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371707
Dragon's 
Promise Lim, Elizabeth 0-593-30098-X 978-0-593-30098-5 978-0-8000-4248-6 "Princess Shiori made a deathbed promise to return the dragon's pearl to its rightful owner, but keeping that promise is more dangerous than she ever imagined. She must journey to the kingdom of dragons, navigate political intrigue among humans and dragons alike, fend off thieves who covet the pearl for themselves and will go to any lengths to get it, all while cultivating the appearance of a perfect princess to dissuade those who would see her burned at the stake for the magic that runs in her blood"--Provided by publisher.7 to 12

Six Crimson 
Cranes Fic Fantasy fiction 2023 482 pages Random House [ Blessing and cursing. Juvenile fiction.,  Cranes (Birds). Juvenile fiction.,  Dragons. Juvenile fiction.,  Magic. Juvenile fiction.,  Pearls. Juvenile fiction.,  Princesses. Juvenile fiction.,  Blessing and cursing. Fiction.,  Cranes (Birds). Fiction.,  Dragons. Fiction.,  Magic. Fiction.,  Pearls. Fiction.,  Princesses. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, 05/08/23, A young woman is on a dangerous mission to fulfill a promise.In the conclusion to the story that began in Six Crimson Cranes (2021), Shiori, the Princess of Kiata, begins her adventures at the bottom of the Taijin Sea. She’s about to confront the Dragon King and learn more about the broken pearl her stepmother left for her to return to its rightful owner. Her promise to do so will ultimately test and reveal the bonds of family and country as well as her love for Takkan, the boy she left behind. While she still has a sense of mischief and remains quite stubborn, Shiori has learned from the past and tames her impulsivity with a willingness to listen to advice and see past surface appearances. Although the designated villains are still clearly bad, it is her potential allies who help round out the characters’ motivations and present surprises that further Shiori’s personal development. The writing is vibrant and colorful, as with the descriptions of palaces both on land and sea, the variety of foods served by street vendors, and the treacherous world of demons. The story continues to reference the source material from â��The Wild Swansâ�� while integrating familiar Chinese myths and legends. Most characters are assumed East Asian.For readers seeking sincere romance and quests, this fulfills its promise. (map) (Fantasy. 13-17)

 Ages 13-17 No No

274653
This Poison 

Heart Bayron, Kalynn 1-547-60390-9 978-1-547-60390-9 Teenaged Briseis, who possesses a supernatural power over plants, even poisonous ones, inherits a dilapidated estate in rural New York and must protect herself and her family from centuries-old secrets that threaten their lives.7 to 12
This Poison 
Heart Fic Fantasy fiction 2021 373 pages Bloomsbury [ Supernatural. Fiction.,  Ability. Fiction.,  Plants. Fiction.,  African Americans. Fiction.]3

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
Kirkus Reviews

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 09/01/21, Starred Review Briseis has a supernatural gift. Whatever seed or plant she touches grows into full bloom, and she's immune to the various poisons plants hold. But Briseis hasn't yet mastered her skill, often leaving her and those around her in precarious situations. So when Bri's family gets a call saying that her birth mother's sister has left her a home in upstate New York, they take it as a much needed break from the stressors of city life. What at first seems like a fairytale opportunity for Briseis to make friends, find love, and reopen her birth-family's apothecary soon becomes a mindboggling quest for answers as she grapples with realizations about her lineage and gift. The lush landscapes Bayron paints remind readers of beauty found not only in large acreages of land but even in bustling cities. Beyond the physical beauty it imparts, the greenery of this novel also creates an intimate space that delicately holds the weight of the issues Briseis grapples with, such as friendship, queerness, adoption, secrecy, and gentrification. Despite Briseis' struggles, it is refreshing to see the love and support of her moms throughout the story, breaking the mold of the traditional family model. This Poison Heart masterfully weaves a unique story grounded in the depths of Greek mythology and Black girlhood, ideal for lovers of folklore or those who enjoy the thrill of a well-paced and unanticipated adventure.

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 04/26/21, In this smart and atmospheric sophomore effort, the opener to a planned duology, Bayron (Cinderella Is Dead) presents the trials of adopted Brooklynite Briseis, a Black teen with the ability to control plants. Bri-s powers are greater than even she knows, until a dangerous accidental brush with water hemlock reveals that she is impervious to poisonous plants. Just as Bri and her two moms face the possibility of losing their flower shop to gentrification, Bri receives an inheritance from her late birth mother-s sister: a house and 40 acres in Upstate New York. Yet summer in Rhinebeck reveals that there-s more to Bri-s inheritance than a sprawling mansion: she soon encounters a fully stocked apothecary, a garden full of deadly vegetation-and countless strangers seeking access to it-and secrets about her birth family and her own powers. Bayron weaves science and Greek mythology into a captivating lore that lends weight to this fantastical contemporary story. She conjures entertaining and realistic dialogue and attentive characterization, while incisive descriptions and sumptuous prose evoke a wonderfully gothic atmosphere. Ages 13-up. Agent: Jamie Vankirk, Rainbow Nerds Literary. (June)

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A teenager explores her magical connections to greenery and gods.Briseis Greene is a Black high schooler with magical powers that she hides from most people save her adoptive mothers, Thandie and Angie. She has an innate connection to plants and is even able to grow them from seeds using just her mind and hands. Bri is curious about the source and extent of her powers, but after some mishaps, she is more fearful of the potential harm she could bring by tapping into them, so she refrains from exploring further. When she is surprised by news of an extensive estate near Rhinebeck that she has inherited from the recently deceased Circe Colchis, her late birth mother’s sister and someone whose existence she was previously unaware of, the three of them move from Brooklyn to upstate New York. Bri quickly grasps that her new home and the biological family she never knew have many more secrets in store for herâ��and in those secrets may lie answers to questions that she has had all her life. In this intriguing and well-paced novel, Bayron conjures a world filled with magic and mystery. Readers will share the protagonist’s curiosity about her powers and eagerness to uncover her history. Fans of retellings will enjoy this modern tale that reimagines stories of Greek gods and goddesses. Major characters are Black.Brings much-needed inclusivity and contemporary flavor to the teen fantasy genre. (Fantasy. 14-18)

 Ages 14-18 No No

378187
This Wicked 

Fate Bayron, Kalynn 1-547-61200-2 978-1-547-61200-0 978-0-8000-5246-1 An instant New York Times bestseller! Would you tempt even the most dangerous fate to save the ones you love? Briseis has one chance to save her mother, but she'll need to do the impossible: find the last fragment of the deadly Absyrtus Heart. To locate the missing piece, she must turn to the blood relatives she's never known, learn about their secret powers, and take her place in their ancient lineage. But Briseis is not the only one who wants the Heart, and her enemies will stop at nothing to fulfill their own ruthless plans. The fates tell of a truly dangerous journey, one that could end in more heartache, more death. Strengthened by the sisterhood of ancient magic, can Briseis harness her power to save the people she loves most? Bestselling author Kalynn Bayron continues the story of Briseis and her family's unique magic in the sequel to This Poison Heart .7 to 12
This Poison 
Heart Fic Fantasy fiction 2023 310 pages Bloomsbury [ Ability. Fiction.,  African Americans. Fiction.,  Blessing and cursing. Fiction.,  Goddesses. Fiction.,  Plants. Fiction.,  Supernatural. Fiction.,  Gods and goddesses. Fiction.]3

ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal

ALA Booklist, 05/01/22, In Bayron's lushly written sequel to This Poison Heart (2021), Briseis finds herself on a mission to track down a mythical plant ich has been both a legacy and a burden for generations of her biological family, the Colchis clan save her mother from the underworld. She has just one moon cycle to find it. Thankfully, her aunt Circe and found-family Marie and Persephone have spent years searching already, so they're not far from success, but traitorous Karter and his family are also searching for the plant and just as close. Bayron cleverly slips feminist versions of Greek mythology into the novel, explaining the origin of the Colchises' gifts and responsibilities as well as the long-simmering conflict between the families. Her descriptions of the plants and environments are deliciously tactile, and the implicit questions about how cultural touchstones like myths skew history are thought provoking. Sharp banter, dynamic characters, and a warm sapphic romance give this even more verve. Teens who grew up on Rick Riordan's mythology-based fantasies will appreciate this earthy, perceptive novel, which satisfyingly wraps up the duology.

 Kirkus Reviews, 04/03/23, Briseis goes on an even riskier journey with more menacing enemies in the sequel to This Poison Heart (2021).Sixteen-year-old Briseis Greene’s story continues as she is tasked with reuniting all the pieces of the Absyrtus Heart in order to save Thandie, one of her adoptive moms, who is being held by Hecate in the underworld. Bri finds out that Circe (the biological aunt whose existence she only recently learned of following her supposed death) is actually alive and has been searching for the pieces of the Heart as well. This revelation marks just the beginning of the discoveries and twists that Bri has to deal with: The history of her biological family and their connections to mythological gods go deeper than she realized, and the adversaries she has to face are even more dangerous than everything she’s experienced thus far. But saving her mom is paramount, and Bri is willing to do anything and face anyone in order to do so. Readers who were hooked after reading the previous book with its cliffhanger ending will be pleased to follow more of Bri’s story. Bayron highlights themes of sisterhood, familial bonds, and intergenerational trauma in this novel centering Black characters. Bri’s story showcases how love can help give one the strength and courage needed to confront fears and weather uncomfortable truths.This duology closer delves deeper into mythology while depicting textured, realistic relationships. (Fantasy. 13-18)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up— Briseis must find the last piece of the Absyrtus Heart if she wants to have any chance of saving her mother but finding the missing piece will mean facing gods and monsters. Bri's grief is compelling but not overwhelming as she and Marie embark on a globe-spanning quest. Bayron's writing strikes the perfect balance, moving away from The Secret Garden elements of This Poison Heart ; the story has found its feet in Greek mythology. The quest and magical creature elements give this story sapphic "Percy Jackson" vibes, while lush writing and attention to detail make the story shine. Main characters are Black. VERDICT Bayron's duology lives up to its potential and is recommended for general purchase.

 Gr 8 Up Ages 13-18 No No

395328
Wizard of 
Earthsea Le Guin, Ursula. K 0-06-328576-2 978-0-06-328576-7 Ged was the greatest sorcerer in Earthsea, but in his youth he was the reckless Sparrowhawk. In his hunger for power and knowledge, he tampered with long-held secrets and unleashed a terrible shadow upon the world. This is the tumultuous tale of his testing, how he mastered the mighty words of power, tamed an ancient dragon, and crossed death's threshold to restore the balance. Experience the bestselling first adventure of Ursula K. Le Guin's Books of Earthsea as a masterly crafted graphic novel. Fred Fordham brings new life to Le Guin's iconic fantasy classic with his breathtaking illustrations and thoughtful text adaptation.7 to 12

Wizard of 
Earthsea 
Graphic Novels Fic

Graphic novels,
Fantasy fiction 2025 270 pages HarperCollins [ Magic. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Wizards. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Imaginary places. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Magic. Fiction.,  Wizards. Fiction.,  Imaginary places. Fiction.]5

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, ALA Booklist, 
Horn Book, Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 02/01/25, An ambitious young wizard embarks on a perilous quest to correct a mistake made from hubris in this graphic adaptation of Le Guin’s well-loved 1968 classicDuny is nearly 13 when he’s visited by Ogion the Silent, a mage who gives him his true name, Ged, a coming-of-age milestone. As Ogion’s apprentice, Ged begins his long journey of understanding the consequences of magic and the importance of maintaining the world’s balance. Ged studies wizardry at the School of Roke, where he performs a spell summoning the dead and calls up an evil shadow force that starts following him. Ged must defeat it before it can take over his body and use him to enact dark magic. Fordham’s watercolor-style art brings the story’s world to life, beautifully portraying seaside villages, starlit nights, the stone-walled school, and more. Wordless spreads seamlessly propel the plot, as when Ged battles fierce flying dragons off the coast of Pendor. While the story moves quickly, visual clues such as changing seasons signal Ged’s growth and the passage of time. The concise narration and dialogue enhance the story’s drama. A preface by Theo Downes-Le Guin, the author’s son, discusses the intentionality and mindfulness behind the illustrations, as for example, in the portrayal of Ged as â��a young copper-skinned manâ�� rather than the â��white, often middle-aged manâ�� shown in other versions, which Le Guin felt betrayed her original vision.A beloved cornerstone of the genre brought vividly to life through striking illustrations. (map)(Graphic fantasy. 12-16)

 ALA Booklist, 03/01/25, Here author-artist Fordham admirably tackles the first graphic adaptation of Le Guin's beloved 1968 opener to the Earthsea Cycle. The script is true to the source, presenting a measured, poetic telling of the wizard Ged's early, somewhat episodic journeys, from the emergence of his powers, to his tutelage and ascent to the level of sorcerer, and through the long, harrowing journey in pursuit of the dark shadow unleashed by Ged's heedless young ambition. Rather than modernizing the old novel for contemporary audiences, Fordham maintains the classic tone, letting the artwork drive the story while emphasizing the awesome power of silence and stillness as Ged sails through a wide archipelago. A watercolor style proves the perfect choice for the many sweeping seascapes that ground the adventure, steeping the pages in a visual magic that is able to blur between the light and dark that churn at the story's core. A worthy adaptation of an enduring classic that manages to bring forth all the quiet power of the whispered secret of someone's true name.

 Horn Book, 04/01/25, This graphic-format adaptation masterfully captures the quiet introspection and mythic quality of Le Guin's classic. The muted watercolor-style art, with its fluid linework, enhances the ethereal tone, immersing readers in the journey of Ged, a young wizard, as he confronts a dark force he'd unwittingly unleashed. Although the minimal text may challenge newcomers to the tale, fans will appreciate this visually distinctive reimagining. (To fit the format, and in consultation with Le Guin's son, Fordham trimmed and truncated some of the text and events.) A thoughtful, atmospheric adaptation that remains true to Le Guin's vision.

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up— The world of Earthsea has been widely known since Le Guin's original publication in 1968 and paved the way for non-Tolkienian fantasy novels for decades. Fordham's artistic vision will bring in a new generation of fans with vivid colors, dialogue-driven pages, and fast pacing. The watercolor art style gives the world a dreamlike quality, which serves to let the reader fill in some parts with their own imagination, as Le Guin originally intended in the novel. The art is rich and the bits of exposition and descriptions that Fordham has turned into textless panels let the settings sing. Justly, this adaptation portrays Ged as his proper age and with copper skin to match Le Guin's character description from the novels, which have been obscured in other illustrative interpretations and film adaptations. The quick, light pace will keep readers turning pages, though no number of beautiful illustrations can replace Le Guin's stunning prose. It is especially absent in the climactic scene, which ends up feeling rushed in this version. However, this is an otherwise faithful adaptation, and the interpretation of the characters, towns, and magic make this definitely worth adding to any graphic novel collection. VERDICT Fantasy lovers and art lovers alike will make this graphic version of the classic novel a highly sought-after addition to library shelves, though it should be in addition to the original, not in place of it.— Lauren Sullivan

 Gr 8 Up No No

321373 Getaway Giles, Lamar 1-338-75201-4 978-1-338-75201-4 Jay discovers that the mountain resort where he lives and works with his friends and family is also a doomsday oasis for the rich and powerful who expect top-notch customer service even as the world outside the resort's walls disintegrates.7 to 12 Fic Horror fiction 2022 382 pages
Scholastic Book 
Service [ African American teenagers. Juvenile fiction.,  Resorts. Juvenile fiction.,  Racism. Juvenile fiction.,  African Americans. Fiction.,  Resorts. Fiction.,  Racism. Fiction.,  Horror stories.,  Horror fiction.]5

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal Starred Review, 
Horn Book, Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers 
Weekly

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 08/04/22, Trapped in an apocalyptic theme park, teens fight back.Jay has it pretty good, all things considered, in a not-too-distant future absolutely ravaged by droughts, fires, floods, and powder-keg instability. He and his family are live-in employees of Karloff Country, a mountaintop in Virginia taken over by a billionaire family who created their own version of Disneyland as a refuge for their similarly wealthy peers to cavort away from the destruction they helped create. But when the end times loom, Jay realizes that the new guests, the Trustees, are privileged to the point of sociopathy, torturing staff over perceived slights with impunity. Jay rebels along with fellow Karloff Academy seniors Zeke and Connie and Seychelle, his crush and an heir to the Karloff fortune (Chelle’s racist grandfather, Franklin Karloff, hasn’t gotten over her White mom’s having had a biracial Black baby). They’re all fast friends; â��the Black kids always find each other.â�� Narrated through multiple points of view, the novel features Jay’s perspective most prominently, with some interludes from his friends, all presented in Giles’ signature strong, accessible voice. With hints of Cory Doctorow, Jordan Peele, and Richard Matheson, this book stands on its own as a dystopian adventure, but the deeper metaphors around servitude, privilege, class, and solidarity mean that there’s a lot to think about as the characters reckon with their proximity to and complicity in violence both local and far-flung.Hold tight: You’ll want to stay on this nightmarish roller coaster till the end. (Horror. 13-18)

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 9 Up— As the world outside is plagued with severe climate change, poverty, and racism, Black teen Jay feels lucky his family was chosen to live in Karloff Country. Inside the Karloff walls is a renowned destination resort with theme parks, upscale hotels, restaurants, and shops. Helpers keep the resort running, so Jay splits his time with going to school, working at a theme park, and hanging with his crew: fellow Black teens Zeke and Connie, and Chelle, who, much to her grandfather's dismay, is the biracial heir to the Karloff empire. But soon the troubles of the outside world start to seep into Karloff; Connie disappears overnight, and residents are suddenly placed under lockdown as coordinated attacks occur worldwide. Jay is still grateful to be living in a safe zone—until the typical resort crowds disappear and the Trustees arrive with new demands. Karloff Country marketing campaigns interspersed within the text lead to initial connections between Karloff and the promised magic of Disneyworld. But the advertisements extolling a commitment to safety and equality quickly begin to underscore the glaring difference in Karloff's marketing and intended purpose. The Trustees have complete power over the Helpers, each described as a person of color, and their brutality ranges from the zap of electricity to a modern-day lynching, rapidly shifting ideas of Disneyworld to those of slavery. Nonstop action, increasingly dangerous risks, and themes of racism and classism will keep readers engaged and flying through this one—and rethinking that planned resort vacation. VERDICT A must for readers who want an entirely unique take on the apocalypse.— Maggie Mason Smith

 Horn Book, 08/01/22, Jay has lived for three years in Karloff Country, a Disney World-like resort in Virginia whose guests include the world's super-wealthy. It's billed as "The Funnest Place Around," and it is, since outside the walls in this near-future world the planet is devastated by poverty, hunger, wildfires, droughts, riots, and violence. The narration alternates among Jay and his friends Zeke and Connie, also Black and also Helpers at the amusement park; and Seychelle Karloff, biracial heiress to a multi-billion-dollar fortune. After an apocalyptic series of events, the friends come to realize that Karloff Country has been deliberately positioned as a refuge for the "prophets of finance and politics who saw society's collapse coming" and a "doomsday prison" for the Helpers, and they put themselves at risk by joining a rebellion. Giles skillfully places the four friends in the midst of a brutal upheaval with strong racial overtones, as Karloff Country, so meticulously perfect at the beginning of the novel, is dismantled and the world inside the walls begins to look like the devastated world outside. With elements of adventure, science fiction, horror, and even a bit of romance in a broken world, Giles keeps readers wondering who can and cannot be trusted throughout this page-turning novel.

 Publishers Weekly, 07/11/22, High school junior Jermaine “Jay” Butler lives year-round at walled, world-famous Karloff Country Resort. He spends his days attending classes at the prestigious Karloff Academy, working shifts at mega-popular theme park Enchantria, and hanging with his crew, which includes Connie, an elite restaurant chef’s Black daughter; Zeke, Black son of a resort engineer; and biracial (Black and white) Seychelle, sole heir to the vast Karloff fortune. Jay is grateful for his spot within Karloff Country’s wealthy community as the U.S. suffers national meat shortages, raging West Coast fires, East Coast flooding, and natural disasters battering Middle America. But when Connie and her family disappear overnight, it’s just the beginning of a series of ominous incidents. As Jay and his crew uncover haunting truths about their seemingly utopian getaway, they must contend with the knowledge of how precarious their lives really are, and work together to survive the deadly whims of the board of trustees who run the resort. Told through the teens’ alternating perspectives, Giles’s (Spin) harrowing dystopian novel combines an exploration of capitalistic greed and systemic racism and oppression with gripping psychological horror, resulting in a read that is guaranteed to terrify. Ages 12–up. Agent: Jamie Weiss Hilton, Andrea Brown Literary. (Sept.)

 Gr 9 Up No No

393638 More Than This Marquis, Krystal 0-593-46336-6 978-0-593-46336-9 <b>The anticipated sequel to the instant <i>New York Times </i>bestseller featuring escapist romance and a wealthy Black family in 1910s Chicago</b><br><br>Like the blazing Chicago sun, the drama is heating up for the Davenports and their social set. Before the summer of 1910 drops its last petal, the lives&mdash;and loves&mdash;of these four young women will change in ways they never could have imagined:<br><br>Newly engaged <b>Ruby Tremaine</b> is eagerly planning her wedding to the love of her life when a nasty rumor threatens her reputation <i>and</i> her marriage. <b>Olivia Davenport </b>has committed to social justice and secretly hopes she&rsquo;ll be reunited with dashing lawyer Washington DeWight&mdash;until her parents decide she&rsquo;s to marry someone else. <b>Amy-Rose Shepherd</b> is making her lifelong wish of owning a salon come true, but when an incident forces her to return to Freeport Manor, she&rsquo;s back in the path of John Davenport, who still holds her heart. <b>Helen Davenport</b> is determined to get over her own heartbreak and bring the Davenport Carriage Company into the new century, even if it means teaming up with a thrill-seeking racecar driver who just <i>loves</i> to get under her skin.<br><br>Inspired by the real-life story of the Patterson family,<i> More Than This</i> is the second book in critically adored Davenports series, following four empowered and passionate young Black women as they navigate a rapidly changing society and discover the courage to steer their own paths in life&mdash;and love.<br><br><b>&ldquo;The Davenport universe has history, humor, and heart baked into it.&rdquo; </b>&mdash;<i>Kirkus</i><br><b>"Richly portrays the complexities of early 20th century Black society.&rdquo;</b><i> &mdash;SLJ</i><br><b>&ldquo;With more romance and intrigue . . . as interesting and juicy as ever.&rdquo; </b><i>&mdash;Booklist</i>7 to 12 The Davenports Fic
Love stories,
Historical fiction 2024 379 pages Dial [ African Americans. Juvenile fiction.,  African Americans. Fiction.,  Family life. Fiction.,  Love. Fiction.,  Chicago (Ill.). Social life and customs. 20th century. Juvenile fiction.,  Chicago (Ill.). Social life and customs. 20th century. Fiction.,  Chicago (Ill.). Manners and customs. 20th century. Fiction.]2

ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews

ALA Booklist, Date Unavailable, The Davenport sisters and their friends Amy-Rose and Ruby are back for more romance and intrigue in the second installment of The Davenports series. Olivia is questioning her romantic future while Helen is dealing with her private heartbreak over the betrayal of Jacob Lawrence. Ruby is dealing with rumors that threaten her impending marriage to Harrison Barton, and Amy-Rose is living her dream of becoming a hair-care entrepreneur. The romantic lives of the women are balanced with pursuits relevant to the time period. Olivia is becoming involved in the suffragist movement while Helen hopes to continue the family business by encouraging them to pursue automobile production. The politics and high society of Black Chicago in the early 1900s are as interesting and juicy as ever. Fans of the original will enjoy seeing the characters reach their happy endings. Purchase where historical fiction and the first Davenport novel is popular.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, This follow-up to Marquis’ charming bestselling debut continues the saga of young, Black Chicagoans in the early 20th centuryIt’s been several weeks since the masquerade ball for Ruby’s father’s political campaign, and she’s eager to solidify her social status as a newlywed and the daughter of Chicago’s first Black mayor. But after Ruby and her parents learn of horrible rumors, their aspirations fall prey to uncertainty and chaos. Meanwhile, Olivia, Ruby’s best friend, focuses on building political power among local Black women, but her parents continue to pressure her to marry. They’re unaware of her star-crossed, long-distance entanglement. â��Life can’t be just about workâ�¦What about love?â�� younger sister Helen asks Olivia. To which she replies, â��Who said my decision wasn’t for love?â�� Helen may be open to romance, but she also concocts an ambitious plan to prepare the family’s carriage company for a horseless future. Ultimately, she must collaborate with a young man she finds irritating to pull it off. Domestic-worker-turned-entrepreneur Amy-Rose tries to keep her mind off Davenport business heir apparent John, but new circumstances make that tricky. The Davenport universe, which has history, humor, and heart baked into it, maintains its continuity in this volume, and Marquis will satisfy fans with the characters’ expanding narratives. The breezy and fluid prose supports the love-filled merry-go-round of will-they-won’t-they storylines.An enjoyable sequel in a well-oiled coming-of-age series.(Historical fiction. 12-18)

 Ages 12-18 No No

183049 Rise of Kyoshi Yee, F.C. 1-419-73504-7 978-1-419-73504-2 When Kyoshi demonstrates remarkable bending during a mission to the South Pole and is marked as the true Avatar, she is forced to flee, torn between following the traditional path of an Avatar and seeking vengeance for those she has lost.7 to 12
Chronicles of 
the Avatar Fic

Adventure 
fiction,Fantasy 
fiction 2019 442 pages

Harry N 
Abrams, Inc. [ Women heroes. Fiction.,  Four elements (Philosophy). Fiction.,  Equilibrium. Fiction.,  Revenge. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, The origins of Kyoshi, from the beloved television series Avatar: The Last Airbender, have been shrouded in mystery—until now.Orphaned Kyoshi is treated as an outcast in the small coastal village of Yokoya. To survive she works in the mansion of Avatar Yun as his servant and companion. When she accompanies Yun to a treaty negotiation, violence breaks out, unleashing Kyoshi's hidden earthbending capabilities and throwing doubt on Yun's legitimacy. Yun and Kyoshi engage in a ritual to find out who the true Avatar is only to be betrayed by one of his mentors, Jianzhu, forcing Kyoshi to flee. With the help of Rangi, a Firebender warrior and friend, they now must evade Jianzhu and his extensive network. Kyoshi receives tutelage from a group of bandits, the self-proclaimed Flying Opera Company, in hopes of taking revenge on Jianzhu. As with the original, a mix of East Asian cultures provides the template for character profiles and worldbuilding. Yee (The Epic Crush of Genie Lo, 2017) artfully weaves in political entanglements as well as complex cultural identities to fully immerse readers in Kyoshi's world. The pace strikes a careful balance between page-turning conflicts and revelations of Kyoshi's past. Each page is efficient in its storytelling, furthering the plot without lessening the suspense. Knowledge of the original series is ideal for full enjoymentAn action-packed tale that answers some long-awaited questions; fans will look forward to the promised sequel. (Fantasy. 12-16)

 Ages 12-16 No No

216375
Shadow of 

Kyoshi Yee, F. C. 1-419-73505-5 978-1-419-73505-9 Kyoshi's place as the true Avatar has finally been cemented-but at a heavy cost. With her mentors gone, Kyoshi voyages to the Southern Air Temple, where she can master the elements beyond what she could have ever imagined. But while her bending grows stronger, a mysterious threat emerges from the Spirit World. To stop it, Kyoshi, Rangi, the daofei, and their reluctant allies must join forces before the four nations are destroyed irreparably.7 to 12
Chronicles of 
the Avatar Fic

Adventure 
fiction,Fantasy 
fiction 2020 341 pages

Harry N 
Abrams, Inc. [ Imaginary wars and battles. Juvenile fiction.,  Good and evil. Juvenile fiction.,  Imaginary wars and battles. Fiction.,  Good and evil. Fiction.]2

Kirkus Reviews, School 
Library Journal

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, After fighting physical battles, Avatar Kyoshi faces new foes, this time in diplomacy.In order to fully appreciate this second installment of the Kyoshi Novels, readers must be familiar with the East-Asianâ��inspired culture of Avatar as well as the events that transpired in The Rise of Kyoshi (2019). Yun, abandoned after losing the title of Avatar, battles for survival against the malevolent spirit Father Glowworm, a struggle that hints at a gruesome ending. Meanwhile, Kyoshi avoids the social obligations of being Avatar by traveling across the land to personally subdue criminal activity, occasionally with violence. Unable to avoid politics any longer, she acquiesces to a small meeting with the Fire Lord. Upon her arrival she is dismayed to find that it is instead a well-attended feast riddled with political intrigue. The Fire Lord Zoryu asks for Kyoshi’s support with his waning popularity among the fire clans, especially as his half brother Chaejin seeks to rule. As Kyoshi blunders through the court, Yun appears and promises revenge. Kyoshi and her allies now race to stop Yun and keep the Fire Clans from dissolving into war. While the narrative is gripping, multiple themes crowd the plot and occasionally disrupt the flow. Also, Kyoshi’s ongoing defeats both on and off the battlefield may leave some fans frustrated.A sequel with a solid narrative that reveals the flawed beginnings of Avatar Kyoshi. (Fantasy. 12-16)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up Recently established as the Avatar, Kyoshi finds herself caught up in political power plays. While attempting to prevent a clan struggle from undercutting the vulnerable reign of the young Fire Lord, Kyoshi discovers that her friend Yun, thought devoured by a malevolent spirit, may have returned as a possessed, dangerous wild-card. Yee continues to explore the complexities of the fantastical Asian world underlying the popular Avatar: The Last Airbender cartoon series. The themes of revenge and the cost of violence return as well, and the book begins with horror and fear and further reinforces just how brutal control of the elements could be on the comparatively frail human form. These make for good stakes and keep Kyoshi relatable despite her almost deific potential. Ultimately, the book is about how being perceived as a godhead doesn't stop one from being human, nor does it prevent either making or inheriting mistakes. The payoffs are emotional and effective, but leave the plot, character threads, and the larger setting still in flux. More jumbled than the previous volume, and more weighted down with its continuity, this doesn't read as cleanly as its predecessor, but its themes are more complicated and don't deserve pat answers. VERDICT Fans of the previous book will enjoy the expansion of the reality of the Avatar world, but recent converts to the cartoon should be wary of the escalated mortal stakes and resistance to moral absolutes.Benjamin Russell, Belmont H.S., NH

 Gr 7 Up Ages 12-16 No No

315763 Bravely Stiefvater, Maggie 1-368-07134-1 978-1-368-07134-5 When a supernatural being appears in DunBroch on Christmas Eve with the intent of demolishing the realm, Princess Merida, under the watchful eyes of the gods, embarks on a series of epic journeys to save those she loves from ruin.7 to 12 Fic

Fantasy fiction,
Adventure 
fiction 2022 xii. 367 pages

Walt Disney 
Press/Hyperion [ Princesses. Juvenile fiction.,  Courage. Juvenile fiction.,  Quests (Expeditions). Juvenile fiction.,  Princesses. Fiction.,  Courage. Fiction.,  Quests (Expeditions). Fiction.,  Scotland. Juvenile fiction.,  Scotland. Fiction.]2

ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews

ALA Booklist, 10/01/22, Two gods radach, a deity of stagnation, and the Cailleach, a goddess of creation rgue over how to keep the balance between destruction and new life as Princess Merida of DunBroch, headstrong and now 20, somewhat accidentally steps in. The gods give her one year to prove her family can change for the better instead of leaving things ignored, unfinished, and unresolved. To do so, Merida visits three different kingdoms to learn their ways of life. Each kingdom is different, wholly unlike the DunBroch she loves, and Merida begins to wonder if she might enjoy the bargain she's made. As changes begin to take hold, Merida shows her strength, courage, and cunning, and she may just be able to save her home and her family through sheer determination. Tackling a character many modern teens will remember first from childhood (the 2012 Pixar movie Brave) is no mean feat, but Stiefvater's clear dedication to Scottish history and myth give this stand-alone everything it needs to succeed. Expect fans of Stiefvater's Raven Cycle and of reimagined Disney to devour this.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Disney adaptations are familiar, but this title marks a new gambit: a novel sequel that accepts the source movie, Brave, as canon.Merida, now nearly 20, has negotiated a truce with her mother (they never talk about betrothals or marriage) and traveled the kingdom learning new things. But little has changed otherwise: The triplets are still a force of chaos, Merida prefers archery to embroidery, the kingdom is at peace, and magic is at rest. That is, until Feradach, the god who brings ruin in order to make room for growth, threatens to destroy everything Merida loves unless she can change her family enough to end their stagnation. This is still clearly a fairy-tale world, but Stiefvater’s understanding of medieval history (briefly detailed in the author’s note) grounds it, as does the very believable nature of Merida’s conflict: Saving what she loves means transforming it beyond what she knows. The episodic structure as Merida takes on three journeys, each with different family members, moves more slowly than the movie, but the depth of characterizationâ��as shown in Feradach and Queen Elinor in particularâ��is nuanced and noteworthy. Readers who spent their childhoods watching Merida engage with magic will readily fall under her spell again as she negotiates the hardest challenge of all: growing up. All characters are assumed White.A different kind of fairy tale, for older and wiser readers. (Historical fantasy. 12-18)

 Ages 12-18 No No

221487
Love Is a 
Revolution Watson, Renée 1-547-60060-8 978-1-547-60060-1 Harlem teenager Nala is looking forward to a summer of movies and ice cream until she falls in love with the very woke Tye and pretends to be a social activist.7 to 12 Fic Love stories 2021 290 pages Bloomsbury [ Love. Fiction.,  Dating (Social customs). Fiction.,  Self-acceptance. Fiction.,  Social action. Fiction.,  Jamaican Americans. Fiction.,  Harlem (New York, N.Y.). Fiction.,  New York (N.Y.). Fiction.]5

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, School Library 
Journal Starred Review, 
Horn Book, Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers 
Weekly

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 12/01/20, Starred Review Watson's unforgettable new novel contains a heart-warming love story about a girl who has to learn to love herself first before she can find true love with another. Fun-spirited Nala Robertson attends an open mic night for her cousin's birthday and meets Tye Brown. Tye would be the perfect beau except he is too serious about everything. He's an activist intent on spending the summer entrenched in one community outreach project after another, and Nala just wants to binge movies and yummy ice cream. Tye and Nala couldn't be more different, so, to impress Tye, Nala lies about her interests and claims she's a hardcore activist too. However, when the lies start to pile up and the truth gets increasingly harder to hide, Nala is forced to confront who she really is. Only by looking at herself honestly and embracing her true self can Nala hope to keep the love she's found with Tye. Watson's story is a delightful, joyous coming-of-age tale that features dynamic characters and a sweet romance, and it doesn't shy away from weighty social and political topics, all the while spinning the magic of Black Girl Joy.

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up Nala Robertson has a three-pronged plan for the summer before her senior year. OneFind a new hairstyle. TwoSpend time with her cousin and best friend, Imani. ThreeFind love. When she attends a talent show hosted by the community group that her cousin is involved in and meets the beautiful Tye Brown, it seems like Nala's summer is shaping up the way she intended. Who cares if she tells a few white lies to get the civically minded Tye to think more highly of her? But as the summer progresses and Nala's relationship with Tye deepens, she feels her cousin pulling away from her and starts to wonder how long she can keep up the ruse. This book explores many different forms of love: family, romantic, and self-love. Will Nala find the courage to love herself? The protagonist's subtle humor pulls readers in, and while she occasionally muses on what it might be like to be wanted by others, she never wallows in self-pity. Notably, Nala's self-image issues are not physical. She's big and beautiful and comfortable in her body. Instead, her concern lies with her accomplishments, or what she perceives as a lack thereof. The cast of Black characters shines; each character is well-developed and relatable, even when they're not particularly likable. VERDICT In a time where books about teen activists, including Watson's own Watch Us Rise , are plentiful and teens try to make the world a better place, this title sends the necessary message that sometimes it's okay if the person you save is yourself. Mimi Powell, Lib. Systs. and Svcs., Kissimmee, FL

 Horn Book, 04/01/21, All Nala has on her summer agenda is to pick a new hairstyle, spend time with her "cousin-sister-friend" Imani, and find love. Nala is not very inspired by Imani's activism or her activist friends, finding them pretentious -- that is, until she meets Tye, a new member of Imani's Inspire Harlem group, with whom she has an instant connection. Nala tells a few little white lies about her own activism and volunteerism to help stoke the embers of attraction, but soon finds that being anyone other than your truest self makes real intimacy difficult. With her carefully created masquerade revealed, Nala is challenged to expand her definition of love. Watson (Piecing Me Together, rev. 7/17) offers a rom-com that is as much an ode to New York, especially Harlem, as it is to Black love. As Nala soon finds out, love is more than romantic relationships and extends to her family (she lives with her aunt's family due to a strained relationship with her mother), friends, and community, and most of all, to herself. A rare "fat" protagonist, Nala is "not down with the Say-It-Loud-I'm-Fat-and-I'm-Proud movement" but grows to embrace her body. Watson's deft ability to write characters that are relatable yet flawed offers readers a nuanced, non-saccharine love story. Monique Harris

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A summer of lessons on love of all kinds, particularly self-love.It’s the summer before senior year for Harlem resident Nala Robertson, a 17-year-old Black girl of Jamaican descent. Nala’s list of things she wants to accomplish over the summer includes hanging out with her best friends, Imani and Sadie, and falling in love. Nala soon discovers that life does not always go according to plan. While some surprises may turn out better than she imaginedâ��like the entrance of her new crush, Tyeâ��some of life’s twists have her questioning her dreams and herself, forcing her to face new and uncomfortable realities. Nala’s world is made up of family and friends who are mainly strong, inspirational Black girls and women of varying sizes, complexions, and complexities. Nala’s journey of self-love and acceptance comes with emotional bumps and bruises, and Watson’s well-paced writing puts readers in Nala’s shoes with a delivery that consistently feels like a warm hug, supported by a throughline of love. Touching on social issues like racism, environmentalism, and body positivity, this story will resonate with readers who have questioned who they are, tried to change themselves to fit in, or are seeking their own voices.A beautiful love story about finding one’s way back to one’s self. (Fiction. 13-18)

 Publishers Weekly, 01/04/21, Through the misadventures of Black 17-year-old Nala Robertson, Watson (Ways to Make Sunshine) pens a love letter to community, family, and self-love. Tired of being compared to her overachieving -cousin-sister-friend- Imani, Nala, who is plus-size, just wants to be loved. But when Nala meets Tye at a function for Inspire Harlem-a community service organization where Tye and Imani are members-Nala fears Tye won-t like her if she acts like herself. So she lies, getting her close enough to her dream boy that sparks fly. But the more time Nala spends with Tye, the more she wants him to love her for who she really is-just as soon as she figures out what that looks like. Watson excels at creating well-meaning teen characters laboring under peer pressure and parental expectations. Interspersed with Nala-s heartfelt lists for living and resonant song lyrics by her favorite fictional musician, the messy complexity of Nala-s internal life, including her deception and judgement of others, makes for a read that-s simultaneously relatable and frustrating. While Nala-s unwillingness to be authentic makes her relationship a hard sell, Nala herself has the makings of an appreciably flawed character blazing her own distinctive path, however many mistakes that takes. Ages 13-up. Agent: Rosemary Stimola, Stimola Literary. (Feb.)

 Gr 7 Up Ages 13-18 Ages 13-up No No

373015

Lightning Thief: 
The Graphic 

Novel Riordan, Rick 1-368-10082-1 978-1-368-10082-3 978-0-8000-4484-8 After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, twelve-year-old Percy is sent to a summer camp for demigods and joins a quest to prevent a war between the gods.5 to 9

Percy Jackson 
and the 
Olympians 
Graphic Novels Fic

Graphic novels,
Fantasy fiction,
Adventure 
fiction 2023 1 volume (unpaged)

Walt Disney 
Press/Hyperion [ Hades. (Greek deity). Comic books, strips, etc.,  Poseidon. (Greek deity). Comic books, strips, etc.,  Zeus. (Greek deity). Comic books, strips, etc.,  Hades. (Greek deity). Fiction.,  Poseidon. (Greek deity). Fiction.,  Zeus. (Greek deity). Fiction.,  Camps. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Fathers and sons. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Friendship. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Mythology, Greek. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Mythology, Greek. Fiction.,  Camps. Fiction.,  Fathers and sons. Fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Father-son relationship. Fiction.,  Greek mythology. Fiction.]7

Starred Review for 
Publishers Weekly, ALA 
Booklist, Horn Book, 
School Library Journal, 
Voice of Youth 
Advocates, Wilson's 
Children's Catalog, 
Wilson's Junior High 
Catalog

Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, Date Unavailable, Venditti's adaptation of the critically acclaimed first installment of the Percy Jackson & the Olympians series faces a daunting challenge: to present a beloved, contemporary, young adult fantasy novel as a 128-page visual narrative. But the team succeeds in spectacular fashion. Venditti (The Surrogates) takes the story of the half-blood Percy%E2%80%94who discovers that he is both the son of a god and the prime suspect in a theft of cosmic implications%E2%80%94and forges an adaptation that does justice not simply to Riordan's story but works perfectly as a graphic novel. The book retains the excellent pacing of the original and gives a face to Riordan's vision of the mythological made modern. Futaki's artwork is exemplary, but what leaves such a lasting impression is Villarrubia's coloring, which reveals both subtlety and spectacle when needed. The graphic novel compression must, of necessity, sacrifice something, namely some of the humor of the original. Ages 10%E2%80%93up. (Oct.)

