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Minutes of the Suffield Economic Development Commission
Regular Meeting
February 19, 2026

Members Present: Maria Silvestri, John McGuire, Roger Murray, Jeff Girard, Jack Henrie

Also Present: Chad Kuzontkoski — Economic Development Specialist, Ellie Binns — Administrative
Assistant

1. In the absence of Chairman Demko, Maria Silvestri called the meeting to order at 8:30 A.M.
2. Public Input - None
3. Commission Projects Update

Ms. Silvestri led the discussion of the list of Commission projects which she asked Mr. Kuzontkoski to
report on. He has been in contact with Bill’s Landscaping to get an estimate on improvements and
grading for the south green in the center of Town. There will also be coordination with the Department of
Public Works (DPW). The estimate process has been delayed due to the snow cover, but once some
numbers and specifics are ready, he will approach the Board of Selectman (BOS) for their input.

Soil testing to delineate the wetlands for the Town owned land at 1100 and 1140 South Street has been
approved and will be done as soon as the weather permits. This will help potential buyers know where
the buildable portions of the properties are. The electronic touch screen kiosk with Town information to
be put in front of the L Kent Library is ready to be installed. It was suggested that it should be installed
when the weather is better in the spring with a ribbon cutting and publicity. Mr. Kuzontkoski has met
with Library staff to familiarize them with it so that they can answer questions and assist people with its
usage. He noted that making changes to the graphic user interface is a simple and an ongoing process.
The dog park at the eastern part of Stony Brook Park is still pending, waiting for a quote on a driven point
for water and a determination of where would be the best place to locate the fencing. The progress on
this is dependent on better weather to do a walk through. Mr. Kuzontkoski also reported on the Sunrise
Park Entrance project. The plans have been submitted to the Police Chief for his input and will still need
to go before the Conservation Commission as they are the governing body for the Park as well as the
State Department of Transportation because the entrance is on a state highway. Once the plans are
agreed on they will be brought before the BOS and the plan is to have a “shovel ready” project to apply
for grants.

The annual Small Business Passport will be expanded next year in November due to the success in the
past years. The rough draft of the town maps has been revised to incorporate suggestions and Mr.
Kuzontkoski can still make changes based on input from members, so he requested that any additions be
sent to him. He hopes to have a final rough draft at the March meeting. He is also planning on getting in
touch with the State for signage for the bike trail in West Suffield and the canal trail on the Connecticut
River. He has been doing a monthly business spotlight on the Town website and will now be submitting
that to the Suffield Observer to have more coverage.

4, Minutes — January 15, 2026 Regular Meeting

Mr. McGuire moved acceptance of the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Girard
and approved unanimously.



S. EDC Projects Report — Chad Kuzontkoski

Mr. Kuzontkoski distributed his written report which summarized the activities in the Light Industrial,
Commercial and Town Center Village District zones for the month, noting that the Suffield Hardware
addition project and the Kitchen and Floor Store project are finished and are notable examples of projects
in large part financed by the EDC TIF grant. There was discussion about approaching other businesses in
the district to consider projects with high visibility.

Mr. Kuzontkoski noted that the “Taste of Suffield “restaurant promotion is going on through April 1%
where people can send their receipts in from two restaurants to be entered into a drawing to win a gift
card to a local restaurant of their choice.

Mr. Girard updated the Commission on the conceptual plans for 250 apartments that was brought before
Planning and Zoning at their February 9" Special Meeting. The meeting was recorded and is on the Town
website. The power point will be sent out to members so they can have a better understanding of the scope
of the proposal. It is in a preliminary stage and more study will be done on the specifics and the impact
on the Town. Members agreed that it would definitely have economic development impact.

6. Adjournment

With nothing further to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 9:04 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Ellie Binns Recording Secretary
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