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MILTON — The Milton Police 
Department is attempting to identify 
suspects for an investigation into plac-
ing a skimming device on a payment 
terminal within the Borough of Milton.

Skimming is when someone puts a 
device called “a skimmer” on a credit 
card reading device, such as an ATM, 
to steal personal credit card infor-
mation.

According to Milton Police, the sus-
pects placed a skimming device on a 
terminal/point of purchase on Feb. 7 
and returned on Feb. 14 to retrieve 
data from the terminal. The device was 
located on Feb. 16 by management and 
turned over to the police.

The suspects returned on Feb. 21 
at around 2:07 p.m. in an attempt to 
obtain more information. Police were 
notified, but the suspects fled on foot 
and were not located. Their photos are 
posted on the Milton Police Facebook 

page.
The suspects used a gray Ford Ex-

plorer with an unknown tag during the 
commission of the crime.

Fraudulent purchases were made on 
EBT accounts that used the terminal 
while the skimmer was active.

Anyone with information or who 
encounters a suspicious purchase on 
an account originating within the bor-
ough should notify the Milton Police 
Department at 570-742-8757 or 570-
742-8771.

Milton Police looking for 
skimmer scam suspects

Images from Milton Police Department’s
Facebook page

Surveillance footage shows
suspects, left, and the sus-
pect’s SUV, above, believed
by Milton Police to be in-
volved in a scam to steal 
information using a skim-
mer on a borough digital
payment/point of purchase
terminal.
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By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY — A STEAMS program 
director at the Central Susquehanna In-
termediate Unit will serve as one of 16 
2026 Afterschool Ambassadors from 
across the country after being chosen 
by the Afterschool Alliance.

Travis Stevens, of Northumberland, 
was named Monday by the Afterschool 
Ambassadors, which works with local 
afterschool programs, according to a 
press release.

The one-year Afterschool Ambassa-
dor term includes working with pol-
icymakers and community leaders to 
organize events and in other ways grow 
support for the afterschool and sum-
mer learning programs that students 
and families rely on, the release said.

“The country urgently needs strong 
afterschool advocates, so we are 
thrilled that Travis Stevens will serve 
as an Afterschool Ambassador for the 
Afterschool Alliance this year,” Jodi 

Stevens will be 
Afterschool 
Ambassador

Midd-West 
School Board 
reviewing 
mental 
health service 
contract
By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem.com

MIDDLEBURG — The Midd-West 
School Board is reviewing terms of 
a mental health services contract to 
ensure students aren’t prescribed med-
ications without parental approval.

Board member Elizabeth Canfield 
requested the board table approval of 
the contract with Cartwheel Health 
Services, of Cambridge, Mass., after 
she learned it would permit a psychi-
atrist to prescribe medications to any 
student 14 or older without parental 
consent.

“I think this is beyond the scope of 
what a school district should be in-
volved in,” Canfield said. “A good pol-
icy puts parents in the conversation.”

Other options are available from 
the company that would provide stu-
dents mental health services without 
allowing medications to be prescribed, 
she said.

Superintendent Joe Stroup said the 
district has had a contract with Cart-
wheel Health Services for about two 

By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com

LEWISBURG — Brook Butz-
man recently ensured that her son 
had a photograph of his birth cer-
tificate on his phone.

On Monday night, Butzman 
told The Daily Item it is upsetting 
to consider her son’s appearance 
during the Snyder Union Northum-
berland Immigrant Community 
Support (SUN-ICS) organiza-
tion’s “We Are All Immigrants” 
fundraiser and story circle at the 
CommUnity Zone in Lewisburg. 
The event brought out more than 
40 people to the location at 328 
Market St.

“My son is half-Tongan, and he 
looks Spanish,” Butzman said. “He 

was born in Louisiana.”
Tonga is a Polynesian country in 

the South Pacific. Butzman said, 
“It’s sad” that they felt it was nec-
essary to carry the document prov-
ing her son was born in the United 
States, due to the recent nationwide 
enforcement actions of the United 
States Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement.

SUN-ICS primarily works with 
families impacted by ICE activity. 
They partnered with the CommU-
nity Zone and Rae Renee Produc-
tions for the event.

Butzman did not share her story 
with the larger group, but the event 
featured stories collected by the 

Storytellers share tales of 
immigration, gender identity

Group that works with families 
impacted by ICE holds fundraiser

COMMUNITY ZONE EVENT

By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem.com

SELINSGROVE — Lighting 
New York has added an AI tool to 
aid customers looking for decorative 
lighting.