 ALA Booklist, 12/01/10, How could it have taken five years to see a graphic-novel adaptation of such a successful property as the Percy Jackson and the Olympians series, and one that, with its heroic destinies and epic action, seems tailor-made to the format? Riordan's original, like Harry Potter as if reimagined by Neil Gaiman, hits all the straightforward archetypes, with young Percy Jackson clued into the secret that he's actually the son of Greek god Poseidon, then educated at Camp Half-Blood with the other illegitimate demigods before embarking on a hero's journey to stop a war of the Olympians. But Riordan also injected a sense of thorny reality with twists like Percy's good-for-nothing stepfather and the entrance to Hades residing in a soulless Los Angeles. Where the slick and flashy movie version failed, Venditti's sharp-edged writing and Futaki's gritty and unprecious art capture the same sense of grunge amid the wonder. A timely release that can be recommended with George O'Connor's recent Olympians graphic novels, proving that while five years may seem too long, at least the wait was worth it.

 Horn Book, 04/01/11, This graphic novel introduces Percy, half-human son of Poseidon, and Camp Half-Blood, a haven for young demi-gods. Jackson devotees may lament the absence of some scenes, but the spirit of the novel holds up well. The precise timing of panels lends extra oomph to punch lines and action scenes, while settings spanning multiple panels or full pages suggest the epic scale of Percy's quest.

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 4 Up— Riordan's highly popular "Olympians" series (Hyperion/Disney) is now a graphic novel. Half-Blood Percy Jackson is the son of a mortal mother and the Greek god Poseidon, which explains why he has always felt out of place among his schoolmates. After learning of his paternity, he is charged with the dangerous mission of locating his Uncle Zeus's missing lightning bolt and returning this symbol of power to its rightful owner. Expert editing keeps the salient parts of the story intact while showcasing the additional storytelling capabilities that the graphic format allows. Excellent panel layout makes the story line easy to follow. The use of angled panels in highly dramatic action scenes is particularly effective. As readers follow Percy's adventures, they are also keenly aware of his personal struggles, as facial expressions help readers to relate to this boy "who doesn't fit in." Illustrations brilliantly illuminate the story, portraying seamless world-blending, from typical school drama and well-known U.S. landmarks to mythological elements. A man seated in one panel casually stands to reveal his true identity as a centaur, the eerie woman seated in the attic is an Oracle, and the Nereid of the undersea kingdom seems a natural part of Percy's world. This blend of mythology and magic with realistic action and adventure brings an added dimension and delightful nuances to this adaptation of the well-known novel. Both ardent followers of Riordan's books and those new to the series will not be disappointed.— Barbara M. Moon, Suffolk Cooperative Library System, Bellport, NY

 Voice of Youth Advocates, 02/06/23, Riordan borrows J. K. Rowling's magical formula in this obvious Harry Potter imitation with a nod to Lemony Snicket. Percy Jackson (Riordan's Harry Potter) is a twelve-year-old who knows nothing of his divine heritage and leads a troubled life bouncing from school to school. His life changes when he goes home for the summer after being expelled again. Percy begins to attract monsters, and his mortal mother has no choice but to send him to Camp Half-Blood Hill (Hogwarts) where he will be protected. At camp, Percy learns that the Greek gods still exist and that siring children with mortals is still their favorite hobby. All the children at the camp are half bloods like Percy, who is Poseidon's son. Percy befriends Annabeth (Hermione), a daughter of the goddess Athena. With the help of Annabeth and his protector, the satyr Grover (Hagrid), Percy adjusts to life at camp and foils an evil plot to start a war between the gods. One could easily compile a grocery list of Harry Potter likenesses. For instance, Camp Half-Blood Hill is divided into competing cabins just as Hogwarts is divided into House Gryffindor, House Slytherin, and so on. Imitation aside, Riordan is a talented, funny writer with a great knack for naming chapters, such as "I Accidentally Vaporize My Pre-Algebra Teacher." Purchase where fantasy, especially Harry Potter, is popular and look for the sequel in which the characters will no doubt be a year older as Annabeth vows to meet Percy at camp next summer.-David Goodale.

 Gr 4 Up No No

57730
Sea of 

Monsters Venditti, Robert and Riordan, Rick 1-423-14550-X 978-1-423-14550-9 978-0-605-54763-6 After discovering a secret, demi-god Percy Jackson journeys into the Sea of Monsters in an attempt to save Camp Half-Blood.5 to 9

Percy Jackson 
and the 
Olympians 
Graphic Novels Fic

Graphic novels,
Fantasy fiction,
Adventure 
fiction 2013 1 volume (unpaged)

Walt Disney 
Press/Hyperion [ Jackson, Percy (Fictitious character). Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Mythology, Greek. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Monsters. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Poseidon (Greek deity). Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Jackson, Percy (Fictional character). Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Greek mythology. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.]3

Horn Book, School 
Library Journal, Voice of 
Youth Advocates

Horn Book, Date Unavailable, Percy Jackson--hero, ADHD labelee, and half-human son of Poseidon--is on another quest touched off by the war among the Olympian gods, this time to the Sea of Monsters, a Homerian collection of Scylla and Charybdis, Polyphemus the cyclops, Circe, etc., all transported to the Bermuda Triangle, natch. Riordan balances intensity with humor throughout the cleverly constructed adventure.

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 4–8— In this adaptation of Riordan's novel (Hyperion, 2006), Camp Half-Blood's borders have been poisoned, and Percy is off on a quest to find the healing Golden Fleece. The detailed, realistic art in full, rich color will appeal to fans of superhero comics: it is perfectly suited to the story's many action and fight scenes, none of which depict graphic violence. Fans of George O'Connor's "Olympians" series (First Second) may enjoy this similarly irreverent, action-packed view of Greek mythology. The text is succinct and witty, and there are many wordless scenes, including a few stunning pages in which Percy's friend Annabeth encounters the Sirens. Both high in quality and sure to be popular, this is a first purchase.— Lisa Goldstein, Brooklyn Public Library, NY

 Voice of Youth Advocates, 04/28/22, Percy Jackson, half-blood son of the Greek god Poseidon, makes it through seventh grade without incident-until the last day. Then a deadly game of dodge ball destroys the gym and sets Percy on a new quest. Percy's friend, the satyr Grover, is being held captive on an island in the Sea of Monsters. Furthermore the refuge for half bloods, Camp Half-Blood Hill, is now under threat because of the poisoning of its guardian tree. Percy and friends, including his newly discovered half-brother, Tyson (a cyclops), must navigate the Sea of Monsters and rescue Grover. They must also return with the Golden Fleece in order to heal the guardian tree and secure the camp. There is an interesting subplot between Percy and Tyson involving acceptance. An unexpected development at the end leaves unanswered questions and augurs a third book. In the Percy Jackson and the Olympians series, Riordan introduces classic Greek myths and characters into the modern world with comical results. Circe turns men into guinea pigs instead of real pigs ("much more convenient"), and Hermes wears "nylon running shorts and a New York City Marathon T-shirt." Also there is logic behind Riordan's fantasy that allows him to create a believable universe (the Sea of Monsters is now known as the Bermuda Triangle). Riordan's books are developing into a great series for fantasy fans who enjoy action, quick pacing, and humor. Purchase multiple copies if fantasy is popular. It is best to read The Lightning Thief (Hyperion, 2005/VOYA August 2005) first.-David Goodale.

 Gr 4-8 No No

74380

Titan's Curse: 
The Graphic 

Novel Riordan, Rick 1-423-14551-8 978-1-423-14551-6 978-0-605-72474-7 When the goddess Artemis disappears while hunting an ancient monster, a group of her followers joins Percy and his friends in an attempt to find and rescue her before the winter solstice, when her vote is needed on the Olympian Council.5 to 9

Percy Jackson 
and the 
Olympians 
Graphic Novels Fic

Graphic novels,
Fantasy fiction,
Adventure 
fiction 2013 1 volume (unpaged)

Walt Disney 
Press/Hyperion [ Mythology, Greek. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Artemis (Greek deity). Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Monsters. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Titans (Mythology). Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Greek mythology. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.]2 ALA Booklist, Horn Book

ALA Booklist, 12/01/13, As readers of Riordan's series know, a war between Titans and gods is stirring, and the goddess Artemis is crucial to preparations. But five days before the winter solstice, when she must participate in the summit of the gods, she goes missing. Several of her hunters set out to find her, and though they initially refuse Percy a place in the quest, they eventually join forces for a perilous journey that leads to a showdown with the Titan Atlas and more than one heartrending death. Venditti (The Surrogates) remolds the tale into sequential form, successfully interspersing exposition, action, and revelation at a breathless pace appropriate to the novel. Futaki envisions the beloved characters clearly, and Guilhaumond finds a palette that nicely evokes our hero's accruing burdens. Although all of mythology's classic mayhem-makers are present, from manticore to dragon-tooth soldiers to the titanic Talos, they are somewhat robbed of their terrible awesomeness by the scale of the page composition and panel size. Nevertheless, no fan will be able to turn this down.

 Horn Book, Date Unavailable, Two of Percy Jackson's early adventures--questing for the Golden Fleece to renew Camp Half-Blood's protections, saving Annabeth from holding up the world in Atlas's stead--are turned into polished graphic novels with charismatic illustrations. Somewhat visually indistinguishable characters and a few overbroad narrative leaps cause periodic confusion, but the format makes the most of dynamic settings and thrilling monster battles.

 No No

399792
Dawn of 
Yangchen Yee, F. C. 1-419-75677-X 978-1-419-75677-1 <B>From F.C. Yee, the<I> New York Times </I>bestselling author of <I>Avatar, the Last Airbender: The Rise of Kyoshi</I> and <I>Avatar, the Last Airbender: The Shadow of Kyoshi,</I> comes a thrilling new chapter in the Chronicles of the Avatar series.</B><BR /><BR /><B>Yangchen&rsquo;s inexperience may prove to be her greatest asset . . .</B><BR /><BR /> Plagued by the voices of Avatars before her for as long as she can remember, Yangchen has not yet earned the respect felt for Avatar Szeto, her predecessor. In an era where loyalty is bought rather than earned, she has little reason to trust her counsel.<BR /><BR /> When Yangchen travels to Bin-Er in the Earth Kingdom on political business, a chance encounter with an informant named Kavik leads to a wary partnership. Bin-Er is a city ruled by corrupt shang merchants who have become resentful of the mercurial Earth King and his whims. To extract themselves from his influence, the shangs have one solution in mind: a mysterious weapon of mass destruction that would place power squarely in their hands.<BR /><BR /> As Yangchen and Kavik seek to thwart the shangs&rsquo; plan, their unlikely friendship deepens. But for Yangchen to chart her course as a singularly powerful Avatar, she must learn to rely on her own wisdom above all else.<BR /><BR /><I>Avatar, The Last Airbender: The Dawn of Yangchen</I>, the propulsive third installment in the Chronicles of the Avatar series, illuminates Avatar Yangchen&rsquo;s journey from uncertain young woman to revered leader.7 to 12

Chronicles of 
the Avatar Fic

Adventure 
fiction,Fantasy 
fiction 2022 324 pages

Harry N 
Abrams, Inc. [ Fantasy.,  Heroes. Fiction.,  Adventure and adventurers. Fiction.,  Adventure fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A young Avatar and her companion strive to make their marks in this sequel to The Shadow of Kyoshi (2020).Yangchen is a talented Avatar with the ability to relive the experiences and pain of all the Avatars who came before. While learning how to manage these episodes was traumatic, eventually she began to use her visions to deal with diplomatic obstacles. Despite her raw talent, Yangchen blunders through a meeting with the merchant rulers, or shangs, of the city of Bin-Er. She learns of Unanimity, an asset that would give the shang possessing it dangerous powers. The narrative toggles between the third-person perspectives of Yangchen and Kavik, a Waterbender whose family fled to Bin-Er. A reluctant spy, he trades in secrets with the goal of helping his family return to their northern homeland. When Yangchen catches Kavik, they make a deal: He will help her secure Unanimity in exchange for his family’s receiving travel papers. What starts as a transaction eventually develops into deeper loyalty as the duo’s shared trials foster mutual trust. Tensions are heightened when family obligations and political intrigue threaten their newfound companionship. Despite the tightly written narrative, the pace of the first half gets bogged down by political intricacies and flashbacks before the action picks up. Readers are left with a promise of a sequel. In this Asianâ��inspired world, Kavik is cued as coming from a culture reminiscent of northern Indigenous peoples.An intriguing romp occasionally slowed down by worldbuilding details. (Fantasy. 12-16)

 Ages 12-16 No No

399793
Legacy of 
Yangchen Yee, F. C. 1-419-75679-6 978-1-419-75679-5 <B>From F. C. Yee, the<I> New York Times </I>bestselling author of <I>Avatar, the Last Airbender: The Rise of Kyoshi</I> and <I>Avatar, the Last Airbender: The Shadow of Kyoshi</I> comes a thrilling chapter in the Chronicles of the Avatar series and a page-turning follow-up to <I>Avatar, the Last Airbender: The Dawn of Yangchen</I>.</B><BR /><BR /><B>Common enemies make for strange friends . . .</B><BR /><BR /> Avatar Yangchen has succeeded in bringing a measure of stability to Bin-Er, but her successes have been limited to a single city, and rumors concerning Unanimity&mdash;a weapon capable of total obliteration&mdash;have led to increasing tensions among the Four Nations.<BR /><BR /> Desperate to restore diplomacy, Yangchen attempts to de-escalate hostilities between heads of state. But in the wake of a brutal assassination and the freeing of Unanimity, Yangchen is forced to bring Kavik&mdash;the trusted former companion whose betrayal crushed her&mdash;back into her fold.<BR /><BR /> As the Four Nations teeter on the brink of conflict and she begins to unravel the power-hungry Zongdu Chaisee&rsquo;s true agenda, Yangchen is forced to measure the worth of humanity and how much can be sacrificed in the name of balance.<BR /><BR /><I>Avatar: The Last Airbender: The Legacy of Yangchen</I>, the taut and provocative fourth installment in the Chronicles of the Avatar series, follows Avatar Yangchen as she charts the course of her legacy, finally making peace with her choices and facing Avatarhood with the courage it demands.7 to 12

Chronicles of 
the Avatar Fic

Adventure 
fiction,Fantasy 
fiction 2023 322 pages

Harry N 
Abrams, Inc. [ Women heroes. Juvenile fiction.,  Adventure stories.,  Imaginary wars and battles. Juvenile fiction.,  Women heroes. Fiction.,  Adventure and adventurers. Fiction.,  Imaginary wars and battles. Fiction.,  Adventure fiction.]0 No No

392464
Reckoning of 

Roku Abrams Books, Abrams and Ribay, Randy 1-419-77603-7 978-1-419-77603-8 <B>From National Book Award finalist Randy Ribay comes a gripping new chapter&mdash;starring Avatar Roku&mdash;in the <I>New York Times</I> bestselling Chronicles of the Avatar series, set in the world of <I>Avatar: The Last Airbender </I>and <I>The Legend of Korra</I></B><BR /><BR /><I>Curse a world that would provide a friend only to snatch him away . . .</I><BR /><BR /> Roku never expected to be the Avatar. Even his best friend, Crown Prince Sozin of the Fire Nation, doubts the accuracy of the Fire Sages&rsquo; announcement. After all, Sozin is the strongest Firebender of their generation, while Roku struggles to grasp basic airbending principles&mdash;even after months of training under Sister Disha, his airbending master.<BR /><BR /> When Sozin requests the new Avatar&rsquo;s aid in preventing the Earth Kingdom from claiming a remote Fire Nation island, it doesn&rsquo;t surprise Roku that Sister Disha advises him to decline. Convinced the Earth King&rsquo;s aggressive expansion of territory points to a more insidious agenda, Roku steals away with the help of an irritating young Airbender named Gyatso. As the reluctant companions delve deeper into their wayward mission, they realize the fog-shrouded island harbors a secret that could lead to catastrophe in the wrong hands.<BR /><BR /> Plagued by self-doubt but eager to confront the dangers ahead, Avatar Roku must learn where to place his trust and what it means to be a spirit of no nation . . . even if the lesson comes at a great personal cost.7 to 12
Chronicles of 
the Avatar Fic

Adventure 
fiction,Fantasy 
fiction 2024 355 pages

Harry N 
Abrams, Inc. [ Imaginary places. Juvenile fiction.,  Martial arts. Juvenile fiction.,  Four elements (Philosophy). Juvenile fiction.,  Princes. Juvenile fiction.,  Imaginary places. Fiction.,  Martial arts. Fiction.,  Four elements (Philosophy). Fiction.,  Princes. Fiction.]0 No No

197691 Skyward Sanderson, Brandon 0-399-55580-3 978-0-399-55580-0 978-0-7804-6354-7 Spensa is a teenage girl living among the remnants of a human race that is constantly attacked by alien starfighters. She longs to be a pilot so she can help defend her people. So when she discovers the wreckage of an ancient ship, she realizes her dream might actually be possible.7 to 12 Skyward Fic Science fiction 2019 513 pages Random House [ Survival. Fiction.,  War. Fiction.,  Air pilots. Fiction.,  Extraterrestrial beings. Fiction.]7

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal, Wilson's High 
School Catalog, Wilson's 
Junior High Catalog

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Eager to prove herself, the daughter of a flier disgraced for cowardice hurls herself into fighter pilot training to join a losing war against aliens.Plainly modeled as a cross between Katniss Everdeen and Conan the Barbarian ("I bathed in fires of destruction and reveled in the screams of the defeated. I didn't get afraid"), Spensa "Spin" Nightshade leaves her previous occupation—spearing rats in the caverns of the colony planet Detritus for her widowed mother's food stand—to wangle a coveted spot in the Defiant Defense Force's flight school. Opportunities to exercise wild recklessness and growing skill begin at once, as the class is soon in the air, battling the mysterious Krell raiders who have driven people underground. Spensa, who is assumed white, interacts with reasonably diverse human classmates with varying ethnic markers. M-Bot, a damaged AI of unknown origin, develops into a comical sidekick: "Hello!...You have nearly died, and so I will say something to distract you from the serious, mind-numbing implications of your own mortality! I hate your shoes." Meanwhile, hints that all is not as it seems, either with the official story about her father or the whole Krell war in general, lead to startling revelations and stakes-raising implications by the end. Stay tuned. Maps and illustrations not seen.Sanderson (Legion, 2018, etc.) plainly had a ball with this nonstop, highflying opener, and readers will too. (Science fiction. 12-15)

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 10/08/18, In a mysterious world called Detritus where humans live below the surface, 16-year-old Spensa must overcome her deceased starfighter pilot father-s reputation as a coward following his alleged desertion. She has always hoped to follow in his footsteps and defend her home from the increasingly devastating attacks of the alien Krell. After earning a cadet spot in the Defiant Defense Force, Spensa pushes to prove herself amid relentless, unforgiving, possibly fatal training. Worse, there are those determined to keep Spensa from becoming a pilot at all, for fear that she-ll turn out like her father. But Spensa has a surprise of her own: she-s discovered a long-abandoned starfighter of unknown origin that could change her luck, and the war, once and for all. With this action-packed trilogy opener, Sanderson (Steelheart) offers up a resourceful, fearless heroine and a memorable cast-including a strangely humorous, mushroom-obsessed robot-set against the backdrop of a desperate conflict. As the pulse-pounding story intensifies and reveals its secrets, a cliffhanger ending sets things up for the next installment. Ages 12-up. (Nov.)

 ALA Booklist, 11/01/18, Spensa Nightshade, aka Spin, grew up with stories of her dead father's military cowardice, but she's determined to be a pilot just like him. She finds a way into flight school, where, as a traitor's child, she is forbidden to live on-base. As a result, Spin lives in a cave and, with a friend's help, rebuilds a found W-shaped, AI-enhanced jet she names M-Bot. When the enemy Krell launch their biggest attack against her people, a day after she's been kicked out of school, Spin powers up M-Bot to defend her planet and reclaim the truth of her father's story. Reading this book is like standing inside a video game: all action and movement. Sanderson's aerial dogfights are so masterful that it is impossible to turn the pages fast enough. Universal themes of family pride, fitting in, and proving oneself compensate for the quickly sketched but likable one-dimensional characters. Supernatural ability is lightly touched on and seems likely to appear in the sequel, which is indicated by an open ending.

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 9 Up Since crash-landing on Detritus 80 years ago, the Defiant colonies have been under relentless attack from the Krell. Humanity's only defense are bright young pilots who fearlessly take to the skies to safeguard the community. Seventeen-year-old Spensa aims to join their ranks; however, when your father is the coward pilot who fled during the historic Battle of Alta, passing cadet training seems impossible. Admiral "Ironsides" has no intention of letting a coward's daughter graduate flight school, and even makes sure to ostracize Spensa from her fellow cadets. Yet, an unintentional discovery may be Spensa's key to obtaining a pilot's pin while exposing a decades-old secret. Sanderson delivers a cinematic adventure that explores the defining aspects of the individual versus the society. Spensa, characterized by her father's cowardice, is appropriately driven to question the fundamental idea of free will. Serious moments are balanced with animated scenes, leaving a playful feel over the tense undertone of the novel. Despite a few convenient plot lines, such as a premature romance, Sanderson intrigues with a strong exploration into the thrilling life of a fighter pilot. VERDICT Fans of Sanderson will not be disappointed, and will happily jump into the cockpit with Spensa to "claim the stars." Emily Walker, Lisle Library District, IL

 Gr 9 Up No No
216407 Starsight Sanderson, Brandon 0-399-55584-6 978-0-399-55584-8 978-0-7804-8013-1 Spensa has made it to the sky, but the truths she learned there about her world show that everything she knows has been a lie. Now, Spensa must travel to the end of the galaxy if she is to ever save humankind, which may prove not only impossible, but deadly.7 to 12 Skyward Fic Science fiction 2020 461 pages Random House [ Survival. Fiction.,  War. Fiction.,  Air pilots. Fiction.,  Extraterrestrial beings. Fiction.]0 No No

324799 Cytonic Sanderson, Brandon 0-399-55588-9 978-0-399-55588-6 978-0-8000-2846-6 Fighter pilot Spensa Nightshade has been embroiled in an alien empire's war and now, to figure out what she really is, she must leave her world behind to enter the Nowhere, a mysterious realm from which those who enter rarely ever return.7 to 12 Skyward Fic Science fiction 2022 409 pages Random House [ Air pilots. Fiction.,  Extraterrestrial beings. Fiction.,  Identity. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, The third episode in the Skyward series sees red-hot space pilot Spensa Nightshade coming into her full powers as she battles both pirates and space monsters in a strange interdimensional nowhere.Leaving her ongoing feud with evil galactic overlords on temporary hold back in the somewhere, Spensa passes through a portal to a realm where time and memories tend to slip away, bits of landscape randomly snipped from reality float like islands around a distant sunburstâ��and teeming hordes of disembodied, malevolent entities called delvers are relentlessly hunting her down. Fun as all the space-opera elements are, though, they continue a trend from the preceding volume in deadening the efforts of Spensa and sidekicks old and new to establish personal identities or backstories, wrestle with inner demons, or, in the case of the AI M-Bot, practice insults and deal with newly discovered emotions. A few wild aerial dogfights and larger battles later, however, Spensa has come into her cytonic superpowers, found out some crucial things about the delvers, and made her way back to the somewhere. Now for those overlordsâ�¦.McSweeney contributes a map, lovingly detailed sets of spaceship plans, and galleries of the multispecies cast members. Wild diversity of intergalactic body types notwithstanding, human members seem uniformly White.More terrific combat scenes, but a bit too heavy on character development to fly at speed. (Science fiction. 12-15)

 Ages 12-15 No No

400424 Defiant Sanderson, Brandon 0-593-30973-1 978-0-593-30973-5 978-0-8000-7964-2 <b>From the #1 <i>New York Times</i> bestselling author Brandon Sanderson comes the final book in the Skyward series--an epic story about a girl who will travel beyond the stars to save the world she loves from destruction, now in paperback!</b><br><br>Spensa has made it out of the Nowhere, but what she saw in the space between the stars has changed her forever. She came face to face with the Delvers, and finally got answers to the questions she&rsquo;s had about her own strange Cytonic gifts.&nbsp;<br><br>The Superiority didn&rsquo;t stop in its fight for galactic dominance while she was gone, though. Spensa&rsquo;s team, Skyward Flight, was able to hold Winzik off, and even collect allies to help with the cause, but it&rsquo;s only a matter of time until humanity&mdash;and the rest of the galaxy&mdash;falls.&nbsp;<br><br>Defeating them will require all the knowledge Spensa gathered while in the Nowhere. But being Cytonic is more complicated than she ever could have imagined. Now, Spensa must ask herself: How far is she willing to go for victory, if it means losing herself&mdash;and her friends&mdash;in the process?<br><br>The final book in the Skyward series will free humanity, or see it fall forever.7 to 12 Skyward Fic Science fiction 2024 420 pages Random House [ Survival. Fiction.,  Air pilots. Fiction.,  Extraterrestrial beings. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, 10/07/24, Hotshot pilot Spensa Nightshade completes her apotheosis in this series closer, as human rebels and their alien allies mount a climactic assault on the galactic empire.Having progressed from eating rats to being a cytonic superwarrior, Spensa is bonded by ties of loyalty and lust to former Skyward Flight leader, now Defiant Defense Force admiral, Jorgenâ��and also to a traumatized, planet-killing, interdimensional delver named Chet. Spensa would be well on her way to full-blown pacifism if the Superiority’s war of extermination against humans were not ramping up to a newly active phase. Nothing for it but a massive space battle, complete with dogfights, huge explosions, feints, betrayals, and tragic sacrificesâ�¦not to mention a swarm of ravenous, vacuum-dwelling vastworms eager to chow down on both sides. Though slowed by Spensa’s and others’ wrestling with conflicting impulses and weighing moral imperatives, the plot features more than enough large- and small-scale action set pieces to please space-opera fans. Better yet, the deliciously expansive cast includes not only humans and AIs but a broad array of aliens and semi-aliens from blue-skinned humanoids and a furry, haiku-reciting, fox-gerbil samurai with a (wait for it) laser sword to sentient crystals and empathic slugs. â��The more different types of people we got into the flight, the stronger it would be,â�� Spensa reflects, and indeed, it’s collective action that proves decisive in the end.A grand finale, presented with a touch light enough to buoy all the self-actualization. Also: giant space worms! (Science fiction. 12-15)

 Ages 12-15 No No
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399429
On Again, 

Awkward Again Kelly, Erin Entrada and Mbalia, Kwame 1-419-77563-4 978-1-419-77563-5 High school freshmen, Pacy and Cecil, share a look of love at first sight that sparks a series of mistakes and awkward interactions that become part of their love story.7 to 12 Fic

Love stories,
Humorous 
fiction 2025 261 pages

Harry N 
Abrams, Inc. [ First loves. Fiction.,  High schools. Fiction.,  Schools. Fiction.,  African Americans. Fiction.,  Filipino Americans. Fiction.,  Romance stories.,  School stories.,  Romance fiction.]5

School Library Journal 
Starred Review, ALA 
Booklist, Horn Book, 
Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 6–10— Pacy and Cecil meet in the nurse's office near the start of their freshman year, and it's anything but cute. The nurse is treating Pacy's busted and profusely bleeding lip, while Cecil has rushed to use the private bathroom when his IBS flares up. Cecil, a drummer and Star Wars expert, designs his own clothes. Somewhat-klutzy Pacy adheres to Star Trek: The Next Generation and feels that the whole student body is filled with "Borgs"—assimilated and boring. Neither is looking for love, but each feels butterflies immediately when they meet. When they both get added to the freshman formal committee, they get a chance to know one another better, but the mishaps begin to add up. The twist to this quite adorable novel, told by Pacy and Cecil in alternating chapters, is not will they get together, but how can they possibly get together when the universe seems to be conspiring against them? Collaborators Kelly (a two-time Newbery winner) and Mbalia (of "Tristan Strong" fame) match each other word for word with moments that are both laugh-out-loud and tender. Some subplots might not completely come to fruition, but the lead characters and their supportive friends and family make this book rise above its plot. Readers will want to spend time with these characters, even once Pacy and Cecil become one of "those" couples. Pacy is Filipino American; Cecil is Black. VERDICT Completely charming and pithy, with laughs galore, this romance should be in all middle school and high school collections.— Kate Fleming

 ALA Booklist, 04/01/25, Being a teenager is hard enough, but when you add in being a freshman in high school and experiencing love at first sight? The indignities never end! Pacy Mercado and Cecil Holloway fall into a crush with each other the second they meet, awkwardly, in the nurse's office on the first day of high school. After being thrown together to plan the freshman formal, their crushes deepen, but they're each unsure if they will be able to overcome the obstacles to get together. Between allergic reactions, questionable advice from friends and family, and their own insecurities, Pacy and Cecil will have to work hard to make their love a reality. This charming early YA novel, cowritten by award-winning middle-grade authors Kelly and Mbalia, occupies a much-needed space on the shelf as it features younger teenagers. Written in dual third-person point of view, it will have teens of all ages busting a gut laughing at the protagonists' antics. A refreshingly honest look at the beauty d embarrassment love.

 Horn Book, 04/01/25, A clumsy accident and an IBS incident lead to an unlikely meet-cute between Pacy Mercado and Cecil Holloway, two high school freshmen whose quirks make them stand out. Immediately, sparks fly, and the teens fall for each other, but with this new, unexpected first-romance-in-the-making comes countless trials and tribulations, as the universe seems determined to make every encounter between them as catastrophically awkward as possible. Questionable advice from others and their own misguided impressions about romance add to the mix, while the responsibility of planning the freshman formal dance on a weekly committee creates some forced proximity, which is both blessing and curse. Once they learn to take the awkwardness in stride, they can be their best imperfect selves around each other. Kelly and Mbalia create a dynamic duo, animating their characters through first-person narration packed with personality and pop-culture references engineered to appeal to audiences of a nerdy persuasion. Readers will laugh out loud, cringe in secondhand embarrassment, and root for these two geeky teens of color to get their rom-com happy ending.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Two quirky North Carolina ninth graders navigate the surprises of high schoolâ��and their instantaneous attractionâ��in this YA collaboration by two award-winning authorsPacita â��Pacyâ�� Mercado is over high school before it’s even begun. After all, she thinks most of her classmates are Borgâ��trend-chasers who wouldn’t know aStar Trek: The Next Generation reference even if it hit them square in the face. Everything changes after a trip to the nurse’s office. The minute Pacy locks eyes with Cecil Holloway, who loves playing West African djembe drums, she’s smitten, questioning her self-imposed rules. Pacy is determined to resist the â��romantic propagandaâ�� of teenage dating, but the pair are thrown together again when they both join the student advisory committee for the upcoming freshman formal. Aided by Pacy’s best friend’s scheming, the teens’ acquaintanceship deepens into a sincere connection. But the course of true love never did run smooth. If they want a happy ending to this nerdy love story, they’ll first have to conquer doubt, miscommunication, and plenty of bad advice that’s offered with good intentions. This endearing tale of love-at-first-awkward-glance features alternating chapters from the perspectives of Pacy, who’s Filipino American, and Cecil, who’s Black and has irritable bowel syndrome. As fellow social outliers, they share a mutual appreciation for the other’s unconventional approach to life and passion for niche interests.A sweet rom-com that comedically amplifies the embarrassing, relatable woes of putting yourself out there for a crush.(Romance. 12-16)

 Publishers Weekly, 02/10/25, Kelly (The First State of Being) and Mbalia (Jax Freeman and the Phantom Shriek) tackle the ups, downs, and awkward in-betweens of young love in this wholesome rom-com collaboration. When high schoolers Pacy Mercado and Cecil Holloway spot each other during freshman orientation, they feel that they suddenly understand the meaning of love at first sight. But life gets in the way and their meet-cute is interrupted. They’re resigned to never acting on their feelings—until they’re appointed to the same event committee for their freshman dance. Yet even as Pacy and Cecil grow closer, they struggle to believe that a shot at love is worth enduring the challenges both internal and external that seem determined to keep them apart. Via the teens’ earnest dual POVs, Kelly and Mbalia redefine established romance concepts such as soulmates and instalove. Humorous conversational dialogue and occasional early-2000s pop culture references balance the protagonists’ cringe-worthy moments and provide an approachable window into the heartwarming center of this seemingly doomed-from-the-start love story. Pacy is of Filipino descent; Cecil is Black. Ages 13–up. (Apr.)

 Gr 6-10 Ages 12-16 No No

411360
Terrifying Tales 
of Vivian Vance Ulrich, Joshua 0-593-40366-5 978-0-593-40366-2 978-0-8479-0138-8 <b><i>Gravity Falls</i> meets <i>Five Nights at Freddy's</i> in this thrilling lightly gothic YA graphic novel, for those who love a dash of camp and a dollop of darkness.</b><br><br><b><i>It&rsquo;s just a bedtime story&hellip;.right?</i></b><br><br>Parents in Pensmouth tell their children a devious bedtime tale&mdash;their beloved town is riddled with flesh-takers, monsters who snatch unruly kids off the street if they don&rsquo;t go to sleep on time.<br><br>Vivian Vance, amateur teen detective, heard that story as a kid and never believed it.<br><br>When Vivian takes on a case in the Pillars, a downtrodden and long-ignored community beneath the highway, she stumbles on a dark secret about her town's history and finds herself face-to-face with those horrifying monsters. Saved from certain death by a group of kids from the Pillars, Vivian decides her next job will be exposing the flesh-takers to the world--at any cost.&nbsp;<br><br>But her biggest opportunity quickly becomes her worst nightmare.&nbsp;Her pride puts Pensmouth and her new-found friends in mortal danger. In order to right her mistakes, she must stand up to the creatures that offer all her heart desires before she loses the only people left who matters.7 to 12 Fic

Graphic novels,
Mystery fiction 2024 259 pages Penguin [ Graphic novels.,  Mystery and detective stories.,  Monsters. Fiction.,  Mystery fiction.]4

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Kirkus Reviews, 
School Library Journal 
Starred Review, Kirkus 
Reviews

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 09/01/24, Starred Review In Pensmouth, a disturbing bedtime story warns children of flesh-takers, monsters who will steal them if they are caught out when they should be in bed. This problem is of only minor concern to Vivian Vance, an amateur detective determined to win one of the town's coveted Pensmouth Medals of Excellence, which she is certain will launch her career. Working a case in the run-down neighborhood of The Pillars, Vivian comes across three street-smart boys and a very real flesh-taker. Clearly, her best chance of winning that medal is getting photographic proof of the monsters' existence, so she enlists the help of Leon, Jacob, and Zack. As the foursome get closer to the source of the magic and mayhem, Vivian's goals seem within reach, but secrets unearthed bring everything into question. Colorful, shadow-heavy artwork is a great fit for this dark, occasionally gruesome tale. Vivian and her sidekicks are spunky characters; their quirky, offbeat humor lifts the Lovecraftian horror. Independent-minded, emotionally mature Vivian has a complicated relationship with her father, creating a nice contrast with the startling repulsiveness in human and nonhuman forms. A creepily captivating story that will satisfy a wide range of readers.

 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A young would-be sleuth faces supposedly mythical monsters who turn out to be not just real, but shockingly familiarVivian has long dismissed the tales she and other Pensmouth kids have always heard from their parents about shape-shifting Flesh-Takers roaming the streets at night. Then she actually witnesses one eating a man who’s down on his luck in a seedy neighborhood. As an ambitious high school sophomore, she seizes on the chance of qualifying for the town’s Greater Achiever Program by finding the creature’s lair. Ulrich pitches his intrepid protagonist into situations of extreme peril as well as developing friendships with street orphans Leon, Zack, and Jacob, whom she initially strongarms into helping out. He spins an investigative yarn as thrilling as it is edifying, complete with clever sleuthing, shocking revelations, and a disquieting closing twist. Along with having a knack for crafting fantastically nightmarish monsters, the author/illustrator also shows a rare talent for artfully using reaction shots, wordless sequences, page turns, and changes of body language and facial expression both to ratchet up the suspense and to fill in his characters’ nuances and backstories. Fans of gory horror in general (and the Buffy the Vampire Slayer aesthetic in particular) will be well pleased by the violent plot and acerbic teen banter. Leon and Jacob have brown skin; the other major cast members, including Vivian and her disabled single dad, present white.A fizzy mix of courageous exploits and really creepy creatures.(Graphic fantasy horror. 12-14)

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up— Urban legends and nightmarish creatures will know the name of the fearless Vivian Vance! Raised on fairy tales and stories much like any other kid, Vivian wants to turn the tales her father read to her as a child into a career as a detective investigating the supernatural. Honing her skills by doing small jobs for the kids at school, Vivian is known for always being able to solve the case. While tracking a stolen baseball into The Pillars, a dark neighborhood located under the highway, she comes across her first story-made-flesh—a skin-taker—but is thankfully rescued by a group of kids. This case goes deeper than she ever thought possible, and her new friends will stop at nothing to help expose the horrible creature. Ulrich has the beginnings of a series that could follow the paths set by previous young female sleuths like Nancy Drew or Veronica Mars. The art style is easy to follow, but also allows for shocking scenes reminiscent of the horror genre. Modern mystery fans have a new heroine to save them from the creatures that go bump in the night. VERDICT Perfect for anyone who loves mystery and monsters, Vivian Vance will fly off the shelves in any library.— Adam Fisher

 Gr 7 Up No No

379829

Outbreak of 
Witchcraft: A 

Graphic Novel 
of the Salem 
Witch Trials Noyes, Deborah 0-7595-5558-3 978-0-7595-5558-7 <B>A gripping tale of paranoia at its worst, this bewitching narrative nonfiction graphic novel visually imagines the haunting details behind the Salem witch trials.</B><BR /><BR /> From 1692 to 1693, fear reigned in the small village of Salem, Massachusetts. The night Abigail Williams and Betty Paris first accused their servant of witchcraft was only the beginning.&#160;<BR /><BR /> Several more accusations would follow suit, sparking a widespread panic that consumed Salem in one of the longest cases of witch trials in America, where more than twenty innocent lives were lost, and mistrust ran amok.<BR /><BR /> The community was in ruins, from the afflicted who fanned the flames of superstition to the judges who used their power unjustly and the accused who were falsely charged and hanged in consequence. In the absence of due process and with hysteria abounding, no one in Salem was safe.<BR /><BR /> Journey into how it all began in this arresting, true-to-life look at how lies became facts, friends turned to foes, and loved ones turned to enemies.7 to 12 Fic

Graphic novels,
Historical fiction 2024 225 pages

Little, Brown & 
Co. [ Graphic novels.,  Trials (Witchcraft). Fiction.,  Witchcraft. Fiction.,  Salem (Mass.). History. Colonial period, ca. 1600-1775. Fiction.,  Salem (Mass.). History. 1600-1775, Colonial period. Fiction.]3

ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal

ALA Booklist, 09/01/24, In the late 1600s, panic filled the small town of Salem, Massachusetts, as two girls accused their servant of witchcraft to get out of trouble. However, this was only the beginning, as many more accusations were brought forward. This turned friend against friend, neighbor against neighbor, and family against family. Fear and mistrust lead to false accusations and wrongful convictions, resulting in the loss of two dozen innocent lives. Noted nonfiction author Noyes offers a thoughtful account of this moment in history, exploring paranoia and how it can take over a small town and destroy it from within. Duffy's dark, haunting artwork zeroes in on faces to highlight emotion and evocatively renders moments of tension and fear. To help readers keep track, an array of portraits introduces key characters in the opening pages, and Noyes opens each section with several pages of historical context about not only what happened in Salem but also the wider reality of witch hunts in New England. Supplemental reading and source notes close out this well-researched, engaging work blending heartbreaking fact and unsettling fiction.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A dramatization of the people and events surrounding the 17th-century Salem witch trials, tied together with relevant nonfiction information.Through scenes and conversations based on careful research, this graphic novel informs readers about lesser-known aspects of the infamous trials, which have become embedded in popular lore and imagination. The volume opens with a gallery of portraits of cast members, a helpful reference for readers navigating a story with many characters: â��The Afflicted,â�� â��The Accusedâ�� (and their family members), and â��Witch Hunters and Men in Power.â�� Each of the book’s four sections opens with a few pages of text explaining the historical context. The illustrated panels that follow try to pull together a related narrative thread. There are so many people at play in the scenes, howeverâ��often not easily distinguishable from one anotherâ��that it can be difficult for readers to keep track of them. Duffy’s illustrations are often stunning and moving, showing haunting eyes peering through darkness, as well as depicting Gallows Hill, with five innocent bodies hanging from a tree as day turns to dusk and then becomes the dead of night. Noyes discusses the roles of racism, patriarchy, and economic turmoil, all of which set the stage for the witch hunt. Overall, this work provides fascinating insights for those already interested in this episode in history as well as those who know little about it.A haunting representation of a true American tragedy. (author’s note, list of those executed, works consulted, further reading) (Graphic nonfiction. 12-18)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up— The notorious Salem Witch Trials are brought to life with gripping visuals in this narrative nonfiction graphic novel. Beginning with the events that lead to accusations of witchcraft, the story broadens to explore the social conditions that fueled the trials. Taking details from primary source documents, including court transcripts, Noyes crafts a suspenseful and detailed account of witchcraft frenzy. Using a dark and moody palette, the full-color illustrations bolster the sense of unease and paranoia that sweeps the population. Fans of horror graphic novels will appreciate the supernatural elements in the text and imagery. Stories of the Salem Witch Trials still spark fear and curiosity even after three centuries. Noyes and Duffy use historical research to detail the accused and their communities. Portrait gallery images of key people involved will help readers follow the whole arc of the trials. There are several standalone sections detailing the social conditions and religious attitudes of the time, helping readers better understand the fervor in the populace and the intensity of the trials. VERDICT A good supplemental option for teen graphic novel sections.— Meaghan Nichols

 Gr 7 Up Ages 12-18 No No

194476

Dreams from 
Many Rivers: A 
Latino History of 

the United 
States Told in 

Poems Engle, Margarita 1-627-79531-6 978-1-627-79531-9 A middle grade verse history of Latinos in the United States, told through the voices of many and varied individuals ranging from Juan Ponce de Leo to modern-day sixth graders.4 to 7 811 Poetry 2019 v, 199 pages
Henry Holt & 
Co. [ Hispanic Americans. History. Juvenile poetry.,  Children's poetry, American.,  Hispanic Americans. History. Poetry.]3

ALA Booklist, Publishers 
Weekly, School Library 
Journal

ALA Booklist, 09/01/19, Ambitiously covering more than 500 years of history, Engle brings an imaginative and personal voice to an impressive variety of perspectives. In an opening "Historical Note," she clarifies that the poems of fictional characters are presented under a first name, while those of historical figures include a surname or title portant, as readers will want to use this book as a launchpad into their own research of these real stories. Starting with the native people of Borikén in 1491 and ending in contemporary times, the poems tell of resistance to colonialism, of the courage and anguish of indigenous lives that were changed forever by the arrival of the Spanish, of the incessant greed, and of resilience. Occasionally, a real or fictional character is heard multiple times, giving a sense of the passage of time. Gradually, poems start to reflect political views, anger against racism and injustice, patriotic national pride, dreams, and desires ngle leaves no stone unturned. A useful supplement to Rethinking Columbus (1998) and An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States for Young People (2019).

