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WILSON AREA ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
BOARDROOM

HEARING, DULY CONSTITUTED

In 1973, the General Assembly amended the Public School Code with the passage of Act 34 (24 P.S. 7-
701.1). The major purpose of the Act was informational - to ensure that no major school construction is
undertaken without making certain facts and details of a project known to the public.

To this end, when a School District plans to build a new school building, or to expand an existing building
by more than 20% of its architectural space, the School District must approve and publish maximum
building construction and project costs, conduct a public hearing in the format of a legislative hearing upon
twenty days notice, and provide a printed informational booklet detailing the need, plan, costs, and other
features of the project at least twenty (20) days in advance of the hearing.

Included within this information booklet, at page three (3) is the form of public notice, which appeared on
the WASD website and in the newspaper on Tuesday, February 24, 2026 as demonstrated by proof of
publication returned to me. This booklet was released to the news media and made available for inspection
at the District Administration Office of the Wilson Area School District beginning Tuesday, February 24,
2026. Accordingly, upon review of the School Code and applicable regulations of the State Board of
Education, | find this public hearing to be duly constituted and properly conducted pursuant to law.

Donald F. Spry, I, Esquire
Solicitor for
Wilson Area School District
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BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS OF THE
WILSON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ACT 34 OF 1973

TO: ALL RESIDENTS OF THE WILSON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

Please take notice that a public hearing will be held in the Boardroom of the Wilson Area School District
Administration Building, 2040 Washington Blvd., Easton, PA 18042 on Monday, March 16, 2026, at 8:15 p.m.,
prevailing time, relating to the planning, designing, constructing, and furnishing of the Wilson Area High School
Education & Athletic Annex, in accordance with Act 34 of 1973 as required by the Pennsylvania Department of
Education.

A description of the project, including facts with respect to education, physical, administrative, budgetary, and
fiscal matters relating to the Project, and certain other information will be presented and will be available for
consideration at such public hearing, and Tuesday, February 24, 2026, through Monday, March 16, 2026, during
regular hours (7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) at (484) 373-6001, located in the District Administration Office, 2040
Washington Blvd., Easton, PA 18042 and available on the WASD website.

The Board of School Directors of the Wilson Area School District, by Resolution duly adopted, has authorized
the following:

Maximum Maximum Building
Project Project Cost Construction Cost
Wilson Area High School Education & Athletic Annex $53,259,400 $37,135,600

This public hearing is being held with respect to the Wilson Area High School Education & Athletic Annex,
pursuant to the requirements of the Pennsylvania Public School Code of 1949, as amended and supplemented,
including amendments made pursuant to Act 34 of 1973.

Any and all interested persons may contact the District Administration Office during regular business hours (7:30
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) at (484) 373-6001, on the following dates: February 24, 2026 through and until 12:00 noon on
March 16, 2026, for the purpose of being placed on the public comment agenda for the hearing in question. Oral
presentations will be limited to three (3) minutes. Additional public comment sign-in sheets will be available at
the time of the hearing. The Board will call upon individuals placed on the public comment agenda and sign-in
sheets. Comments from those who submitted questions in advance shall be addressed first, followed by the
comments of individuals who signed in at the boardroom. All participants will be afforded the opportunity to
provide one (1) comment before any follow up comments will be entertained. Interested persons may submit
letters of written testimony to the Secretary of the Board of School Directors at the School District's
Administrative Offices, until 12:00 noon, March 16, 2026

Interested persons also may submit letters of written testimony to the Secretary of the Board of School Directors
at the School District's Administrative Offices, until 12:00 noon, April 15, 2026. The written testimony shall
include the name and address of the person submitting the request, identification of the sender as a Wilson Area
School District resident or Wilson Area School District employee, and a description of the support or objection to
the Project.

BY THE ORDER OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

WILSON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA
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VI.

VIL.

PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA

OPENING REMARKS

HEARING, DULY CONSTITUTED

PROJECT HISTORY AND NEED
FOR CONSTRUCTION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
A. Project Review
B. Cost Estimates

COST ANALYSIS AND

BUDGET IMPACT

A. Alternate Methods of Financing
B. Budget Impact

PUBLIC COMMENT

ADJOURNMENT
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RULES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The purpose of these hearings is twofold. The Superintendent, Architect, Solicitor, and Financial Advisor
will explain the project, and residents and Wilson Area School District taxpayers and staff will have an
opportunity for public comment. This hearing will be a forum for those persons residing in the Wilson Area
School District, owning real estate in the Wilson Area School District, or employed by the Wilson Area
School District, who are affected by the Project, to express their opinions. The Board will be interested in
listening to people who concur with the Project, as well as those who wish to identify problems or express
concerns.

In order that the hearing be of greatest value and use to the Board, the following format and procedures
have been established for presentations:

1. Oral presentations will be limited to three (3) minutes. To insure that a presentation will be heard,
any person wishing to speak shall register prior to the start of the meeting. The Board will call upon
individuals placed on the public comment agenda and sign-in sheets. Comments from those who
submitted questions in advance shall be addressed first, followed by the comments of individuals
who signed in at the boardroom. All participants will be afforded the opportunity to provide one (1)
comment before any follow up comments will be entertained.

