
A Parent’s Checklist 

  Learning is active: My child is engaged 
in active learning, using hands-on 
activities and experiences to deepen 
understanding and ensure learning. 

  Learning is challenging: The work my 
child is given requires thought and 
study. When accomplished, my child 
feels very proud. 

  Learning is varied: The assignments 
my child is given require thinking, working 
and communicating with others, drawing 
pictures, making charts and graphs, 
building models, creating computer 
designs, putting on skits, and describing 
things in his/her own words. 

  Learning is meaningful: The topics studied, 
the projects taught and the lessons 
assigned are interesting and relevant 
to my child. 

  Learning is collaborative: The classroom is 
arranged to allow my child to work with one 
or more classmates on academic tasks— 
designing questions, discussing and 
trying out new ideas and explaining their 
findings to others. 

  Learning is a shared responsibility. Sharing 
means that the family, the teacher 
and the child all contribute to the learning 
process. The teacher provides a clear 
structure and guides the learning process. 
My child knows what the expectations are, 
develops a plan and carries out this work 
with more and more independence. 
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What to Look for in Your 

Child’s Classroom... 
Our children deserve an 

education that reflects the most 

up-to-date thinking and educators 

who consider not only what they 

teach, but how they teach. The 

following checklist can be utilized 

to assess what you see in your 

child’s classroom, the work your 

child brings home, and what you 

learn when you talk with your child 

and your child’s teacher about 

school work. 

It is clear that great 

classrooms utilize these 

principles to make instruction 

and learning more effective. 

When children enjoy learning, 

increased achievement is the 

ultimate result. 
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Parents… 
We Need Your 

Help! 
Research clearly demonstrates that when 

parents are involved in their child’s school 

life everyone benefits. Parents who develop 

a partnership with their child’s teacher/s feel 

accepted in the school community and more 

confident about helping their child. Teachers 

also gain from a partnership. They gain 

needed support and respect from parents 

and find that children are more cooperative. 

Most importantly, children show evidence of 

increased achievement. 

You are encouraged to visit your child’s 

school and to get involved. Our children 

deserve great classrooms. Parents have a 

very important role to play in making their 

child’s school the best it can be. We 

welcome your input and support. 

 

 

 
1. Meet your child’s teacher. As soon as the school year 

starts, try to find a way to meet your child’s teacher/s. Let 
the teacher/s know you want to help your child learn. 
Make it clear that you want the teacher/s to contact you if 
any problems develop with your child. 

2. Create a smooth takeoff each day. Give your child a hug 
before he/she ventures out the door and you head to 
work. Look your child in the eye and express how proud 
you are of him/her. Your child’s self-confidence and 
security will help him/her do well both in school and in 
life. 

3. Learn what the school offers. Read the information the 
school sends home, and ask to receive information in 
your native language if necessary. Also, talk to other 
parents to find out what programs the school offers. 

4. Be a partner with your child’s teacher. When you need to 
speak to the teacher in reference to a specific issue with 
your child, do it privately, not in front of your child. Make 
a point never to criticize your child’s teacher in front of 
your child. 

5. Prepare for a happy landing at the end of the day when 
you meet again. Create a predictable ritual such as 
10-20 minutes listening to your child talk about his/her 
day - before you check phone messages, read the mail , 
or begin dinner. That way you are fully present to listen, 
and your child has a touchstone he/she can count on 
between school and home. 

6. Include calm, peaceful times in your child’s afternoons 
and evenings. Maintain a schedule that allows him/her 
to go to school rested. If your child gets sick, have a 
system in place so that he/she is able to stay home. 
Remember to stay calm and have patience with your child 
even in difficult circumstances. 

7. Remember, it’s your child’s homework, not yours. Create 
a specific homework space that is clutter-free and quiet. 
Encourage editing and double-checking work, but allow 
your child to make mistakes, as it is the only way 
teachers can gauge if the material is understood. This 
also allows the child to learn responsibility for the quality 
of their work. 

8. Set up a system where routine items are easily 
located - such as backpacks, shoes, signed notices. 
Create a central calendar for upcoming events to avoid 
the unexpected. 

9. Fill your home with books to read, books simply to look at 
and books that provide answers to life’s many questions. 
The public or your school library is an excellent resource. 

10. Fill your child’s life with a love for learning by showing 
him/her your own curiosity, respecting his/her questions, 
and encouraging his/her efforts. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in more parenting tips 

and ideas, please visit our website: 
http://www.opsb.net 
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