Beacon is an AI-powered visual 
light finder developed by employees 
of the company to assist customers 
in finding a specific or similar light 
fixture. Customers can upload a pho-
tograph of a fixture of their choosing, 
replacing keyword searches with vi-
sual prompts.

“We have one million products in 
our database. This will enable cus-

tomers to easily find what they’re 
looking for,” company CEO Derek 
Kloostra said. “With Beacon, the 
world is our showroom.”

Beacon was developed specifically 
for the decorative lighting category, 
including fixture scale, silhouette, 
finish and design style, which are 
necessary when retail and trade pro-
fessionals are purchasing chandeliers, 
pendants, sconces and other statement 
pieces.

“Lighting is one of the most visu-
ally driven categories in the home, 
yet discovery has historically relied 
on technical terms and specifica-

tions,” said Jared Fitterman, director 
of eCommerce at Lighting New York. 
“Beacon bridges that gap by enabling 
customers to search using images, 
making it easier to move from inspi-
ration to a confident purchase.”

Lighting New York has an office 
and warehouse in Penn Township 
but most of the 57 employees work 
remotely.

Kloostra said AI is not being used 
to replace employees but to enhance 
the shopping experience.

“We see it as a growth enabler,” 
he said, adding, “AI helps us inter-
nally too. Salespeople will be able to 

find items quicker and provide better 
service.”

For Kloostra, Beacon is a “full cir-
cle moment” for the company started
in New York City in 1992 by Gary
Fitterman who sold imported light 
fixtures in retail stores until one day
he watched his son snap a photo of
a price tag for an online comparison 
and got an idea. In 2008, Fitterman 
partnered with a web consultant from 
Mifflinburg and launched Lighting 
New York as an online retail store.

For more information about Light-
ing New York, visit https://lightingn-
ewyork.com/beacon.

Penn Twp. company adds AI tool for online shoppers

See NATIONAL, Page B2

See CONTRACT, Page B2

Justin Strawser/The Daily Item
The Snyder Union Northumberland Immigrant Community Support (SUN-ICS) organization hosted a “We Are All Immi-
grants” fundraiser and story circle at the CommUnity Zone in Lewisburg on Monday.

Justin Strawser/The Daily Item
Cynthia Peltier, director of the CommUnity Zone in Lewis-
burg, and Penn Garvin, of the Snyder Union Northumber-
land Immigrant Community Support (SUN-ICS) organiza-
tion, talk during the “We Are All Immigrants” fundraiser and 
story circle at the CommUnity Zone on Monday. See TALES, Page B2



The Daily Item - 02/24/2026 Page : B002

February 24, 2026 8:18 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Page B2 The Daily Item / Tuesday, February 24, 2026

LocalLocal

State Police in Milton are 
investigating the theft of a dog 
from a Winfield residence on 
Valentine’s Day.

State Trooper Brett Harvey, 
of the Milton State Police 
Barracks, identified the vic-
tim as a 32-year-old Winfield 
man who lives on Sandel 
Road in Union Township. The 
incident occurred at 2:55 p.m. 
Feb. 14.

The victim reported that his 
3-year-old brown cockapoo 
was stolen from his driveway. 
Video surveillance shows 
two women dressed in winter 
clothing walking westbound 
on Sandel Road with the dog, 
police said.

The women were described 
as white and between 25 and 
40 years old, police said.

Anyone with information 
is asked to contact Trooper 
Harvey at 570-524-2662 and 

reference incident number PA-
2026-197846.

— JUSTIN STRAWSER

Montour bikers 
holding soup 
sale for children 
in need

Montour Motorcycle Riders 
are holding a ham and bean 
soup sale March 7 to benefit 
area children of need.

The sale will be from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or until sold 
out at the Danville American 
Legion.

There will only be drive-
thru service.

Soup will be $9 per quart.
— THE DAILY ITEM

Thompson taking 
applications 
for community 
project funding

U.S. Representative Glenn 
“GT” Thompson, PA-15, is 
accepting Community Project 
Funding requests for Fiscal 
Year 2027.

“The people in Pennsyl-
vania’s 15th Congressional 

District know best when it 
comes to projects that will 
improve public safety, quality 
of life and our communities,” 
Thompson said.

It is the legislative branch’s 
duty to determine how dis-
cretionary federal funds are 
allocated to local government 
entities, nonprofit organiza-
tions, or geographic locations. 
While there are no guarantees 
that a community project 
will be funded, they are all 
competitively evaluated by 
the Committee on Appropri-
ations.