2. The testimony should cover the following:

a. Identification of the presenter (i.e., name, address, and whether the person is a resident,
parent, staff member, or taxpayer of the Wilson Area School District);

b. Description of the particular aspect of the Project to be discussed; and
G A description of your support or objection*. (Each presenter or representative presenter is
strongly encouraged, but not required, to submit a more detailed and/or lengthy presentation

in written form for the record and further analysis/consideration by the Board.)

* In case of an objection, a specific statement of what could be done to change the "area"
(aspect) being addressed, and how the Board might accomplish the suggested change,
should be stated.
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WILSON AREA HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION & ATHLETIC ANNEX
PROJECT BACKGROUND/NEEDS

The Wilson Area Board of School Directors evaluated the existing facilities and the needs for new athletic
facilities as well as additional educational spaces to support the High School educational program. The
High School program is housed by both the existing High School building connected via a second-story
bridge to the Gym building. Both buildings are utilized to support the High School educational program.

The Wilson Area School District evaluated two (2) design options in relation to the current athletic areas,
including the track and athletic field, in addition to accommodating the High School educational program
needs. Both options included replacing the existing track to meet current PIAA standards.

The existing High School track is over 15 years old and no longer suitable for competitive use. When the
competition track was installed, it was acceptable under PIAA standards. There are newer PIAA standards
for track and field competition and the current size track is no longer compliant.

The current Gym building has an older building envelope and building systems, including inefficient
mechanical systems and no air conditioning. If the District were to spend money to upgrade the current
Gym building, the District would continue to have a pre-1970’s gym,; a regulation size track that would be
crowded into available land space; and a reduction of classroom space rather than an increase of space for
the High School educational program that is needed. There are currently teachers teaching from a cart who
do not have dedicated classroom spaces in the existing High School building.

One of the options considered was to install a new track and upgrade the current Gym building to meet
minimal programmatic needs. The current Gym building is in need of HVAC upgrades and installation of air
conditioning, as well as locker room and lighting system upgrades. Given the age of the track and the
complications of installing a regulation size track on the current land footprint, there would be a need to
demolish a portion of the existing Gym building in order to accommodate the new track and athletic field.

The second option considered was to reconfigure the existing site to accommodate a new track and athletic
field as well as build a new Education & Athletic Annex to replace the existing Gym building. The site
reconfiguration would also include replacement of aged bleachers and press box, as well as the new
WAHS Education & Athletic Annex addition.

After evaluating the cost and educational value of the two options, the District determined that Option 2
would make more sense financially as well as better address future needs of the District. This option allows
for appropriate placement of the track and athletic field on the available land and also address the
additional educational space needed to deliver instruction. This option also provides spaces for a new
Tech Ed Lab, a space for Wellness and additional classrooms, also a new Gymnasium, locker and team
rooms, and support spaces to accommodate the needs of both the High School Physical Education
program as well as the Athletic program.
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WILSON AREA HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION & ATHLETIC ANNEX
PROJECT OPTIONS

The Education & Athletic Annex project resulted from a need to replace the existing track since the
current track had been repaired numerous times and was no longer compliant for PIAA competition.

The initial project option considered was to replace the existing track and athletic field. The District was
also considering upgrading the Gym building, including installing air conditioning, upgrading lighting, and
upgrading the locker rooms.

The first hurdle encountered with the initial project option was learning the existing track would not comply
with newer PIAA regulations for a competitive track. This required the District to evaluate how a regulation
size track could fit in the specific space available as the District did not have an option to increase land size.
Installation of a new regulation size track would require a portion of the current Gym building to be
demolished, reducing the amount of educational space, the trainers room, and the fitness room. The
current Gym building also has an older building envelope and building systems, including inefficient
mechanical systems with no air conditioning.

The second project option considered was to reconfigure the project site, replace the existing track and
athletic field, replace aged bleachers and press box, also demolish the existing Gym building and construct
a new Education & Athletic Annex that would incorporate the additional classroom space to meet the needs
of the High School educational program.

Option 1: Install a new track and athletic field and upgrade the current Gym building to meet minimal
programmatic needs.

Option 2: Reconfigure the existing site to accommodate a new track and athletic field, demolish the existing
Gym building, and build a new WAHS Education & Athletic Annex to meet programmatic and educational

needs.

The Board of School Directors determined the most advantageous option for the District would be Option 2.
The School District’s decision to construct a new Education & Athletic Annex to replace the existing Athletic
Complex would better accommodate the needs of the District in terms of academic space for the High
School students and the athletic needs of the District. This option would enable the District to incorporate
improvements in the building envelope and mechanical equipment while providing a modernized athletic
facility that more closely aligns with the needs of athletic teams and PIAA regulations.
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