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As we move through February, we find ourselves at an exciting transition point in the school year.
Our winter sports season is wrapping up, and I want to commend our student-athletes and coaches for
their dedication, resilience, and Viking pride. The effort, discipline, and teamwork displayed this season
represent the very best of Blacklick Valley. As winter concludes, we eagerly look forward to the start of
spring sports. Best of luck to all our student-athletes as practices begin and a new season of
opportunity unfolds.
Scheduling for the 2026–2027 school year is officially underway. This is always an important time as
students begin thinking about their future pathways. We are reviewing our current offerings and
exploring new course opportunities that align with student interests, career readiness, and evolving
academic standards. Our goal is to continue providing relevant, rigorous, and engaging options for every
Viking.
The high school musical season is also fast approaching. Our students and directors have been working
hard behind the scenes, and we are excited to showcase their talent and dedication on stage. The arts
remain a vital part of our school culture, and we look forward to a tremendous production.
In addition, preparations for upcoming state assessments are beginning. We will continue supporting our
students through focused instruction, review, and encouragement. State testing provides an
opportunity for students to demonstrate their growth and the strong academic foundation being built
each day in our classrooms.
February is a month of transition, preparation, and momentum. Thank you to our students, staff, and
families for your continued support and commitment to excellence.
Proud to be your principal — and proud to lead our Vikings forward!



Coming up next month .....



Staff Spotlight: Ms. Lassinger
Mrs. Geiser’s Student Teacher

by Rylan Byich

We are excited to welcome Ms. Lassinger, Mrs. Geiser’s student teacher, to Blacklick Valley!
Originally from Butler, PA, Ms. Lassinger brings both enthusiasm and a love of mathematics to our
classrooms.
Ms. Lassinger earned her Bachelor’s degree from PennWest Clarion and is currently pursuing her
Master’s degree in Teaching at Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP). Although math education
wasn’t her original plan, everything changed when she began tutoring during her undergraduate
studies. What started as a work-study opportunity quickly turned into a passion, inspiring her to
pursue a career in math education. Her dream job is to teach high school math and, eventually, a
night class at a local community college.
When asked about her experience at Blacklick Valley, Ms. Lassinger shared how much she
appreciates the smaller class sizes, which remind her of her own high school experience. She
enjoys being able to connect more personally with students and describes Blacklick Valley as a
welcoming environment filled with supportive staff and kind students.
Like many new educators, Ms. Lassinger has discovered that the most challenging part of teaching
happens behind the scenes. While she feels confident leading lessons, she admits that writing
detailed lesson plans and ensuring everything is perfectly prepared beforehand takes the most
time and effort.
Her favorite lesson to teach? Derivatives! On the flip side, she says graphing trigonometric
functions is her least favorite. Outside of the classroom, she loves potato soup (her all-time
favorite food), her favorite color is orange, and she has two cats named Mazikeen and Decker.
When reflecting on her time here so far, Ms. Lassinger laughed that her favorite memory has been
starting her student teaching experience with two virtual days and two-hour delays — certainly a
memorable introduction!
We are grateful to have Ms. Lassinger as part of the Blacklick Valley community and wish her
continued success as she works toward her goal of becoming a high school math teacher.

Student Teachers



Staff Spotlight: Mr. Yahner
Mrs. Bezek’s Student Teacher

by Paige Kelley

Blacklick Valley is pleased to welcome Mr. Chris Yahner to our school community! Mr. Yahner is
currently enrolled at Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP), where he is majoring in Social
Studies Education.
Mr. Yahner appreciates Blacklick Valley’s smaller class sizes, noting that they allow him to work
more closely with students and better understand their individual interests and needs. While he
admits he is still adjusting to our early start time, he proudly shares that he hasn’t been late yet!
One of the challenges he has encountered during his student teaching experience has been
managing his time and keeping each class progressing at a consistent pace. Despite this, his
passion for teaching is evident. Mr. Yahner especially enjoys teaching Civics and strives to create
an interactive classroom environment where students stay engaged, participate actively, and
remain focused on learning.
Mr. Yahner credits many influences for inspiring his career path. His mother and several former
teachers encouraged him to pursue education, while his grandfather’s strong interest in social
studies helped spark his passion for the subject. When asked for advice for future student
teachers, he shared: “Prepare yourself before you start, have lesson plans in mind, look forward
to activities, and understand that things aren’t going to be perfect.”
We are grateful for the enthusiasm and dedication Mr. Yahner brings to our classrooms and wish
him continued success in his future endeavors.

Student Teachers
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The More You Know...The More You Know...
Attention Parents and Families

Every student at Blacklick Valley has a grade-level
Google Classroom where teachers and staff
regularly post important announcements, updates,
and opportunities. One of the most valuable
resources shared in these classrooms is information
about scholarship opportunities.
While many scholarships are designed for seniors,
there are also several opportunities available for
underclassmen to begin earning scholarship money.
We encourage families to take a few minutes to
review these postings with their child and explore
the possibilities together.
Staying informed now can open doors for the future
—thank you for supporting your child in taking
advantage of these opportunities!



Clubs and Activities:Clubs and Activities:
Students in the art department  painted windows at Conemaugh Memorial Medical

Center to commemorate heart health month in February.  Their work will be
featured in Conemaugh’s weekly newsletter.  



