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did most of the talking. I spoke about 
my gut rehab remodeling project on 
my 100-year-old Victorian house that 
was in a terrible state of disrepair. I 
undertook some ambitious tasks, with 
my power tools and table saw. Jim said 
I was the most interesting woman he 
had ever met. I wasn’t girly like his 
other dates.

At the end of our courtship, Jim 
told me that if I married him, he would 
build me a new Victorian style house 
that had all the features that I loved 
in my Kansas City house. He delivered 
and we have been living here in 
Clarkson Valley happily ever since.

it was time to party. He ran around 
the parking lot and proceeded toward 
Highway 54. I screamed repeatedly 
“Dutch, Dutch, come.” As usual Dutch paid 
no attention. Distracted by trying to rally 
Dutch from getting run over, I left the car 
door open and then out jumps Coco.

About this time Jim arrives and sees 
my two dogs running loose and hears 
me screaming at the top of my lungs, 
running to catch them. Calmly Jim said 
“Dutch, come.” Amazingly Dutch obeyed 
and Jim petted him. I then easily rallied 
Coco and put them both back in the car.

Jim and I remained inside Taco Bell 
for several hours talking. Actually, I 

E very weekend I drove from 
Kansas City to St. Louis to take 
ballroom dancing lessons. I 

made the weekend voyage with my two 
dogs in tow—Coco and Dutch. Coco was 
my sweet, mild mannered older Cocker 
Spaniel and Lab Mix and Dutch, the 
younger, mischievous, bad boy. At that 
time, Jim was driving from Florissant 
to Lake of the Ozarks, where he had a 
cabin. The point where our paths first 
intersected was in Kingdom City.

Right off I-70 at the Kingdom City exit 
was a Taco Bell. I decided to stop to get 
something to eat. When I opened my car 
door, out jumped Dutch. Guess he thought 
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