Thompson is accepting 
applications until the close 
of Business on March 6, 
2026. The FY27 Community 
Project Funding Request 
Form can be found at https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLSd0RqEHRtEvYn-
brM0kxi2C809OzEmd-

FoDSFCwsvx1ua1EMDYA/
viewform. For more informa-
tion, call 202-225-5121.

— RICK DANDES

Relatives 
sought for late 
Shamokin Dam 
resident

Snyder County Coroner 
Bill Pheasant is looking for 
relatives of the late Nancy 
Kerstetter.

Kerstetter died Saturday, 
Feb. 21, at the age of 88. She 
had resided at Stayman Park 
Apartments in Shamokin 
Dam.

Pheasant can be reached at 
570-850-7595.

— MARCIA MOORE
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CORRECTIONS
It is the policy of The Daily 

Item to correct factual errors 
in news stories and photo 
captions. We invite readers to 
call the newsroom, (570) 286-
5671, Ext. 288, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
or write to Editor, Box 607, 200 
Market St., Sunbury, PA 17801:

Name misspelled
Gary Fincke, the founder 

of the Writers Institute at 
Susquehanna University, will 
speak at this year’s Seavey 
Reading Series on Tuesday. 
His name was spelled incor-
rectly in a story in Saturday’s 
weekend edition.

LOTTERY

CELEBRITIES

BAFTA, BBC 
apologize for 
racial slur 
during show

LONDON — The Brit-
ish Academy Film Awards 
and BBC have apologized 
Monday for a racial slur 
that was broadcast during 
Sunday’s show while two 
stars of the film “Sinners” 
were onstage. 

The Tourette syndrome 
campaigner who shouted 
the slur said he was 
“deeply mortified” and 
what he said was “not a 
reflection of my personal 
beliefs.” 

The highly offensive 
word could be heard as 
“Sinners” stars Michael 
B. Jordan and Delroy 
Lindo, who are both 
Black, were presenting 
the award for best visual 
effects during Sunday’s 
ceremony.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Pick 2 Day 5-1 W:3

Pick 2 Evening 0-3 W:9

Pick 3 Day 8-9-4 W:3

Pick 3 Evening 4-0-4 W:9

Pick 4 Day 0-0-2-2 W:3

Pick 4 Evening 7-9-2-4 W:9
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Powerball 6
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Treasure Hunt 16-17-19-23-24

Millionaire For Life

Numbers 11-18-21-25-55

Mill Ball 1

State police investigating theft of dog 
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Grant, executive director of the 
Afterschool Alliance, said in
the release. “He will help spread
the word that too many children 
and youth are without the after-
school programs that help them 
succeed in school and in life.”

Stevens said he was honored 
to be chosen.

“I am honored and energized 
to work with the Afterschool 
Alliance to increase awareness
and support for afterschool and 
summer learning programs,”
Stevens said.

“Through our STEAMS
Afterschool and Summer Pro-
grams in the Susquehanna
Valley, I see every day how
high-quality out-of-school time 
programming gives students 
opportunities to grow academ-
ically, build confidence, and
explore new interests in safe
and supportive environments.
Afterschool and summer pro-
grams are uniquely positioned 
to help students connect with 
peers and caring mentors while 
discovering new passions and 
building skills for the future.
I am proud to represent our
community as a 2026 After-
school Ambassador and to help 
amplify the importance of pro-
grams that strengthen students, 
families and communities
across Pennsylvania.”

Throughout the school year
and summer months, STEAMS
Afterschool and Summer Pro-
grams serve more than 200 
students across five program 
sites in the Milton, Shamokin,
and Mount Carmel Area School
Districts. Students participate in 
daily homework help and aca-
demic enrichment, hands-on 
STEM (science, technology,
engineering and math) and ro-
botics activities, college and
career readiness exploration,
physical fitness and recreation,
social growth opportunities, 
and access to healthy meals
and snacks in a safe, structured
environment, according to of-
ficials.

Valley Valley 
resident resident 
picked for picked for 
national rolenational role
NATIONAL, from Page B1

Attia resigns 
post at CBS 
News over 
Epstein files

NEW YORK — The 
longevity expert Dr. Peter 
Attia has resigned from 
a contributor’s role at 
CBS News after his name 
surfaced in hundreds of 
documents released as part 
of the Epstein files. 

Attia had been named 
only last month by CBS 
News editor-in-chief Bari 
Weiss as one of a group 
of figures who would 
contribute to CBS News 
programming. 

He was the subject of a 
“60 Minutes” profile last 
October. 

While Attia admitted 
to no wrongdoing in his 
contacts with the late 
convicted sex offender 
Epstein, he apologized 
earlier this month for 
some emails that were 
“embarrassing, tasteless 
and indefensible.” 