 Publishers Weekly, 08/26/19, This urgent historical survey by Engle (Dancing Hands) is ambitious in its scope: to tell the story of the lands now known as the United States through a combination of Hispanic voices and fictionalized composites. Starting with the Native Taíno people of Borikén-present-day Puerto Rico-in 1491 and concluding with anti-gun activist Emma González in 2018 Florida, the collection, told in verse, is divided into six parts that track the ebb and flow of borders and their impact on the colonized and occasionally the conquistador. Unfortunately, a lack of contextualizing details leaves many of the poems without clear historical anchors, even as they lean on expository lines (-My wife is the granddaughter of Hernán Cortés,/

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 57 Engle addresses gaps in U.S. history for Latinxs, particularly topics that some may prefer omitted from cultural memory and the school curriculum. She does so through her signature free verse poetry format, with the overarching narrative told from multiple fictional and historical, first-person perspectives. Starting in an idyllic pre-Columbian Borikén (now the territory of Puerto Rico), the title spans more than five centuries, with the remaining five parts of the work set in the United States. Some of these sections receive more attention than others, but Gutierrez Hernandez's illustrated U.S. maps coupled with Engle's brief introductions serve as helpful organizers, situating the subsequent poetic content geographically, historically, and topically. Although the author lays out the book's parameters, limitations, and questions it raises, the spaces of unstated details and time periods between poems require readers to have strong background knowledge or adult scaffolding for full comprehension. Resources referenced in the acknowledgments validate the vigorous research that went into the creation of this workbut unfortunately, do not provide middle and high school students with age-appropriate sources to answer their own questions after reading. VERDICT This title may be helpful to raise student interest and engagement in related social studies lessons, or as a mentor text for instruction in writing historical fiction or biographical free verse poems, especially given the paucity of coverage Latinx history receives in the school curriculum. Ruth Quiroa, National Louis University, Lisle, IL

 Gr 5-7 No No

397615 Hunger's Bite Robin, Taylor 1-454-95024-2 978-1-454-95024-0 Something otherworldly is undeniably aboard the SS Lark, something horribly hungry. But it's not Wick Farley: vampire, secret agent, and paranormal investigator.7 to 12 Fic

Graphic novels,
Science fiction,
Horror fiction,
Suspense 
fiction 2025 263 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Ships. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Survival. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Ships. Fiction.,  Survival. Fiction.,  Graphic novels.]2

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 02/01/25, Starred Review Neeta has dropped a serious bombshell on best friend Emery as they guess the titles of first-class passengers e yearns to travel and is set to make her dreams come true. Emery would much rather they stay together on the SS Lark, the ocean liner that has been their home for a number of years. Emery may just get his wish when the off-putting, sharp-toothed Mr. Honeycutt purchases the SS Lark and takes over management. Luckily, vampire and paranormal investigator Wick Farley is on the case, growing wearier and more involved (a big no-no according to his higher-ups) as crew members, including Neeta's older brother, start collapsing from exhaustion. Neeta and Wick form a hesitant alliance, much to Emery's chagrin, leaving Emery to be pulled into the oppressive and haunting grasp of Mr. Honeycutt. Robin uses a dazzling palette of jewel tones and startling shifts into Picasso-like cubism to convey the perspectives of those falling under Mr. Honeycutt's influence, all of which will draw readers in and creep them out. The plot is propulsive without cutting substance n excellent narrative on the struggles of transcending social classes while loved ones struggle is handled with care and integrity. Robin's debut shines with its excellent color choices, robust onomatopoeia, and perfect balance of creepy and touching. And for the sea-weary, never fear, Robin's next work (a sequel?) will be set on a train.

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 10/28/24, Emery Botwright and bespectacled Neeta Pandey have lived most of their lives sailing the Atlantic Ocean aboard the ocean liner SS Lark. Cracks in the teens’ tight friendship begin appearing

 No No

6823728 Dreamover Diaz, Dani 1-603-09546-2 978-1-603-09546-4 In this captivating debut YA graphic novel, two best friends becoming more than friends feels like a dream come true. But when one sleepover literally turns into a dream, will they ever want to wake up again?7 to 12 Fic
Graphic novels,
Love stories 2025 308 pages

Top Shelf 
Productions [ High school students. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Dreams. Comic books, strips, etc.,  First loves. Fiction.,  High school students. Fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Social isolation. Fiction.,  Video games. Fiction.,  Dreams. Fiction.,  Loneliness. Fiction.]5

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 12/06/24, Two teens are swept into a shared dream amid the ups and downs of first loveUnder the glow of the lights from an arcade game, Amber confesses to her best friend, Nico, that she wants to be more than friends. He admits that he returns her feelings, and they spend the summer before 9th grade basking in the bliss of puppy love, much to the consternation of Nico’s Filipino mother (Amber reads white). When school starts, their relationship becomes a welcome escape from the social and academic pressures of high school, especially for Amber. But as the pair become more caught up in each other, they begin to alienate their once tight-knit friend group. One night, Amber and Nico fall asleep on the sofa while watching TV and find themselves sharing a strange but beautiful dream. Their journey across fantastical landscapes feels like the perfect place to hide away forever. The longer it goes on, however, the more it becomes clear that even a dream doesn’t offer a safe escape from the problems they’ve been dealing with in the outside world. How will things change for Amber and Nico whenâ��and ifâ��they wake up? The story takes place in 2008, but the cheekily portrayed, geographically ambiguous suburban setting lends a sense of timelessness. Expressive full-color illustrations in soft tones make for an uncommonly immersive read.A breathtakingly drawn debut weaving together humor, sweetness, angst, and a bit of magic.(Graphic fantasy. 12-18)

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 10/07/24, When eighth grader Amber works up the courage to confess her feelings to her crush Nico while on a class trip to the beach in the early aughts, the event jump-starts a romantic summer during which the couple unwittingly neglect the other members of their tight-knit gang. Starting high school proves disorienting, prompting Nico and Amber to retreat further into each other and continue to disregard their dismayed friends. After staying up late one night to play video games together, Amber and Nico fall asleep on the couch and enter a jointly created dreamscape. At first, the two enjoy venturing into the video game–inspired settings, where they can finally be alone together until events in the waking world begin to disrupt their haven, forcing Amber and Nico to confront the consequences of their self-isolating behavior. The effervescence, intoxication, and all-encompassing magic feeling of being totally immersed in one’s first romantic relationship is on full display in Diaz’s debut graphic novel, which astutely encapsulates a young adult rite of passage while examining the ways it can change the world around its dynamic protagonists, who read as white. Ages 13–17. (Jan.)

 ALA Booklist, 01/01/25, Amber and Nico have always liked each other, and since they started dating, they've been doing everything together, at the expense of spending time with the other friends in their group. Hoping that their feelings never end, they enter a shared dream that seems magical at first, until their separate insecurities start to kick in. While the plot mostly revolves around Amber's and Nico's feelings, particularly managing big feelings and anxieties, the illustrations have a lot to show, coming alive in the vivid dreamscapes that paint a seemingly perfect world in thrilling landscapes. Humor throughout certainly makes the piece lighter, but it also emphasizes the overall theme, as the inside jokes between Amber and Nico further alienate them from their friend group. Diaz's art style feels sketchy and raw, almost like it came out of a notebook, which will definitely add to the tween appeal. Young readers will either relate to the "puppy love" feelings of the two protagonists or the annoyance of their friends who feel left behind in this imaginative, experimental reading experience.

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up— Childhood best friends Amber and Nico recently traded their friendship for an exciting new relationship at the end of eighth grade. Unfortunately, they get so wrapped up in each other that they don't realize they have shut out all their other friends. With the added difficulty of navigating high school, Amber wishes she could escape with Nico to a place where no one else can interfere. And that wish comes true when they are sucked into a video game. They have a great time at first, but when they try to escape, they can't, and Nico realizes it is because Amber secretly does not want to leave. Diaz perfectly depicts the infatuation of new love through Amber and Nico's relationship. Creative use of paneling layered over spreads capture the emotions, uncertainty, and isolation that are so easy to fall into. The art, which alternates between muted tones and crisp, bright hues, fits the story perfectly. Realistic images and colors are used for everyday life, while beautifully drawn landscapes, puffy surreal clouds, and wavy underwater scenes fill the dream world. Full color is used throughout, with darker shades to illustrate sadness and the fear the characters feel at the start of the dream world. VERDICT This ephemeral tale of the ups and downs of first love is recommended for libraries where graphic novels about friendships, relationships, and school troubles are popular.— Mariela Siegert

 Gr 7 Up No No

411361 Shadowed Deuker, Carl 0-06-337634-2 978-0-06-337634-2 978-0-8479-0139-5 "Nate plays soccer, but he doesn't love it. He plays because it's what his family expects. Then Lucas Cawley moves in across the street. Lucas isn't like any of Nate's sports friends--he's poor, his parents are mostly absent, and he's devoted to his sister, Megan, who has a learning disability. Lucas may be an outcast at school, but he and Nate find common ground in their fierce games of one-on-one basketball. It's not long before Nate realizes that basketball is his sport. But Nate has an ax to grind with star players Colin and Bo, who have disrespected him for years. Nate believes that outplaying those two is the most important7 to 12 Fic Sports fiction 2024 343 pages HarperCollins [ Basketball. Juvenile fiction.,  Sports. Juvenile fiction.,  Basketball teams. Juvenile fiction.,  Friendship. Juvenile fiction.,  Grief. Juvenile fiction.,  Families. Juvenile fiction.,  Sports stories.,  Basketball. Fiction.,  Sports. Fiction.,  Basketball teams. Fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Grief. Fiction.,  Family life. Fiction.]4

Horn Book, Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers 
Weekly, School Library 
Journal

Horn Book, Date Unavailable, Nate Dravus feels overshadowed by his soccer star sister and dreams of basketball glory. His skills improve after connecting with his talented neighbor Lucas, but a tragic accident changes everything. While the novel effectively explores Nate's emotional growth and the complexities of friendship, Lucas's and his twin sister's characters feel somewhat like plot mechanisms. Though the conclusion's emotional distance may leave some readers frustrated, the story's pacing and short chapters keep it engaging. A solid sports read.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Nate Dravus has lived in his older sister Amelia’s shadow, but now he’s trying to find his own pathSoccer is an obsession in Nate’s Seattle home, but he’s a mediocre player who doesn’t enjoy the game. Meanwhile, Amelia garners a full-ride scholarship to the University of California, Berkeley. When Nate summons the courage to tell his parents he’d rather play basketball, they agree to let him switch but refuse to pay for the club he wants to join. Nate is crushedâ��his parents don’t encourage him the way they do Amelia, and worse, he overhears them making cruel remarks about his soccer abilities. But Nate is disciplined and drivenâ��and soon he’s playing regularly with new neighbor Lucas Cawley, who’s a beast on the court. The two of them become unstoppable. Lucas stands out for other reasonsâ��his family is poor, his parents are often absent, and he’s a devoted caregiver to his twin sister, Megan, who has unspecified special needs. Bullies call him Creepy Crawley. When tragedy strikes, Nate is unprepared to deal with his intense feelings. This fast-paced story takes place over the course of Nate’s high school years. Deuker’s prose, which evokes the excitement of sports announcers, will keep readers spellbound, and the short chapters make this an accessible work for reluctant readers. Unfortunately, Megan feels more like a plot device than a fully fleshed-out individual. The main characters are white.A page-turning sports story that delves into a boy’s emotional growth.(Fiction. 13-18)

 Publishers Weekly, 09/02/24, Hoping to prove himself as a competent basketball player, Nate sets his sights on classmates Colin and Bo. Though they play for a select club group as well as the high school varsity team, Nate is certain he can compete with them. He recruits neighbor Lucas to play on the local rec team with him. The two haven’t been friends since grade school, during which Lucas was given the derisive nickname Creepy Crawley when classmates found him playing with his sister, who has a learning disability, during recess, but they have chemistry on the court. They make a pact: “We just have to keep pushing each other, getting better every day. No quitting.” They eventually make their way onto the club team with Colin and Bo, but when a prank goes sideways, Nate is left reeling. In this straightforward underdog tale, Deuker (Golden Arm) supports explorations of friendship, family, dreams, and grief with high-octane gameplay; utilitarian writing and action-packed chapters propel this empathetic sports novel with an emotional arc that tugs at the heartstrings. Main characters read as white. Ages 13–up. (Nov.)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 6–9— Sports fiction is rife with tales of young people demonstrating personal development alongside athletic growth. Told over several years, Deuker's latest YA novel introduces readers to Nate, a benchwarmer on his soccer team who dreams of glory on the basketball court. His best bet to improve his skills is his talented neighbor, Lucas, who pushes Nate literally and figuratively, as their relationship goes from harmonious to hostile to star teammates. A tragic accident makes readers aware that the title refers to the shadow of Lucas that looms over Nate as he ups his game, slowly coming into himself as a basketball player and a person. However, readers may wish that loyal, nuanced underdog Lucas was the focus of the story, instead of existing as someone else's motivation. This novel might have been an adequate hi-lo sports-centric recommendation, but is likely too lengthy for striving readers. Luckily, the chapters are brief, helping it go down faster and easier than expected. VERDICT A basketball tome for die-hard fans of sports fiction.— Alexandra Quay

 Gr 6-9 Ages 13-18 No No

402066
Chronically 

Dolores Van Wagenen, Maya 0-14-751255-7 978-0-14-751255-0 978-0-8000-8436-3 About to start high school, Dolores Mendoza is struggling to navigate changing friendships, family dramas, and her recently diagnosed interstitial cystitis.7 to 12 Fic Realistic fiction 2025 310 pages Dutton [ Friendship. Juvenile fiction.,  Interstitial cystitis. Juvenile fiction.,  Autism. Juvenile fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Interstitial cystitis. Fiction.,  Autism. Fiction.]5

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
Schneider Family Book 
Award, Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 02/01/24, Starred Review Dolores Mendoza's life is in the toilet after she embarrasses herself in front of the entire eighth grade. Between her chronic illness (interstitial cystitis) and repeated head injuries, her best friend Shae ghosting her, and family drama, she feels really out of place. To get her out of the house, her mom signs her up for a workshop on communication and making friends, where the only other girl there about her age is awkward, direct, and puts the pieces of Dolores' life together, causing her further embarrassment. But that girl, Terpsichore Berkenbosch-Jones, is doing whatever she can to convince her overprotective mom to let her go to the public high school because being homeschooled is not how she's going to become a Tony-winning costume designer for a big Broadway show. Together, the two hatch a plot for Dolores to get her friend back and convince Terpsichore's mother that being autistic doesn't mean she can't have dreams and a life. Hitting themes of growing apart from old friends, confronting exaggerated ideas of embarrassment and rejection, learning to find accommodations and self-advocate, and understanding that people aren't always what they seem, Van Wagenen's (Popular, 2014) fiction debut is a standout with both wide appeal and important, specific representation bolstered by the author's own life.

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 12/04/23, Van Wagenen (Popular) draws on her experiences managing interstitial cystitis—a chronic bladder condition, as addressed in an author’s note—in her striking fiction debut. Fourteen-year-old Dolores Mendoza, who’s constantly navigating chronic pain due to her IC, is embarrassed when her condition results in a bladder-related incident at school. Suddenly ignored by her best friend and dealing with increasing tension at home surrounding her father’s financial irresponsibility, Dolores feels isolated. Hoping to escape reality, she imagines her life as a telenovela; commiserates with her gay older brother Matteo, who’s facing romantic hurdles; and periodically confides in a witty local priest despite her mother’s disapproval of religion. Then Dolores meets wise and astute autistic teen Terpsichore Berkenbosch-Jones, who rails against her own mother’s overprotective nature. Buoyant banter and Dolores’s interstitial journal entries in which she rates bathroom environments add levity to tense moments depicting Dolores’s illness and her and Terpsichore’s yearning for independence. Compassionate prose conveys the protagonists’ experiences with care and thoughtful, complex characterizations approachably highlight life’s ambiguity. Characters are racially diverse. Ages 12–up. Agent: Daniel Lazar, Writers House. (Mar.)

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, During the summer before high school, a nominally Catholic teen finds that she can relate to martyred saints.Dolores Mendoza’s family is struggling financially, and her parents’ marriage is imploding. A year ago, she was diagnosed with interstitial cystitis after a bladder accident made her a pariah. Then Mexican American Dolores meets Terpsichore Berkenbosch-Jones, who is autistic and reads white. Terpsichore wants to fake a friendship to prove to her helicopter mom that she’s capable of attending public school and can stop home schooling. The answer to their problems seems clear: Dolores will win back her former best friend, and Terpsichore will win her independence. What could go wrong? Dolores’ chronic illness frequently causes trouble for herself, and a vein of wry humor and dramatics runs through her everyday interactions. Her creative first-person narration includes transcripts from her confessional conversations with a priest, mock telenovela scripts (complete with scene directions), and her reviews of local bathrooms. Dolores is in an ongoing standoff with her illness and comes to no pat resolutions about her body, instead approaching her illness in a way that feels true to her character and to being 14. Self-actualized and incisive Terpsichore’s journey and the girls’ increasingly non-fake friendship feel earned, and the affectionately combative dynamics between the Mendoza family, in particular between Dolores and her TÃa Vera and older brother Mateo, are strong.An insightful, funny, and realistic coming-of-age story. (author's note) (Fiction. 12-18)

 Publishers Weekly, 12/04/23, Van Wagenen (Popular) draws on her experiences managing interstitial cystitis—a chronic bladder condition, as addressed in an author’s note—in her striking fiction debut. Fourteen-year-old Dolores Mendoza, who’s constantly navigating chronic pain due to her IC, is embarrassed when her condition results in a bladder-related incident at school. Suddenly ignored by her best friend and dealing with increasing tension at home surrounding her father’s financial irresponsibility, Dolores feels isolated. Hoping to escape reality, she imagines her life as a telenovela; commiserates with her gay older brother Matteo, who’s facing romantic hurdles; and periodically confides in a witty local priest despite her mother’s disapproval of religion. Then Dolores meets wise and astute autistic teen Terpsichore Berkenbosch-Jones, who rails against her own mother’s overprotective nature. Buoyant banter and Dolores’s interstitial journal entries in which she rates bathroom environments add levity to tense moments depicting Dolores’s illness and her and Terpsichore’s yearning for independence. Compassionate prose conveys the protagonists’ experiences with care and thoughtful, complex characterizations approachably highlight life’s ambiguity. Characters are racially diverse. Ages 12–up. Agent: Daniel Lazar, Writers House. (Mar.)

 Ages 12-18 No No

351412 Boundless Lowe, Chaunté 1-338-74152-7 978-1-338-74152-0 World champion high jumper Chaunté Lowe pens the captivating story of her journey from an impoverished childhood full of big dreams and devastating hurdles, to becoming a bronze medal-winning US Olympian.<P></P><P>Scholastic Focus is the premier home of thoroughly researched, beautifully written, and thoughtfully designed works of narrative nonfiction aimed at middle-grade and young adult readers. These books help readers learn about the world in which they live and develop their critical thinking skills so that they may become dynamic citizens who are able to analyze and understand our past, participate in essential discussions about our present, and work to grow and build our future.</P><P>Everything seemed set against Chaunté Lowe. Growing up with a single mother in Paso Robles, California, where she experienced food insecurity, homelessness, and domestic abuse, Chaunté couldn't imagine a future that offered a different sort of life. But then, one day, she turned on the TV and there was Flo Jo, competing in the Olympics and shattering records in track and field. Almost immediately, Chaunté knew what she wanted to do. She started running.</P><P>With the help of a small community of friends, family, and coaches, Chaunté worked as hard as she could - both in the classroom and out on the sports field - and through her own fierce determination and grit, she overcame every imaginable obstacle, eventually propelling herself to the place she always dreamed about: the Olympic medal podium.</P><P><I>Boundless</I> is a story that will move anyone who's ever had a big dream, ever dared to hope for a better future, and ever believed that nothing was impossible. In her own words, Chaunté presents her remarkable and inspiring story of loss and survival, perseverance and hope.</P>4 to 7 921

Biographies,
Sports and 
games 2023 213 pages

Scholastic Book 
Service [ Lowe, Chaunte,. 1984-. Juvenile literature.,  Lowe, Chaunte,. 1984-.,  African American women track and field athletes. Biography. Juvenile literature.,  Olympic athletes. United States. Biography. Juvenile literature.,  Jumping. United States. Juvenile literature.,  African American women track and field athletes. Biography.,  Olympic athletes. United States. Biography.,  Jumping. United States.]3

ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers 
Weekly

ALA Booklist, 03/01/23, Many kids dream of being Olympians, but only a few make it. The physical, mental, emotional, and financial demands can be overwhelming for anyone, let alone a child who regularly experienced hunger, domestic violence, and homelessness. Lowe, a champion record-holding high jumper, first learned about the Olympics in 1988 when she was four years old. She remembers how her neighbors erupted with joy when Florence Griffith Joyner (FloJo) set a new 100-meter Olympic record at the Seoul Summer Olympic Games. Lowe decided then and there that she was going to be an Olympian, and here she shares her story of moving from impoverished child to NCAA champion to Olympic athlete in an engaging, well-rounded autobiography. Lowe, a TED Talk inspirational speaker, includes wonderfully detailed descriptions and telling anecdotes that go far beyond athletic pursuits, letting her personality shine through as she introduces family members and friends and talks about the incredible support they've given her, no matter the occasionally erratic circumstances. Readers don't have to be Olympian wannabes to appreciate this inspirational story about following a dream.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A young African American girl, inspired by Olympic excellence, propels her way to an Olympic berth and a better life with support from her family and community.Lowe was 4 when she sat in front of the television and witnessed the greatness of Florence Griffith Joyner at the 1988 Olympics. She decided then and there to become an Olympian despite her family’s socio-economic struggles in small-town Paso Robles, California. She learned team dynamics early from her sisters and managed to hold on to her dream despite periods of instability due to homelessness and her stepfather’s violence. Lowe became a junior leader at the local recreation center and landed her first job at 12, allowing her to develop leadership skills that helped her on and off the field. She was further aided in her pursuits by Granny Booker, who opened her mind to new horizons, and Grandma Bea, who opened her home and heart to her granddaughter. Lowe’s partnership with supportive coaches led her to the 2004 U.S. Olympic high jump team. Now a four-time Olympian and world recordâ��holding female high jumper, Lowe’s indomitable spirit and tenacity will engage and motivate young readers. The topics of diligently working toward long-term goals, familial loyalty, and self-mastery are clearly illustrated in this book. This memoir is organized in a manner that allows readers to experience the internal and external battles many Olympians face along their paths to victory.An inspiring read for aspiring athletes and other dreamers. (photo credits) (Nonfiction. 8-12)

 Publishers Weekly, 01/30/23, Athlete, medalist, and four-time Olympian Chaunté Lowe (b. 1984) vividly recounts her Paso Robles, Calif., childhood and arc toward the Olympics in a focused autobiography. She kicks off with an early memory of how watching Florence Griffith Joyner compete in the 1988 Seoul Olympics sparked her own early desire to become an Olympian and her subsequent focus on athletic pursuits. Forthright recollections offered in well-paced chapters detail Lowe’s sibling dynamic as the youngest of three sisters, awareness of her family’s financial precarity, and growing relationship with her supportive paternal grandmother, a vocalist who encourages her to embrace education and work toward a scholarship (“The life that you’re living now is not the life you have to have when you grow up”). Alongside experiences of housing insecurity and witnessing her stepfather’s violence, chapters distill Lowe’s eventually joining a recreation track team, living with her maternal grandmother in Riverside, Calif., and her road to the 2004 U.S. Olympic high jump team. Themes of individual drive, family, and teamwork appear throughout this galvanizing memoir, whose emotionally direct telling is rooted in determination and hope. Ages 8–12. (Mar.)

 Ages 8-12 No No

383567

Inaugural 
Ballers: The 
True Story of 
the First US 

Women's 
Olympic 

Basketball 
Team Maraniss, Andrew 0-593-35126-6 978-0-593-35126-0 978-0-8000-5898-2 "From the New York Times bestselling author of Strong Inside comes the inspirational true story of the birth of women's Olympic basketball at the 1976 Summer Games and the ragtag team that put US women's basketball on the map"-- cProvided by publisher.7 to 12 796.323

Sports and 
games 2024 344 pages Penguin [ Olympic Games. (21st :. 1976 :. Montreal, Quebec). Juvenile literature.,  Olympic Games. (21st :. 1976 :. Montreal, Quebec).,  Basketball for women. United States. History. Juvenile literature.,  Women basketball players. United States. Biography. Juvenile literature.,  Women Olympic athletes. United States. Biography. Juvenile literature.,  Basketball for women. History.,  Basketball players.,  Olympic athletes.,  Women. Biography.,  Women basketball players.,  Women Olympic athletes.]4

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Kirkus Reviews, 
School Library Journal 
Starred Review, Kirkus 
Reviews

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 09/01/22, Starred Review Just in time to mark the fiftieth anniversary of Title IX comes this inspiring, comprehensive look at the first U.S. women's Olympic basketball team. Heading into the 1976 Olympics in Montreal, no one had high hopes for the underdog team. To help set the scene, Maraniss, an award-winning sportswriter, takes readers back to the early days of sports for women, when female athletes were deemed too delicate to run a full court length. This history is explained within a broader context of cultural attitudes toward women and women's limited rights. After the 1972 passage of Title IX, which required equal opportunities for women and men in federally funded schools, the International Olympic Committee added women's basketball to the 1976 games. Through many first-person stories, Maraniss offers detailed profiles of the relatively unknown players and coaches who would go on to become the heroic faces of women's basketball and their training for the international stage, once again placing their feats in the context of systemic racism and sexism. Following exciting coverage of the Olympic competition, the author considers the team's legacy and how their silver medals paved the way for more success in all women's sports. Complementing the narrative nonfiction are period photos, extensive chapter notes, and a plethora of women's basketball statistics. A triumphant account for any sports fan.

 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 08/04/22, The underdog story of America’s first women's Olympic basketball team plays out in this thoughtful exploration of social change.Soon after James Naismith invented basketball in 1891, girls and women began enthusiastically playing the sport. However, it wasn’t until the passage of Title IX in 1972 that American schools were required to provide equal opportunities, allowing female athletes to compete at the same level (though not with the same funding) as their male counterparts. In 1973, the International Olympic Committee added women’s basketball to the 1976 Games in Montreal. Building the squad from the 1973 World University Games team and open tryouts, basketball pioneer Mildred Barnes enabled coaches Billie Moore and Sue Gunter to assemble a scrappy team capable of medaling when no one (not even USA Basketball executive director Bill Wall) thought it possible. Maraniss explores decades of misogyny and sexism, generations of systemic racism, and White feminists’ shortcomings when it came to race that surrounded the humble beginnings of what became a true Olympic powerhouse: As of 2021, the U.S. women’s team has won seven straight gold medals. Interviews with athletes from the 1976 Olympics enhance the invigorating narrative, enriching a book that will stick with readers long after they put it down. Weaving women’s basketball into a textured account of a society in flux, Maraniss’ latest will appeal to a broad audience.A winning story full of heart, camaraderie, and power. (photo credits, source notes, bibliography, rosters, statistics, box scores, timeline) (Nonfiction. 12-18)

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up— A winning look at the creation and legacy of a team that went from underdogs to unstoppable. Maraniss places the 1976 groundbreaking first American women's Olympic basketball team firmly in historical and political context, following the rise of basketball from its inception to the fluctuations of its popularity for women throughout the 1900s (corresponding to social norms about what was acceptably "ladylike") to the backlash, detractors, and misogyny that marked the Olympic team's rise to success. He keeps a close eye on the issues of politics and equity, the work and "whiteness" of second-wave feminism, Title IX, and important moments in civil rights movements. Interspersed throughout are biographies of pioneering women's players and visionary coaches working with no road map and big dreams. Most of these players, from small towns with struggling and underfunded basketball teams, faced seemingly insurmountable adversity, both as women and, for many of the players, as Black women. Perceptions and observations about their lives and their travels around the world illustrate these obstacles and the profound impact the players' tenacity would have on women's sports. Maraniss, a master of narrative nonfiction, creates an immersive and emotional story. The book is full of quotes from interviews and contains an abundance of black-and-white photographs. Back matter includes footnotes that add context and details, a list of interviews, bibliography, rosters, scores, a medal table, Olympic jersey numbers, and notable moments in U.S. women's sports history. VERDICT An inspirational look at remarkable athletes breaking boundaries. An exceptional read and an essential purchase.— Amanda MacGregor

 Gr 8 Up No No

410396

Confessions 
from the Group 

Chat Meadows, Jodi 0-8234-6122-X 978-0-8234-6122-6 "Virginia Vaughn just wants to fit in with her super-popular friend group. That means she doesn't let them know how much she loves the library, she never speaks a word about her massive crush on tragically unpopular Grayson, and she says nasty things she doesn't actually mean.  But only in the group chat, so it's harmless, right? But when she has a blowout fight with her clique--specifically, with the Queen Bee herself--her mean texts are posted online for the entire school to see.  And, suddenly, Virginia has no one but her cat to talk to. Cue 'Knight Errant,' a mystery boy at school who texts Virginia by accident--and who quickl5 to 9 Fic Realistic fiction 2025 264 pages Holiday House [ Middle school students. Juvenile fiction.,  Middle schools. Juvenile fiction.,  Schools. Juvenile fiction.,  Online chat groups. Juvenile fiction.,  Social media. Juvenile fiction.,  Interpersonal relations in children. Juvenile fiction.,  School libraries. Juvenile fiction.,  Middle school students. Fiction.,  Middle schools. Fiction.,  Schools. Fiction.,  Online chat groups. Fiction.,  Social media. Fiction.,  Interpersonal relations. Fiction.,  Libraries. Fiction.,  School stories.,  School libraries. Fiction.]4

School Library Journal 
Starred Review, ALA 
Booklist, Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 5–8 —Posting online reviews of hometown shops and restaurants with her three friends gives eighth grader Virginia the popularity and sense of belonging she craves. But group leader Kat's cruel teasing continually undermines Virginia's confidence among the four friends. Their fragile relationship implodes when Virginia pushes back against Kat during a spat in the school cafeteria. Kat's revenge is swift and socially lethal: she posts online the private texts Virginia sent among the group, with nasty comments about classmates. Making it worse is that Mary Heather and Jess, the rest of her alleged friend group, don't defend Virginia. Fortunately, support from caring parents and a wise 18-year-old sister encourage Virginia to be herself and find new friends. One new friend turns out to be a teen boy she knows only through texts (enter the "hidden identity" trope), who in reality is Grayson, the cute guy Virginia's secretly crushing on in school and at the public library where she volunteers. The novel's swift timeline takes place over five weeks, following Virginia's realistic growth towards self-acceptance and embracing what makes her truly happy. Her light romance with Grayson and reconciliation with Jess provide a satisfying, upbeat ending. Meadows lightly tackles challenges teens face—toxic friendships, cyberbullying—without diminishing their serious impact on readers' lives. Cover art suggests one of Victoria's three friends has dark skin, other main characters are depicted as white. VERDICT Timely and immediately engaging, this is a clear first purchase for all middle grade and YA collections—Marybeth Kozikowski

 ALA Booklist, 09/01/25, Thirteen-year-old Virginia and her best friends, Jess, Kat, and Mary Heather, are small-town famous, thanks to their popular Scrollr account. Their group chat gets out of hand, however, when Virginia's friends find out about her secret crush, Grayson, and begin teasing her. The girls' steadfast alliance blows up in the school cafeteria when Virginia calls Kat out on her mean-girl behavior, and suddenly a new Scrollr account starts publicly posting unkind things Virginia has said privately in the group chat, casting her in a terrible light. Meanwhile, Virginia messages her "text-door neighbor," a phone number one digit off from her own, and the two th confirmed to be 13 t it off immediately. Using pseudonyms, Virginia and "Knight Errant" text, their conversations unfolding on the page in text-message bubbles that afford Virginia the chance to reflect on what it means to be a good friend d to have one. Featuring the same vibe as Bye Forever, I Guess (2024), this tween romance's reveal may be predictable, but that doesn't stop it from being a satisfying read with realistic middle-school drama.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, It’s easy to be mean from behind a screenMiddle school isn’t easy, but Virginia is doing great. She loves volunteering at her local public library. The â��really cuteâ�� Grayson Jennings also frequents the spaceâ��although his social stock fell precipitously when he quit football. With besties Mary Heather, Kat, and Jess, she runs Four Takes on Downtown Deer Hill, a popular community review account on the Scrollr app. That is, until the friends have a major fight, and Virginia ends up ostracized. Even worse, the other girls publish Virginia’s unkind private group chat comments about classmates to Scrollr for the world to see, ensuring her social destruction. Desperate and alone, Virginia finds an anonymous friend in the form of a text-door neighbor (someone whose phone number is one digit away from her own), who helps her discover the person she wants to be. But no one ever said becoming a better person would be easy. Meadows makes room for honest exploration, inviting readers to witness self-discoveries (and better understand themselves), largely without moralizing. The book’s important messages about the power and pitfalls of social media are gentle but insistent, and the story includes relatable discourse around online bullying and harassment. The adult characters are supportive and savvy, and decisionsâ��good and badâ��are openly discussed. Accessible and timely, this book will leave readers hanging on every page. Characters are largely cued white.A sweetly gratifying story that doesn’t shy away from moral complexities.(Fiction. 10-14)

 Publishers Weekly, 06/30/25, When eighth grader Virginia Vaughn’s pals tease her about an encounter with her crush Grayson—a social pariah among her classmates—she vehemently defends herself, leading to a friendship-ending blowout between Virginia and her three besties. The next day, screenshots of the mean things she’s said about fellow students in her friends’ group chat are posted online. Soon all her classmates have turned against Virginia. Feeling isolated, the 13-year-old attempts to befriend Grayson while also seeking refuge in an anonymous texting friendship with someone known only as Knight Errant, with whom she connected via a wrong number message. As bullying by her former friends intensifies and as she struggles to navigate the aftermath of her public fall from grace, Virginia is caught between two developing relationships. Through winningly acerbic, tech-savvy narration, Meadows (Bye Forever, I Guess) explores budding first love, the complexities of toxic middle school frenemies, and the potential boons and perils of online friendships and communities in this introspective offering. Characters default to white. Ages 8–12. Agent: Lauren MacLeod, Aevitas Creative Management. (Oct.)

