U8 & U9 Boys’ Football vs Clifton High (A)

Tuesday 24  Februaryth 08:45
K’nex Challenge (Years 5 & 6)

moved to 17th March

Wednesday 25  Februaryth U10 – U13 Boys’ Hockey vs Hatherop Castle
(Venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

14:00 U11 Boys’ Football vs Rougemont (H)

14:00 U11 Netball vs Collegiate (A)

Thursday 26  Februaryth Year 3 & 4 Science Trip to ‘We The Curious’ Moved
to 20th March

Friday 27  Februaryth 13:45 U11 Boys’ Football Festival @ QEH (A)

Saturday 28  Februaryth U10 Boys’ Hockey Tournament at Millfield

Have a great weekend!

https://www.instagram.com/dcsj_official/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/deanclosestjohns
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dean-close-st-john-s-school/