CBS News confirmed 
the resignation on Mon-
day.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Oscar run is 
bittersweet for 
makers of film 
about journalist

LOS ANGELES — It’s 
been a bittersweet Academy 
Awards season for docu-
mentarians Craig Renaud 
and Juan Arredondo. 

Renaud’s brother Brent 
was killed by Russian 
gunfire in Ukraine in 2022 
in an attack that Arredondo 
survived. 

The two men are nomi-
nated for an Oscar for the 
short documentary they 
made honoring his life and 
work. 

They tell The Associated 
Press that they love that 
Brent Renaud has gotten 
the recognition that only 
the Oscars can bring, but 
both have lingering guilt 
and trauma over his loss. 

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

revival old 
goofy gang,  
is in charge

NEW YORK — The 
“Scrubs” revival brings 
back Dr. John Dorian and 
Dr. Christopher Turk, pick-
ing up 17 years after the 
original series ended. 

Creator Bill Lawrence 
says the characters are 
still playful but now lead 
responsible adult lives. 

The revival features the 
original cast as teachers 
to new doctors, reflecting 
changes in medicine and 
hospital culture. 

Dr. Perry Cox, played by 
John C. McGinley, can no 
longer berate interns as he 
did in the past. 

The show explores 
themes of male friendship 
and the second stage of 
life, maintaining its mix of 
drama and comedy while 
staying grounded in reality.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

years, with funds from Penn-
sylvania Commission on 
Crime and Delinquency cov-
ering the cost of services. He 
did not know how many Midd-
West students use the service.

“The school district is not 
making recommendations for 

medications, at all,” Stroup 
said. “I want parents to be part 
of that decision.”

High School Principal Ed-
ward Gunkle said parents are 
involved when students access 
services from Cartwheel.

“I respect the concern, but 
the school always involves 
parents,” he said.

Dane Aucker, the district’s 

director of curriculum, in-
struction and technology, 
said mental health services 
are needed based on feedback 
from parents about a “huge 
waiting list” for psychiatric 
services.

“Not every student (seeking 
counseling) will need a psy-
chiatrist. That’s a small part of 
the services,” he said.

Board President Ter ry 
Boonie said he supports pro-
viding services to students in 
need, “but I also agree parents 
need to be involved.”

The current year contract 
with Cartwright expires June 
30, allowing the school board 
time to review and change the 
contract before taking action.

Midd-West Board reviewing mental health service contractMidd-West Board reviewing mental health service contract
CONTRACT, from Page B1

organizations from local im-
migrants and read aloud. The 
group was then prompted with 
different themes by Lisa Rae 
Johnson and Danielle Mur-
phey, of Rae Renee Produc-
tions, and Caleb Yoder and 
Hank Adams, of Susquehanna 
Valley Mediation.

Storytellers did not have to 
relate their tales to immigra-
tion.

Larn Hensey, of Milton, 
shared a story about being 

fearful of having an X on their 
driver’s license. In Pennsyl-
vania, residents can designate 
their gender on licenses and 
photo ID cards by having an 
M for male, F for female or X 
for nonbinary.

“There were a couple of 
evenings where I had to call 
up my mother and she had to 
calm me down,” Hensey, who 
is autistic and identifies as 
nonbinary, said. “I was very, 
very worried that the federal 
government would have me in 
a database because I have an X 

on my passport. They already 
have me identified as someone 
who is not aligned with their 
gender at birth.”

Hensey added, “It’s kind of 
terrifying that at any point in 
time it could be used against 
me.”

Hensey’s friends and family 
live in Delaware.

“It would be difficult for 
them to know if I was just 
gone,” Hensey said. “It would 
take a couple of days.”

Participants also told sto-
ries about passport troubles, 

domestic abuse, earthquakes, 
growing up in segregated 
communities, old trucks, back-
packing in the mountains and 
whitewater rafting.

Coorganizer Penn Garvin 
said the event was held to show 
people that “real things are go-
ing on in our community,” and 
not just in places like Minne-
apolis.

Adams said story circles are 
inspired by civil rights activ-
ists and indigenous practices to 
get people together to talk and 
share their experiences.

Storytellers share tales of immigration, gender identityStorytellers share tales of immigration, gender identity
TALES, from Page B1

Justin Strawser/The Daily Item
Lisa Rae Johnson and Danielle Murphey, of Rae Renee Productions, and Hank Adams, of Susquehanna 
Valley Mediation, facilitated storytelling during the Snyder Union Northumberland Immigrant Community 
Support (SUN-ICS) organization’s “We Are All Immigrants” fundraiser and story circle on Monday.
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