 Gr 5-8 Ages 10-14 No No

386119
Blood Gone 

Cold Grant, Katy 1-9785973-8-X 978-1-9785973-8-9 Abby used to be close to her older sister Natalie, but now they seem to have nothing in common. And their constant bickering is putting a strain on the family�s winter vacation. After a day on the slopes, their frustrated parents leave the girls alone in their cabin together. But when two suspicious men appear at the remote cabin where they�re staying, Natalie is in serious danger. It's up to Abby to use her quick thinking to fend off the intruders. Though the sisters initially escape the intruders, they�re forced out into the elements�with the men in hot pursuit. Can the sisters put their differences aside to survive this blood-chilling night?9 to 12 YA Verse Fic

Novels in verse,
Suspense 
fiction 2025 185 pages West 44 Books [ Sisters. Juvenile fiction.,  Sibling rivalry. Juvenile fiction.,  Burglary. Juvenile fiction.,  Sisters. Fiction.,  Sibling rivalry. Fiction.,  Burglary. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Quarreling sisters must work together to escape home invadersSisters Abby and Natalie used to be best friends, but they’ve grown apart because of their different personalities and interests. Abby is tentative and introverted, while high school senior Natalie is social and outgoing. After Natalie makes fun of Abby for falling while snowboarding, their parents become so fed up with the girls’ bickering that they leave them behind in their borrowed cabin while they go out to dinner. The teens are aloneâ��Natalie inside and Abby in the hot tubâ��when two men break in and try to kidnap Natalie. Abby rises to the occasion, stabbing one of the men with an icicle. The girls’ mom is an immigrant from the Philippines, and their dad is white; Abby shouts at her sister, telling her to run into the forest, in Tagalog, a language the white-presenting intruders likely won’t understand. Inadequately dressed for the snowy weatherâ��Abby is barefootâ��and with the men in pursuit, the teens need to work together and repair their relationship in order to make it through the night. This novel in verse for reluctant readers maintains a high level of tension from the opening scene on the mountain to the final showdown in the forest. Readers will connect with the realistic depiction of the various facets of the sisters’ relationship.A fast-paced and accessible thriller.(Verse thriller. 12-18)

 Ages 12-18 No No

387316 Haunted Mask Gonzalez, Maddi and Stine, R. L. 1-338-87939-1 978-1-338-87939-1 978-0-8000-6522-5 The beloved Goosebumps series is now available in full length graphicnovel editions!4 to 7

Goosebumps 
the Graphic 
Novel Fic

Graphic novels,
Horror fiction 2024 142 pages

Scholastic Book 
Service [ Masks. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Bullies. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Masks. Fiction.,  Bullies. Fiction.]2

Kirkus Reviews, School 
Library Journal

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, In this graphic novel adaptation of one of Stine’s most beloved Goosebumps books, a Halloween mask inspires brutal scaresâ�¦for a priceCarly Beth Caldwell is easily frightened; everyone picks on her, from classmates Chuck and Steve to her little brother, Noah. This Halloween, however, she intends to get revenge by using a particularly hideous mask purchased from the forbidden section of a mysterious costume shop. It’s way more effective than her mom’s homemade duck outfit. But, like any horror story curio, it comes with dangerous warnings and high-stakes instructions. As Carly Beth and her best friend, Sabrina, set out for a night of trick-or-treating, Carly Beth finds that the mask makes her absolutely terrifying, but it also threatens to take over her personality, turning her into something of a local menace. Eventually, she finds she’s unable to take it off. Readers who recall the original tale will relish watching timid Carly enact her righteous vengeance at the risk of her own identity. The artwork sells her scaredy-cat reactions as effectively as her masked, monstrous moments. Some comedic elements balance the body horror, such as a cute cameo from Stine and gag comic strips that close out the book. Carly Beth and her family are light-skinned; Chuck and Steve are tan-skinned; Sabrina is brown-skinned.Successfully injects new life into a thrilling Goosebumps classic. (information on adapting the book into comics form, search-and-find game)(Graphic horror. 8-12)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 3–6 —While Stine's original Goosebumps series continues to captivate young readers with its blend of spine-chilling suspense and engaging storytelling, new graphic novel adaptations are sure to win over even more fans. Here, Carly Beth is determined to overcome her reputation as the "scaredy-cat" of her school. After a cruel prank leaves her humiliated, Carly Beth seeks a Halloween costume that will make her peers truly afraid. Her quest leads her to a mysterious costume shop, where she acquires, after a great deal of negotiation, an eerie mask from an off-limits backroom. Initially, the mask seems perfect, but Carly Beth soon discovers that it may hold a power stronger and scarier than she can control. Dark and intense illustrations add a new layer of horror to the original narrative, with a tone that is both grim and darkly humorous. While some expressions in the artwork may seem simplistic, the graphic novel captures the essence of the story and its suspenseful twists, making it a compelling read for fans of the series and newcomers alike. VERDICT This graphic novel adaptation is a worthy addition to any library, offering a chilling, immersive experience that remains true to Stine's iconic tale.—Louie Lauer

 Gr 3-6 Ages 8-12 No No

408396 Monster Blood Stine, R. L. 1-338-87942-1 978-1-338-87942-1 978-0-8000-9483-6 While staying with his great-aunt Kathryn, Evan Ross visits an eerie old toy store. Among the dusty shelves, he finds a can of something called "Monster Blood." The odd, sticky substance really does look like the blood of a creature. It has a greenish glow and sometimes feels warm to the touch. But the most alarming thing about the toy ooze is the way it keeps growing-overflowing its container, then a bathtub, then filling up a whole trash can. Evan worries that all that growing has given the Monster Blood a monstrous appetite.4 to 7

Goosebumps 
the Graphic 
Novel Fic

Graphic novels,
Horror fiction 2025 141 pages

Scholastic Book 
Service [ Monsters. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Blood. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Toy stores. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Monsters. Fiction.,  Blood. Fiction.,  Toy stores. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, 10/03/25, A dangerous substance livens up a family visit in this latest comics adaptation of one of Stine’s Goosebumps booksEvan’s less than thrilled to be spending the next few weeks with his formidable great-aunt Kathryn; she greets him with a bloody knife in hand (she was slicing beef, she tersely explains), and she ominously intones that they’ll have to do something about Evan’s dog, Trigger, when he clashes with her cat, Sarabeth. Evan quickly befriends a girl named Andy after she rescues him from the bullying Beymer twins. Enter a can of the titular substance, sold at an antiques store. The green slime seems harmless, but when it grows and begins coming to life, who will stop its rampage? And what secrets are Kathryn and Sarabeth hiding? The tale’s first half is deliberately paced; apart from some foreshadowing, the scares don’t really start until the monster blood begins threatening lives midway through the book. Gonzalez’s cartoon artwork balances pleasant scenes of Evan and Andy hanging out in their suburban neighborhood with forays into a dark, creepy basement and dramatic confrontations with supernatural beings. Exaggerated character reactions keep the energy level high. Though the story contains some spooky momentsâ��like Evan’s body-horror nightmares in which he and Trigger transform into huge monstersâ��the scares are never overwhelming. Most characters present white; Andy is Black.Low-key chills, ideal for horror noobs and Goosebumps stalwarts alike.(Graphic horror. 8-12)

 Ages 8-12 No No

392545

Sinister Sisters 
and Other 

Terrifying Tales Brown, Roseanne A. 1-419-76358-X 978-1-419-76358-8 Izzy follows her twin one night and discovers she is part of the Midnight Society. When Izzy threatens to tell their parents, the Society proposes a Scare-Off. What follows are three terrifying tales based on Ghanaian urban legends.4 to 7

Are You Afraid 
of the Dark? 
Graphic Novel Fic

Graphic novels,
Horror fiction 2025 181 pages

Harry N 
Abrams, Inc. [ Twin sisters. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Spirits. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Monsters. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Twin sisters. Fiction.,  Spirits. Fiction.,  Monsters. Fiction.]2

ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews

ALA Booklist, 01/01/25, This vivid and surprising second entry in the Are You Afraid of the Dark? series features three tales inspired by the folklore of Ghana, illustrated by three artists with disparate styles that come together for a consistently engaging collection. When Izzy discovers that her newly secretive twin, Grace, is meeting with the Midnight Society in the woods at night, the conflict can only be solved with a scare-off: if Grace wins, Izzy must keep quiet, but if Izzy wins, Grace must leave the Society for good. Sharp-toothed monsters pose a threat to dishonest students in "The Tale of the Bushwalkers," and "The Tale of the Spirit Drum" raises questions about the real price of getting what you wish for. The third story, "The Tale of the Sinister Sisters," takes a legitimately terrifying turn when two malevolent spirits attempt to pit the sisters against each other. No neatly tied-up ending awaits the Midnight Society despite the success of the scare-off, and the third volume cannot reach readers' hands soon enough.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, In this graphic novel inspired by the 1990s kids’ horror showAre You Afraid of the Dark?, a pair of feuding siblings tell stories influenced by West African folkloreIzzy’s twin sister, Grace, has been acting differently lately, so Izzy sneaks out one night and follows her into the woods. Turns out Grace belongs to the Midnight Society, a group of kids who meet to tell campfire stories. Grace is irritated at Izzy’s meddling; Izzy’s annoyed that Grace has been keeping secrets. The members break up the argument, offering the sisters the opportunity to compete in a â��scare-off.â�� Their terrifying stories, influenced by the twins’ Ghanian Gramma Ama, are illustrated in full, frightening color by several different artists. Masuku relies on discordant colors for â��The Tale of the Bushwalkers,â�� which transports readers to a dangerously competitive school in Accra where bad grades might have monstrous consequences. Murakami wields a more muted palette for â��The Tale of the Spirit Drum,â�� in which a wish-granting magical drum is deployed in increasingly selfish and disastrous ways. Judging them is a tough task, so the two girls collaborate on the third, titular tale, which serves as a tiebreaker. Izzy and Grace’s rivalry adds dimension and emotion to the framing story, while the individual entries ramp up the tension. Grotesque imagery will keep readers shuddering as Brown explores how everyday tensions such as jealousy or sibling conflict can unleash our darker sides.Spooky sisterly storytelling sure to scare and charm.(Graphic paranormal. 10-13)

 Ages 10-13 No No

384061 Good Different Kuyatt, Meg Eden 1-338-81611-X 978-1-338-81611-2 978-0-8000-6051-0 <P><B>A Schneider Family Book Award Honor Book</B></P><P><B>"The next <B><I>Wonder</I></B>. <B><I>Good Different</I></B> should be required reading." -- Good Morning America</B></P><P><I>Why be normal when you can soar like a dragon?</I></P><P></P><P><B>This paperback edition of the beloved novel <I>Good Different</I> includes exclusive bonus content!</B></P><P>Selah knows her rules for being normal.</P><P>She always, always sticks to them. This means keeping her feelings locked tightly inside, despite the way they build up inside her as each school day goes on, so that she has to run to the bathroom and hide in the stall until she can calm down. So that she has to tear off her normal-person mask the second she gets home from school, and listen to her favorite pop song on repeat, trying to recharge. Selah feels like a dragon stuck in a world of humans, but she knows how to hide it.</P><P>Until the day she explodes and hits a fellow student.</P><P>Selah's friends pull away from her, her school threatens expulsion, and her comfortable, familiar world starts to crumble.</P><P>But as Selah starts to figure out more about who she is, she comes to understand that <I>different </I>doesn't mean <I>damaged. </I>Can she get her school to understand that, too, before it's too late?</P><P>This is a moving and unputdownable novel-in-verse about learning to celebrate the things that make us different.</P><P></P><P>"Meg Eden Kuyatt �s writing not only sheds vital light on important issues but also challenges misconceptions with wit and compassion, making complex ideas both clear and relatable. Kuyatt�s talent for communicating with clarity and humor makes her a trailblazer in the field, and her work has the power to inspire meaningful change. She�s not just brilliant�she�s like the superhero of neurodiversity advocacy!" - Rachel Bloom, actress, comedian, singer, writer and producer.</P>4 to 7 Fic
Realistic fiction,
Novels in verse 2026 273 pages

Scholastic Book 
Service [ Neurodiversity. Juvenile fiction.,  Self-actualization (Psychology). Juvenile fiction.,  Self-perception. Juvenile fiction.,  Self-control in children. Juvenile fiction.,  Emotions. Juvenile fiction.,  Schools. Juvenile fiction.,  Self-actualization. Fiction.,  Self-perception. Fiction.,  Self-control. Fiction.,  Emotions. Fiction.,  Schools. Fiction.,  Self-realization. Fiction.,  School stories.,  Novels in verse.]4

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
Schneider Family Book 
Award, Kirkus Reviews

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/01/23, Starred Review This beautifully written novel in verse follows one girl's journey as she learns that she's on the autism spectrum and comes to embrace herself. Seventh-grader Selah lives by her list of how to be a "Normal" person. This school year is already hard: best friend Noelle isn't in her class, her new school uniform is itchy, her homeroom teacher is loud, and her classmates think she's weird. It's exhausting for her to hold in all the bad feelings all the time. When Selah's annoying classmate Addie starts braiding Selah's hair one day without asking, Selah instinctively lashes out. She inadvertently hits Addie and gets suspended. As she learns more about her potential autism diagnosis, a supportive English teacher assures her she's not "damaged" and encourages her to express her feelings through poetry. Selah says, "I used to think / my rules could save me, make me happy, / but all I see now are the ways / they make me feel like I'm not enough." In an author's note, Kuyatt describes her own autism diagnosis, discusses masking and the degree to which the disorder is especially misdiagnosed in girls, and provides a list of resources and tools for autistic kids and their parents and educators. Ultimately, readers will empathize with Selah and rejoice with her as she learns to accept herself as she is.

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 02/20/23, In Kuyatt’s heartfelt debut, free verse poems explore middle school changes via the first-person viewpoint of an autistic 12-year-old. Selah Godfrey has always liked rules-oriented Pebblecreek Academy, where she knows exactly “what I’m/ supposed to do.” But when she enters seventh grade, everything’s different. Amid the crowded hallways, loud cafeteria, and itchy new uniforms, Selah’s rules for “Being a ‘Normal’ Person” include resisting the urge to talk about dragons, remaining on her “Best Behavior,” and otherwise masking until she can calm herself in the bathroom. When a classmate braids her hair without asking, and Selah’s reaction causes a bloody nose, Selah is regarded as a social pariah and threatened with expulsion. Isolated from her peers, she takes the advice of her beloved, similarly wired grandfather and starts to write in a notebook, further finding her voice through a kind English teacher’s poetry assignment. Kuyatt, who is autistic, uses candid lines to present Selah’s story, conveying her mother’s well-intentioned denial of Selah’s needs, and Selah’s own experiences, self-knowledge, and eventual self-advocacy. Selah is white. An author’s note and resources conclude. Ages 8–12. Agent: Lauren Spieller, TriadaUS. (Apr.)

 Kirkus Reviews, 10/06/23, An autistic artist just wants to survive seventh grade.Selah, a White girl, is a â��good kid,â�� praised for her schoolworkâ��but inside, she’s a â��dragon.â�� She can’t abide noise, smells, or touches, and her mother has been extremely clear about hiding her differences in public. But her â��normal-person maskâ�� is fraying. When Selah is praised for getting an A on a test and there is loud applause, she thinks, â��I want to crawl / under my desk.â�� Eventually, Selah has a violent outburst: Now classmates and teachers treat her like a wild animal. In her notebook, Selah writes free verse about being a dragonâ��a metaphor for all her neurodivergent frustration with social norms. She worries that she shouldn’t share her poetry (â��My feelings are loud. Rude. / BIG. Sometimes / angry. Are those OK in poems?â��), but the verses ultimately allow her to share her scary feelings. It’s a revelation when she finds fellow neurodivergent geeks at FantasyCon. Happy, married adults use earplugs and sensory tools, wear color-coded communication bracelets, and speak calmly and without shame about their autism. Can these tools help when educators at her private school are hostile to autistic kids’ needs? Can they help when even her neurodivergent mother doesn’t want to recognize that Selah isn’t â��normalâ��? Through her poems, Selah believably mends her family and starts a movement in her school, showing readers ways that â��differentâ�� can be wonderful.Short free-verse vignettes beautifully evoke despair, lonelinessâ��and determination. (author’s note, resources) (Verse fiction. 9-12)

 Ages 9-12 No No

379949
Dungeons and 

Drama Boyce, Kristy 0-593-64701-7 978-0-593-64701-1 978-0-8000-5503-5 "Musical lover Riley has big aspirations to become a director on Broadway ... but when Riley takes her mom's car without permission, she's grounded and stuck with the worst punishment: spending her after-school hours working at her dad's game shop. Riley can't waste her time working ... so she convinces Nathan--a nerdy teen employee--to cover her shifts and, in exchange, she'll flirt with him to make his gamer-girl crush jealous ... Soon, Riley starts to think that flirting with Nathan doesn't require as much acting as she would've thought"-- cProvided by publisher.7 to 12 Fic Love stories 2024 293 pages Random House [ Dating. Fiction.,  Interpersonal relations. Fiction.,  Video games. Fiction.]3
Publishers Weekly, Kirkus 
Reviews, ALA Booklist

Publishers Weekly, 10/16/23, After an unauthorized joyride with her mother’s car lands high school junior and musical theater aficionado Riley in eight weeks of familial probation working at her estranged father’s gaming store, Riley figures she’s in for a dreadful time. Worse, her school has canceled the spring musical, an event she looks forward to every year. Determined to save the production (and save face when her arrogant ex shows up at the store), she strikes a deal with coworker and classmate Nathan Wheeler: Riley and Nathan will pretend to date, during which time Riley will help Nathan land his crush, and she’ll get the musical back on track. To make their ruse seem more official, Riley joins Nathan’s D&D campaign (playing a bard, naturally), and soon realizes that the store—and Nathan—aren’t as uncool as she originally thought. But when it comes time to choose between her old passions and her new ones, it may be curtains for her not-so-fake relationship. In this boisterously geeky romantic comedy, Boyce (Hot Dutch Daydream) delivers a feel-good tale of love and laughter, set against standard teen trials and tribulations and driven by the leads’ sweet dynamic. Protagonists read as white. Ages 12–up. Agent: Tara Gonzalez, Erin Murphy Literary. (Jan.)

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Two small-town Ohio teens fake a romance to make others jealous.Riley starts her junior year sentenced to work at her father’s game store as punishment following a serious infraction involving her mother’s car. When her ex drops in, Riley impulsively pretends that co-worker and classmate Nathan is her boyfriend. Nathan is not amused, but she convinces him that the ruse will also help him win the heart of his crush, fellow D&D player Sophia. Nongamer Riley strengthens the pretense by joining his D&D campaign, and she discovers that her musical theater background lends itself well to role-playing games. Over time, it becomes harder for Riley and Nathan to discern whether each other’s romantic gestures are an act or based on something real. Riley slowly gains more appreciation for her father than spending alternate weekends at his apartment during the five years since the divorce has allowed for. Meanwhile, the school principal cancels the spring musical for budget reasons, and Riley is working on a proposal to change his mind. When a crisis strikes, Riley’s friends step up to advocate for the importance of the arts. The book’s strengths lie in its characterization: Authentic portrayals of friendships and family relationships make the story shine, and the store’s sense of community adds depth and is part of Riley’s changing perception of her father. Most main characters are white; Riley’s best friend is Japanese American.Gamers and nongamers alike will find much to enjoy in this sweet romance. (Romance. 12-18)

 ALA Booklist, 02/01/24, Riley's parents divorced five years ago when her dad opened up a gaming store and it became more important to him than anything else. Riley, who still holds a grudge, has never set foot in his store til now, after she and her best friend "borrowed" her mom's car. Her punishment? Eight weeks at her dad's store after school, and nothing else. When the school cancels the spring musical that she was hoping to direct, she scrambles to figure out how to get them to reverse the decision. While she plots a big presentation, she also joins up with one of the Dungeons & Dragons groups at her dad's store, mostly just to make her ex jealous. She talks Nathan, one of the gamers, into yet another plot to make his crush notice him, but as they play together, is she starting to fall for him? Boyce, best known for Hot British Boyfriend (2021), does rom-coms well. Fake dating is everywhere in YA, but this nerdy take is lots of fun d even a little magical.

 Ages 12-18 No No



PB # TITLE AUTHOR ISBN-10 ISBN-13 ISBN-PB ANNOTATION INTLEVEL SERIES DEWEY GENRE COPYRIGHT PAGES PUBLISHER SUBJECT HEADINGNUMBER OF REVIEWS
PROFESSIONAL 
REVIEW SOURCES REVIEWS SLJ KIRKUS PW MATURE CONTENT ADULT LANGUAGE

402051 Dragonfruit Lucier, Makiia 0-358-27210-6 978-0-358-27210-6 978-0-8000-8420-2 Forced into a life of exile, Hanalei of Tamarind is reunited with her childhood best friend Sam to find a rare dragonfruit whose magic can save his mother, the princess--offering Hanalei the chance to return home and right a terrible wrong.7 to 12 Fic

Fantasy fiction,
Adventure 
fiction 2024 356 pages HarperCollins [ Magic. Juvenile fiction.,  Dragons. Juvenile fiction.,  Man-woman relationships. Juvenile fiction.,  Kings and rulers. Juvenile fiction.,  Magic. Fiction.,  Dragons. Fiction.,  Man-woman relationships. Fiction.,  Kings, queens, rulers, etc. Fiction.,  Adventure and adventurers. Fiction.,  Man-woman relationship. Fiction.,  Kings and rulers. Fiction.,  Adventure fiction.,  Islands of the Pacific. Juvenile fiction.,  Islands of the Pacific. Fiction.]5

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal Starred Review, 
ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers 
Weekly

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Given the opportunity to right a grave wrong from her past, a teen faces dangerous seadragon hunters in order to find the rare dragonfruit.â��In the old tales, it is written that the egg of seadragon, dragonfruit, holds within it the power to undo a person’s greatest sorrow.â�� However, â��Every wish demands a price.â�� As a young girl, Lady Hanaleiarihi was the beloved descendant of a distinguished bloodline and a page to Princess Oliana of Tamarindâ��but her father stole a dragonfruit meant for the ailing princess in order to save Hanalei’s life, and he died soon after. Now 18, she lives in exile, researching seadragons in the Nominomi Sea. After she warns some seadragons of dragoner hunters, the ruthless Capt. Bragadin captures Hanalei and forces her to help his crew find the dragonfruit. After escaping, she ends up back home on Tamarind with a chance to make things right, and she searches for a dragonfruit with childhood friend Prince Samahtitamahenele, Oliana’s son. But she knows they face more than just the dangers of the sea and dragoners: The dragonfruit once cost her everything, and she’ll do whatever it takes to save the ailing princess and help Sam. Inspired by the lore of the Pacific Islands, this enthralling fantasy has action, adventure, mythical creatures, and magic. The worldbuilding is wonderfully crafted, including the beautiful island of Tamarind, its matriarchal society, and the community members’ deep connections to one another and their ancestors, gods, and traditions.A mesmerizing, captivating Pacific Islandsâ��inspired fantasy. (Fantasy. 13-18)

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up— With interest in dragon fantasy novels on the rise, Lucier's new adventure has exquisite worldbuilding inspired by Pacific Island mythos and a comfortable, slow-building romance. Lady Hanalei and Prince Samahtitamahenele grew up together on the matriarchal island of Tamarind, until the day their mother is poisoned, falling into a magical, unending sleep. Tamarind uses all of its resources to find the only possible cure: a rare seadragon egg called dragonfruit, which legend says can grant wishes to those who eat it. But those wishes come at a terrible cost, which Hana's father learns when he steals the dragonfruit, flees Tamarind, and saves his daughter. Hana, now 18, has lived as an exile, tracking and studying seadragons in the Nominomi Sea. She discovers one of her subjects is pregnant—the dragonfruit could be her way back home if she's willing to pay the price. Lucier has an incredible talent for creating strong relationships inside large cast of characters, bringing Tamarind and its matriarchal politics to life while layering the family dynamics with love and a painful history. Lucier grew up on Guam, and her love for the Pacific Islands and its diversity shines through while referencing the damage exoticism and colonialism have wrought on the region. Characters are cued Pacific Islander, with some additional diversity outside the main cast. VERDICT A deeply satisfying standalone readers will race through and a rare Pacific Island–inspired fantasy that belongs in all YA collections.— Emmy Neal

 ALA Booklist, 04/01/24, In Lucier's lush, captivating fantasy, two young people lead an expedition to find a seadragon egg agonfruit heal a princess trapped in a magical slumber. Eighteen-year-old Hanalei, a seadragon naturalist for a Rakakalan school, is captured by dragoners while tracking a migratory pod. Determined to keep the seadragons safe from harpoons, Hanalei escapes when they sail near Tamarind, the island kingdom of the Nominomi Sea, where she lived as a child. At age eight, she was poisoned along with Princess Oliana, but Hanalei's father saved her with the dragonfruit meant to heal the princess act that cost him his life. Back on Tamarind, she reunites with former best friend, Prince Samahtitamahenele (Sam), who begs Hanalei to help him beat the dragoners to the seadragons' nest and secure the egg for his mother. Inspired by Pacific Islander mythology, this refreshing magical adventure combines compassionate characters, a vivid tropical setting with unique magic (including fiercely lovable sentient animal tattoos), and a high-stakes story that switches easily between land and sea. Enchanting.

 Publishers Weekly, 01/15/24, In this kindhearted romantic fantasy from Lucier (Year of the Reaper), legend has it that seadragon eggs, or “dragonfruit,” contain the power to undo a person’s “greatest sorrow”—for a price. Hanalei knows the tales are true; as an eight-year-old royal page on Tamarind, she and Princess Oliana both imbibed poison that induced an unwakeable sleep. The queen managed to procure a dragonfruit meant to rouse Oliana, but Hanalei’s father stole it and absconded to Rakakala, where he instead healed Hanalei. Days later, he died, leaving Hanalei alone. Hanalei finally returns to Tamarind at 18 after escaping dragoners intent on exploiting her seadragon researcher expertise to hunt a pregnant female. Her former best friend and Oliana’s son, 19-year-old Prince Samahtitamahenele, welcomes Hanalei warmly despite his mother’s continued slumber, and presents her with a worrying scenario: Samahti requests that Hanalei help him obtain a dragonfruit for Oliana, but doing so could cause him to share her father’s fate. Lucier dallies in establishing the story’s stakes, stunting early tension and drive, but richly textured worldbuilding dazzles from start to finish, taking inspiration from Pacific Island mythology and riffing on well-loved elements from the YA fantasy canon. Most characters have brown skin. Ages 13–up. Agent: Suzie Townsend, New Leaf Literary. (Apr.)

 Gr 7 Up No No

402529
Under the Neon 

Lights Vinson, Arriel 0-593-85859-X 978-0-593-85859-2 <b>Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe New Talent&nbsp;Award<br><br>In this sparkling and heartfelt debut YA novel in verse by a Reese's Book Club LitUp fellow, a young Black girl discovers first love, self-worth, and the power of a good skate. Perfect for fans of Elizabeth Acevedo and Joya Goffney.</b><br><br>Sixteen-year-old Jaelyn Coleman lives for Saturdays at WestSide Roll, the iconic neighborhood roller rink. On these magical nights, Jae can lose herself in the music of DJ Sunny, the smell of nachos from the concession, and the crowd of some of her favorite people&mdash;old heads, dance crews, and other regulars like herself. Here, Jae and other Black teens can fully be themselves.<br><br>One Saturday, as Jae skates away her worries, she crashes into the cutest boy she&rsquo;s ever seen. Trey&rsquo;s dimples, rich brown skin, and warm smile make it impossible for her to be mad at him though. Best of all, he can&rsquo;t stop finding excuses to be around her. A nice change for once, in contrast with her best friend&rsquo;s cold distance of late or her estranged father creeping back into her life.<br><br>Just as Jae thinks her summer might change for the better, devastating news hits: Westside Roll is shutting down. The gentrification rapidly taking over her predominantly Black Indianapolis neighborhood, filling it with luxury apartments and fancy boutiques, has come for her safe-haven. And this is just one trouble Jae can&rsquo;t skate away from.<br><br>Debut author Arriel Vinson&rsquo;s lyrical and contemplative story of young Black love and coming of age in Indianapolis ushers in an exciting new voice in YA literature.7 to 12 Fic
Love stories,
Novels in verse 2025 376 pages

G. P. Putnam's 
Sons [ Novels in verse.,  Roller skating. Fiction.,  Gentrification. Fiction.,  African Americans. Fiction.]4

John Steptoe New Talent 
Award, ALA Booklist, 
Kirkus Reviews, School 
Library Journal

ALA Booklist, Date Unavailable, WestSide Roll is the skating rink that brings 16-year-old Jaelyn and the Black Indianapolis community together under neon lights. When the gentrification of Jaelyn's neighborhood leads to the closing of WestSide Roll, she is forced to confront some of the issues going on in her life. Jaelyn's parents have divorced after her mother's miscarriage, and her absentee father is trying to reconnect. Her best friend, Noelle, is spending more time with her new dance-team friends than her, and the new boy, Trey, is showing interest in her that she is not sure she should entertain. Told in verse, Vinson's debut unfolds palpably to the rhythm of skates sliding on the rink, keeping time with tracks of soul. Trey is a sweet boy who is dealing with his own trust issues as he and Jaelyn begin their romance. A coming-of-age story filled with romance that will have readers wanting to seek out their own local skating rinks. Recommended for all middle-grade and young adult collections.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Jaelyn is a 16-year-old skater whose life changes dramatically in one brief summerJae is dealing with shifts in several of her relationships: There’s strain and distance between her and her best friend, Noelle, difficulties with learning to trust her dad after he’s repeatedly disappointed her, and the blooming of romance with the cute new boy, Trey. Other life changes unfold in the landscape around Jae as her Indianapolis community becomes another target for developers who come in and try to â��push us out, / price everything just / outside / of our reach, / our possibility.â�� When she learns that her local rink, WestSide Roll, will close to make way for a brewery, Jae is overwhelmed by the grief of losing the space that allows her the most freedom to be herself, a bold Black girl. She decides to see what she can do to recapture that spirit for herself and others. Using verse, Vinson provides concise, lyrical insights into the trials of painful transitions for multiple generations held together by disappearing community havens. The book’s flow and plot are smooth and easy to follow. However, Jae’s interpersonal conflicts are unevenly developed, leaving readers unmoored thanks to some rushed resolutions.Roll to the beat of summer love and loss in this heartfelt debut.(Verse fiction. 14-18)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up— Jaelyn Coleman, 16, lives and breathes roller skating. WestSide Roll, her local rink, brings together the local Black Indianapolis community and allows her to skate her troubles and worries away, especially when her best friend Noelle is getting more and more distant. She even meets a cute boy, Trey, who asks her to teach him how to skate and while she tries not to fall for his charm, Jae ultimately agrees. Everything is rolling along, until they get the news that just like the rest of the neighborhood that has fallen to gentrification, WestSide Roll is closing. With only so many days left, Jae tackles her emotions about this place of so much community and culture disappearing as well as her feelings towards Trey, her changing friendship with Noelle, and her previously absent father now wanting to be in her life. This debut novel in verse by Vinson is a coming-of-age story with a budding romance that also highlights the consequences of gentrification, the importance of community, and issues surrounding trust, change, and new friendships. Readers see through the eyes and emotions of Jaelyn, but each character is vivid and full of life. The characters leap off the page and make readers feel immersed in the story. VERDICT With the vivid verse, realistic characters, and the soul that comes from this book, it is recommended for all libraries, especially for those where novels in verse are popular.— Kylie Woodmansee

 Gr 8 Up Ages 14-18 No No

400992

Mysterious 
Virginia Hall: 

World War II's 
Most 

Dangerous Spy Friddell, Claudia 1-662-68059-7 978-1-662-68059-5 <b>Eureka! Nonfiction Silver Honor Award (California Reading Association)<br><br>How did a young lady from a wealthy family in Maryland end up as the Gestapo&rsquo;s most wanted spy? This YA biography of Virginia Hall, World War II&rsquo;s most successful female spy, will inspire reluctant readers and budding history buffs alike.</b><br><br>Virginia Hall, known to her family as &ldquo;Dindy,&rdquo; was an athletic, outdoorsy girl who dreamed of joining the foreign service and becoming an ambassador. Despite numerous setbacks, including losing her leg to gangrene after an accident, Virginia never wavered in her determination to serve her country. After the outbreak of World War II, a chance meeting on a train changed her life&mdash;George Bellows, an agent of the British Special Operations Executive, recruited her as one of its first women agents. Working for Allied intelligence services in France, Virginia Hall organized French resistance fighters, performed daring rescues, and provided the Allies with intelligence that was key for ousting the Nazis and earned her numerous medals, including the US Army&rsquo;s Distinguished Service Cross.<br><br>With chapters titled for each of the many aliases and nicknames used by Virginia Hall, this book takes readers through her extraordinary life and her evolution as a resistance fighter and intelligence operative. Award-winning author Claudia Friddell brings Virginia Hall&rsquo;s bravery, intelligence, and determination to life in this thoroughly researched and photo-filled biography endorsed by Hall&rsquo;s family.7 to 12 921 Biographies 2025 159 pages Calkins Creek [ Hall, Virginia,. 1906-1982. Juvenile literature.,  Hall, Virginia,. 1906-1982.,  Women spies. United States. Biography. Juvenile literature.,  Spies. United States. Biography. Juvenile literature.,  World War, 1939-1945. Secret service. United States. Juvenile literature.,  World War, 1939-1945. Secret service. Great Britain. Juvenile literature.,  World War, 1939-1945. Underground movements. France. Juvenile literature.,  Espionage, American. Europe. History. 20th century. Juvenile literature.,  Women spies. United States. Biography.,  Spies. United States. Biography.,  World War, 1939-1945. Secret service. United States.,  World War, 1939-1945. Secret service. Great Britain.,  World War, 1939-1945. Underground movements. France.,  Espionage, American. Europe. History. 20th century.,  Women spies.,  Spies.,  World War, 1939-1945. Secret service.,  American espionage. Europe. History. 20th century.]4

Kirkus Reviews, Horn 
Book, ALA Booklist, 
School Library Journal

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Traces the exciting life of a pioneering spy who became the CIA’s first tenured woman officerVirginia Hall, who was born into Baltimore high society in the early 20th century, was a white woman of many names and talents. After opening with a foreword by her great-nephew, this work written in spare verse traces Hall’s early life and illustrious career. She was a daredevil who enjoyed international travel from an early age and pursued graduate studies in French and economics. The first time she attempted to join the Foreign Service, she failed the exam. Following a hunting accident in Turkey which resulted in the loss of her left leg below the knee, she was rejected for being an amputee. In 1940, Hall became an ambulance driver on the front lines of World War II in France, opening the door for her to spy for Britain’s Special Operations Executive, becoming one of the most respectedâ��and huntedâ��spies in France. After the war, she joined the Central Intelligence Group, later known as the CIA. Friddell relays Hall’s thrilling exploits, firmly grounding them within historical events. The short chapters, plentiful photos, and ample white space make this inviting to readers overwhelmed by dense text, although the choppy verse affects readability (Heather Demetrios’ conversationally written 2021 biography of Hall,Code Name Badass, would supplement this work well).A satisfying introduction to a remarkable woman’s influential contributions to espionage. (author’s note, Hall’s awards and honors, source notes, bibliography, picture credits)(Verse biography. 12-18)

 Horn Book, 04/01/25, Friddell tells the story of Virginia Hall, a Baltimore native who faced incredible danger as a British spy for the French resistance in World War II. Although the free-verse narrative style can be distracting, it paints a compelling portrait of a woman who refused to let her gender, nationality, or disability (an amputated leg) stop her from fighting for freedom in Europe. Black-and-white photos, from the war and from Virginia's life, are interspersed.

 ALA Booklist, 05/01/25, Friddell's love letter to a lesser-known WWII spy presents an impressive true story in an inviting format. Virginia Hall own as Dindy to her family and by a variety of code names to her spy networks and Hitler's Gestapo ught out a career as a foreign ambassador. After endless rejections, though, she found a new calling in resistance fighting. After studying in France and developing a love for the country, Hall immediately became involved in the French resistance in the face of Nazi Germany's threat. Even after losing her leg in a hunting accident and facing the disrespect of countless men in her field, Hall never hesitated to put herself in danger to help others fight for the greater good. Friddell's biography in verse paints a vivid picture in addition to presenting the facts, grounding the incredible story of an important American woman in illuminating context, while period photos break up the text nicely. A riveting exploration of Virginia Hall's life and work, especially her undercover escapades, told with as much ease and enjoyment as a wartime spy mystery.

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up— This inspiring tale of courage, intelligence, and determination introduces Virginia Hall, one of history's most remarkable, but relatively unknown, heroes. From her adventurous childhood in Maryland to her secretive and courageous work in Nazi-occupied France, Hall's journey is one of resilience and resolve. She overcame many challenges and became one of the first female agents recruited by the British Special Operations Executive and later worked for Allied intelligence, where she risked her life organizing resistance fighters and gathering crucial information. Despite being a private person who never sought fame, her work organizing resistance fighters and executing daring missions was crucial to the war effort. The book explores significant historical events, including the Great Depression's effect on Hall's family and the difficulties women faced entering the diplomatic corps. What makes Hall's story so fascinating is her ability to defy expectations. After an accident cost her a leg, she refused to let it slow her down, even humorously giving her wooden prosthetic a name, Cuthbert. Her story not only highlights the dangers of espionage but also relates the challenges women faced in the early 20th century. The free verse format makes the biography visually accessible and appealing, especially for struggling readers. Well-placed historical photographs and primary source documents provide additional insight, while the back matter includes valuable resources, such as a bibliography and a list of Hall's honors. VERDICT This biography is a good addition to a secondary school's biography collection. Readers who enjoy stories of bravery, espionage, and strong female figures will find Hall's story both thrilling and inspiring.— Lynne Stover

 Gr 7 Up Ages 12-18 No No

378409 Wild Dreamers Engle, Margarita 1-665-93975-3 978-1-665-93975-1 Told in alternating voices, determined to make a difference and heal from their troubled pasts, teens Ana and Leandro fight to protect California wildlife and the endangered puma.7 to 12 Fic
Realistic fiction,
Novels in verse 2024 218 pages

Simon & 
Schuster, Inc. [ Novels in verse.,  Family problems. Fiction.,  Anxiety. Fiction.,  Wildlife conservation. Fiction.,  Puma. Fiction.,  Cat family (Mammals). Fiction.,  Cuban Americans. Fiction.,  California. Fiction.]5

School Library Journal, 
Publishers Weekly, ALA 
Booklist, Pura Belpre 
Honor, Kirkus Reviews

School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up —Seventeen-year-olds Leandro and Ana are struggling to make sense of their lives. While fleeing Cuba with his family, Leandro was devastated when his father drowned trying to protect him. Living with his mother and uncle in California, he attempts to get through his panic attacks and grief. Ana and her mother are on the run from her criminal father. Forced to use their car as a home, they wait patiently until her mother makes enough money to afford a place of their own. When Leandro spots Ana in a wilderness park in San Francisco one night, he feels an immediate connection with her. The moment becomes more intense when they see a mountain lion nearby. The teens continue to be drawn to one another and to the natural world around them. They start a rewilding club at their high school to restore the natural habitats of native animal species, and begin to gain confidence as they explore ideas together. Written in verse, the story has a dreamlike vibe that is mesmerizing. With alternating POVs—including a dog's—the plot covers all angles. Engle writes poetically about the natural world, including sharp details about animals, plants, and landscapes. The affection between the young characters is dynamic, as they bond over their shared interest in nature and their life experiences. Though a few mentions of political events briefly disrupt the flow of the narrative, the overall tone is one of warmth and positivity. VERDICT An engaging novel in verse that touches on serious issues but is uplifting and hopeful. Recommended for middle and high school libraries.—Karin Greenberg

 Publishers Weekly, 03/25/24, Seventeen-year-old Ana and her mother live in their car in the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, a rewilded military outpost. Most of her botanist mother’s government salary is being allocated to locating Ana’s disappeared father. While walking through the park one night, Ana encounters a puma, as well as a Cuban boy named Leandro, whose service dog, Cielo, helps him manage panic attacks, which have become more frequent since his family’s dangerous journey to the states via boat. Though Ana leaves before they can exchange numbers, Leandro’s transfer to a new high school, and a serendipitous job offer for Ana’s mother, ensure that their paths cross again. Distinctive verse by Engle (Wings in the Wild) portrays Ana and Leandro’s alternating perspectives to fully immerse readers in this sweetly rendered romance, adding depth to the teens’ parallel journeys. Additionally, sections titled “Cielo the singing dog” contribute levity to serious moments. It’s a heartwarming and inspiring eco-centric read that addresses timely issues such as conservation of wildlife and emphasizes the importance of people’s connecting to nature—and each other. Ages 12–up. Agent: Michelle Humphrey, Martha Kaplan Agency. (Apr.)

 ALA Booklist, 03/01/24, After making it to the U.S. from Cuba through a whirlwind of trauma, now-teens Ana and Leandro (and Leandro's service dog, Cielo) find each other and bond over their shared interest in environmental rewilding in Northern California. But their troubles are just beginning, as Leandro struggles with panic attacks, and Ana looks over her shoulder for her father, now a domestic terrorist. Weaving in acutely modern references to things like COVID-19 and the January 6 insurrection, Engle (The Lightning Dreamer, 2013) offers a story of hope amid darkness. A novel in verse, the book also touches on themes of homelessness and family, while wrapping the overall narrative in romance with a touch of magic. Engle's signature straight-to-the-heart poetry tours around Ana's, Leandro's, and Cielo's perspectives with ease, bringing an increased sense of empathy for each character. An echo to Engle's previous Wings in the Wild (2023), this will appeal to readers who enjoy environmental stories such as Adrienne Kisner's The Confusion of Laurel Graham (2019).