Introduction to Botvin - Life Skills! 

This year, Blacklick Valley Jr./Sr. High School has implemented the Botvin LifeSkills Training program, a
research-based curriculum designed to promote health, personal development, and positive decision-
making in adolescents.

The program will be delivered to our 7th and 8th grade students throughout the months of February
and March. Lessons focus on important topics such as decision-making skills, coping with anxiety and
anger, understanding violence and media influence, alcohol and marijuana—myths and realities—and
strengthening social and communication skills.

Botvin LifeSkills Training is grounded in science and supported by more than 30 years of research
demonstrating its effectiveness. The curriculum uses a variety of engaging teaching strategies, with a
strong emphasis on proven skills-training methods that help students apply what they learn in real-
life situations.

BVHS teachers leading the program include Mr. Havener, Mrs. Worthington, Ms. Borlie, Ms. Edwards,
Mrs. Litzinger, Ms. McGhee, Mrs. Karunaratne, and Mrs. Lieb. These educators completed official Botvin
training in October and November to ensure high-quality implementation of the curriculum.

To date, two lessons have been successfully completed with 7th graders and one lesson with 8th
graders. Students participating in cyber learning will receive their Botvin materials by mail, and Ms.
McGhee will be sending additional information home.

We are excited to offer this program and believe it will provide valuable tools to support our students
throughout their middle and high school years.



From the TRU Committee 

On March 19th several of our
junior and freshman TRU
members will attend a

leadership conference at IUP. 

 TRU members are collecting donations
for animal shelters which will be

collected at the conference! Above is a
list of items that various animal

shelters are in need of! Any donations
can be dropped off at the high school
office or given to Ms. McGhee and Mrs.

Lieb. Students who donate will be given a
TRU merch item as a thank you for their
donation! Top 5 donors will be given a T-

shirt or Hoodie. Donations will be
accepted up until March 17th. 





Our esports team spends long hours practicing, strategizing, and
building skills together, and a comfortable couch would make a huge

difference in how our space supports them. Right now, students often
sit on the floor or hard chairs between matches and practice sessions,
which makes it hard to stay focused and relaxed. A couch would create

a welcoming, comfortable environment where students can reset,
collaborate, and feel like they truly belong on a team.

Our goal is to build an esports program that teaches teamwork,
communication, problem-solving, and perseverance—skills that

transfer far beyond gaming.

Founded in 2000, DonorsChoose allows public school teachers to
request materials and resources for their classrooms. It connects

teachers with donors who want to support their projects, making it
possible for anyone to help students in need. More than half of all

U.S. public schools have benefited from this platform.

Many BVHS teachers work in partnership with DonorsChoose to help
provide students with materials, supplies, and opportunities that

they would not normally be able to have for their classrooms.  

Each month we’ll feature a teacher and their project. If you or
anyone you know is interested in donating, please use the links

provided.    

Esports Seating

Esports Seating
Mr. Havener

This project is active until 
April 17, 2026

CLICK HERE

Dive Into the Magic: The Little Mermaid Hits the BV Stage Soon!
By Mackenzee Palko

The countdown is on! Blacklick Valley’s theater production of The Little Mermaid is just
2½ weeks away!
Our Drama Club has been working tirelessly on choreography, scene changes, and
musical numbers to bring this beloved story to life. This incredibly talented group of
students is excited to share the magic, music, and fun of life under the sea with our
community.
Don’t miss your chance to dive into this spectacular production — because, as
Sebastian reminds us, “Life is the bubbles under the sea!”

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/esports-seating/9965492/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=directlink&utm_campaign=project&utm_term=donor_8389865&rf=directlink-dc-2026-01-project-donor_8389865
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/esports-seating/9965492/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=directlink&utm_campaign=project&utm_term=donor_8389865&rf=directlink-dc-2026-01-project-donor_8389865




Three-Peat Champions: Lady Vikings Claim WestPAC Title Again
By Sarah Mourey

The Blacklick Valley girls’ basketball team closed out its season with resilience,
determination, and celebration, earning the title of WestPAC Champions for the third
consecutive year. The Lady Vikings delivered an exciting performance against Shade,
securing a 48–19 victory at the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown on February 12.
The win marked their 20th of the season, as the team finished with an outstanding
20–4 overall record.
This year’s seniors exemplified hard work and dedication, providing leadership and
commitment in every practice and game. Their perseverance and team-first mentality
played a pivotal role in guiding the Lady Vikings to another championship season.
Here’s what our seniors had to say as they reflect on the season:
Averaging 17 points per game, Mackenzie Kinter cherished her first opportunity to play
at UPJ after returning from injury. She encourages new and returning players to show
up—even on the tough days—to listen to experienced teammates, and to always give
their best effort.
Although Madelyn Kinter did not finish the season on the court, she shared that the
relationships built with her teammates made the year unforgettable. Her favorite
memory of the season was Senior Night, a celebration of commitment and team spirit.
For Danica Gailey, basketball provided more than competition—it taught valuable life
lessons. Through the sport, she developed leadership skills, self-discipline, and the
confidence to face challenges without fear of failure—lessons that will stay with her
long after the final buzzer.
Congratulations to the Lady Vikings on an incredible season and another championship
banner for Blacklick Valley!

From the Athletic Department:From the Athletic Department:






