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Elective Courses

Elective Course:

Description:

AVID 1/2/3

The students in the AVID elective are students in the middle who have a
desire to go to college and are willing to work hard. These students take
rigorous courses that are preparing them for college and the AVID
elective is an academic support to allow them to be successful. The
school wide component creates a college and career going culture in the
school for all students that encompasses high expectations and success
for all. Application is required: https://www.pcsb.org/Page/11580

Spanish 1

(*HS Credit)

7 or 8" Grade Only

The purpose of this course is to enable students to acquire,
reinforce and enhance proficiency in Spanish through a linguistic,
communicative, and cultural approach to language learning. There
is continued emphasis placed on the development of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing skills and on acquisition of the
fundamentals of applied grammar. Cross-cultural understanding is
fostered, and real-life applications of Essential Learnings are
practiced and assessed throughout the course.

Spanish 2

(*HS Credit)

7% or 8" Grade Only

The purpose of this course is to enable students to continue to acquire,
reinforce and enhance proficiency in Spanish through a linguistic,
communicative, and cultural approach to language learning. There is
continued emphasis placed on the development of listening, speaking,
reading, and writing skills and on acquisition of the fundamentals of
applied grammar. Cross-cultural understanding is fostered, and real-life
applications of Essential Learnings are practiced and assessed
throughout the course.

Information and
Communication
Technology 1/2

The purpose of this course is to provide students with the computer,
digital, and information technology skills necessary for success in their
future academic and occupational goals. The content includes but is not

limited to digital technologies associated with web development,
multimedia, word processing, spreadsheet, database, Internet
communications, cybersecurity, and computer programming.

Computer Applications in
Business 1/2

Embark on a journey into the dynamic world of business and technology
with Computer Applications in Business 1. This foundational course is
designed to equip 6th-grade students with essential computer and
business skills that are vital in today's digital age.

Students will explore computer hardware and learn to identify and
effectively use various information technology tools. They will develop
core skills in keyboarding, word processing, and creating electronic
presentations—all through hands-on activities with current technology.

In addition to building technical skills, students will learn how to stay
safe online by practicing cybersafety and understanding basic
cybersecurity concepts. They will gain practical experience with



https://www.pcsb.org/Page/11580

internet-based tasks, understand how technology supports the Business,
Management, and Administration career cluster, and practice effective

digital communication.

To cap off their learning experience, students have the opportunity to

earn industry-recognized certifications, such as ICT Word Processing

Essentials, giving them a head start in building a professional skill set
and demonstrating their knowledge.

Digital Discoveries

7 or 8" Grade Only

Dive into the exciting world of technology with Digital Discoveries! In

understanding of how computers work but will also have the opportunity

this hands-on course, students will explore the fundamentals of
computer hardware and develop real-world skills by learning how to
troubleshoot, diagnose, and repair Dell laptops. Guided by expert
instruction, students will master essential tools, techniques, and best
practices for hardware repair.

By the end of the course, students will not only gain a deeper
to earn an industry-recognized Dell Hardware Repair Technician

certification—paving the way for future success in technology and
beyond.

Introduction to Arts. A/'V
Technology and
Communication

7% or 8" Grade Only

Students explore the fundamental concepts, terminology, techniques,
and applications of digital imaging to create original work. Students
produce digital still and/or animated images through the single or
combined use of computers, digital cameras, digital video cameras,
scanners, photo editing software, drawing and painting software, graphic
tablets, printers, new media, and emerging technologies.

Digital Information
Technology
(*HS Credit)

8" Grade Only

This course provides an overview of current business and information
systems and trends. Emphasis is placed on developing fundamental
computer skills and includes the exploration and use of databases, the
Internet, spreadsheets, presentation applications, management of
personal information and email, word processing and document
manipulation, HTML, web page design.

Advanced Academics
(Gifted Elective)

*EP is required

This course is designed to enable exceptional students to acquire and
apply the skills and abilities needed to enhance academic achievement
through experiences which provide enrichment, in-depth learning, and

/or accelerated study of academic curriculum requirements. Students
who are gifted have learning needs that go beyond what is traditionally

offered in the regular classroom.

Consumer Science
Orientation to Career
Cluster & Intro to
Marking and Sales

This course includes: food preparation and nutrition, fashion and interior

design concepts, personal finance, healthy relationships and child care

practices. Instruction and learning activities are provided in a laboratory

setting using hands-on experiences Resume building and interviewing

skills. For marketing, you can create your own business and design the
technology specifics to run the business.

Chorus 1/2/3

Students develop vocal technique and skills, critical and creative
thinking skills, and an appreciation of music from around the world and
through time. Public performances may serve as a culmination of
specific instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or
participate in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to
support, extend, and assess learning in the classroom.

Band 1/2/3

Students develop foundational instrumental technique, foundational

music literacy, and aesthetic musical awareness through rehearsal,




performance, and study of high-quality band literature. Instrumentalists
work on the fundamentals of music notation, sound production,
instrument care and maintenance, and personal and group rehearsal
strategies. Public performances may serve as a culmination of specific
instructional goals. Students may be required to attend and/or participate
in rehearsals and performances outside the school day to support,
extend, and assess learning in the classroom. This course may also
require students to obtain a musical instrument (e.g., borrow, rent,
purchase) from an outside source. Teacher determines placement in
Band

Guitar 1/2

Students develop foundational instrumental technique, foundational
music literacy, and aesthetic musical awareness through rehearsal,
performance, and study of high-quality guitar literature. Guitarists work
on the fundamentals of music notation, sound production, instrument
care and maintenance, and personal and group rehearsal strategies.

Visual Art 1/2

In this course Students are introduced to the rigor and routine of the art
production process including planning, producing, and reflecting on art.
Projects may include drawing, painting, digital art, printmaking, collage,
mixed media, ceramics, and sculpture. Students develop technical skills,
foster their expressive abilities and employ the use of the elements and
principles of art throughout the production process.

2-D Studio Art/3-D Studio
Art

7 or 8" Grade Only

*Visual Art 1/2 as a pre-
requisite

In this course Students are reminded of the rigor and routine of the art
production process including planning, producing, and reflecting on art.
With an emphasis on studio arts, students explore a wide range of 2-D
and 3-D media, skills and techniques, as related to contemporary and
historical art perspectives.

Pre AP-Visual Art
(*HS Credit)

8" Grade Only

In this high school credit course, we focus on the pre ap shared
principles which include close observation and analysis, academic
conversation, evidence based writing, and higher order questioning. We
look closer into the sources and constraints within art and artmaking.

Morning Show/TV
Production

Students work to produce and broadcast the morning news show and the
school yearbook. Application required.

(Journalism 1)