 Kirkus Reviews, 06/01/24, Traumatized teens find each other and bond over a shared passion for conservation.Ana, a Cuban American 17-year-old, is living in a car with her mother. Her mom’s job doesn’t pay enough to cover the cost of living in California’s Bay Area, especially now that they’re hiding from her dangerous father, who’s wanted by the FBI for domestic terrorism. A chance meeting with Leandro, a recent refugee from Cuba who’s also 17, leads to instant attraction, and a romance grows. Leandro witnessed his father drown during their dangerous journey to Miami from Cuba, and he can’t shake the guilt and psychological scars. Service dog Cielo is his constant sidekick, helping with Leandro’s panic attacks. Cielo proves to be a wise companion, sharing observations on emotions, nature, and the human condition in chapters written from her perspective, which are interspersed with chapters voiced by each teen. Ana and Leandro care deeply for the natural world around them, and they start a rewilding club at school to help support the work of environmental scientists and wildlife rescuers. The pair become involved with a pregnant puma who needs immediate support, and they work to make changes for the puma population. Verse in various forms, including beautiful concrete poems, effectively conveys this story’s themes of sustainability, resilience, and activism.A transformative journey celebrating the power of overcoming personal struggles to make a lasting impact. (author’s note) (Verse fiction. 12-18)

 Gr 8 Up Ages 12-18 No No

394215

Extraordinary 
Disappointment

s of Leopold 
Berry Riggs, Ransom 0-593-53093-4 978-0-593-53093-1 After years of grief-fueled visions of creatures from his favorite television show, seventeen-year-old Leopold Berry discovers that magic is real, and he might be the chosen one after all.9 to 12 Sunderworld Fic Fantasy fiction 2024 326 pages Dutton [ Television programs. Fiction.,  Best friends. Fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Magic. Fiction.,  Family life. Fiction.,  Los Angeles (Calif.). Fiction.]6

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
Horn Book, Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers 
Weekly, School Library 
Journal

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 08/01/24, Starred Review This first installment in the new YA urban fantasy series from worldwide best-seller Riggs (Miss Peregrine's Peculiar Children series) delivers strange happenings, self-determination, and spontaneous combustion in a coming-of-age tale that begs the question, what if you were granted access to the magical world you'd always dreamed of t only from the cheap seats? The only exceptional things about aggressively average 17-year-old Leopold Berry are his dissociative episodes: visions about Sunderworld, a magical realm parallel to ours and the setting of his favorite '90s TV show. Turns out, Sunder is real, and Leopold is a magic-wielding "spark," capable of traveling between realms and casting spells. He's just not a particularly good one. Following a haphazard initiation into Sunder, Leopold fails his magical aptitude test and is banned from Sunder forever. Banished, alone, and now a fugitive in both worlds, Leopold evades the LAPD and Sunder authorities while following clues left by his late mother, which lead him to new allies and to the realization that he might be more powerful than he knew gical or not. Leopold's battle for selfhood balances hope, disillusionment, and perseverance in the face of a topsy-turvy reality and an emotionally unavailable father. Like the bittersweet Los Angeles it occupies, Leopold's offbeat Sunderworld is a little grimy and a little broken, but the magic is real and will stick with you.

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 07/08/24, Riggs departs the Miss Peregrine universe to launch a fresh fantasy adventure grounded in contemporary Los Angeles. After his mother’s death five years ago, Leopold Berry’s grief-fueled obsession with the kitschy fantasy TV show Sunderworld began inducing “escapist dissociative episodes.” Now 17 and “perfectly average,” Leopold and his best friend Emmett learn that these seeming hallucinations are glimpses into an actual, magical Sunderworld that desperately seeks a powerful channeler to vanquish monsters and reverse magic shortages. Upon the duo’s arrival to Sunderworld, Leopold must participate in a televised spellcasting test if he wants to become a channeler. But when he fails, he and Emmett are banished, and their memories magically wiped with spells that backfire. While Leopold’s memories remain intact, Emmett develops troubling neurological symptoms, prompting Leopold to defy exile and search Sunderworld for a cure. What he finds instead is a deeper mystery involving an enigmatic girl, an enchanted map, and a charmed object that only he can activate. Riggs’s incandescent storytelling, exquisite worldbuilding, and vivid characterization kick off a propulsive series starter that subverts the chosen-one trope via a self-made antihero who learns to choose himself. If Leopold finds more questions than answers, readers will be heartened by the promise of more adventure and intrigue following this whirlwind opener. Leopold is white; secondary characters are racially diverse. Ages 14–up. Agent: Michael Bourret, Dystel, Goderich & Bourret. (Aug.)

 Horn Book, 08/01/24, Leopold Berry lives in Los Angeles in a world like our own, but since his mother's death when he was twelve, he has experienced dissociative episodes in which he sees unbelievable things, such as a winged parking attendant or a rain cloud chasing a fruit vendor. He thinks of these moments as "Seeing into Sunder" after the short-lived TV show Max's Adventures in Sunderworld, on whose VHS tapes he fixates. Now seventeen, Leopold is adrift, a constant disappointment to his emotionally abusive father, until a raccoon hands him a token for a decommissioned Angels Flight Railway tram that takes him and his best friend to the not-so-imaginary land of Sunder Hill. There Leopold leaps at the chance to prove he's a channeler, the "most powerful magical being on the planet," but things go horribly, publicly awry. Just when everything seems lost, a note from Leopold's late mother sends him on a treasure hunt through his childhood memories, leading to a discovery that changes everything. Fast-paced and inventive, this gateway fantasy has the grubby, off-kilter realism of a Chuck E. Cheese and a satirical nod to reality TV, with first-rate characters that will hook and charm readers. The treasure hunt celebrates L.A. landmarks, and constant new developments keep readers on the edges of their seats, hoping for Leopold's vindication -- and waiting for the next episode in this projected new series.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Seventeen-year-old Leopold Berry discovers that the realm of Sunder from his favorite TV series, Max’s Adventures in Sunderworld, is in fact a real place with very real stakesWhen Leopold starts having bizarre visions, such as of a raccoon with its tail on fire and a speeding red trolley in the middle of busy Los Angeles traffic, he suspects he’s getting glimpses of the extraordinary place called Sunder, a fantasy world from his beloved show. He confesses his visions to his best friend, Emmet Worthington, and the pair wind up using a special token to take the trolley, Angels Flight, into Sunder. There, they discover that the complex world of sparksâ��people with magical abilitiesâ��includes connections to Leopold’s mother, who died when he was 12. At the heart of it all, Leopold is trying to figure out why he’s been pulled into this world and whether there’s more to him than his deep fear of being â��average and insignificantâ�� and dealing with his father’s frustrated rages. Riggs’ writing is tight and well paced. Some incredible action scenes leap off the pages, and Sunder is a blur of dangerous situations, well-drawn characters, and magical devices. The ending will make readers wish they could immediately reach for the second volume. Leopold, like most of the cast, is cued white; Emmet is Black.A fully imagined fantastical world with compelling characters and a nail-biting cliffhanger.(Fantasy. 13-17)

 Publishers Weekly, 07/08/24, Riggs departs the Miss Peregrine universe to launch a fresh fantasy adventure grounded in contemporary Los Angeles. After his mother’s death five years ago, Leopold Berry’s grief-fueled obsession with the kitschy fantasy TV show Sunderworld began inducing “escapist dissociative episodes.” Now 17 and “perfectly average,” Leopold and his best friend Emmett learn that these seeming hallucinations are glimpses into an actual, magical Sunderworld that desperately seeks a powerful channeler to vanquish monsters and reverse magic shortages. Upon the duo’s arrival to Sunderworld, Leopold must participate in a televised spellcasting test if he wants to become a channeler. But when he fails, he and Emmett are banished, and their memories magically wiped with spells that backfire. While Leopold’s memories remain intact, Emmett develops troubling neurological symptoms, prompting Leopold to defy exile and search Sunderworld for a cure. What he finds instead is a deeper mystery involving an enigmatic girl, an enchanted map, and a charmed object that only he can activate. Riggs’s incandescent storytelling, exquisite worldbuilding, and vivid characterization kick off a propulsive series starter that subverts the chosen-one trope via a self-made antihero who learns to choose himself. If Leopold finds more questions than answers, readers will be heartened by the promise of more adventure and intrigue following this whirlwind opener. Leopold is white; secondary characters are racially diverse. Ages 14–up. Agent: Michael Bourret, Dystel, Goderich & Bourret. (Aug.)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up —Leopold Berry lost his mother to cancer when he was 12, and the subsequent five years with an overbearing and aggressive father have done nothing to assuage his grief. Leopold also experiences strange visions, things that seem more at home in his beloved 1990s fantasy series Max's Adventures in Sunderworld than modern Los Angeles. Leopold discovered it in a box of his mom's old VHS tapes, and his obsession with watching and rewatching the show, coupled with producing new scenes with his best friend, Emmet, serve to create a bond to her memory. So when he and Emmet actually find Sunder after a ride on a broken-down railway trolley, he is ready to experience all the promises of Max's adventures despite the perils that lie within. Riggs generates interest both through Leopold's exploration of the mysterious connection his mother had with Sunder, as well as the consequences of Leopold and Emmet's initial visit there. He also pokes fun at the "chosen one" motif when Leopold embarrasses himself in front of the Sunder community on a channeler test, becoming memed into "Lunchtray Larry." But less successful is the magic of Sunder, which, when coupled with Leopold's initial visions, presents as gritty and occasionally bizarre. Clearly intended as a multi-book series, a cliff-hanger mystery sets the focus for the sequel. VERDICT An easy sell to any fan of Riggs's "Peculiar Children" series, though its quirks limit the appeal to a broader fantasy audience. A general purchase.—Michael Van Wambeke

 Gr 8 Up Ages 13-17 No No

323390 Wildoak Harrington, C. C. 1-338-80386-7 978-1-338-80386-0 Beset by a stutter, twelve-year-old Maggie must learn to speak for others when she discovers, and tries to protect, a snow leopard cub that has been abandoned in a forest in Cornwall.4 to 7 Fic Animal fiction 2022 324 pages
Scholastic Book 
Service [ Stuttering. Juvenile fiction.,  Human-animal relationships. Juvenile fiction.,  Snow leopard. Juvenile fiction.,  Leopard. Juvenile fiction.,  Self-confidence. Juvenile fiction.,  Stuttering. Fiction.,  Human-animal relationships. Fiction.,  Snow leopard. Fiction.,  Leopard. Fiction.,  Self-confidence. Fiction.]4

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
Horn Book, Kirkus 
Reviews

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 08/04/22, In 1963, a child finds both a snow leopard cub and a way to live with her stutter in the Cornish woods.For aptly named Rumpus, the old forest in which he is abandoned is a harsh replacement for the cage at Harrods or the flat he tore up after being purchased as an ill-advised birthday gift. For 11-year-old Maggie, visiting her long-estranged grandfather, who lives near Wildoak Forest, provides welcome relief from her parents’ quarrels over her schooling and others’ humiliating mockery and impatience when she tries to speak. Grandpa Fred, a country doctor and amateur naturalist, turns out to be a perceptive sort. Still, he rejects her claim to have seen a leopardâ��until he helps her rescue Rumpus from shotgun-wielding locals and stands beside her as she overcomes her fears to deliver a halting but stout defense to those frightened by rumors of his ferocity. The author adds a wisp of magic in the woods that whispers â��Be gentle with yourself. It is hard to be human,â�� to Maggie and helps Rumpus survive wounds inflicted by an illegal trap. In an epilogue, an adult Maggie wraps events up neatly while confidently owning her communication differences. Harrington packs her memorably atmospheric debut with compelling issues, but her sharply felt portrayals of two vulnerable youngsters of different species bonding as they find their ways in hostile worlds will make the deepest impression. The human cast presents White.Tugs on ethical sensibilities and heartstrings with equal strength. (author’s note, resources) (Fiction. 9-13)

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 08/08/22, Themes of compassion and conservation form the heartbeat of Harrington’s eloquent 1963 England-set debut. Self-conscious about others’ cruel reactions to her stutter, 11-year-old Margaret Stephens impales her hand with a sharp pencil to get out of reading aloud. After her misunderstood behavior leads to her dismissal from a third school in two years, her parents send Maggie from London to her doctor grandfather’s cottage in rural Cornwall. If she doesn’t improve, her gruff father indicates, she’ll be sent to Granville—an institution that’s rumored to engage in mistreatment. In the countryside,

 Horn Book, 01/13/23, This novel, set in 1963, consists of three narrative strands. Londoner Maggie, nearly twelve, lives with a stutter. Her halting speech makes school a misery, and she's facing the threat of being sent to a boarding school for the disabled that has a frightening reputation. A visit to her grandfather, a doctor who lives in a small Cornish village, provides a temporary reprieve. Running alongside this story is the dramatic tale of Rumpus, a young snow leopard bought at the exotic pet department of Harrods department store and then abandoned in a forest adjacent to the same Cornish village. Finally, we follow the fate of that ancient forest, the property of Lord Foy, a truly malevolent villain who plans to raze it for development. In a suspenseful and neatly-worked-out plot we see how Maggie's deep connections to animals and the natural world are her greatest strengths, enabling physical bravery and creative problem-solving. The theme of diverse varieties of communication braids the narrative together and deepens its impact. Generous back matter alerts readers to resources on stuttering, big-cat conservation, and reforestation efforts worldwide. Chapter decorations and the occasional pen-and-ink illustration add to the richness of this immersive experience. Sarah Ellis

 No No

356903 Fast Pitch Stone, Nic 1-9848930-4-1 978-1-9848930-4-8 978-0-8000-3423-8 "Shenice Lockwood dreams of leading the Fulton Firebirds to the U12 softball regional championship. But Shenice's focus gets shaken when her great-uncle Jack reveals that a career-ending-and family-name-ruining-crime may have been a setup. It's up to Shenice to discover the truth about her family's past-and fast-before secrets take the Firebirds out of the game forever"-- cProvided by publisher.4 to 7 Fic Sports fiction 2023 179 pages Random House [ African Americans. Fiction.,  Families. Fiction.,  Racism. Fiction.,  Softball. Fiction.]6

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
ALA Booklist, Horn Book, 
Kirkus Reviews, School 
Library Journal

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 06/01/20, A girl with a family baseball legacy that’s a weight on her shoulders attempts to clear the name of her great-grandfather and win a historic title for her team.Twelve-year-old Shenice â��Lightningâ�� Lockwood has baseball in her veins and plans to lead her all-Black fast-pitch softball team (a first in the Dixie Youth Softball Association), the Fulton Firebirds, to victory at the district championship. After a devastating loss, her father shows her memorabilia from her family’s baseball lineage, which spurs a trip to visit her great-uncle Jack. He tells her the story of her great-grandfather’s rise from the Negro Leagues to the majors and how racial prejudice played a part in his being framed for the theft of a famous baseball glove. Shenice is compelled to seek answers, but the more she focuses on the past, the more she puts her future at risk. Following Clean Getaway (2020), Stone returns with another middle-grade novel that discusses race at a level her readers will understand but without condescension. Shenice’s story is dripping with images of positive Black representation without shying away from the historical realities of her family playing baseball in the American South and how it affects her present as she attempts to make history herself. Notably, her coach is a White woman in a same-gender marriage. This energetic, engaging, complex novel will appeal to readers whether or not they are fans of baseball.A grand slam of an adventure. (Fiction. 8-12)

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 06/21/21, Black girl magic hits a home run in Stone-s (Clean Getaway) latest novel. Twelve-year-old Shenice -Lightning- Lockwood has been playing -base-related ball- her whole life-just like her father, grandfather, and great-grandfather before her. Now captain of the Fulton Firebirds, the first all-Black team in Georgia-s Dixie Youth Softball Association, her goal is to lead her team to the championship and send a message that -girls like us do belong on the field.- When that goal sees a setback, Shenice-s father gives her Great-Grampy JonJon-s mitt -as a reminder of what-s in you.- But the item that truly captures her attention in JonJon-s off-limits trunk is his leather journal-and his story. When Shenice meets her great-uncle Jack, JonJon-s brother, in an assisted living facility, she learns that her great-grandfather was almost one of the first Black MLB players-until he was kicked out of the league for a theft that Jack insists JonJon was framed for. Considering her family legacy, Shenice struggles to maintain her focus as captain while following Jack-s clues to clear JonJon-s name. Fast-paced and heartwarming, this story captures the essence of familial duty through a warm family dynamic and a child protagonist with genuine agency. Ages 8-12. (Aug.)

 ALA Booklist, 06/01/21, Shenice Lockwood, captain of the Fulton Firebirds, is a legend when it comes to her love of the ball field aying goes all the way back to her great-grandfather, who was nearly in the pros. She and her team are the only all-Black girls team in their softball league, and they're charging their way toward the championships. But can Shenice stay focused on their games instead of a newly discovered family mystery? Her great-uncle Jack recently spilled the beans that the crime that cost Great Grampy his career was a setup! Tensions are high as the plot bounces between gameplay and sleuthing, ultimately reaching a satisfying conclusion. Stone compellingly weaves a love of sports and family with mystery, using lifelike dialogue and realistic relationships, while interspersing historical facts that flesh out the narrative arc between the past and present. Readers of all ages will cheer for Shenice and appreciate Stone's note, which shares her history on the field and how her characters got their names. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Best-selling, award-winning Stone has legions of fans eager for anything with her name on the cover.

 Horn Book, 02/06/23, Softball is in Shenice "Lightning" Lockwood's blood. The twelve-year-old catcher plays for the Fulton Firebirds, the first all-Black team in the league and the only team in the entire eight-state Dixie Youth Softball Association with more than three Black players on the roster. "It's a weight no one your age should have to carry, but can't ignore," Shenice's father tells her. She feels that every win is historic since she is trying to take her team to the championships and "live out the dream" of past generations of her family. This legacy goes all the way back to Great-Grampy JonJon, the family's "baseball patriarch" who was "almost one of the first Black players recruited to the MLB. But something happened." The mystery of why Great-Grampy JonJon didn't make it to the majors becomes a parallel narrative to that of Shenice's softball games. The story effectively incorporates sports action with Shenice's sleuthing into her family's past. Stone's (Clean Getaway, rev. 5/20) straightforward, dialogue-driven prose is powerful, contributing multiple additional voices to Shenice's first-person perspective as she comes to understand how racism has affected her own family through the generations. This contemporary sports story goes beyond mere genre appeal; it is a novel of substance, carrying the weight of history. Dean Schneider

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 58 A sports mystery that will keep readers engaged from start to finish. "Base-related ball" runs in Shenice's blood. Her dad played, and his dad played, and now Shenice is the captain of the Fulton Firebirds, the first and only all-Black softball team in the Dixie Youth Softball Association. More than anything, she wants to prove that Black girls do belong on the field. The day after a tough loss, Shenice's father decides it's time to introduce her to her Great-Grampy JonJon's infamous trunk. The trunk holds all kinds of baseball treasures, but her father gives her JonJon's mitt and closes the trunk. Shenice is curious about other items she saw but doesn't know how to learn more about them until she discovers her Great-Grampy's brother, Uncle Jack, is still alive. When they meet, Uncle Jack tells Shenice the reason JonJon stopped playing ball: he was framed for stealing the glove of Joe DiMaggio from a charity auction. Her parents told her Uncle Jack isn't always lucid. Is the story true? Can Shenice clear JonJon's name? Discussions about race and civil rights are seamlessly woven into the narrative through Shenice's own experiences, her schoolwork, and conversations with her language arts teacher. The climax feels unnecessarily prolonged, but this may keep younger readers on the edge of their seats. Softball terminology isn't always explained, so it would benefit readers to have some background knowledge of the sport. VERDICT Purchase this title where Stone's work, sports stories, and light mysteries are popular. Lisa Buffi, Sterling M.S., VA

 Gr 5-8 No No

401489
Climate of 

Chaos Newbould, Cassandra 1-682-63757-3 978-1-682-63757-9 <b>An exhilarating dystopian YA recalling <i>The Last of Us</i> and <i>Divergent</i>&mdash;<i>Climate of Chaos</i> is a hard-hitting survival story featuring a disabled protagonist that explores the chilling effects of climate change and medical debt.</b><br><br>In dystopic Seattle, storms have devastated Earth&rsquo;s population, a new virus is spreading, and the privileged live inside domes controlled by Aegis Corp. Healthcare is earned by hours accrued working in Aegis&rsquo;s pharmaceutical factories. If you run short on hours, you&rsquo;re sent to Harvest House for debt collection&mdash;a place from which no one returns.&nbsp;<br><br>After a storm killed seventeen-year old Fox LaRosa&rsquo;s parents and left her disabled, Fox and her younger sister, Rabbit, join their fugitive aunt&rsquo;s mercenary group Still Alive. Their mission is to restore the imbalance of medical access for post-storm survivors.&nbsp;<br><br>But when a med supply heist goes south, Rabbit is taken captive, and Still Alive refuses to rescue her. Fox must choose between duty and family, and leaves home to infiltrate Aegis&rsquo;s interior domes where Rabbit is being held hostage. The more Fox learns about life in the domes, though, the more she realizes Still Alive isn&rsquo;t as altruistic as they claim. In a world where everyone is out for themselves, Fox must rely on those she trusts least in order to reunite with her sister and expose those in power for who they really are.&nbsp;<br><br>The Hunger Games&#8239;for the next generation, this read stars a disabled protagonist and explores the devastating potential of climate change left unchecked and the all-too-real consequences of outrageously expensive health insurance affecting millions today.9 to 12 Fic Science fiction 2025 373 pages
Peachtree 
Publishers [ Health services accessibility. Fiction.,  Climatic changes. Fiction.,  Domes. Fiction.,  Survival. Fiction.,  Dystopias.,  Climate change. Fiction.]3

School Library Journal 
Starred Review, Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers 
Weekly

School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 9 Up— This postapocalyptic adventure in a future Seattle finds sisters Fox and Rabbit waiting in line for Zone 3's hospital. Their mission: secure medicine for Still Alive, their camp far from the domes. Fox, who uses a cane following a childhood injury, is nervous on her first mission, but keeps calm even though a storm is brewing. People in front of them start making trouble, and Storm Troopers step in to take the rowdy ones to Harvest House (no one ever leaves). This mission will decide if Fox becomes a Merc for her camp, so she repeats Still Alive's motto: "Community over ego, sacrifice to succeed." At the hospital, Rabbit and Fox are separated, and while Fox succeeds in her mission, Rabbit doesn't make it back to camp. Still Alive isn't sure if Rabbit will be rescued and Fox must decide: family, community, or survival? Newbould keeps readers guessing in this well-written future with storms, viruses, and people in safety—and others with none. She builds her world and settings quickly, capturing readers in her dystopian society in the first chapter. A big brother government reminiscent of George Orwell and an outside society built as well as William Golding's have ensured Newbould a name in the sci-fi/dystopian space. Her dialogue, action and plotting hold true to the very end—leaving readers awaiting a second book. Fans of James Dashner's The Maze Runner and Lex Thomas's "Quarantine" series will enjoy this adventure. There is diversity in the cast. VERDICT A must-have for teen libraries and lovers of dystopian fiction.— Cathleen Ash

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Residents of Cascadia, an environmentally devastated Pacific Northwest region, have a choice: fend for themselves in the lawless, storm-battered wild or endure lifelong servitude as citizens of the Aegis Corporation in return for food, shelter, and healthcareSmall, independent communities, like the Conclave on Bainbridge Island, where Fox LaRosa lives, have survived outside Seattle’s Zones for 122 years. But with a lethal virus known as the Vi spreading unchecked, fear drives some people to trade their freedom for citizenship’s benefitsâ��even though it comes with risks. Resisting orders can be fatal; a future as body parts awaits many at Harvest House. When her sister, Rabbit, is detained by Aegis in Seattle, Fox and her friends become determined to rescue her, contravening the Conclave’s decision. Fox, best friend Cely, ex-boyfriend Asher, and fellow Conclave member Eamon infiltrate Aegis in search of Rabbit. Using an extendable cane (with a hidden blade) for the chronic hip pain she experiences following a childhood injury, Fox endures exhausting trials and revisits her feelings for Asher. When Rabbit is publicly paraded as someone who’s immune to the Vi and possessing antibodies that are essential to the vaccine, Fox becomes skeptical about the Vi’s origin and spread. Readers seeking robust worldbuilding and a detailed backstory for this setting may be disappointed, but the fast-paced, well-executed, suspense-driven plot will keep them entertained. Fox and Rabbit present white, and the diverse cast of secondary characters adds depth.An exciting, high-stakes story offering relevant social commentary.(Post-apocalyptic. 14-18)

 Publishers Weekly, 07/14/25, In a dystopian future, Earth has been devastated by climate and medical disasters. All resources in the Pacific Northwest are controlled by the Aegis Corporation, for whom many survivors of these events work in exchange for residence in domes that offer protection from the ravaged landscape of the Beyond Lands. Seventeen-year-old Fox LaRosa—a Wanderer traveling through the Beyond Lands who uses an extendable cane as a mobility aid—is determined to make her mark as the newest mercenary recruit in her aunt Lila’s fugitive collective, Still Alive. Fox’s older sister Rabbit has been a merc for several years, and it’s now Fox’s turn to embark on a dangerous mission to retrieve medical supplies from Aegis. Rabbit is captured when their expedition goes awry, and Fox must rely on her friends to rescue Rabbit. But as Fox ventures further into the domes and uncovers Still Alive’s dark secrets, she must learn to trust her own convictions. In this gripping thriller, Newbould (Things I’ll Never Say) examines how powerful entities leverage privilege and necessities against society’s most vulnerable via a narrative lens informed by Fox’s experience with chronic pain and mobility challenges. Characters cue as racially diverse. Ages 14–up. (July)

 Gr 9 Up Ages 14-18 No No

408713
Let's Get 
Together Colbert, Brandy 0-06-309248-4 978-0-06-309248-8 <p><strong><em>Boston Globe</em></strong>&#8211;<strong><em>Horn Book</em> Award&#8211;winning author Brandy Colbert gives <em>The Parent Trap</em> a fresh, funny, and delightfully unexpected update in this story of two girls&#8212;one raised by her single father, the other in the foster care system&#8212;who meet by chance&#8230;only to discover they&#8217;re identical twins.</strong></p><p>Kenya Norwood likes things just the way they are. She's lived all her life in Pasadena with her dad and grandmother, she's attended the same school with the same friends since pre-K, and she's always the center of attention. Even as she's about to start middle school, she knows one thing for sure: none of that is going to change.</p><p>For Liberty Perry, change is all she's ever known. Her mother disappeared when she was a toddler, and ever since, she's never stayed in one place for very long. But things seem different with her new foster mother, Joey. Maybe in this home, in this school, change won't come so quickly.</p><p>Except <em>everything</em> changes the day Liberty and Kenya meet&#8212;and discover they are identical.</p><p>Neither of them is ready to find out she has a twin sister (in fact, they're unsure if they even want one), and when the girls learn the truth of how they were separated, it's clear that no one else in their lives was ready for this, either. But the connection they share might be even stronger than the things that kept them apart&#8212;and teaming up might be the only way to set everything right.</p>4 to 7 Fic Realistic fiction 2025 292 pages HarperCollins [ Identical twins. Juvenile fiction.,  Twins. Juvenile fiction.,  African Americans. Juvenile fiction.,  Girls. Juvenile fiction.,  Middle school students. Juvenile fiction.,  Identical twins. Fiction.,  Twins. Fiction.,  African Americans. Fiction.,  Girls. Fiction.,  Middle school students. Fiction.]3

Starred Review for 
Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal 
Starred Review, ALA 
Booklist

Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 06/09/25, Liberty Perry, who is in foster care, did the math, and her first day of sixth grade is the 10th time she’s been the new kid. Though she’s used to moving around and adjusting to fit in with ever-changing circumstances, her recent placement, with empathetic Joey in Pasadena, feels different, and she hopes this move will be her last. Meanwhile, Kenya Norwood is looking forward to spending sixth grade at the top of the social hierarchy with her best friends. But the first day of class brings a shock for both Liberty and Kenya, whose disastrous first meeting and uncanny resemblance becomes the talk of the school. After the girls’ mutual dislike escalates to a physical confrontation, Kenya’s single father reveals a shocking secret: Liberty and Kenya are twins, and their late mother kidnapped Liberty when they were babies. In this nimble, winning reimagining of The Parent Trap, Colbert (The Only Black Girls in Town) examines—via the protagonists’

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 3–7 —This modern riff on The Parent Trap follows the story beats of the original while adding discussions of the foster care system into the mix. Kenya has grown up in a nurturing household with her father and grandmother, knowing only that her mother left when Kenya was a baby. Liberty, in contrast, has never known anything about her father, only that her mother abandoned her when she was a baby, and she's been forced to hop from one foster home to the next ever since. Colbert wisely begins the dual-perspective narration with Liberty's very compelling point of view, establishing that her main goal for sixth grade is simply to keep out of trouble so that she can stay with her new foster mom. It's in stark contrast to Kenya's more privileged thoughts about life and middle school. Readers will enjoy the twins' distinct inner monologues as they process discovering a surprise sister, then join forces to make their father fall in love with Liberty's foster mom. Colbert impressively integrates current topics within the tropes of the familiar story. Readers about to enter middle school will relate to the girls' trials and tribulations at school—dances, crushes, and extracurricular clubs—but it's the specific details that make this book a triumph. Kenya and Liberty are Black, supporting characters are diverse. VERDICT A delightful tale of family lost and found, one that skillfully weaves discussion of heavier and relevant topics into a comedic plot.—Kristin Hall

 ALA Booklist, 09/01/25, Colbert offers a fresh take on the story of The Parent Trap in her latest middle-grade novel. Popular sixth-grader Kenya lives with her single father and grandmother and is ready to have an amazing school year. Foster kid Liberty is hoping that her new home will be a good fit and that maybe she will make a true friend this year. When Kenya and Liberty meet at school and discover that they are sisters, they hatch a plan to get Kenya's father and Liberty's foster mother together so that they can be a family. Both girls experience growing pains that readers will empathize with: Kenya wants to know that she will still be important to her dad, and Liberty wants to trust that she has a family she will stay with forever. The story of the girls' mother and why she's not a part of their lives involves drug addiction. An excellent story of sisterhood that tween readers will enjoy and that is perfect for realistic-fiction collections.

 No No

408293
North for the 

Winter Podesta, Bobby 1-250-83823-1 978-1-250-83823-0 A fun, heartwarming holiday adventure about a girl, a flying reindeer, and the biggest Christmas mission ever! When Virginia (yes, Virginia) spots a real flying reindeer in the sky, she can hardly believe her eyes. She's just moved to a new city, she misses her mom, and nothing feels right--until magic quite literally lands in her life. But when she tells her neighbor Benny what she saw, he's sure of it--this has to be Santa business. Now Virginia and Benny have to help the lost reindeer find its way back to the North Pole before Christmas! Along the way, they'll face sneaky hunters, suspiciously convincing department store elves, and even the people who track Santa on radar. Get ready for a hilarious, heartwarming graphic novel about friendship, courage, and keeping the spirit of Christmas alive--no matter what.4 to 7 Fic

Graphic novels,
Animal fiction,
Fantasy fiction 2025 347 pages First Second [ Reindeer. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Christmas stories. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Reindeer. Fiction.,  Christmas. Fiction.,  Graphic novels.]4

School Library Journal 
Starred Review, ALA 
Booklist, Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 3–7— Moving to Colorado days before Christmas is an unwelcome challenge for Virginia, but a chance encounter with a flying reindeer begins an adventure that will birth lifelong memories for her and touch the lives of people she has yet to meet. When she and her father get a flat tire on their way to move in with Aunt Francis in Denver, Virginia goes exploring in the woods, where she sees the magical creature. After moving in with Francis, Virginia meets her neighbor Benny, who offers to take her on a tour of the city. Virginia tells Benny of her chance encounter, and he insists that they go back to the woods to try and track down the reindeer. What follows is a magical holiday adventure filled with danger and excitement, but also warmth and comfort. Everything readers might want from a Christmas story is here: elves, magic stockings, a desperate race to bring gifts to the children of the world, and even an appearance by the man in red himself—plus, a surprise twist to a Christmas pastime. This story has all of the charm of a holiday TV special but feels original and fresh, with time-honored themes of friendship and belief. The art is pleasantly cartoony and whimsical, and the script is engaging and reads quickly. Those who don't celebrate the holiday won't find much to appreciate here, unless they simply enjoy a good fantastical tale for the holiday season. Virginia has tan skin and dark hair, and supporting characters have a variety of skin tones. VERDICT For patrons looking for a heartwarming, comforting Christmas tale, this is perfection.— M. Brandon Robbins

 ALA Booklist, Date Unavailable, All the usual trimmings of a Christmas movie come together in a Christmas Eve race against time to, you guessed it, save Christmas. While her father fixes a flat tire, 12-year-old Virginia wanders off and stumbles into one of Santa's reindeer. As if she and her father weren't already having trouble communicating after the loss of her mother, convincing him that she needs to help Donner get back to Santa isn't exactly helping. In their mission to reunite Donner with the other reindeer, Virginia and her exuberant sidekick, Benny, sneak past parents and suspicious reindeer trackers. The digital artwork is reminiscent of newspaper comics, and the nostalgic 1950s setting doesn't add much more than texture, other than an opportunity to show the Continental Air Defense Command Center staff watching blips from the reindeer on an outdated air radar screen, which might be lost on younger readers. This is an easy read with typical holiday tropes, though there's not much new here except explanations of the convoluted way Santa runs his corporate business.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Searching for a lost reindeer sends two new friends on an adventure they’ll never forgetGrieving Virginia Kay spots a reindeer out her car window during a move from Arizona to Colorado just three days before Christmas in 1955. She tries to tell her dad what she saw, but he gets distracted and almost crashes the car. When they arrive at Aunt Frances’ apartment, Virginia meets her friendly new neighbor, the chatty Benny Alvarez, who’s always up for snacking. After they spend the day together, Virginia decides she can let Benny in on her secret. Benny declares â��We’re in this together,â�� and the magical twists and turns begin as they team up to search for the reindeer. The Continental Air Defense Command Center is tracking it, too, trying to identify the suspicious flying object. Meanwhile, another plotline following a separate reindeer tracker unnecessarily complicates matters. Still grappling with her mother’s loss, Virginia hopes she can reunite the lost reindeer with Santa. Will she and Benny find it in time to save Christmas? The fast-paced story comes to life on the page through Podesta’s artwork, which features expressive facial expressions, vividly rendered action scenes, and the effective use of color. Virginia and her family present white, and Benny and his family are cued Latine.Family, friendship, and shenanigan-filled bravery take flight in this Christmas tale.(Graphic fiction. 8-12)

 Publishers Weekly, 07/28/25, Animator Podesta deploys economic pacing and sitcom humor in this cozy mid-1950s-set graphic novel debut. Twelve-year-old Virginia Kay and her father struggle to connect following her mother’s recent death. During the duo’s move from Arizona to Colorado three days before Christmas, Virginia meets a reindeer that inexplicably flies away, leaving behind a glowing compass. Upon arriving at their new home, her aunt Frances tries to lift Virginia’s spirits by decking the halls to the nines. Though Virginia isn’t feeling particularly festive, she bonds with chipper tween neighbor Benny Alvarez, with whom she shares the secret of her reindeer encounter and the glowing compass. Enlisting Benny’s older sister, the new friends embark on an adventure to reunite with the creature—and, perhaps, scrounge up some holiday cheer for Virginia and her father. Conflicts with zealous game hunters, suspiciously cheerful mall employees, and overworked Continental Air Defense operators inject hijinks into a story of family, trust, and imagination’s power to uplift during life’s bleakest turns. Flat coloring and simple backdrops emphasize the characters’ emotive facial expressions and fluid movements across illustrations that sparkle with vintage holiday-TV-special charm. Characters are portrayed with varying skin tones. Ages 8–12. Agent: Jennifer March Soloway, Andrea Brown Literary. (Sept.)

 Ages 8-12 No No

399988 Out of Air Reiss, Rachel 1-250-36614-3 978-1-250-36614-6 Wilder Girls meets Outer Banks where a group of scuba diving friends stumbles across lost treasure, a legendary cave, and a new type of power... that comes at a price. The deeper you go, the darker you fall. Phoebe "Phibs" Ray is never more at home than when she's underwater. On a dive six months ago, she and her four closest friends discovered a handful of ancient gold coins, rocketing them into social media fame. Now, their final summer together after high school, they're taking one last trip to a distant Australian island to do what they love most - scuba dive. While diving a local reef, Phibs discovers a spectacular underwater sea cave, rumored to be a lost cave with a buried treasure. But when Phibs and her best friend Gabe surface from the cave, they notice that they're undergoing strange changes. Oozing gashes that don't heal. Haunting whispers in their heads... Something has latched onto them, lurking beneath their skin, transforming them from the inside out. When treasure hunters arrive, desperate to find the location of the cave and hold Phibs' group for ransom, she'll do anything to keep her friends safe. In the process she learns that, of all the dreadful creatures of the sea, she might be the most terrifying of them all.7 to 12 Fic

Suspense 
fiction,Horror 
fiction 2025 292 pages

St. Martin's 
Press [ Scuba divingc650v2nile fiction.,  Treasure troves. Juvenile fiction.,  Supernatural. Juvenile fiction.,  Friendship. Juvenile fiction.,  Scuba diving. Fiction.,  Buried treasure. Fiction.,  Supernatural. Fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Australia. Juvenile fiction.,  Australia. Fiction.]3

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, School Library 
Journal Starred Review, 
Kirkus Reviews

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 03/01/25, Starred Review Treasure, dead bodies, and cursed underwater caves st a few of the hidden dangers of deep-sea diving. Phoebe and her best friends, the Salt Squad, are halfway around the world from their home in Key West as they document their dive off the coast of Marimont Island; this is their last hurrah before college tears them apart. However, after Phoebe discovers a breathtaking underwater cave, it appears that the force actually destined to tear the Salt Squad apart is the curse that lurks in the deep. Vivid descriptions of both the sea life and the surreal experience of being far below the waves create such an intense appreciation for the natural, alluring danger inherent in diving that the appearance of the curse seems logical, rather than fantastical. The tension is airtight throughout, with the artful combination of both a present-day narrative and flashbacks to the night months earlier that cracked the Salt Squad's foundation, building anticipation for a paired reveal. Each character has a depth rarely found in YA thrillers, which manufactures a compulsive narrative that is both plot- and character-driven. Even striving readers will find it difficult to pause their journey with Phoebe and the Salt Squad through the beautiful, deadly ocean around Marimont.

