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Dear Parent / Carer, 

Year 9 Options 

 

Our aim at Southam College is to provide students with a broad and balanced curriculum that enables them 

to enjoy their studies and be successful, both now and in their future endeavours.  To achieve this we have 

enabled Year 9 students to study an increased range of subjects this year e.g. Business, Health and Social Care 

among others.  To ensure there is sufficient time to study the content of the GCSE qualifications, Year 9 

students will now begin the process of selecting the Option subjects they wish to continue into Years 10 and 

11. 

 

Please read through the curriculum guide on our website to learn more about the qualifications available to 

students: 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1772207038/southamcollegecom/bx3jywavpusjkb8tuyhr/KS4Curricul

umGuide2026-2028.pdf 

 

At Key Stage 4, all students will study qualifications in English Language, English Literature, Maths, a Humanity 

and Science. Students are strongly encouraged to continue with the Modern Foreign Language they studied 

on Year 9 to give a broad curriculum. They will furthermore take part in non-examined lessons in P.E. (Core), 

Philosophy & Ethics (Core) and Character and Culture. 

 

In addition to the core qualifications outlined above, students will select 3 subjects to study from the Option 

subjects they have studied in Year 9.  The broad and balanced curriculum that students study provides a 

strong foundation for further academic study in Further and Higher education.  It also ensures that our 

students achieve a suite of qualifications that will allow them to compete with their peers nationally for 

competitive employment routes and higher education places. 

 

If your child wishes to study separate Sciences GCSEs, they need to select this as one of their options. Students 

will be assessed for suitability for Separate Science GCSEs before starting this option. 

If your child wishes to study Philosophy & Ethics for GCSE (known as Religion and World Views), they need 

to select this as one of their options.  The core offer for Philosophy and Ethics, which all students do, is not 

a GCSE. 

 

 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1772207038/southamcollegecom/bx3jywavpusjkb8tuyhr/KS4CurriculumGuide2026-2028.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1772207038/southamcollegecom/bx3jywavpusjkb8tuyhr/KS4CurriculumGuide2026-2028.pdf


 

 

Year 9 students will be given a paper options form in school on Monday 2
nd

 March 2026. The deadline for 

students to select their Option subjects and return their Options form to student office is Wednesday 11
th
 

March 2026. 

 

We hope that the Parent Information event that took place in December helped prepare you for this step 

of Key Stage 4 Options process, the presentation from that event is still available on the Year 9 page of the 

school website if you would like to reference it.  If you have any queries, please contact the school via the 

email address southamcollege@stowevalley.com  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr J Miller 

Deputy Headteacher 
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