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up— Phoebe, nicknamed Phibs by her friends, has lived in Boca Chica Key, FL, with her grandmother since her mother mysteriously disappeared. She's always felt connected to the ocean, is an expert diver and underwater photographer, and seems to possess a sixth sense about the underwater world. She often feels out of place among her wealthier Key West friends, but her unique gift brings them unexpected social media fame, leading to a dream dive trip to Marimont, off the coast of Australia. This trip offers Phibs a chance to spend a final, glorious summer with her friends, including Gabe, whom she secretly hopes will become more than a friend. On a dive in Marimont, Phibs feels the ocean calling her to explore a crack she sees in the seabed, which leads to a magnificent underwater cave. It's like nothing she's ever seen, but Phibs and her friends soon learn some things are best left undisturbed. The story unfolds through alternating time lines, weaving together present-day events with flashbacks that reveal details about what happened to the group before Marimont. This narrative technique, paired with an engaging writing style and some shocking twists and turns, is sure to thrill. Romance, mystery, horror, adventure, treasure hunting, and a love letter to diving all combine to make this a compelling read. Fans of The Outer Banks will find themselves hooked from the first page. VERDICT A refreshing, original debut, this book is a must-have addition to any YA collection.— Mandy Laferriere

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A group of scuba-diving friends from the Florida Keys go on an adventure after high school graduationâ��but it may be their lastPhoebe â��Phibsâ�� Ray is a natural underwater. Her instincts have led her not only to befriend the Salt Squad, her crew of dive shop pals, but also to discover historic gold coins. The Salt Squadâ��Phibs, Lani, Isabel, Gabe, and Gabe’s twin, Willâ��have gone viral on social media thanks to Phibs’ find and her photos and videos of their dives. Over this last summer before they embark on different paths, the teens decide to go to Australia. Phibs, who knows nothing about her father and whose mother abandoned her, lives with her grandmother, and unlike her rich, college-bound friends, she isn’t excited about her future: staying home and caring for Gram. But she’s looking forward to this trip to a remote atoll off the coast of Western Australia, not least because she’ll get to spend time with dark-skinned Gabe, her crush (most other characters present white). Their destination is also the subject of gruesome, creepy stories about a mysterious, treasure-filled cave. Alternating timelines slowly and effectively reveal the Salt Squad’s shared secret and the truth about Phibs’ past. Phibs is a compellingly strong, nuanced lead, and her romantic scenes with Gabe are steamy. The book, which delves into environmental themes, ultimately reaches a conclusion that’s unusual and effective.Â A deep-sea adventure that snappily blends mystery and romance with social themes.(Thriller. 14-18)

 Gr 8 Up Ages 14-18 No No

375106 Seagarden Barry, Michelle A. 1-645-95129-4 978-1-645-95129-2 <b>Forced to hide her new-found magic or risk imprisonment or worse, Myra enrolls in an interplanetary academy exchange program to dig up more about the government&rsquo;s many conspiracies, but instead uproots even darker secrets that could drown everything she&rsquo;s grown to trust. The second book in the searing STEAM-inspired Plotting the Stars middle grade series perfect for fans of <i>The City of Ember</i> and <i>Divergent</i>.</b><br><br><i>Revolution is watered with sweat and tears.</i><br><br>As Myra Hodger begins her second year at the elite Scientific Lunar Academy of Magic, she should be happy. Her days of faking Number Whisperer magic are over, and she has friends she can trust with the secret of her Botan abilities. But that doesn&rsquo;t mean she&rsquo;s through pretending to be someone she&rsquo;s not. Mourning Bernie and the incredible Moongarden they cultivated together, she feels like she&rsquo;s losing herself just when she found the thing that made her feel whole. She&rsquo;s given a seed of hope when she runs into a teen Rep in the hallway who looks eerily familiar. But irritable Bernard, controlled by his Rep implant, is nothing like her beloved Bernie.<br><br>With the continuing interplanetary food crisis conspiracy, an anonymous tip about a community of free Reps who might be able to help save Bernard, and the hunt for more information about what really happened to the banished Botans, all routes seem to point to Venus, and an exchange program with the Vesuvian Academy of Magical Arts might provide Myra and her friends the cover they need to unearth the answers they seek.<br><br>Or it might widen the cracks already forming among them, releasing a flood of consequences that could wash away all they&rsquo;ve worked so hard to grow.<br><br>The second book in the Plotting the Stars series, <i>Seagarden</i> blossoms with unexpected twists and heartbreaking revelations, underpinned by climate change warnings and a determination to fight against the status quo.5 to 9
Plotting the 
Stars Fic Science fiction 2023 376 pages

Candlewick 
Press [ Magic. Fiction.,  Schools. Fiction.,  Student exchange programs. Fiction.,  Gardens. Fiction.,  Food supply. Fiction.,  Conspiracies. Fiction.,  Venus (Planet). Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A 13-year-old pursues adventureâ��and finds dangerâ��on Venus.Following the events of Moongarden (2022), Myra, now a second-year student at the Scientific Lunar Academy of Magic, goes with friends to the Venusian Academy of Magical Arts as an exchange student. It’s an opportunity to follow up on her missing friend, Hannah, and perhaps to discover how the clones known as Repetitions are being stopped from using their magic. The new school is a revelatory experience. The students at V.A.M.A. use their Creers to create art using principles of math, chemistry, and electricity. Myra’s own Creer combination of botanical prowess and magic blooms unexpectedly on Venus when seeds she rescued from the moongarden’s plants get spilled into the artificial sea surrounding the school. Noah, a classmate whose Creer lies in the culinary arts, assists her in nurturing and guarding the resulting garden. In these planetary colonies, most characters are cued white, but a few, including Noah, are described as having dark skin; race holds no significance. Myra struggles with feeling like an outsider as her lunar friends find new friends on Venus, while her pursuit of corporate cover-ups around food production creates larger, more dangerous challenges. The satisfying cliffhanger of an ending to this second book in the series will leave readers eager for the next installment.Richly imagined and excitingly paced. (Science fiction. 9-14)

 Ages 9-14 No No

342417 Moongarden Barry, Michelle 1-645-95126-X 978-1-645-95126-1 <b><i>"Moongarden </i>blooms with heart and adventure. A stellar update of <i>The Secret Garden</i>, woven with a little science fiction, a lot of magic, a vibrant heroine, and a plucky robot sidekick to rival R2-D2."&nbsp;&mdash;Victoria Aveyard, <i>New York Times </i>bestselling author of <i>Red Queen</i><br> <br><i>The Secret Garden</i> meets <i>The City of Ember. </i>Failed climate change policy, an intergalactic conspiracy, and the magical, unlikely heroine who could unearth it all. An explosive STEAM-inspired series starter perfect for young change makers.</b><br><br>Centuries ago, Earth&rsquo;s plants turned deadly, and humanity took to space to cultivate new homes. Myra Hodger is in her first year at an elite school on the Moon, and she&rsquo;s crumbling under the pressure. She doesn&rsquo;t fit in and, worse, the tattoos that signal her Number Whisperer magic aren&rsquo;t developing. In her heart, she knows she doesn&rsquo;t have a Creer, and soon everyone else will, too.<br><br>Wandering the halls while cutting class, she discovers a secret lab hidden behind one of the unused classrooms and, beyond that, a secret garden overflowing with plants. Dangerous toxic plants.<br><br>As she learns more about the garden, Myra begins to wonder if she does have a Creer after all&mdash;one that died out when the Earth did. One that could help solve the food shortages the government doesn&rsquo;t want anyone to know about.<br><br>Re-envisioning <i>The Secret Garden </i>for a new generation, <i>Moongarden </i>weaves together STEAM themes and intense social pressures in a stunning series starter, and introduces a dynamic heroine who might just grow a revolution.<br><br> <br><b>Named to the Texas Lone Star Reading List</b><br><b>Nominated for the Connecticut Nutmeg Book Award! </b><br><b>An Indiana Young Hoosiers Book Award Nominee </b><br><b>Named to Read Aloud Indiana Middle Grade List</b><br><b>Named to the Great Words Great Books List (Official Book List of the Scripps National Spelling Bee)</b>5 to 9
Plotting the 
Stars Fic Science fiction 2022 361 pages

Candlewick 
Press [ Magic. Fiction.,  Gardens. Fiction.,  Poisonous plants. Fiction.,  Conspiracies. Fiction.,  Schools. Fiction.,  Moon. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, It’s 2448, and Myra discovers that the world of plants and growing things might exist outside of history texts.Twelve-year-old Myra Hodger is a struggling first-year student at the exclusive Scientific Lunar Academy of Magic, where students begin Creers in science, technology, and the magic that accompanies them. The calling of an individual’s Creer is reflected in Inscriptions that appear on the skin. Myra’s parents are well-known Number Whisperers, mathematicians whose passion distracts them from Myra’s growing awareness and worry that math is not her Creer; she has yet to see any sign of mathematical formulas appear on her skin. When Myra’s exploration of the school during one of her frequent hours of class-cutting reveals an astonishing hidden garden, she is drawn to the plants growing there in a profound way. But plants are now forbiddenâ��billions of people died during a worldwide toxic mutation of plants on the Old Worldâ��Earth. The survivors live in settlements on several planets, and food is manufactured according to formulas that are now malfunctioning. Debut author Barry smoothly incorporates contemporaryâ��and perhaps perennialâ��issues of elite education, pressure to succeed, corporate corruption, class divides, systemic prejudice, and environmental depredation while delivering a boarding school story in a believable off-world setting. Most characters read White.Nicely realized, intriguingly complex, and well set up for sequels. (Science fiction. 9-14)

 Ages 9-14 No No

394205 Ashgarden Barry, Michelle A. 1-645-95132-4 978-1-645-95132-2 After crash landing on what they thought was an uninhabitable Earth, Myra, Hannah, and Bernard discover that the planet is populated by Botans, while back on Venus, Canter and Lila work with an insider to expose treachery and prevent disaster.5 to 9
Plotting the 
Stars Fic Science fiction 2024 408 pages

Candlewick 
Press [ Conspiracies. Fiction.,  Government, Resistance to. Fiction.,  Magic. Fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Science fiction.,  Resistance to government. Fiction.,  Earth. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, In this third series installment, Myra and Canter return to the MoonMyra, Hannah, and Bernard, who have been exiled to the Old World, learn what life has been like there for centuries. Meanwhile, the Botans, including Canter’s mother, Fiona, the original creator of the moongarden, live in close harmony with plants and have formulated a serum that’s effective against the Old World’s toxins. But weather-wielding adepts called Meteorons inflict violence on the Botans, whom they resent. Alternate chapters focus on Canter’s life on Venus, where he and Lila befriend Eli, a younger, nonmagical mechanical prodigy. Canter’s father also tries to reconcile with his son and thwart the insidious ambitions of Jake Melfin, who has a monopoly on food resources for the Settlements. Barry excels in demonstrating the parallels between and intersections of magic and technology and magic and skill. â��If you love what you do and you’re good at it, that’s what counts,â�� Myra observes, emphasizing that magic isn’t the only route to accomplishment. This theme is demonstrated in the ways that the Botans work with plants to facilitate building, communication, and transportation, while Eli has an innate, hands-on understanding of electronics. A constant, intriguing underlying element threaded through this densely packed narrative is the exploration of the bridges that magic and technology provide for each other and the imaginative and practical possibilities they open.A strong, satisfying conclusion that will please series fans.(Science fiction. 9-14)

 Ages 9-14 No No

109827 Young Elites Lu, Marie 0-14-751168-2 978-0-14-751168-3 978-0-605-90811-6 Scarred and cast out after surviving the blood plague, Adelina finds a place for herself among the Young Elites, who use their magic to advocate on behalf of young innocents, and who are targeted by the soldiers of the Inquisition Axis.7 to 12
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Starred Review ALA Booklist, 09/01/14, Starred Review Adelina Amouteru is a walking wound. A deadly fever has ravaged her country, killing many and leaving others marked in strange and dangerous ways. Adelina is a survivor who carries two marks: once-black hair has turned silver, and her left eye is gone. Known as malfettos, those scarred by the disease are considered bad luck, even dangerous. There are rumors that some survivors have magical abilities, and after a dark confrontation with her power-hungry father, Adelina discovers that the fever may have left her with more than scars after all. Thrust into a group of rebel malfettos, the Young Elites, Adelina realizes the extent of her latent powers. Those familiar with Lu's wildly popular Legend series will recognize the author's propensity to include multiple perspectives, and here those viewpoints include other members of the Young Elites and their rebel leader, as well as the queen's Inquisitor, who is hunting them all. Still, this is Adelina's tale. Part bildungsroman, part origin story, this explores the idea that what damages you gives you strength, but often with a price. Lu's careful world building does slow the plot, but the result is that Adelina's Italianesque culture is believable, and the story leads to a whopper of a finale d an even more intriguing epilogue. Fans of Legend or not, readers should prepare to be captivated d to look forward to a continuation of the Young Elites series. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: A national author tour and promotions at BEA and Comic-Con will help start the buzz for this author, who has already proven she can draw a crowd.

 Horn Book, Date Unavailable, In the island kingdom of Kenettra, Adelina is a malfetto, one of the few who survived a blood fever to emerge with otherworldly abilities. Adelina is rescued from the Inquisition by a band of malfettos serving dispossessed crown prince Enzo. Lu's vision of gifted young outcasts is a dark one; several hard-hitting twists will shock readers in this series-opener likely to be a hit.

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up— A rollicking series opener from the author of the "Legend" series (Putnam). Imagine surviving a plague of fever, only to be marked as an abomination by your countrymen. Most survivors of the sickness that vanquished thousands in this alternative medieval world possess a strange and unique marking, whether it be a facial coloring, oddly tinged hair, or, in Adelina's case, a missing eye. Called malfettos , some are endowed with magical gifts that enable them to control wind, fire, earth, and even humans. All Adelina has ever wanted is to feel accepted and loved, but she's ignored by her father, and her sister doesn't have the power to save her. When the teen escapes an unwanted proposal, she unwittingly becomes a member of the Dagger Society, an Elite group of malfettos bent on using their supernatural abilities to escape the Inquisition's genocide and place their leader, Enzo, on the throne of Kenettra. Adelina struggles with an increasing distrust of Enzo, her fellow Elites, and herself, all while learning how to control her powers of illusion and disillusion. Lu seamlessly melds an unforgettable and intoxicating historical fantasy narrative with a strong female protagonist that grapples with an issue experienced by all young adults—acceptance of one's self. Well written, fast paced without being confusing, and enjoyable enough for teens, reluctant readers, and even adults. Brimming with engaging battles—physical and emotional—and meticulous backdrops, Lu's new series will be a surefire hit with old and new fans alike.— Amanda C. Buschmann, Atascocita Middle School, Humble, TX

 Voice of Youth Advocates, Date Unavailable, Disease ravaged the land, leaving its mark behind on children. Scars and markings only scratch the surface of what was left behind. Some of the once-infected have developed special abilities, making them the Young Elites. The government wants to do away with these cursed teens by rounding them up and executing them for being abominations. Adelina Amouteru discovers that she is special as she tries to run away from her father and his plans to make her the mistress of a powerful man. She kills her father with apparitions she creates in her mind. She has never been able to do this before. The guards find her as she tries to flee from the scene of the murder. Right before Adelina is excuted, she is rescued by a band of Young Elites. They are bent on saving all teens with powers and overthrowing the harsh government that would see them all killed.Lu weaves her magic across the page as she unfolds the story of Adelina and the Young Elites. Nothing is as it is expected. This is good-versus-evil right on par with Marvel and the mutant X-men. The dystopian world leaves little hope for those that are different. The Young Elites shows that different does not have to be bad, but it can be scary. Adelina's power scares her family and the Young Elites are worried that she could destroy them all.Barbara Allen.

 Gr 8 Up No No

379807 Grandest Game Barnes, Jennifer Lynn 0-316-48101-7 978-0-316-48101-4 "Players compete for millions in a game of riddles orchestrated by Avery and the Hawthorne brothers, but not everyone is playing by the rules"-- cProvided by publisher.7 to 12
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Little, Brown & 
Co. [ Contests. Fiction.,  Puzzles. Fiction.,  Riddles. Fiction.,  Brothers. Fiction.]3

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 12/06/24, Like the crack of a starter pistol, this thrilling series opener set in the world of the Inheritance Games thrusts competitors into the Grandest Game, an unpredictable, cutthroat, and life-changing contestAvery Grambs, heir to Tobias Hawthorne’s fortune, and the Hawthorne brothers, Tobias’ grandsons, invite seven challengers to gather on a remote private island to compete in the second annual contestâ��this time with $26 million at stake. Gigi, Lyra, Rohan, Brady, Knox, Savannah, and Odette, each of whom is determined to win at all costs, travel to Hawthorne Island. Naturally, the money is a draw, but the players also have personal motivations. This year’s competition has a surprise twist: The players will be divided into teams and forced to work with their rivals in order to progress. With the deadline only about 12 hours away, the clock is ticking. Each player’s secrets are revealed and their relationships are tested as they race to solve the puzzles and escape the mansion before dawn. In this entry, Barnes recalls the magic of her original series, extending the excitement with inventive plot twists, compelling romantic tension, and fresh mysteries. Snappy, clever dialogue and memorable, well-drawn characters strengthen the work. The author also explores weighty social, economic, and mental health issues, imbuing the games with gravitas. Most protagonists present white; Brady is cued Black, Odette reads Latine, and brown-skinned Rohan’s name signals South Asian heritage.A fast-paced, high-stakes page-turner that’s sure to please new and returning fans alike.(Thriller. 14-18)

 Publishers Weekly, 05/13/24, Sequestered contestants vie for millions in this fiendishly clever thriller, the first in a spinoff series from Barnes’s Inheritance Games saga. After a sprawling inaugural event, the second annual Grandest Game—a “mind-twisting” competition run by Tobias Hawthorne’s four grandsons and Avery Grambs, the teen who inherited the eccentric billionaire’s fortune—promises to be a more intimate affair. While cloistered on a private island, eight individuals must race against the clock—and one another—to solve increasingly elaborate puzzles. Contenders include 18-year-old Gigi, who wants to outdo her accomplished twin; 19-year-old Lyra, who needs money for college; 19-year-old Rohan, who requires cash to take over an exclusive, influential gambling club; and Hawthorne grandson Grayson, who was tricked into participating. Many players have secrets. Some have diabolical intent. All will do whatever it takes to win. Barnes’s kaleidoscopic third-person narrative rapidly cycles between Gigi, Lyra, and Rohan, amplifying tension and creating drive. Familiarity with the previous books will lend resonance to certain plot and character developments, but baffling brainteasers, flagrant flirtation, and witty repartee earn the sustained interest of readers old and new. The cast is ethnically diverse. Ages 12–up. Agent: Elizabeth Harding, Curtis Brown. (July)

 No No

403212 Glorious Rivals Barnes, Jennifer Lynn 0-316-48131-9 978-0-316-48131-1 "Players move into the next round of the Grandest Game, where millions of dollars in prize money are on the line-and new relationships, motivations, and threats come to light"-- cProvided by publisher.7 to 12
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Mystery fiction,
Love stories 2025 417 pages

Little, Brown & 
Co. [ Contests. Fiction.,  Puzzles. Fiction.,  Riddles. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Romantic and familial bonds are strained as the next phase of the Grandest Game commences with Grayson, Lyra, Savannah, Rohan, and Brady competing for the winPicking up directly from the events of the last book, this sequel toThe Grandest Game (2024) hits the ground running. As the competitors race to the finish line, newfound allies and dueling loyalties are tested, especially as the final five weigh the possibilities of their budding connections against their own complex motivations, which include power, money, settling scores, uncovering the truth about the past, and protecting loved ones. Complicating the competition are unknown outside forcesâ��people with ulterior motives who continue to try to influence the outcome. Under the watchful eyes of their hosts, the Hawthorne brothers, and the heiress Avery Grambs, the contestants navigate an increasingly dangerous and high-stakes game that’s powered by machinations beyond their understanding or control. Despite a dark throughline of family secrets, grief, and revenge, the story is brought to life through alternating points of view and lightened by Barnes’ signature humor and witticisms. Readers will love working out the next puzzle alongside the characters as each action-packed chapter provides new clues, red herrings, and a tangled web of mysteries and motivations. The first book coded most main characters as white, and cued Rohan as South Asian and Brady as Black.An absorbing sequel that revives the thrills of its predecessor while hooking readers for the next entry.(Thriller. 14-18)

 Ages 14-18 No No
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57580
Prisoner of Cell 

25 Evans, Richard Paul 1-442-46812-2 978-1-442-46812-2 978-0-605-52728-7 Michael Vey, a fourteen-year old who has Tourette's syndrome and special electric powers, finds there are others like him, and must rely on his powers to save himself and the others from a diabolical group seeking to control them.5 to 9 Michael Vey Fic
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ALA Booklist, Date Unavailable, Hang onto your socks! Evans' new teen book is a high-voltage ride that cranks up early and surges to a wild finish, setting up sequels to come. Fourteen-year-old Michael Vey tries to stay under the radar, but his small stature and Tourette's syndrome make him a target of bullies, and he has serious reasons to keep from losing his temper. Michael has dangerous powers. He can produce electrical shocks, and this power is getting stronger all the time. Only Michael's mother and his best friend, Ostin, know the truth, until Michael discovers that a lovely classmate, Taylor, also has strange electrically based powers. Forming the Electroclan, the two supernatural teens begin to investigate their pasts and discover a strange connection, but their research brings them to the attention of powerful men set on world domination. The highly charged plot generates a crackling pace, and the main characters are likable and compelling. It is best not to examine the world-building too closely, and the dialogue, especially in the final battle scenes, is melodramatic. Still, many readers will overlook these points as they are caught in the flow of this sizzling story.

 Horn Book, 04/01/12, Michael and Taylor discover they have inexplicable powers of electricity. They enlist the help of their hyperintelligent friend Ostin to investigate their origins. But when Michael's mother and Taylor are kidnapped, Michael and Ostin must travel to California to confront the ominous organization that's seemingly behind everything. The story line is standard for the genre, but well-developed characters elevate it.

 Publishers Weekly, 08/15/11, Evans (The Christmas Box) enters the YA market with this fast-paced, if predictable tale of a teenager with superpowers and the conspiracy that created him. Years ago, a medical equipment accident killed dozens of newborns and left 17of them with assorted "electrical powers." In present-day Idaho, 14-year-old misfit Michael Vey, who can create electricity and has Tourette's syndrome, is one of the last two living outside of Pasadena. Coincidentally, the other "electric child" is Michael's crush, cute cheerleader, Taylor who is able to mentally "reset" people's brains. When a mysterious organization called Elgen kidnaps Taylor as well as Michael's mother, Michael, his best friend Ostin, and a pair of school bullies venture on a cross-country trip to rescue them. Taylor, meanwhile, learns that Elgen is just as dastardly an organization as she'd feared. Evans delivers a pair of believable lead characters-Taylor has wits and personal integrity, while Michael's Tourette's syndrome, coupled with an emotional jolt from his past, adds dimension-but generic dialogue and lackluster villains result in a by-the-numbers thriller. Ages 12-up. (Aug.)

 Ages 12-up No No

406164 Hidden Strings Mist, K. J. 1-631-63940-4 978-1-631-63940-1

Fourteen-year-old Tessa has always loved her grandmother�s family fun park. Once a dazzling display of roadside attractions, highlighted by her grandmother�s puppet show, the park is now struggling after her parents inherited it. This might be the park�s last summer. Tessa, missing her grandmother, can�t bring herself to take over the puppet show, no matter how many times her parents ask.
 
Luckily, a strange traveling puppeteer offers to do the show for free, which might save the park from ruin. Liza captivates her nightly audiences with tales of ghosts, monsters, and witches. She is magnetic and mesmerizing�a master storyteller�but her sharp gaze often sends chills crawling over Tessa�s skin.
 
When children begin disappearing from the park and adults seem to fall under some kind of spell, Tessa goes undercover as the puppeteer�s apprentice to investigate. But when a friend goes missing, she must untangle a web of lies and magic in time to save them all. That�s not so easy when someone else is pulling your strings.
 
Characterized by exciting, fast-paced plots and age-appropriate themes, Harbor�s Hi-Lo books are both engaging and easy to read. Short chapters, simple sentence structures, and an accessible format make these books perfect for tween reluctant readers. Harbor books are written at a 2nd- to 3rd-grade reading level with an interest level of ages 10 and up.5 to 9 Harbor Fic Horror fiction 2026 159 pages Jolly Fish Press [ Horror stories.,  Marionettes. Fiction.,  Grief. Fiction.,  Horror fiction.,  Puppets and puppet plays. Fiction.]1 Publishers Weekly

Publishers Weekly, 05/26/25, Tessa, 14, spends every summer helping her parents run their Texas roadside park and RV campground. But this is the first summer since the death of her grandmother, a professional puppeteer. Tessa isn’t sure how to feel about the park’s new puppeteering storyteller, Liza, who likes to tell scary tales, something Nana forbade when she was alive. Despite herself, Tessa finds that she loves Liza’s stories, even if it feels like a betrayal to Nana. Tessa soon befriends visiting twins Gabe and Reya, but when the trio try to include Liza’s aloof foster son, Mason, he rebuffs their advances. Then six-year-old Beth, a camper, vanishes. At the same time, Liza obtains a new puppet that looks exactly like the missing child, prompting Tessa, Gabe, and Reya to investigate Beth’s disappearance and Liza and Mason’s origins. Liza’s stories punctuate the narrative, injecting unique new twists and layers into the novel’s linear progression. Straightforward, easy-to-digest prose ensures that the thrills, while exciting, are never too frightening in Mist’s cohesive hi-lo mystery horror novel. Most characters read as white; the twins have dark hair and dark eyes. Ages 7–9. (Aug.)

 No No

411042 House Saphir Meyer, Marissa 1-250-32095-X 978-1-250-32095-7 The "Queen of Fairytale Retellings" is back! #1 New York Times bestselling author Marissa Meyer weaves the tale of Bluebeard as it's never been told before. This is a thrilling romantasy and murder mystery, perfect for fans Meyer's Cinder and Heartless . Mallory Fontaine is a fraud. Though she comes from a long line of witches, the only magic she possesses is the ability to see ghosts, which is rarely as useful as one would think. She and her sister have maintained the family business, eking out a paltry living by selling bogus spells to gullible buyers and conducting tours of the infamous mansion where the first of the Saphir murders took place. Mallory is a self-proclaimed expert on Count Bastien Saphir--otherwise known as Monsieur Le Bleu--who brutally killed three of his wives more than a century ago. But she never expected to meet Bastien's great-great grandson and heir to the Saphir estate. Armand is handsome, wealthy, and convinced that the Fontaine Sisters are as talented as they claim. The perfect mark. When he offers Mallory a large sum of money to rid his ancestral home of Le Bleu's ghost, she can't resist. A paid vacation at Armand's country manor? It's practically a dream come true, never mind the ghosts of murdered wives and the monsters that are as common as household pests. But when murder again comes to the House Saphir, Mallory finds herself at the center of the investigation--and she is almost certain the killer is mortal. If she has any hope of cashing in on the payment she was promised, she'll have to solve the murder and banish the ghost, all while upholding the illusion of witchcraft. But that all sounds relatively easy compared to her biggest challenge: learning to trust her heart. Especially when the person her heart wants the most might be a murderer himself.9 to 12 Fic
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Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 06/01/25, A girl who can see ghosts takes on a deadly challengeEveryone knows the tale: Wealthy Count Bastien Saphir, aka Monsieur Le Bleu, married and murdered three unsuspecting women before the fourth got away. They say Le Bleu was still laughing as his last wife’s brothers cut off his head. A century later, Mallory Fontaine gives tours of House Saphir and knows more than anyone about the family and their history. Count Armand Saphir, heir to the estate, seeks out Mallory and her elder sister, AnaÃ¯s, to assist at the family’s country estate, where Le Bleu’s ghost has returned to threaten the inhabitants. Armand hopes that the Fontaine family’s reputation as gifted witches means they can aid in this exorcism. Unfortunately, the sisters aren’t entirely truthful about their magical talents; their mother was renowned for her elixirs and talismans, but Mallory and AnaÃ¯s don’t possess her powers and make a living selling fake charms and spells. Still, Mallory agrees, betting on her legitimate ability to talk to ghosts and her affinity with the macabre. But as the gory sacrifices add up, it seems there may be more than a ghost that’s haunting the estate. Meyer takes the classic French folktale â��Bluebeardâ�� and expertly sprinkles in ghosts and otherworldly creatures to create an eerie tale with a side of steamy romance. The characters are full-bodied, possessing either winsome or terrifying auras, while the setting beautifully conveys a bewitching ambiance. Mallory and Armand present white.Bloody brilliant! (guide to monsters)(Supernatural mystery. 14-18)

 ALA Booklist, 10/01/25, The Fontaine Sisters are witches, but only minor talents e best they can do is speak to ghosts. Younger sister Mallory has parlayed this into a side hustle, selling false spells and taking townspeople and tourists on tours of the original home of Bastien Saphir, who killed three of his wives. When Bastien's heir, Armand, seeks out Mallory to exorcise the ghost of Monsieur Le Bleu from his country estate, she can't resist, and she certainly can't turn down the large sum of money Armand is offering. Though she intends to defraud Armand and run away with his money, she changes her mind when she visits the haunted chateau and meets the vicious ghost. The stakes of her con change further when there's a murder and signs point to the handsome Armand as the killer. Can Mallory truly rid the home of the violent ghosts and monsters, and more importantly, can she trust Armand? This spirited retelling of the Bluebeard myth is full of slight scares and an undercurrent of humor (Saphir's first wife, Triphine, is hilarious as a ghost).HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Meyer has been a commercial success in every genre she's tried (especially fairy tale retellings), and this is no exception.

 Publishers Weekly, 08/18/25, Teen charlatans battle a sinister specter in this rollicking “Bluebeard” reimagining. Unlike their mother, Mallory and Anaïs Fontaine can’t wield the magic necessary to cast spells. Everybody in the city of Morant assumes otherwise, though, so after their mother dies, the girls begin peddling counterfeit wares from the family’s potions-and-charms shop. Additionally, Mallory—who can see and communicate with spirits—commences unsanctioned tours of the now-abandoned mansion where the infamous count Bastien Saphir killed his first wife before leaving town for the country with their child. When Bastien’s great-great-grandson, Armand, comes calling, Mallory worries he’ll expose her; instead, he solicits her and Anaïs’s help in exorcising apparitions from Bastien’s rural estate. Armand informs them that, following Bastien’s murder of two other wives, he was killed by his fourth wife’s brothers. Now all three specters haunt the estate, and Bastien’s malevolent and increasingly powerful spirit has started attracting even more sinister paranormal terrors. Though the magic-less sisters know they can’t actually perform an exorcism, stringing Armand along should prove profitable—assuming they survive the ordeal. Despite kitschy, underdeveloped worldbuilding by Meyer (With a Little Luck), wisecracking ghosts, witty third-person narration, and feisty, funny heroines amply entertain. Shocking twists confound, while Armand and Mallory’s flirtation adds fizz. Main characters cue as white. Ages 14–up. Agent: Jill Grinberg, Jill Grinberg Literary. (Nov.)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up— The Fontaine sisters are not just master witches; they are the leading experts on the Saphir murders. At least, that's what Mallory tells the clients they fleece. Conning unwitting tourists by illegally giving ghost tours of the famous, abandoned mansion that once was home to Count Bastien Saphir, Mallory and her rigged frights are enough to provide a (somewhat holey) roof over her and her sister's heads. But when the killer count's great-great-grandson shows up, seeking her help to rid his estate of his ancestor's spectral victims, Mallory might be in over her head. This plot-driven, gothic fantasy is a perfect autumnal read. The murderous dark elements are well-balanced with plenty of humorous moments. While the secondary characters do not have depth, it is easy to root for Mallory as she fights both ghosts and her budding attraction to Armand, the Saphir heir. Although readers may find a few plot points convenient, the breakneck pacing of the novel's climax makes this easy to overlook. This has a wholly satisfying ending and just enough left open that readers will be wishing for a sequel. VERDICT Meyer fans and new readers alike will find much to love in this spooky, atmospheric read. A welcome addition to any library collection.— Elisha Sheffer

 Gr 7 Up No No

382280
On the Bright 

Side Sortino, Anna 0-593-69786-3 978-0-593-69786-3 When eighteen-year-old Ellie's Deaf boarding school shuts down, she attends a public high school where she struggles to adjust. Then, she finds an ally in Jackson, a soccer player going through a disability diagnosis of his own.7 to 12 Fic Love stories 2024 305 pages Penguin [ Deaf. Fiction.,  Multiple sclerosis. Fiction.,  People with disabilities. Fiction.,  Adjustment. Fiction.,  High schools. Fiction.,  Schools. Fiction.,  Romance stories.,  School stories.,  Romance fiction.]4

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal Starred Review, 
Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Two teens find each other while dealing with disability and ableism.Ellie, an 18-year-old Deaf girl, must move back in with her family when her residential Deaf school closes. Now she faces the ableism of her public school classmates, an unprofessional and incompetent interpreter, and living with her hearing (and prejudiced) family members, who don’t understand how to respect her Deafness. Jackson is another senior at Amber High. He’s a disgraced soccer star who cost his team the state championship when he unexpectedly collapsed on the pitch. His dad has dangerously high expectations for him, both in athletics and in life, and his mom thinks everything can be cured with alternative medicine, including Jackson’s mysterious and worsening symptoms. One thing Ellie and Jackson do have is each other. This story is, most simply put, a sweet, well-written romance with just a touch of drama for excitement. The book never feels preachy or lags narratively in the interest of didacticism, yet it also tells a meaningful story about ableism, audism, and self-determination. Readers will pick it up for the plot, but some will come away validated in their own experiences of disability; some will leave with more knowledge and awareness of ableism. That said, what the characters go through avoids any whiff of exploitative â��inspiration,â�� and the story leaves plenty of room for Sortino to explore differing experiences of disability. Ellie and Jackson read white.A skillfully executed, nuanced, and engaging book. (language note, author’s note) (Fiction. 12-18)

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up —Sortino's sophomore novel is a brilliantly honest romance with two teens learning how to handle surprising life changes. With budget cuts closing Ellie's school for the Deaf, she is forced to enroll in her hometown's public high school for senior year. Being the only Deaf student creates new struggles, the least of which is dealing with her school guide Jackson. Jackson is the all-around nice guy student athlete; however, he's recently been thrown off-balance by unexplained health issues, and showing Ellie around school is an unanticipated addition to his daily schedule. Feeling a little lost and disconnected, Ellie and Jackson find understanding and community as connecting with each other leads to some very important discoveries. Sortino, who is Deaf and also lives with multiple sclerosis, positively translates Ellie and Jackson's individual struggles and triumphs with each of their disabilities (Jackson is diagnosed with MS during the story). The candid internal struggles enrich the characters' growth as readers see differing experiences within the vast disability community. The sweet romance between Ellie and Jackson is built on trust and healthy communication as their interactions open up a dialogue for readers who have been pushed aside or ignored in our often ableist society. Ellie and Jackson are cued white. VERDICT An earnest romance that strikes the perfect balance of hope and resilience while challenging readers to consider a world outside of their own. Purchase this title.—Emily Walker

 Publishers Weekly, 04/29/24, When Ellie Egan’s Deaf boarding school closes, it means she’ll have to move home to Cincinnati, where she’ll be forced to complete her senior year at Amber High as the only Deaf student. It starts out poorly: one of Ellie’s interpreters continually misrepresents what Ellie is saying, leading to an emotional outburst that sparks rumors that Ellie is “pretending to be deaf.” Meanwhile, Jackson Messina doesn’t understand the constant numbness in his legs or why he’s feeling so fatigued. Following a disastrous outcome at his last soccer match, he’s been avoiding his team, who are still angry. Asked to give the new student a school tour, Jackson agrees but fumbles when he realizes she’s Deaf. However, Ellie’s prickly personality intrigues Jackson, and he begins teaching himself ASL. Via Jackson and Ellie’s alternating perspectives, Sortino (Give Me a Sign) details Jackson’s health challenges and Ellie’s conflicts at home taking downward spirals, which leave the teens wondering if they’re better off alone. The pair’s sweet courtship leans into missteps and aching human moments in this empathetic romance that intricately depicts Deaf and disabled experiences. Protagonists cue as white. Ages 12–up. Agent: Kari Sutherland, KT Literary. (July)

 Gr 8 Up No No

389271 Boy 2.0 Baptiste, Tracey 1-643-75381-9 978-1-643-75381-2 When thirteen-year-old African American Coal discovers he can turn invisible, he searches for answers about his past with the help of his friends and his new foster family.5 to 9 Boy 2.0 Fic Science fiction 2024 293 pages
Workman Pub. 
Co. [ Ability. Fiction.,  Invisibility. Fiction.,  Superheroes. Fiction.,  Foster children. Fiction.,  African Americans. Fiction.]6

Starred Review for Horn 
Book, School Library 
Journal Starred Review, 
ALA Booklist, Horn Book, 
Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 5–8— A thrilling superhero origin story. Win "Coal" Keegan, 13, has just been placed in a new foster home and he takes a walk through the neighborhood to scout locations for his chalk art. A neighbor fires a gun at him and he is chased by the police. Coal is terrified; his fear triggers a family gift and Coal's skin becomes invisible. In his search for the cause behind his newfound power, Coal catches the attention of Mirror Tech Industries and must find his answers before they find him. The McKay kids, his new foster siblings, are quick to rally around Coal as he learns more about his new ability. Friendships new and old bring the perfect amount of levity and humor to a highly suspenseful story. Although this is a superhero tale, Baptiste beautifully weaves in a variety of significant topics like racial justice, science, and mindfulness. The villains' search for Coal resolves itself very quickly at the end, but hopefully the origin story here paves the way for future adventures. Coal and the McKays are cued Black and most other characters are racially ambiguous. VERDICT This is sure to be a hit with fans of the X-Men franchise, but Baptiste's inclusion of real-world topics is the story's true superpower.— Maria Martin

 ALA Booklist, 09/01/24, Understated at the start, Win "Coal" Keegan is transported from one foster home to another. After living in a home with only a single foster parent, Coal is overwhelmed by the McKays' bustling household of five. Though wary that he might be moved again, Coal soon settles in with Jackson and Candace McKay and their children, Aaron, Mari, and Hannah. This seemingly introspective story twists when a frightening incident leads to Coal being pursued by the police. When he hides behind a dumpster, he shockingly turns invisible. Trying to research his newfound ability leads Coal to a biotech company, and his previously unknown past swings into focus. Baptiste (Moko Magic: Carnival Chaos, 2024) combines realistic issues of identity and finding a home with an sf spin, ultimately presenting an absorbing plot. Her characters are thoughtfully multidimensional, from Coal to his supportive foster family to Door, the good-natured and irrepressibly funny best friend. Baptiste neatly contrasts Coal's sense of social invisibility to his actual invisibility, all of which lead him to finding his place in the world.

 Horn Book, 08/01/24, Win "Coal" Keegan is moving to another foster home; the McKay family seems nice enough, and Coal is relieved that he's remaining at the same school with his best friend, nicknamed Door. After a case of police brutality that leaves a woman dead, Coal processes his emotions in his usual way: making chalk art throughout the neighborhood. He is caught in the act by an irate neighbor and, in the midst of a potentially deadly situation, unexpectedly becomes invisible. Coal and Door work together to discover the source of Coal's newfound ability. Their questions lead them to the company Mirror Tech, where all visitors are encouraged to "find out what you are made of." Coal meets a scientist who guides him down a path that leads to more questions. As he warms up to the McKay family, Coal finds himself in increasingly intense situations with Mirror Tech, compromising his safety as well as his loved ones'. The book's conclusion raises the possibility that Coal's powers defy all scientific explanation. The tone shifts from analytical to heartwarming, with well-rounded characters and witty dialogue; the author's love of literature is also evident, with references to Danez Smith and Chinua Achebe. Baptiste has created imperfect but sympathetic heroes whom readers will champion throughout the story.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A Black boy has no reason to trust anyone and a lot to learn about himselfEver since he was found by a firefighter as a baby 13 years ago, Win â��Coalâ�� Keegan has felt alone. He’d hoped that his latest foster parent, Tom, would adopt him, but after Tom’s sudden mental health episode, Coal is moved to the McKays’ home. They’re nice enough, but trusting is hard for â��melanin-richâ�� Coal, a gentle and thoughtful young artist who’s experienced more than his share of trauma. One day, when he’s chalking the street in commemoration of a young Black woman who was shot during a routine traffic stop, a disgruntled stranger shoots at Coal, triggering an unbelievable responseâ��his skin changes color, camouflaging and protecting him. After Coal eventually opens up to his best friend and the McKay kids, they all get caught up in a world of dangerous secrets, and information about Coal’s birth mom and complicated origins emerges. The novel thoughtfully illustrates some of the harsh realities of being a uniquely vulnerable, dark-skinned boy in a world that refuses to see you and the resulting anxiety that can occur. Luckily Coal is surrounded by people who give him the support he needs in ways that are heartwarming and impressive, and they ultimately lead to a positive place.An experiment in grace and care that’s as hopeful as it is imaginative.(Science fiction. 9-14)

 Publishers Weekly, 09/23/24, After 13-year-old Coal Keegan’s foster father experiences a mental health crisis, Coal is sent to live with new foster family the McKays. Though the adults try to make Coal feel welcome, he doesn’t trust them yet, and is still smarting from the last time he thought he’d found a forever home. His new situation sours further when, during Coal’s trek to make a chalk memorial of Allana Hastings, a Black woman killed by law enforcement, he’s threatened at gunpoint and chased by police—and the only reason he escapes is by inexplicably turning invisible. After confiding in his best friend, the boys decide to investigate Coal’s newfound powers. Could their existence be linked to his absent family? And what role does the mysterious company Mirror Tech Industries play in all this? Baptiste (Jumbies) utilizes close third-person narration to sensitively explore Coal’s fears and frustrations surrounding his experiences in the foster care system as well as issues of racism, police brutality, and mental health. The inclusion of sympathetic and well-drawn supporting characters heightens the stakes of this tightly plotted sci-fi thriller. Most characters cue as Black or brown. Ages 10–up. Agent: Marietta B. Zacker, Gallt & Zacker Literary. (Oct.)

 Gr 5-8 Ages 9-14 No No

406073 Twelfth Knight Follmuth, Alexene Farol 1-250-88491-8 978-1-250-88491-6 978-0-8000-9106-4 Reese's Book Club Summer YA Pick '24 "YA is a feeling. It's a warm summer day reading in the sun, lots of nostalgia, gushing together over the characters in Twelfth Knight ."--Reese Witherspoon From the New York Times bestselling author of The Atlas Six (under the pen name Olivie Blake) comes Twelfth Knight , a YA romantic comedy and coming-of-age story about taking up space in the world and learning what it means to let others in. Viola Reyes is annoyed. Her painstakingly crafted tabletop game campaign was shot down, her best friend is suggesting she try being more "likable," and her school's star running back Jack Orsino is the most lackadaisical Student Body President she's ever seen, which makes her job as VP that much harder. Vi's favorite escape from the world is the MMORPG Twelfth Knight , but online spaces aren't exactly kind to girls like her--girls who are extremely competent and have the swagger to prove it. So Vi creates a masculine alter ego, choosing to play as a knight named Cesario to create a safe haven for herself. But when a football injury leads Jack Orsino to the world of Twelfth Knight , Vi is alarmed to discover their online alter egos--Cesario and Duke Orsino--are surprisingly well-matched. As the long nights of game-play turn into discussions about life and love, Vi and Jack soon realize they've become more than just weapon-wielding characters in an online game. But Vi has been concealing her true identity from Jack, and Jack might just be falling for her offline...7 to 12 Fic Love stories 2025 313 pages TOR Books [ Shakespeare, William, 1564-1616. Adaptations.,  High school students. Juvenile fiction.,  High schools. Juvenile fiction.,  Twins. Juvenile fiction.,  Computer games. Juvenile fiction.,  Fantasy games. Juvenile fiction.,  Impersonation. Juvenile fiction.,  Knights and knighthood. Juvenile fiction.,  Romance fiction.,  High school students. Fiction.,  High schools. Fiction.,  Twins. Fiction.,  Computer games. Fiction.,  Fantasy games. Fiction.,  Impersonation. Fiction.,  Knights and knighthood. Fiction.,  Bildungsromans.,  Romance stories.]3

ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal

ALA Booklist, 05/01/24, Jack "Duke" Orsino is the handsome, charming, and popular star running back of the Messaline High football team. Viola (Vi) Reyes is an angry, snarky gamer girl with a million nerd T-shirts and a habit of pushing people away. But when Jack tears his ACL and his girlfriend, Olivia, mysteriously breaks up with him, he recruits Vi to uncover the real reason behind her excuses. Meanwhile, as Jack's knee heals, he dives into the online world of Twelfth Knight, a fantasy MMORPG where he meets and befriends Cesario, a seasoned player who guides Jack through the game. The only problem? Cesario is secretly Vi, who uses male alter egos to avoid online hate. As the two begin to see past the other's walls and masks, they each must decide what to share and what to hide. Chock-full of Shakespeare references and gamer culture, with nods to nerd franchises like Game of Thrones and D&D, this adorkable Twelfth Night retelling from the author of My Mechanical Romance (2022) is the stuff that rom-coms are made of.

 Kirkus Reviews, 12/03/24, Viola Reyes is a gamer, a fangirl, and a feminist.Vi plays tabletop games and massively multiplayer online role-playing games, and she obsessively watches the medieval fantasy TV show War of Thorns. She loves to spend time at Renaissance faires and fan conventions, where she can be herself. Unfortunately, male-dominated fandoms aren’t always welcoming to female-identifying and presenting people. More often than not, Vi is forced to defend herself and her right to exist in fandom circles. She plays as Cesario, a boy, in Twelfth Knight, her current MMORPG, so she can actually enjoy the game rather than battle constant harassment. Meanwhile, Jack â��Dukeâ�� Orsino is student body president (Vi is the vice president) and high school football royalty. When he seriously injures his knee and is benched for the season, he starts playing Twelfth Knight, tooâ��and DukeOrsino12 encounters Cesario. When the two begin chatting and teaming up within the game, Vi panics and pretends to be her twin brother, Sebastian. This engaging modern retelling of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night has a genderbending plot that’s a perfect fit for contemporary readers. While some of the allusions will be a bit too on the nose for anyone familiar with the source material (and may make suspending disbelief difficult for some), the slow-burn enemies-to-lovers storyline (and the absence of Twelfth Night’s sinister subplot) more than carry this successful adaptation. Duke is Black, and Vi is cued Latine.A delightful nerd romance. (dramatis personae) (Romance. 14-18)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 9 Up— Being student VP to Jack "Duke" Orsino's student body president is frustrating. Add in a recent fallout with her tabletop group, and Vi Reyes's only safe haven is her MMORPG Twelfth Knight, where she plays as a male character. However, Vi's sacred gaming space is changed when a football injury benches Jack for the season. He is introduced to Twelfth Knight and unknowingly begins late nights gaming with Vi. There's just one problem; Vi's pretending to be her brother Bash online. While the pair build a virtual friendship, Vi grapples with telling Jack the truth, especially when their real-world interactions begin to spark feelings. Follmuth's sophomore YA novel is as lively as it is charming. The modernization of Shakespeare's work perfectly showcases teens grappling with anger over life circumstances. Vi is no stranger to inequality, and her gruff, guarded demeanor will resonate with many readers. Jack's search for positivity, coinciding with the potential loss of his future, hits the reality that life is more than just a game; it's about the people who stand with you. As Vi and Jack's relationship develops, both learn to appreciate the other while ultimately finding that having conviction, sensitivity, and steadfastness isn't bad if one cultivates and communicates with the people they love. Jack is Black, and Vi is contextually cued as Latinx. VERDICT A coming-of-age Shakespearean revamp where building personal connections, while unapologetically being yourself, is at the forefront of this romantic comedy.— Emily Walker

 Gr 9 Up Ages 14-18 No No

397695

Louisa May 
Alcott's Little 

Women Wood, Laura 1-454-95853-7 978-1-454-95853-6 978-0-8000-7775-4 <P><B>From the Everyone Can Be a Reader (Classics) series comes a retelling of Louisa May Alcott&#39;s classic novel&#160;<I>Little Women</I>, expertly designed to engage reluctant readers and provide an accessible reading experience for all.</B><BR /><BR /> When you&rsquo;re one of four sisters, it can be difficult to find your own identity. But that&rsquo;s never the case for the March girls&mdash;sweet Meg, tomboyish Jo, shy Beth and precocious Amy. </P><P> With their father away at war and their mother working long hours, the sisters have to look out for each other and make their own entertainment. Although disagreements arise, their strong bond, vivid imaginations and infectious sense of fun see them through the darkest of days in this timeless coming-of-age story. </P><P> Bestselling and YA Book Prize shortlisted author Laura Wood brings Louisa May Alcott&rsquo;s classic to life once more in a stunning and truly accessible retelling. </P><B>Perfect for anyone seeking adapted classics or dyslexia-friendly literature, the Everyone Can Be a Reader (Classics) hi-lo book series presents accessible versions of classic novels in an easy-to-read style. Union Square &amp; Co.&#39;s EVERYONE CAN BE A READER books utilize dyslexia reading tools like specialized fonts and paper tones, and are carefully formatted to meet readers where they are with engaging stories that encourage reading success across a wide range of age and interest levels.</B>7 to 12

Everyone Can 
Be a Reader 
(Classics) Fic

Historical 
fiction,Classics 2025 118 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ March family (Fictitious characters). Juvenile fiction.,  Mothers and daughters. Juvenile fiction.,  Young women. New England. Juvenile fiction.,  Sisters. New England. Juvenile fiction.,  March family (Fictitious characters). Fiction.,  Mothers and daughters. Fiction.,  Young women. New England. Fiction.,  Sisters. New England. Fiction.,  March family (Fictional characters). Fiction.,  Mother-daughter relationship. Fiction.,  New England. Juvenile fiction.,  New England. Fiction.]0 No No

397696
Mary Shelley's 
Frankenstein Shelley, Mary W. and Landman, Tanya 1-454-95854-5 978-1-454-95854-3 978-0-8000-7776-1 A thrilling gothic tale of hubris gone badly wrong. A young man's search for the secret of the spark of life leads him to a horrific experiment in which he creates a gigantic creature from dismembered body parts. Rejected by his creator, the initially gentle creature turns monstrous when his desire to find companionship and love are thwarted. Tanya Landman revisits Mary Shelley's classic Gothic horror story, bringing to life Dr. Frankenstein and his monstrous creation in an accessible format that more readers can enjoy.7 to 12

Everyone Can 
Be a Reader 
(Classics) Fic

Horror fiction,
Classics 2025 112 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Frankenstein, Victor. (Fictitious character). Juvenile fiction.,  Frankenstein's Monster. (Fictitious character). Juvenile fiction.,  Frankenstein, Victor. (Fictitious character). Fiction.,  Frankenstein's Monster. (Fictitious character). Fiction.,  Frankenstein, Victor. (Fictional character). Fiction.,  Frankenstein's Monster. (Fictional character). Fiction.,  Monsters. Juvenile fiction.,  Scientists. Juvenile fiction.,  Monsters. Fiction.,  Scientists. Fiction.]0 No No

408068 Secret Garden Burnett, Frances Hodgson 1-454-96164-3 978-1-454-96164-2 Mary Lennox, a spoiled, ill-tempered, and unhealthy child, comes to live with her reclusive uncle in Misselthwaite Manor on England&rsquo;s Yorkshire moors after the death of her parents. There she meets a hearty housekeeper and her spirited brother, a dour gardener, and her sickly cousin, Master Colin. After discovering a long-neglected garden, Mary is determined to restore it in secret, leading to a newfound sense of purpose and happiness for Mary and those around her.&#160;9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic

Classics,
Historical fiction 2025 241 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Orphans. Fiction.,  Gardens. Fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  People with disabilities. Fiction.,  Yorkshire (England). History. 20th century. Fiction.,  Great Britain. History. Edward VII, 1901-1910. Fiction.]0 No No

393993
Sunrise on the 

Reaping Collins, Suzanne 1-546-17146-0 978-1-546-17146-1 "As the day dawns on the fiftieth annual Hunger Games, fear grips the districts of Panem. This year, in honor of the Quarter Quell, twice as many tributes will be taken from their homes. Back in District 12, Haymitch Abernathy is trying not to think too hard about his chances. All he cares about is making it through the day and being with the girl he loves. When Haymitch's name is called, he can feel all his dreams break. He's torn from his family and his love, shuttled to the Capitol with the three other District 12 tributes: a youngfriend who's nearly a sister to him, a compulsive oddsmaker, and the most stuck-up girl in town. A7 to 12
The Hunger 
Games Fic Science fiction 2025 382 pages

Scholastic Book 
Service [ Survival. Juvenile fiction.,  Television programs. Juvenile fiction.,  Interpersonal relations. Juvenile fiction.,  Contests. Juvenile fiction.,  Dystopias. Juvenile fiction.,  Survival skills. Fiction.,  Television programs. Fiction.,  Interpersonal relations. Fiction.,  Contests. Fiction.,  Dystopias. Fiction.,  Science fiction.]7

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Kirkus Reviews, 
Starred Review for 
Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal 
Starred Review, Horn 
Book, Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

Starred Review ALA Booklist, Date Unavailable, Starred Review Suzanne Collins, what a lore-driven menace you are. Readers are pulled back into the highly acclaimed world of The Hunger Games, as this prequel focuses primarily on the backstory of the gruff, alcoholic mentor, Haymitch Abernathy, and his participation in the Second Quarter Quell, the fiftieth anniversary of the Games. Haymitch is unfairly reaped into the Games (which feature double the tributes) after he tries to protect his girlfriend, Lenore Dove, from the mayhem that ensued during the District 12 reaping ceremony. From there, chaotic game prep ensues om chariot accidents and dead tributes to intoxicated, useless stylists to a plot to destroy the arena from the inside. The propulsive story features several nods to characters in the original trilogy and connections that shine a new light on how Haymitch's games influenced his choices as an adult mentor. Collins is unafraid to pose a scathing commentary on the active efforts of a propaganda machine, showing in real time how narratives are reworked to serve the Capitol's agenda, help President Snow maintain his sickly grip on the Districts, and keep the Hunger Games alive. Haymitch is presented as a well-rounded, thoughtful character who struggles similarly in circumstance to Katniss; he's thrust into a rebellion but struggling with the seemingly fruitless nature of it under tyrannical authoritarianism. Raw, shocking, and deeply bittersweet, Haymitch's backstory pulls the pieces of the Hunger Games universe together with ease.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Collins has mentioned in past interviews that she would not return to this series unless she had something to say d she has a lot to say. Order multiple copies.

 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/06/23, The Hunger Games twist, destroy, and galvanize another wave of young people in this entry set 24 years before the series openerHaymitch Abernathy is turning 16, and he’d love nothing more than to spend his birthday with his girlfriend, Lenore Dove. Unfortunately, it’s also the reaping day of the Fiftieth Hunger Games and the second Quarter Quell, meaning twice as many tributes will be chosen from each District for the lethal contest. Being torn from everything familiar all at once is only the beginning of Haymitch’s tortures: Death and manipulation follow him every step of the way into the Capitol’s media circus and through the famed games. Slivers of hope existâ��alliances among players, whispers of sabotageâ��though violence, misery, and encounters with mutated creatures frequently comprise the spoils. This book contains enough lore to stand alone, but returning fans will weave the thoughtfully placed callbacks and returning characters into their understanding of this world’s tragic chain of events. By this point, the game masters and audience within Panem have developed a sophisticated understanding of the Hunger Games, and Collins combines many of the best qualities of the series into one book, balancing layers of personal insights, worldbuilding, and danger to form an inescapable whirlwind of suspense and conflict. She makes frequent use of music and poetry, underscoring the enduring power of generational messages. Characters largely present white.A heartbreaking crescendo and another grimly irresistible chapter in the saga of this interlocking series.(Dystopian. 13-adult)

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 04/07/25, Set 40 years after the events of The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes, this heart-wrenching novel from Collins centers a 16-year-old Haymitch Abernathy and his role in the climactic 50th Hunger Games. Though readers will know him as Katniss and Peeta’s ill-tempered, alcohol-dependent mentor during the 74th games, young Haymitch is a sweet-natured, responsible teen working hard to support his widowed mother and younger brother. In his free time, he attends to his sweetheart, Lenore Dove, a singer with a rebellious streak, who is one of the Covey, a group of formerly itinerant musicians. Then Haymitch is selected to compete in the second-ever Quarter Quell. His mother’s parting words—“Don’t let them paint their posters with your blood”—become his North Star as he balances the necessity of performing for the Games with maintaining his integrity and morality. As the Quarter Quell commences, Collins utilizes searing, precise language to vividly depict what each party—the tributes, the Capitol, and the districts at large—stands to lose and how these Games’ aftermath will come to shape the events of the original trilogy. Excerpts from Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven”—peppered throughout Haymitch’s first-person narration—heighten the story’s emotional resonance. It’s a brutal tale of compassion and rage, and a frank examination of propaganda and tragedy, that will satisfy longtime series fans and newcomers alike. Ages 12–up. (Mar.)Correction: The text of this review has been updated for clarity.

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up —The second Quarter Quell reaped twice as many tributes for the Hunger Games, but Haymitch Abernathy's name was not one of them. Not until one of the boys who was reaped is shot dead, at which point Haymitch is on the wrong side of the Peacekeepers and forced to take his place. Having no winners in the last 40 years, Plutarch Heavensbee is the tributes' escort while Mags and Wiress are the mentors for District 12. Despite their conditions in Catching Fire , both Mags and Wiress have their full faculties for Haymitch's games, invoking a creeping foreboding as familiar characters plan a rebellion we know is destined to fail. Readers of the original trilogy know how Haymitch won his games, they know what happened to his loved ones after, and despite knowing how his story ends, Collins manages to subvert expectations into white-knuckle moments. Haymitch's relationships are the backbone of the novel as readers compare who he knows with where they will end up: his romance with a Covey girl, his friendship with Katniss's father, and his disposition toward alcohol all break one's heart from the first mention. Collins adds considerably to the lore of Panem, while driving home themes of fascism, security, and propaganda. Katniss's unreliable narration in The Hunger Games led readers to believe many facts that are simply actually Snow's fictions, the propaganda now exposed under Haymitch's narrative. VERDICT Required reading for fans of the original trilogy. A must-have in all collections.—Emmy Neal

 Horn Book, 10/06/23, The upside of being born on reaping day is that you can sleep late on your birthday. It's pretty much downhill from there.

 Publishers Weekly, 04/07/25, Set 40 years after the events of The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes, this heart-wrenching novel from Collins centers a 16-year-old Haymitch Abernathy and his role in the climactic 50th Hunger Games. Though readers will know him as Katniss and Peeta’s ill-tempered, alcohol-dependent mentor during the 74th games, young Haymitch is a sweet-natured, responsible teen working hard to support his widowed mother and younger brother. In his free time, he attends to his sweetheart, Lenore Dove, a singer with a rebellious streak, who is one of the Covey, a group of formerly itinerant musicians. Then Haymitch is selected to compete in the second-ever Quarter Quell. His mother’s parting words—“Don’t let them paint their posters with your blood”—become his North Star as he balances the necessity of performing for the Games with maintaining his integrity and morality. As the Quarter Quell commences, Collins utilizes searing, precise language to vividly depict what each party—the tributes, the Capitol, and the districts at large—stands to lose and how these Games’ aftermath will come to shape the events of the original trilogy. Excerpts from Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven”—peppered throughout Haymitch’s first-person narration—heighten the story’s emotional resonance. It’s a brutal tale of compassion and rage, and a frank examination of propaganda and tragedy, that will satisfy longtime series fans and newcomers alike. Ages 12–up. (Mar.)Correction: The text of this review has been updated for clarity.

 Gr 7 Up No No

402877

Strange Case of 
Dr. Jekyll and 

Mr. Hyde Stevenson, Robert Louis 1-454-96040-X 978-1-454-96040-9 978-0-8000-8804-0 Beneath the prim and proper morals of Victorian society lurks a violent madman who emerges at night to commit the most cold-hearted of crimes. Nothing is known of him except his name: Mr. Hyde. A lawyer and a doctor begin their own investigation and are shocked to find that Mr. Hyde is an acquaintance of their respectable friend Dr. Henry Jekyll. Worse still, Dr Jekyll is unwilling to listen to them and retreats into his laboratory when confronted. As months turn to years and the violence turns to ruthless murder, Dr. Jekyll is finally forced to confront the chaos. Union Square & Co.'s EVERYONE CAN BE A READER books are expertly written, thoughtfully designed with dyslexia-friendly fonts and paper tones, and carefully formatted to meet readers where they are with engaging stories that encourage reading success across a wide range of age and interest levels.7 to 12

Everyone Can 
Be a Reader 
(Classics) Fic Classics 2025 203 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Physicians. Fiction.,  Self-experimentation in medicine. Fiction.,  London (England). Fiction.]0 No No

408063 Scarlet Letter Hawthorne, Nathaniel 1-454-96163-5 978-1-454-96163-5 Boston, mid-seventeenth century: Hester Prynne, dignified and silent, is led through prison doors to her public shaming by her censorious Puritan neighbors. Holding her illegitimate child to her breast and bearing a bright scarlet letter &quot;A&quot; embroidered on her bodice, Hester must now struggle to create a new life for herself and her child in this harsh and unforgiving community. When her missing spouse reappears and takes up residence in town under an assumed identity, the stage is set for an explosive confrontation between the truly moral and the merely religious.&#160;9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic

Classics,
Historical fiction 2025 228 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Triangles (Interpersonal relations). Fiction.,  Illegitimate children. Fiction.,  Puritans. Fiction.,  Adultery. Fiction.,  Punishment. Fiction.,  Illegitimacy. Fiction.,  Boston (Mass.). History. Colonial period, ca. 1600-1775. Fiction.,  Boston (Mass.). History. 1600-1775, Colonial period. Fiction.]0 No No

399696

Taylor Swift by 
the Book: The 

Literature 
Behind the 
Lyrics, from 

Fairy Tales to 
Tortured Poets Feder, Rachel and Tatreau, Tiffany 1-683-69474-0 978-1-683-69474-8 From Robert Frost's road not taken on her debut album to Samuel Taylor Coleridge's albatross on The Tortured Poets Department, Taylor Swift's lyrics are filled with literary connections.Make sure you're catching them all with this expert guide to the novels, poems, and plays that influence her songwriting.7 to 12 782.4216 Music 2024 255 pages Quirk [ Swift, Taylor,. 1989-. Criticism and interpretation.,  Swift, Taylor,. 1989-. Criticism.,  Popular music. Literary themes, motives.,  Country music. Literary themes, motives.,  Music and literature.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Searching for meaning in a pop star’s songsâ��Taylor Swift doesn’t just write bops, she writesintellectual bops,â�� write the authors of this lively and smart look at the pop star. â��Her music is a master class in literary allusion and a survey course in some of the greatest works of English literature.â�� That’s a weighty declaration to live up to, but the authorsâ��one of whom, Feder, is an English professorâ��gamely live up to the challenge. First, they describe the three â��pensâ�� or styles that Swift uses to write: a glitter gel pen for bubbly top 40 hits, a quill pen for songs that â��read as poetry, rich with metaphor,â�� and a fountain pen for her confessional â��peek inside my diaryâ�� songs. Then they dive into Swift’s oeuvre, album by album, dividing them into eight eras: Bildungsroman, Fairy Tale, Modernist, Decadent, Sentimentalist, Romantic, Gothic, and Postmodernist. The authors pore over Swift’s lyrics, connecting them to Sappho, Christina Rossetti, Shakespeare, and others. In Swift’sMidnights album (Gothic Era), for example, the authors look at the lyric â��my town was a wastelandâ�� from the song â��Midnight Rainâ�� and observe that it â��calls to mind T.S. Eliot’s epic poem, â��The Waste Land.’â�� They also share playlists of Swift songs based on motifs such as â��Madwomanâ�� and â��Metatextualityâ�� and brief bios of writers who may have influenced Swift, including Sylvia Plath and Dylan Thomas. The authors encourage further reading. If you love Swift’s album1989, they recommend you readLunch Poems by Frank O’Hara and Edith Warton’sThe Age of Innocence. Charming pen-and-ink illustrations enhance the pleasure.For hardcore Swifties or neophytes, an accessible and incisive analysis of a star’s appeal.

 No No

407862

Jungle Book 
and Just so 

Stories Kipling, Rudyard 1-454-95355-1 978-1-454-95355-5 978-0-8000-9351-8 The Jungle Book , one of the most famous children's books today, buoyed by multiple Disney film adaptations, is now available in an unabridged paperback edition including Rudyard Kipling's fantastical short story collection Just So Stories . This Children's Signature Classics edition will include both The Jungle Book and Just So Stories , a that whimsically explores animals' origins, like how the zebra got its stripes. The Jungle Book 's story of survival, belonging, and growing up is perfect for young readers' libraries.4 to 7

Children's 
Signature 
Editions Fic

Short stories,
Classics 2024 289 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Children's stories, English.,  Jungles. Fiction.,  Animals. Fiction.,  Short stories.,  India. Fiction.]0 No No

383821
Plain Jane and 

the Mermaid Brosgol, Vera 1-250-31486-0 978-1-250-31486-4 Eisner Award Winner A New York Times Best Children's Books of the Year An NPR Best Book of the Year From Anya's Ghost and Be Prepared author Vera Brosgol comes an instant classic graphic novel that flips every fairy tale you know on its head! Jane is incredibly plain. Everyone says so: her parents, the villagers, and her horrible cousin who kicks her out of her own house. Determined to get some semblance of independence, Jane prepares to propose to the princely Peter. It's a good plan! Or it would've been, if he wasn't kidnapped by a mermaid. Jane must venture underwater to rescue her maybe-fiancé. But the depths of the ocean hold beautiful mysteries and dangerous creatures. What good can a plain Jane do? Already love Vera's work? Don't miss her first novel, Return to Sender !5 to 9 Fic

Graphic novels,
Fantasy fiction,
Adventure 
fiction 2024 352 pages

Roaring Brook 
Press [ Mermaids. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Kidnapping. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Mermaids. Fiction.,  Graphic novels.,  Kidnapping. Fiction.]5

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal 
Starred Review, Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers 
Weekly

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 04/01/24, Starred Review Jane Brown has problems. Shunned for her plain appearance, she has no one to turn to when her parents die and a contemptuous cousin, the only male heir, plans to kick her out of her family home. No sooner do things take a turn for the better (the gorgeous Peter agrees to marry her for the wealth he'll inherit) than they take a turn for the worse: gorgeous Peter is kidnapped by a gorgeous mermaid. Embarking on a quest to save her prospective husband and thus ensure her future, Jane plunges into the depths of not only the ocean but also a confrontation with her own demons and her own family history. Flowing with the power of Brosgol's expressive, animated art, which is at turns fierce, poignant, eerie, and hilarious, Jane's story serves as both a captivating tale of personal growth and an authentic, sometimes very angry reckoning with the cultural idea of beauty. Here, that beauty can lure, trick, and betray even those who possess it, and the only hope is a deep, hard look into the mirror and asking what makes someone the fairest of them all. In a story bolstered by a wonderful cast, an otherworldly setting, and poignantly accessible feelings, Brosgol once again captures magic, menace, and humanity.

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 02/12/24, Brosgol (Be Prepared) upends “The Little Mermaid” and sets it against a Dickensian backdrop in this tongue-in-cheek fantasy graphic novel. Most people—including her own parents—only give Jane Brown the time of day when making cutting remarks about her freckles, pale skin, and weight. When her parents are killed in a runaway fish cart accident, orphaned Jane’s only hope for stability is to secure her dowry through marriage. But her proposal to blond-haired, blue-eyed fisherman Peter is disrupted when a mermaid kidnaps him. Aided by a cranky selkie she rescues from captivity, a mysterious elderly woman, and a lobster pod, Jane ventures to the ocean floor, where she narrowly escapes death from poisoning, a water demon, and a

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 4–8— Questions like what beauty, heroism, and friendship are swim around this fairy-tale–like graphic novel by award-winning writer and artist Brogsol. When Jane is orphaned, the law states that she cannot inherit her family's home or fortune without being married. Determined not to wed her repulsive cousin, Jane sets out to write her own destiny. She proposes to the prettiest local young man she can find, who after accepting her proposal, is kidnapped by a mermaid. Jane courageously goes to rescue him and is swept up in an undersea adventure. The artwork's bold colors demand attention and sparse text allows the detailed panels to do the heavy lifting with providing depth to the story. While this feels like a leisurely read, it's a surprisingly quick one. VERDICT Complex characters, twists and turns, and beautiful artwork blend harmoniously for a perfect read that will jump-start the imagination.— Esther Keller

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, After her parents’ sudden death, brown-haired, pale-skinned Jane is threatened with eviction from her family home.Despite her low self-image, based on years of shallow, fatphobic taunts from her parents, Jane suggests a deal to discontented fisherman Peter, who’s thin and has blond hair and blue eyes (as well as being vapid and arrogant). They’ll marry, and then she can inherit her fortune, and he can enjoy the luxurious lifestyle he craves. It seems like a great plan, until Peter is taken captive and imprisoned underwater by a mermaid. The determined Jane seeks magical assistance and heads to the mermaid village at the bottom of the sea to retrieve Peter. Brosgol’s illustrations provide much of Jane’s characterization through her delightfully expressive face, which shines with pleasure and grimaces in disgust; her round eyes are alert to all the charms of the sea. Fortunately, she’s rescued by an acerbic, grumpily appealing seal, who educates her about the sea’s perils. This story is an explicit response to society’s valuing of beauty and contempt for its absence, especially when it comes to girls and women. Pitted against a slender, cruelly vain mermaid who weaponizes her looks, Jane emerges as a thoughtful, tenacious hero who’s learning to appreciate her own value. Brosgol redeems the occasional preachiness with her portrayal of Jane as an individualâ��funny, flawed, and triumphant.A pride-filled treatise and a charming riff on fairy tales. (author’s note, beat boards, coloring process) (Graphic fantasy. 10-14)

 Publishers Weekly, 02/12/24, Brosgol (Be Prepared) upends “The Little Mermaid” and sets it against a Dickensian backdrop in this tongue-in-cheek fantasy graphic novel. Most people—including her own parents—only give Jane Brown the time of day when making cutting remarks about her freckles, pale skin, and weight. When her parents are killed in a runaway fish cart accident, orphaned Jane’s only hope for stability is to secure her dowry through marriage. But her proposal to blond-haired, blue-eyed fisherman Peter is disrupted when a mermaid kidnaps him. Aided by a cranky selkie she rescues from captivity, a mysterious elderly woman, and a lobster pod, Jane ventures to the ocean floor, where she narrowly escapes death from poisoning, a water demon, and a

 Gr 4-8 Ages 10-14 No No

374945 Dracula Stoker, Bram 1-454-95287-3 978-1-454-95287-9 <B>Discover the story of Bram Stoker&#39;s <I>Dracula</I> with this exquisite edition from Union Square &amp; Co.&rsquo;s Signature Gilded Editions series! The stunning <I>Dracula </I>special edition features sprayed edges, color end pages, a built-in ribbon bookmark, and embossed foil cover. The beautiful design and attention to detail set this special edition book apart, whether you&rsquo;re reading for the first time or building a library of your favorite classic literature books.</B><BR /> &#160;<BR /> As fledgling English lawyer Jonathan Harker treks into the Carpathian Mountains to complete a real estate transaction, frightened peasants warn him of horrible dangers that await him. Harker, terrified by eerie events along the way, finally meets his client, Count Dracula, a tall, gaunt old man with a surprisingly powerful handshake. Harker soon realizes that he is a prisoner in Dracula&#39;s sumptuously furnished castle&mdash;a castle strangely devoid of mirrors. Later, as fifty coffin-sized boxes are brought into the castle in preparation for Dracula&#39;s departure, Harker knows that the count plans to do more in London than see the sights&mdash;and he fears that the rational modern world is ill-equipped to recognize, let alone defeat, the count.<BR /><BR /> First published in 1897, <I>Dracula</I> by Bram Stoker has become a seminal work in the genre of Gothic horror and the foundation of modern vampire mythology. The novel is set largely in England and Transylvania, weaving a chilling narrative through the experiences of its characters as they encounter Count Dracula, whose ambitions to spread his undead curse create a battle for survival. Stoker&#39;s novel explores themes of superstition&#160;versus science, modernity confronting ancient evils, and the complex interplay of sexuality, fear, and power. The character of Dracula embodies the timeless fear of the unknown and the other, making the novel a profound commentary on the anxieties of Stoker&rsquo;s time&mdash;fears of societal infiltration and moral decay. <I>Dracula</I> resonates with contemporary audiences for its deep psychological undercurrents and as a critique of invasion and cultural contamination. The enduring legacy of <I>Dracula</I> in popular culture is seen in the myriad adaptations and the continued fascination with vampire lore, reflecting ongoing debates about otherness and identity in today&rsquo;s globalized world.9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic

Classics,Horror 
fiction 2024 426 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Dracula,. Count (Fictitious character). Fiction.,  Dracula,. Count (Fictional character). Fiction.,  Vampires. Fiction.,  Gothic fiction (Literary genre).,  Transylvania (Romania). Fiction.,  Whitby (England). Fiction.]0 No No

378595 Odin O'Connor, George 1-250-76076-3 978-1-250-76076-0 A Kirkus Best Book of the Year A Junior Library Guild selection Following his smash-hit the Olympians series, New York Times bestseller George O'Connor embarks on a new saga about the Norse gods. This first volume tells the story of the warrior god Odin! Perfect for fans of Percy Jackson! Welcome to the Nine Worlds, home of Gods, Valkyries, Dwarves, Jotnar, and more! Travel the burning rainbow bridge to Asgard where Odin, king of the Aesir, surveys his realm. His thirst for knowledge drives him ever onward, but nothing is learned without sacrifice... In Asgardians, George O'Connor's highly kinetic illustrations bring these gritty and astonishing tales of war, betrayal, and the quest for enlightenment at any cost to vivid and startling life and provide the perfect companion to his Olympians series.5 to 9 Asgardians 293
Graphic novels,
Myths,Religion 2024 84 pages First Second [ Odin. (Norse deity). Comic books, strips, etc.,  Odin. (Norse deity).,  Gods, Norse. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Mythology, Norse. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Gods, Norse.,  Mythology, Norse.,  Norse gods.,  Norse mythology.]2

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Kicking off a new theogony, the author of The Olympians series begins with the origins of the Nine Worlds according to Norse myth, and an introduction to the Aesir’s enigmatic chieftain.Anchored, as in the brilliant previous series, by bountiful source notes and commentary at the end, O’Connor’s account sets the tone at once with Valkyries swooping down to lift the unseen reader up from a battlefield strewn with corpses, then flashes back to chronicle a whirl of worlds and peoples arising from a huge and doughy frost giant floating in the void of Ginnungagap. If it all seems hard to followâ��indeed, as the author complains, nearly everyone and even certain inanimate items have one or more namesâ��it still makes for a grand tale. The story’s capped by the arrival of Odin, who plucks out his own eye in exchange for wisdom. That’s not the only gruesome deed depicted here in loving detail, but in general the artist goes more for an exhilarating mix of hulking, skulking monsters and, at least in cameos (anticipating fuller portraits in future volumes), Thor, Freya, and the rest of the brooding, swaggering, Nordically light-skinned Aesir and Vanir looking larger than life.A rainbow bridge to a fresh set of mythological places and faces. (portrait gallery, glossary) (Graphic mythology. 11-13)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 5 Up— A warrior is plucked from a battlefield by valkyries and brought to the mead hall of Valhalla where he is told a story that encompasses the creation of some of the nine realms, the births of Odin and many of the Norse gods, and Odin's subsequent quests for knowledge and divine wisdom. Illustrated in pen and ink with digital colors, this introduction to the particular intricacies of Norse mythology has its work cut out for it. Certainly, the names, celestial mechanics, and character motivations may all seem a bit arcane to readers more familiar with either the author's former work elucidating Greek gods or the Marvel Cinematic Universe's take on Asgardian tales. For anyone familiar with Odin's reputation as a gallows god, his focus on learning and knowledge may come as a surprise, and for someone coming from other myths, the grungy, fleshy aspects of creation may seem a far cry from the gleaming celestial majesty sometimes associated with other cultures' pantheons. Hopefully, these contrasts will be appealing, as a lot of work has been done here to depict some of the wondrous strangeness of the source legends and to elide past some of its savagery while highlighting some of the relatable absurdity. VERDICT While an author's note acknowledges that a true bibliography would be limited, this could still be an excellent authority in distilling the complexities of Norse mythology and making it accessible to younger readers interested in folklore.— Benjamin Russell

 Gr 5 Up No No

408278 Loki O'Connor, George 1-250-76080-1 978-1-250-76080-7 Following the smash-hit Olympians series, George O'Connor embarks on a new graphic novel saga about the Norse gods. This third volume tells the story of Loki, the trickster god! As night falls on Asgard there is one who does not dream. Loki, a trickster of epic proportions, has much to think on. He hearkens back to his challenge to the wolf Fenrir to break the strongest Dwarf-made chains. He remembers Thjazi, the jotunn in monstrous eagle form, and his pursuit of the apples of youth. And he worries he has fallen out of favor with his blood brother, Odin. Can he use his cunning and wiles to worm his way back in? Or, feeling spurned, will Loki choose to burn it all down?5 to 9 Asgardians 293
Graphic novels,
Myths,Religion 2025 68 pages First Second [ Loki. (Norse deity). Comic books, strips, etc.,  Loki. (Norse deity).,  Gods, Norse. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Mythology, Norse. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Gods, Norse.,  Mythology, Norse.,  Norse gods.,  Norse mythology.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, The mischief-making trickster gets at least a partial makeover in this set of exploits from the reigning maven of Greek, and now Norse, mythology in graphic formatSometimes resembling in the art a sullen teenager and other times a dead ringer for DC Comics’ Joker, Loki is cast as an untrustworthy outsider admitted to the company of the Aesir by Odin’s will but never trusted or respected. Still, he generally comes out looking better than the sneering Thor and other unscrupulous, light-skinned Asgardians who repeatedly pressure him to expedite various schemes and then unjustly blame him when they go wrong. He reluctantly helps his fellow gods cheat a hired builder, is tricked into helping to leash the giant wolf Fenrir (who’s actually his own offspring), and provides epic entertainment at a wedding feast with a bawdy tug of war in which he ties one end of the rope to his unnamed and unseen but hilariously unmistakable privates. But soon enough, Loki’s instrumental role in the god Baldr’s tragic death signals a definitive turn to the dark side. Though O’Connor slyly skips mention of that tug of war in his copious endnotes, he does expound with typical sagacity on motifs and mythological figures elsewhere in the stories, as well as noting sources, textual variants, and continuing themes that will carry over into his fourth and final planned volume in the series.A semi-sympathetic portrait of a god too clever for his own good. (author’s note, character gallery, glossary, endnotes)(Graphic mythology. 10-13)

 Ages 10-13 No No

393063 Thor O'Connor, George 1-250-76078-X 978-1-250-76078-4 Following the smash-hit Olympians series, George O'Connor embarks on a new saga about the Norse gods. This second volume tells the story of Thor, god of thunder! Perfect for fans of Percy Jackson! Welcome to the Nine Worlds, home of Gods, Valkyries, Dwarves, and more! Follow the journey of the mighty Thor as he sets off into the blackest sea in search of the Midgard serpent, Jormungandr; thunders across fjords and hills in his chariot to the land of the Jotnar; and is united with his trusty hammer, Mjollnir, for the very first time. But will Thor's tales of brawling and bravado earn him his crossing from the mysterious ferryman?5 to 9 Asgardians 293
Graphic novels,
Myths,Religion 2024 68 pages First Second [ Thor. (Norse deity). Comic books, strips, etc.,  Thor. (Norse deity).,  Gods, Norse. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Mythology, Norse. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Gods, Norse.,  Mythology, Norse.,  Norse gods.,  Norse mythology.]3

School Library Journal, 
Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, Kirkus Reviews

School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 6 Up— Following the very successful Greek "Olympians" series, O'Connor returns with new tales, this time on Norse Gods. Thor, one of the most recognized Asgardians, takes the stage in this tall tale of adventure, mischief, feats, fights, and deception. In need of a ferry ride, Thor encounters an old man who will question him at every turn, and he'll be forced to retell some of his most outstanding achievements, including how he obtained his iconic hammer Mjollnir. Some more recognizable names—Loki, Odin—appear in this story, but they're joined by a long list of characters, places, weapons, and animals that have different, but similar names. That may make those new to the genre scratch their heads in confusion. O'Connor does include a glossary and notes on the historical accuracy of the panels in this book, which come in handy for die-hard fans looking for information and beyond the graphic novel. VERDICT A well-rounded title that will appeal to fans of the titular god and Norse mythology, and readers looking for an action-packed story. A great purchase for libraries where O'Connor's work circulates well.— Carol Youssif

 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/04/24, The Asgardian best known to modern readers, or at least moviegoers, struts his stuffWith his customary close and spirited take on original sources, O’Connor sets his portrait within a frame story that has Odin’s beefiest sonâ��portrayed as a veritable mountain of muscleâ��relating several renowned exploits in order to earn passage from a cloaked ferryman at a river. In contrast to his depiction in the Marvel Comics Universe, this Thor turns out to be rather lacking in social skills. But when it comes to yarns, he does spin some winsome ones, like the story of how he acquired his hammer, Mjollnir, thanks to one of Loki’s schemes. He also recounts how he got the hammer back after it was stolen, by first urging Freyja to offer herself as ransom (her reply: â��@#%!!â��) and then by masquerading as the thief’s bride. The author tucks additional tales into his closing barrage of source notes, analytical comments, and personal responses to many of the preceding panels and incidents. He also apologizes for one admittedly awesome view of Thor ripping off an ox’s head barehanded; for all the martial overtones, only rarely does the gore or violence turn visually explicit. Most of the deities are light-skinned, but the many giants, dwarves, and other beings display a range of skin hues, along with often having deliciously strange and grotesque features.It’s hammer time! (author’s note, glossary)(Graphic mythology. 10-13)

 Gr 6 Up No No

397692

Charlotte 
Bronte's Jane 

Eyre: A 
Retelling Landman, Tanya 1-454-95481-7 978-1-454-95481-1 978-0-8000-7772-3 "When Jane meets the owner of seemingly haunted Thornfield Hall--the enigmatic, brooding Mr. Rochester--her life is changed forever, but is it for better, or for worse?"-- cProvided by publisher.7 to 12

Everyone Can 
Be a Reader 
(Classics) Fic

Classics,
Historical 
fiction,Love 
stories 2024 115 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Eyre, Jane. (Fictitious character). Fiction.,  Rochester, Edward Fairfax. (Fictitious character). Fiction.,  Eyre, Jane. (Fictional character). Fiction.,  Rochester, Edward Fairfax. (Fictional character). Fiction.,  Governesses. England. Fiction.,  England. Social life and customs. 19th century. Fiction.]0 No No
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397693

Emily Bronte's 
Wuthering 

Heights Landman, Tanya and Brontë, Emily 1-454-95483-3 978-1-454-95483-5 978-0-8000-7773-0 <P><B>From the Everyone Can Be a Reader (Classics) series comes a retelling of Emily Bront&euml;&rsquo;s beloved classic <I>Wuthering Heights</I>, expertly designed to engage reluctant readers and provide an accessible reading experience for all.</B><BR /> &#160;<BR /><I>The only person who had ever seen me was Heathcliff.&#160;&#160;</I><BR /><I>And without him as my mirror, I could not even see myself.&#160;<BR /> &#160;</I><BR /> When Cathy&rsquo;s father brings Heathcliff, an orphaned boy, home to Wuthering Heights, she loses her heart to him. Cathy and Heathcliff are not destined for an easy life or a happy ending. Yet theirs is a love that defies everything: pain, punishment, disaster, even death . . .&#160;&#160;<BR /> &#160;<BR /> Powerfully retold from Cathy&rsquo;s point of view in this stunning new edition from Carnegie Medal &ndash; winning author Tanya Landman,&#160;<I>Wuthering Heights</I>&#160;is the tragic story of a passionate, obsessive love.&#160;&#160;<BR /><BR /><B>Perfect for anyone seeking adapted classics or dyslexia-friendly literature, the Everyone Can Be a Reader (Classics) hi-lo book series presents accessible versions of classic novels in an easy-to-read style. Union Square &amp; Co.&#39;s EVERYONE CAN BE A READER books utilize dyslexia reading tools like specialized fonts and paper tones, and are carefully formatted to meet readers where they are with engaging stories that encourage reading success across a wide range of age and interest levels.</B><BR /> &#160; </P>7 to 12

Everyone Can 
Be a Reader 
(Classics) Fic

Classics,
Historical 
fiction,Love 
stories 2024 96 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Bronte, Emily,. 1818-1848. Wuthering Heights. Adaptations.,  Heathcliff. (Fictitious character from Bronte). Juvenile fiction.,  Heathcliff. (Fictitious character from Bronte). Fiction.,  Heathcliff. (Fictional character from Bronte). Fiction.,  Foundlings. Juvenile fiction.,  Rural families. England. Juvenile fiction.,  Triangles (Interpersonal relations). Juvenile fiction.,  Foundlings. Fiction.,  Rural families. England. Fiction.,  Interpersonal relations. Fiction.,  England. Social life and customs. 19th century. Juvenile fiction.,  Yorkshire (England). Juvenile fiction.,  England. Social life and customs. 19th century. Fiction.,  Yorkshire (England). Fiction.]0 No No

374953
Sense and 
Sensibility Austen, Jane. 1-454-95295-4 978-1-454-95295-4 <B>Discover the story of Jane Austen&rsquo;s <I>Sense and Sensibility</I> with this exquisite edition from Union Square &amp; Co.&rsquo;s Signature Gilded Editions series! The stunning <I>Sense and Sensibility </I>special edition features sprayed edges, color end pages, a built-in ribbon bookmark, and embossed foil cover. The beautiful design and attention to detail set this special edition book</B><B> apart, whether you&rsquo;re reading for the first time or building a library of your favorite classic literature books.</B><BR /><BR /> Marianne Dashwood can&#39;t understand her sister. How could the attractive, witty, and charming Elinor fall for the quiet, self-effacing, and rather dull Edward Ferrars? And, if the two are in love, why don&#39;t they shout it to the world? Meanwhile, Elinor worries that Marianne&#39;s heart-first approach to life will hurt her, especially when it comes to the dashing John Willoughby. The two sisters spar good-naturedly over the merits of full-blown emotionalism versus reticence and self-discipline in matters of the heart. Fond as they are of each other, each is certain that hers is the only true path to love. Meanwhile, both Edward and Willoughby harbor secrets that will force these women to doubt their philosophies, their judgment, and their chances for happiness.<BR /> &#160;<BR /> Jane Austen&#39;s <I>Sense and Sensibility</I> was first published in 1811. The novel explores themes of passion, propriety, and social conventions through the experiences of the Dashwood sisters. Austen&#39;s first published novel, it established her as a respected author and has become a literary classic for its wit, insight, and social commentary. Though initially overlooked by critics, the novel provokes thought on gender roles, marriage, and finding balance between reason and emotion. Two centuries later, <I>Sense and Sensibility</I> continues to resonate through its timeless examination of social mores and the conflict between duty and desire. Its relevance today lies in what it reveals about human nature, the complexity of relationships, and the tensions between individual fulfillment and social obligations.9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic

Historical 
fiction,Love 
stories,Classics 2023 356 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Dashwood, Elinor. Fiction.,  Dashwood, Marianne. Fiction.,  Inheritance and succession. Fiction.,  Social classes. Fiction.,  Young women. Fiction.,  Man-woman relationships. Fiction.,  Sisters. Fiction.,  Man-woman relationship. Fiction.,  England. Social life and customs. 19th century. Fiction.,  England. Manners and customs. 19th century. Fiction.]0 No No

407906

Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick 

Douglass Douglass, Frederick 1-454-95764-6 978-1-454-95764-5 Frederick Douglass (born Frederick Bailey) doesn't know the year of his birth. Separated from his mother in infancy, he sees her only a few times, always at night, before her death. His fellow slaves agree that his father is a white man. At the age of seven or eight, Frederick is sent from the Maryland plantation of his birth to Baltimore. His kindly new mistress starts teaching him to read, until her furious husband forbids it. Frederick realizes then that reading is his path to freedom, but his journey is long and difficult. In writing his narrative, Frederick Douglass, a fugitive slave, revealed his slave name, the names of his9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics 921

Classics,
Biographies 2024 218 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Douglass, Frederick,. 1818-1895.,  Abolitionists. United States. Biography.,  African American abolitionists. Biography.,  Abolitionists.,  African American abolitionists.]0 No No

408067
Crime and 
Punishment Dostoevsky, Fyodor 1-454-96158-9 978-1-454-96158-1 Raskolnikov, an impoverished student, determines to kill a pawnbroker whom he detests. He does, and much plot ensues. The first book that Dostoevsky wrote after his exile in Siberia, and widely considered one of the greatest novels of all time, in all of world literature.9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic

Classics,
Historical fiction 2025 561 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Murder. Fiction.,  Homicide. Fiction.,  Russia. Fiction.]0 No No

408066
Christmas Carol 
and Other Tales Dickens, Charles 1-454-96157-0 978-1-454-96157-4 <B>Charles Dickens&rsquo;s classic tale <I>A Christmas Carol</I>, along with more of his Christmas writings, now freshly repackaged for the Union Square &amp; Co. Signature Gilded Editions line.</B><BR /><BR /> Dickens&rsquo;s widely adapted <I>A Christmas Carol</I> follows Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly, misanthropic&#8203; businessman who is visited by spirits who take him on a journey to become a man who truly appreciates Christmas and the value of helping those around him. This edition also includes Charles Dickens&#39;s Christmas novellas: <ul><li><I>The Chimes</I>: A poor, elderly man is visited by spirits who restore his faith in humanity. </li><li><I>The Cricket on the Hearth</I>: A gentle, domestic story following a family in an English village during the holiday season. </li><li><I>The Battle of Life</I>: Two sisters&#160;navigate the challenges of love, family, and the passage of time. </li><li><I>The Haunted Man</I>:&#160;After a chemist makes a deal with a spirit to forget his sorrows, he learns to&#160;value&#160;the full human experience.&#160; </li></ul>9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic 2025

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) 0 No No

374952
Picture of 

Dorian Gray Wilde, Oscar. 1-454-95294-6 978-1-454-95294-7 "When handsome young Dorian Gray sees a painter's stunning portrait of him, he is transfixed by its reflection of his own beauty. He is also troubled by the knowledge that the image in the painting will remain forever youthful and handsome while he himself will grow older and less desirable. He wishes aloud that the roles were reversed, saying that he would give his soul if only the painting would suffer the ravages of time and he were to remain forever young. From that point on, Dorian lives a life of hedonistic indulgence, knowing that only the painting will show his moral corruption"--Amazon.9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic

Classics,
Fantasy fiction 2023 220 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Appearance (Philosophy). Fiction.,  Conduct of life. Fiction.,  Portraits. Fiction.]0 No No

408065
Great 

Expectations Dickens, Charles 1-454-96160-0 978-1-454-96160-4 "Pip is a poor orphan, a boy with 'no expectations' being raised by his unkind sister and her husband in a small home on the marshes of Kent. But when Pip meets the bizarre Miss Havisham and her beautiful ward, Estella, he starts to yearn for a life as a gentleman. However, Pip will discover that wealth and honesty do not go hand in hand, and that kindness can be found in the most surprising places"--$cPublisher's Website.9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic

Classics,
Historical fiction 2025 540 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Revenge. Fiction.,  Young men. Fiction.,  Benefactors. Fiction.,  Ex-convicts. Fiction.,  Man-woman relationships. Fiction.,  Orphans. Fiction.,  Bildungsromans.,  English fiction. 19th century.,  Man-woman relationship. Fiction.,  England. Social life and customs. 19th century. Fiction.]0 No No

374948 Great Gatsby Fitzgerald, F. Scott 1-454-95290-3 978-1-454-95290-9 When Nick Carraway moves to West Egg, Long Island, he has no idea that the lavishly outfitted mansion next to his modest house is home to Jay Gatsby. Eventually, Nick becomes aware of Gatsby's intense interest in his cousin Daisy Buchanan, and when Daisy's brutish husband Tom probes Gatsby's background, he uncovers unsavory revelations about his rival's wealth. First published in 1925, F. Scott Fitzgerald's third novel offers a definitive portrait of the opulence and recklessness of the Jazz Age.9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic

Classics,Love 
stories 2023 147 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Gatsby, Jay. (Fictitious character). Fiction.,  Buchanan, Daisy. (Fictitious character). Fiction.,  Gatsby, Jay. (Fictional character). Fiction.,  Buchanan, Daisy. (Fictional character). Fiction.,  Rich people. Fiction.,  Married women. Fiction.,  First loves. Fiction.,  American Dream. Fiction.,  Rich. Fiction.,  Long Island (N.Y.). Fiction.]0 No No

407910 Odyssey Homer 1-454-95765-4 978-1-454-95765-2 <B>Discover the story of Homer&#39;s <I>The Odyssey</I> with this exquisite edition from Union Square &amp; Co.&rsquo;s Signature Gilded Editions series! The stunning <I>Odyssey</I> special edition features sprayed edges, color end pages, a built-in ribbon bookmark, and embossed foil cover. The beautiful design and attention to detail set this special edition book apart, whether you&rsquo;re reading for the first time or building a library of your favorite classic literature books.</B><BR /> &#160;<BR /> Ten years have passed since the fall of Troy. The surviving Greek warriors who destroyed that city have returned home. All except Odysseus, whose wife, Penelope, and son, Telemachus, await him. Claiming that Odysseus is dead, a host of suitors have taken up residence in his home, eating up his wealth and trying to persuade Penelope to marry one of them. Penelope steadfastly refuses. Odysseus, in fact, is alive. He has spent seven years as a captive of the nymph Calypso, and the gods finally take pity on him and persuade her to set him free. When he resumes his journey home, the sea god Poseidon sends a great storm to destroy his raft. Exhausted and near death, Odysseus and his men wash up on an island shore. They are delayed by Polyphemus the Cyclops, the Lotus-eaters, the Sirens, the sorceress Circe, and other strange creatures.<BR /> &#160;<BR /> Homer&#39;s <I>The Odyssey</I>, an epic poem from the eighth century BC, is not just a cornerstone of ancient Greek literature but also a deeply relevant work that addresses themes of perseverance, loyalty, and the challenges of returning home. Odysseus&#39;s long journey home after the Trojan War mirrors modern issues such as the plight of refugees and veterans reintegrating into society after long periods of conflict. His struggles and triumphs offer insights into human resilience and the quest for identity, themes that continue to resonate in today&#39;s global narrative of migration, displacement, and cultural integration.9 to 12
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374954
Wuthering 

Heights Bronte, Emily 1-454-95296-2 978-1-454-95296-1 "When Mr. Earnshaw, master of Wuthering Heights, returns from a trip with an unkempt orphan in tow, he announces that the child, Heathcliff, is now a member of the family. While young Catherine Earnshaw becomes close with Heathcliff, her older brother Hindley sinks into bitter resentment. As Catherine and Heathcliff mature, and their affection blossoms into desire, Hindley's resentment boils over into hatred, setting the stage for a tragic drama whose aftermath will shake the foundations of their world"--Amazon.9 to 12

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic

Classics,Love 
stories,
Historical fiction 2023 352 pages

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) [ Triangles (Interpersonal relations). Fiction.,  Rejection (Psychology). Fiction.,  Rural families. England. Fiction.,  Revenge. Fiction.,  Farm families. England. Fiction.,  Yorkshire (England). Fiction.]0 No No

408064

Alice's 
Adventures in 
Wonderland Carroll, Lewis 1-454-96155-4 978-1-454-96155-0 Original, experimental, and charmingly nonsensical, Lewis Carroll&#39;s <I>Alice&#39;s Adventures in Wonderland</I> follows seven-year-old Alice down a rabbit hole and into the topsy-turvy dream world of Wonderland. In this fantastical place, food can shrink you to the size of a mouse, or turn you into a giant, babies turn into pigs, and time stands still at the Mad Hatter&#39;s tea party. Filled with sparkling wordplay and unbridled imagination, <I>Alice&#39;s Adventures in Wonderland</I> has enchanted readers for generations.&#160;4 to 7

Signature 
Gilded Editions 
Classics Fic

Adventure 
fiction,Classics,
Fantasy fiction 2025

Union Square & 
Co. (Sterling) 3

Horn Book, Publishers 
Weekly, School Library 
Journal

Horn Book, 05/29/25, For those looking for an alternative Alice, this brilliantly illustrated version with its deep fuchsia cover and vibrant watercolors is a visual treat.

 Publishers Weekly, Date Unavailable, A pensive, titian-haired Alice trips down the rabbit hole in this adaptation that pairs the classic story with gracefully expressive illustrations. Ingpen’s detailed visions of the menagerie of creatures Alice meets lend them anthropomorphic qualities while remaining anatomically precise. The Cheshire cat, who peers out at Alice from a crowd of leaves with a milk-tooth smile, does so with kittenish serenity. The infamous tea-party is a cozy affair with intimate soft-focus portraits in pencil of the sleepy dormouse, hare (who dips his watch into his cup of tea) and the rather bleary Mad Hatter, whose pencil-drawn sidewise glances suggest it’s all dreamy good fun. A lovely and faithful interpretation. Ages 10–up. <EMPHASIS TYPE=""ITALIC"">(Nov.)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 36 Carroll's unabridged text is accompanied by abundant illustrations that will draw readers into the tale. In fact, the eye-catching volumewith its pleasing autumn-hued palette, an illustration on almost every spread, and pages that organically merge text with visual imagesis designed so that the narrative and artwork propel the story in equal measure. Each chapter is introduced by a colorful full-bleed painting depicting events to come. Copious single- and double-page illustrations and smaller insets, some in full-color and some in monochromatic tones, appear throughout the book, adding detail to the adventure and underscoring its emotional impact. Filled with soft textures and dramatic shadowing, Ingpen's artwork blends realism with whimsy. While Wonderland looks much like the English countryside and the characters have a Victorian air about them, shifting viewpoints and playful perspectives keep the mood fanciful. An endnote about "The Original Alice" and reproductions of Carroll's manuscript are appended. An inviting layout and plentiful artwork make this book a good choice for independent readers who may need a bit of encouragement, as well as for one-on-one sharing with younger children. Joy Fleishhacker, School Library Journal

 Gr 3-6 No No

413037 Kid X Baptiste, Tracey 1-643-75382-7 978-1-643-75382-9 From a New York Times bestselling author, this thrilling sequel to Boy 2.0 returns readers to the world of their favorite superhero, as Coal continues to grow into his new powers--and discovers a mysterious individual who may be just like him. Perfect for fans of Amari and the Night Brothers and Into the Spiderverse. Win "Coal" Keegan is starting to get the hang of his new life. He's come to love his foster family, the McKays, and is getting more confident with his invisibility powers. Almost too confident. At first, he uses his abilities for small favors. But soon, the favors snowball into bigger asks and messier pranks. And when rumors surface about a "ghost" in the neighborhood, Coal realizes it might be best to keep his talents under wraps. But that gets harder when Coal starts to suspect that someone--or some thing --might be tracking him. And as the evidence stacks up, Coal realizes he's not the only one with powers. Is his pursuer friend or foe? What would it be like to meet someone just like him? As the stakes rise and Coal finds allies and enemies in unexpected places, he'll have to channel a new level of bravery to protect himself, his family, and his world. Packed with themes of technology, race, and justice, this exhilarating follow-up to Boy 2.0 returns readers to the world of their new favorite superhero.5 to 9 Boy 2.0 Fic 2026
Little, Brown & 
Co. 1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Still reeling from a harrowing kidnapping and trying hard to adapt to his loving new foster family, an artsy Black middle schooler with a lot on his mind is caught at the crossroads of biotech and personal growthWin Keegan, who goes by â��Coal,â�� inherited his special ability to camouflage his body at will from his ancestors’ traumatic experiences in the Jim Crow South. He’s a superpowered child who (unfortunately) had to take care of himself for too long. Now, in between secret missions for his foster siblings and bestie, as well as art commissions for his classmates, he’s feeling pulled in too many different directions and facing expectations that don’t give him the space to figure out who he wants to be. When a rogue robot starts following him around, he’s alarmed. He’s all too aware of the unethical history of racialized medical practices like the Tuskegee Experiment and the treatment of Henrietta Lacks, and he can’t help wondering if he’s caught up in something similar. The philosophical threads of this sequel toBoy 2.0 (2024) are complex, but the action is fast-paced while allowing Coal, his always-hungry best friend, and his supportive (but privacy-invading) foster family time to reflect on the nature of care, ethics, and support for the most vulnerable. The refreshingly accessible story contains elaborate and entertaining set pieces that balance the heavier, sadly relatable elements.Powers of invisibility bring a lot to light in this compelling sequel.(Science fiction. 9-14)

 Ages 9-14 No No

396157

Swans of 
Harlem: Five 

Black 
Ballerinas, a 

Legacy of 
Sisterhood, and 

Their 
Reclamation of 

a Groundbre Valby, Karen 0-593-64356-9 978-0-593-64356-3 <b>Meet five amazing Black ballerinas from The Dance Theater of Harlem, including some of the founding members. They broke barriers and made history in the world of classical dance, at a time when racism shut out Black dancers from major dance companies.<br><br>A young adult adaptation of Karen Valby's adult non-fiction title</b><br><br>At the peak of the civil rights movement, Lydia Abarca was the first ballerina in a Black ballet company to grace the cover of <i>Dance</i> magazine. Alongside founding members Shelia Rohan and Gayle McKinney-Griffith and first-generation dancers Karlya Shelton and Marcia Sells, Abarca invited a bright light to shine on Black professional classical dancers. Grit, determination, and exquisite artistry propelled these swans of Harlem to dizzying heights as they performed around the world for audiences that included celebrities, dignitaries, and royalty.<br><br>Now, decades later, these trailblazing ballerinas and longtime friends are giving voice to their stories on- and offstage, reclaiming their past so that it is finally recorded, acknowledged, and lauded, never to be lost again.<br><br><br>*&nbsp;"This powerful account is part cultural history, part biography as it traces the formation, rise, and decline of DTH through the experiences of these five ballerinas, as well as their continued importance to dancers of color today....<b>this will appeal equally to fans of forgotten histories.</b>"&nbsp;&mdash;<i>Booklist</i>, starred review<br><br>"<b>A poignant and gripping piece </b>of little-known history."&nbsp;&mdash;<i>Kirkus Reviews</i>7 to 12 920 Biographies 2025 275 pages, 8 unnumbered pages of platesRandom House [ Abarca, Lydia. Juvenile literature.,  McKinney-Griffith, Gayle. Juvenile literature.,  Rohan, Sheila. Juvenile literature.,  Sells, Marcia Lynn. Juvenile literature.,  Shelton, Karlya. Juvenile literature.,  Abarca, Lydia.,  McKinney-Griffith, Gayle.,  Rohan, Sheila.,  Sells, Marcia Lynn.,  Shelton, Karlya.,  Dance Theatre of Harlem. History. Juvenile literature.,  Dance Theatre of Harlem. History.,  African American ballerinas. Biography. Juvenile literature.,  Ballet. United States. History. Juvenile literature.,  Ballerinas.,  African Americans. Biography.,  Ballet. United States. History.,  African Americans.,  Ballet. History.]2
Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Kirkus Reviews

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 10/01/24, Starred Review During the COVID-19 lockdown of 2020, five former dancers reconnected over Zoom to form the 152nd Street Black Ballet Legacy Council, determined to preserve the groundbreaking work and immense talent of Arthur Mitchell's Dance Theatre of Harlem (DTH). These women dia Abarca, Gayle McKinney-Griffith, Sheila Rohan, Marcia Sells, and Karlya Shelton re among its founding or early company members, yet history did not remember their names. Valby, a white journalist with two Black daughters involved in ballet, took notice of the Legacy Council and knew it was time for these women to resume their places in the spotlight. Structured in three acts, like a ballet, this powerful account is part cultural history, part biography as it traces the formation, rise, and decline of DTH through the experiences of these five ballerinas, as well as their continued importance to dancers of color today. The book's introduction states, "Black excellence is not a one-off but a spectacular ongoing fact," and the ensuing narrative underscores this truth over and over again through the astonishing accomplishments of these dancers in their own rights as well as in conjunction with the racism and colorism so ingrained in the world of classical ballet. While dancers and Misty Copeland admirers are the obvious audience, this will appeal equally to fans of forgotten histories, such as Hidden Figures (2016), by Margot Lee Shetterly.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Valby’s young readers’ adaptation of her 2024 adult title of the same name describes how five trailblazing Black women broke color barriers in the world of balletThere is no more quintessentially American story than that of the birth of the Dance Theater of Harlem. Mentored by George Balanchine himself, Arthur Mitchell became New York City Ballet’s first Black principal dancer. After Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination, Mitchell vowed to build a school where Black people could thrive in a predominantly white art form. His extraordinary vision was built on the backs of five ballerinasâ��Lydia Abarca, Gayle McKinney-Griffith, Sheila Rohan, Marcia Sells, and Karlya Sheltonâ��whose triumphs, tribulations, and journeys toward sisterhood make this story compulsively readable. Valby’s chronological account alternates among the women’s perspectives, detailing the prejudice that they battled within the company and in the dance world at large. She also doesn’t shy away from exploring Mitchell’s own internalized racism and misogynistic treatment of his dancers, even as he urged them on to greatness. Prima ballerina Abarca became Mitchell’s muse and was feted and celebrated, yet she struggled under the intense pressure to be perfect. This collective biography presents an unflinching portrait of the problematic perfectionism still pervasive in ballet, while joyfully celebrating a sisterhood of dancers who made an indelible mark by demonstrating the beauty of Black bodies to the world. Unfortunately, the work does not contain a source list.A poignant and gripping piece of little-known history. (index)(Nonfiction. 14-18)

 Ages 14-18 No No

400547

Great 
Misfortune of 

Stella Sedgwick Isabelle, S. 1-335-00696-6 978-1-335-00696-7 <strong><em>Bridgerton&nbsp;</em>meets&nbsp;<em>The Davenports&nbsp;</em>in this wildly entertaining standalone romance, following a young Black woman trying to balance her independence with her future in 1860s London&rsquo;s high society.</strong><br /><br /><strong>&quot;Stella Sedgwick will steal your heart while tickling your funny bone. If you&rsquo;re ready for a witty heroine, a hero with a heart of gold, and a plot that will keep you turning pages until late into the night, then this is the book for you!&quot;--Meg Cabot, author of&nbsp;<em>The Princess Diaries</em></strong><br /><br />Stella Sedgwick is a lost cause.<br /><br />Banished from etiquette lessons and unsure of her future, Stella dreams of a writing career and independence, but 1860s England offers little opportunity beyond marriage or servitude for a sharp-tongued, dark-skinned girl.<br /><br />When her late mother&rsquo;s former employer summons Stella to London, he tells her of his intention to bequeath one of the family&rsquo;s great estates to her. It&rsquo;s a life-changing inheritance, but one that will precipitate a legal battle that would be easier if Stella were married. With her cousin Olivia by her side, Stella is thrust into London society and must navigate fashion and balls, insults and stares, and a rekindled connection to Nathaniel, her childhood best friend with a rakish reputation.<br /><br />Beyond the marriage market, living in London presents intriguing opportunities to Stella, like picking up her mother&rsquo;s anonymous advice column to guide readers through upper-class perils. As new acquaintances are made and old secrets are uncovered, Stella must decide when to play by the rules, when to break them, and when to let herself follow her heart.7 to 12 Fic
Love stories,
Historical fiction 2025 340 pages HarperCollins [ Inheritance and succession. Fiction.,  Social classes. Fiction.,  Black people. England. Fiction.,  Romance stories.,  Romance fiction.,  England. History. 19th century. Fiction.]4

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 06/01/25, Starred Review Stella Sedgwick is content to live in the country with her aunt and cousin. She has no designs on entering the marriage market and would much prefer a life of independence. Being Black in Regency England is difficult enough without trying to find a rich suitor. Stella's plans are interrupted when her late mother's former employer leaves her his grand estate and £2,000 a year. What happens next is a season of balls, romance, and a society advice column reminiscent of Lady Whistledown's. Stella tells her story with humor and wit, whisking readers through the social season alongside her. Stella experiences many of the prejudices against Black people during the Regency era. While race does play a part in the story, it is Stella's personality, humor, and strong-mindedness that drive the story and will endear it to readers. Secondary characters range from mixed race to Black, white, and Asian descent. Multiple swoonworthy suitors will leave readers wondering if Stella will give up her plans for spinsterhood. Isabelle has created a Regency romance that will satisfy romance fans who are not quite ready for Bridgerton but hunger for the balls and gossip of high society. A first purchase for all young adult collections.

 Kirkus Reviews, 07/01/23, In this novel set in 1868 England featuring Black protagonists, a young woman’s desire for self-determination conflicts with societal constraintsAt 18, orphan Stella Sedgwick is expected to find a position as a servant for a wealthy family. Her 17-year-old biracial cousin, Olivia Witherson, received a small inheritance from her white vicar father, but if Stella is to achieve her dream of becoming a writer, she’ll need to make a smart marriage. When a letter arrives from her late mother’s former employer, Thomas Fitzroy, summoning her to his home, she’s confused. Stella’s mother, who was enslaved in the West Indies and later abandoned by Stella’s father, raised her daughter alongside Mr. Fitzroy’s grandchildren at Kendall Manor. Stella hasn’t heard from the family in the four years since her mother’s death, so she’s shocked to learn that she’ll inherit the estate following terminally ill Mr. Fitzroy’s deathâ��but, given that only men can own property, the bequest requires her to marry. Stella wrestles with accepting this gift and its consequencesâ��both matrimony and the reactions of Mr. Fitzroy’s family. Stella’s navigation of a society that is unwelcoming to non-white people is well written but would have benefited from more robust historical context. Still, the strong character development will help readers understand the complex choices each character faces. Strong pacing throughout culminates in a slightly lackluster ending.Romance enthusiasts will enjoy this work, although history buffs will be left wanting more details.(Historical romance. 13-18)

 Publishers Weekly, 05/12/25, In 1868 London, Black 18-year-old Stella has been orphaned since her mother’s death four years prior. She lives with her biracial cousin Olivia and aunt Eleanor, who pressures both girls to marry into wealthy families. But Stella doesn’t want to be a wife; she wants to write, like her mother. Things get complicated when Stella is named heir to Kendall Manor, where her mother also worked as a nursemaid prior to her death, and learns that she must marry in order to inherit the property. Soon, Stella, accompanied by Olivia, becomes embroiled in the complex machinations of high-society affairs with elite, affluent families, including Stella’s childhood friend, Nathaniel. As Stella courts various suitors, she buries her feelings for Nathaniel, who is already betrothed. Then Stella is hired to take over her mother’s anonymous advice column in the newspaper, State of London. But when her writing begins causing issues for her family and her prospects—both professional and romantic—she must consider the cost of her passion. Isabelle (Shadow Coven) crafts a compelling lead in Stella; her dissatisfaction with her society’s gender norms chafes against her secret desire to experience true love in this sweeping period romance. Ages 13–up. Agent: Laura Rennert, Andrea Brown Literary. (July)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 7–10— In this historical romance, Isabelle combines the playfulness of Bridgerton with the social jockeying of a Jane Austen novel. Stella Sedgwick, 18, lives on the outskirts of London in the 1860s. As a Black teenager, she has low expectations for making a good match in high society, but her fortunes may be on the rise as she has come into a sizable inheritance. Now, she and her cousin Olivia Witherson must navigate the tumultuous debutante scene, balancing their desires against the demands of family. This book nicely introduces concerns like race and class into an otherwise familiar romance template. Isabelle gives this story a playful edge with such details such as the Bridgerton -inspired Fiona Flippant gossip column, which Stella secretly manages following her mother's death. Parts of Stella's story are recognizable from other British romances, but she has her own style of banter that readers will no doubt enjoy. VERDICT A comfort read for anyone who is drawn to romances set in the Regency and Victorian eras.— Talea Anderson

 Gr 7-10 Ages 13-18 No No

397213

Professional 
Golf 

Encyclopedia Stathes, Corbu 1-09-829610-9 978-1-09-829610-0 "The Professional Golf Encyclopedia introduces readers to a variety of star golfers, famous golf courses, and notable tournaments. In addition, the book offers an in-depth introduction covering the history of golf, along with information about statistical leaders in various categories. Features include a glossary, additional resources, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Encyclopedias is an imprint of Abdo Reference, a division of ABDO."-- cProvided by publisher.5 to 9

Sports 
Encyclopedias 
Set 2 796.352

Sports and 
games 2025 192 pages

ABDO 
Reference [ Professional Golfers' Association of America. Juvenile literature.,  Professional Golfers' Association of America.,  Professional sports. Juvenile literature.,  Athletics. Juvenile literature.,  Golf. Juvenile literature.,  Sports. History. Juvenile literature.,  Professional sports.,  Athletics.,  Golf.,  Sports. History.]0 No No

397212
NHL 

Encyclopedia Clarke, David J. 1-09-829609-5 978-1-09-829609-4 The NHL Encyclopedia introduces readers to some of the NHL's greatest teams, exploring their star players and most notable seasons. In addition, the book offers an in-depth introduction covering the NHL's history, along with information about statistical leaders in various categories. Features include a glossary, additional resources, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Encyclopedias is an imprint of Abdo Reference, a division of ABDO.5 to 9

Sports 
Encyclopedias 
Set 2 796.962

Sports and 
games 2025 192 pages

ABDO 
Reference [ National Hockey League. Juvenile literature.,  National Hockey League.,  Professional sports. Juvenile literature.,  Athletics. Juvenile literature.,  Hockey. Juvenile literature.,  Sports. History. Juvenile literature.,  Professional sports.,  Athletics.,  Hockey.,  Sports. History.]1 School Library Journal

School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, FLYNN, Brendan . The World Soccer Encyclopedia . ISBN 9781098296124 . GERARD, Mary . The Professional Wrestling Encyclopedia . ISBN 9781098296117 . STATHES, Corbu . The Professional Golf Encyclopedia . ISBN 9781098296100 . ea vol: 192p. (Sports Encyclopedias Set 2). ABDO / Encyclopedias . Jan. 2025. Tr $52.79. Gr 3–7— Sports fans will find a wealth of information in these comprehensive encyclopedias. Each volume is dedicated to a specific sport, starting with a detailed history before diving into chapters on notable teams, players, and leagues. The writing draws readers in by highlighting thrilling moments and standout performances. Each page features a well-written paragraph paired with a relevant photo, including historical black-and-white images that transport readers to the sport's origins, as well as vibrant color photos that capture iconic moments and players. Each book concludes with further reading, an index, and a glossary. VERDICT A solid purchase for all sports collections.

 No No

353402 Dinged Greenwald, Tommy 1-419-75515-3 978-1-419-75515-6 Fourteen-year-old star freshman quarterback Caleb Springer watches his father deteriorate from injuries he suffered playing the very same sport, forcing Caleb to consider whether playing football, the sport of his dreams, is worth risking irreparable physical harm.5 to 9 Game Changer Fic Sports fiction 2022 273 pages
Harry N 
Abrams, Inc. [ Football. Fiction.,  Fathers and sons. Fiction.,  Sports injuries. Fiction.,  Brain. Wounds and injuries. Fiction.,  High schools. Fiction.,  Schools. Fiction.,  Father-son relationship. Fiction.,  School stories.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A talented high school quarterback weighs gridiron glory against the scary possibility of permanent brain damage.Greenwald lays out a scenarioâ��set a few years later at the same school as in Game Changer (2018)â��that will give anyone whose world revolves around strapping on shoulder pads and getting into the huddle second thoughts. As he leads the Walthorne Wildcats through an undefeated season, freshman quarterback Caleb Springer shows every sign of being well on the way to following his father’s footsteps into the NFLâ�¦except that ominous symptoms follow every hard hit he takes to the head, and as the season wears on, he also sees his strong, confident dad exhibiting ever more erratic behavior, uncharacteristic bursts of anger, and serious signs of memory loss. Will Caleb’s love of the game, combined with the high expectations of his father, teammates, coaches, and fellow students, spur him to carry on despite determined opposition from his tough-minded new girlfriend, Nina Rojas, and even after his dad, forced at last to see a neurologist, gets a diagnosis of early-onset dementia? Along with a list of resources at the end, the author folds frightening scenes with an injured teammate and another exâ��NFL player into the story as he takes his confused protagonist through the championship game to a decision that may be smart even if just possibly too late. The cast mainly presents White.A cogent cautionary tale showing football at its most violent and joyless. (author’s note) (Sports fiction. 10-14)

 Ages 10-14 No No

378543
With a Little 

Luck Meyer, Marissa 1-250-61893-2 978-1-250-61893-1 After being magically gifted with incredible luck, a boy discovers this gift just may be a curse when it comes to love, in this YA novel by #1 New York Times -bestselling author Marissa Meyer.7 to 12 Fic Love stories 2024 360 pages
Feiwel & 
Friends [ Luck. Fiction.,  Magic. Fiction.,  Best friends. Fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Interpersonal relations. Fiction.]3

Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Fortune favors the nerd in this heartwarming novel by bestselling novelist Meyer.Sixteen-year-old Jude is content to live a quiet life, creating art, waging Dungeons & Dragons campaigns, hanging with his best friend (a girl named Ari), and pining over Maya, his unrequited crush. One night, while working at his parents’ record store, Ventures Vinyl, he stumbles across a ruby-red 20-sided die, which he pockets for later use. Suddenly, Jude conquers coin flips, slays a pop quiz, and vanquishes a vending machineâ��and starts to wonder if perhaps his new die has magical powers. After snagging a pair of VIP tickets to a sold-out concert, Jude seizes the opportunity to ask Maya on a date. But as the two get to know each other better, Jude starts to wonder whether his vision of her aligns with reality. And what about the feelings Ari unexpectedly stirs in him? When Jude loses his precious die, and his luck takes a turn for the worse, he’s forced to face a terrifying fact: His fortune may well depend solely on his own choices. This humor-infused romance features a likable cast of racially diverse characters, both main and ancillary: Jude is coded white, Maya is Black, and Ari has Mexican heritage. Noah, a sparkly side character, uses they/them pronouns. Jude’s breaking of the fourth wall to address readers adds charm to the story, as do his comics, which are interspersed throughout.Wonderful, witty, and as sweet as spun sugar. (Romance. 13-18)

 Publishers Weekly, 11/27/23, When 16-year-old artist Jude discovers a mysterious red 20-sided die that grants him an impossible run of good luck, it seems as if everything is finally going his way. His family’s struggling record store starts turning a profit, his favorite gaming magazine accepts his art submission, he’s acing schoolwork without even trying, and Maya, the popular girl he’s loved from afar for years, agrees to go out with him. Nothing can go wrong—or so he believes. Because when Jude accepts that he and Maya would be better off as friends, he realizes that he’s been overlooking his best friend Ari, whom he’s never thought of in a romantic way before. And when his good luck starts swinging toward misfortune, Jude discovers that getting things the easy way may have a cost. In this companion to Instant Karma, Meyer presents a breezy and fun romantic comedy that cycles through predictable beats with good-natured charm. While there aren’t many surprises, Jude’s self-aware narration entreats to readers like a trusted confidante, and the chemistry between Jude and Ari is so palpable, it’s a wonder it took them so long to realize it. Jude is white, Ari is Latinx, and Maya has “dark skin.” Ages 12–up. Agent: Jill Grinberg, Jill Grinberg Literary. (Feb.)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 6 Up— Jude has always been allergic to the spotlight. Literally. The Dungeons &; Dragons fanatic, comic-drawing introvert breaks out in hives when he gets called on in class. But when he finds a poster signed by Sir Paul McCartney, publishes a comic in his favorite magazine, and wins tickets to meet his longtime crush Maya's favorite musician, he starts to believe he has found luck in the form of a magical dice. However, when the dates with his dream girl are less than dreamy and he loses the dice, Jude starts to wonder if he blew everything. And why does it bother him so much when best friend Ari accepts their obnoxious friend's prom-posal? Meyer's newest novel following the brother of Instant Karma 's protagonist stands on its own. This sweet, character driven, friends-to-lovers romance is full of diverse and supportive friends and family. Readers will cheer and feel for Jude as he struggles with social anxiety and his evolving feelings. Refreshingly, Maya and Jude's relationship fizzles not because she is a villain, but because she simply doesn't fit the image Jude built up in his head. His struggles to let go of the dream he held for so long and accept his feelings for Ari are realistic and relatable. VERDICT There's no shortage of humor and heart in this one. Sweet and slightly magical, this romance is guaranteed to please fans and newcomers alike.— Elisha Sheffer

 Gr 6 Up Ages 13-18 No No

387752

ChatGPT, AI, 
and the Future 

of Writing 1-534-50978-X 978-1-534-50978-8 Ever since the large language model-based AI chatbot ChatGPT launched in 2022, there has been a significant amount of buzz and concern around the possibility of this technology impacting writing as both a creative and professional pursuit.9 to 12
Opposing 
Viewpoints 303.4834 Social sciences 2025 176 pages

Greenhaven 
Press, Inc. [ ChatGPT.,  Artificial intelligence.,  Artificial intelligence. Computer programs.,  Artificial intelligence. Educational applications.,  Natural language generation (Computer science).,  Authorship.,  Computer programs.]0 No No

411495
Where Wolves 

Don't Die Treuer, Anton 1-646-14584-4 978-1-646-14584-3 978-0-8479-0193-7 <P><B>Best of the Year: NYPL - Chicago Public Library - American Indians in Children&#39;s Literature</B><BR /><BR />Ezra Cloud hates living in Northeast Minneapolis. His father is a professor of their language, Ojibwe, at a local college, so they have to be there. But Ezra hates the dirty, polluted snow around them. He hates being away from the rez at Nigigoonsiminikaaning First Nation. And he hates the local bully in his neighborhood, Matt Schroeder, who terrorizes Ezra and his friend Nora George.<BR /><BR />Ezra gets into a terrible fight with Matt at school defending Nora, and that same night, Matt&#39;s house burns down. Instantly, Ezra becomes a prime suspect. Knowing he won&#39;t get a fair deal, and knowing his innocence, Ezra&#39;s family sends him away to run traplines with his grandfather in a remote part of Canada, while the investigation is ongoing. But the Schroeders are looking for him&hellip;<BR /><BR />From acclaimed author Anton Treuer comes a novel that&#39;s both taut thriller and a raw, tender coming-of-age story, about one Ojibwe boy learning to love himself through the love of his family around him.<BR /><BR /><B>P R A I S E</B><BR /><BR /><I>&quot;Where Wolves Don&#39;t Die</I>&#160;will lift you up and not let you down. Anton Treuer knows how to tell a gripping story and the suspense doesn&#39;t let up for a single page. Along the way you&#39;ll learn about Ojibwe lifeways, languages, sharp jokes, gentle humor, and how to keep romantic love alive from youth to old age. I couldn&#39;t put this book down until I&#39;d finished it, and then, I could not forget it.&quot;<BR /><B>-Louise Erdrich, Pulitzer Prize Winner and owner of Birchbark Books</B><BR /><BR />&quot;I am in awe, crying and smiling at the same time.&#160;<I>Where Wolves Don&#39;t Die</I>&#160;is a love letter to our Ancestors. This beautiful story is full of cultural teachings and characters so familiar that I&#39;m pretty sure we&#39;re related.&quot;<BR /><B>-Angeline Boulley, #1 NYT bestselling author of&#160;<I>Firekeeper&#39;s Daughter</I></B><BR /><BR />&quot;It is quite likely that I will never stop reading&#160;<I>Where Wolves Don&#39;t Die</I>. First of all, it&#39;s an excellent piece of writing, and second of all, each time that I would read through one section I would want to go back and read that section or another one over again. I enjoyed the writing so much because the author&#39;s thoughts reflected mine in terms of what I knew my life to be and what I had hoped could have been. I think it is one of the best pieces of writing I have ever read.&quot;<BR /><B>-The Hon. Senator Murray Sinclair, Chair of Canada&#39;s Truth and Reconciliation Commission</B><BR /><BR />&quot;A nuanced adventure centering family and growth.&quot;<BR /><B><I>-Kirkus</I></B><BR /><BR /><I>&quot;Where Wolves Don&#39;t Die</I>&#160;gives voice to all of us who survived residential boarding school, visibility to all of us who love and live our language and culture, and hope to all good humans who quest for healing, connection, and love. Everyone should read this.&quot;<BR /><B>-Dennis Jones, Nigigoonsiminikaaning First Nation Elder and Retired Instructor of Ojibwe, University of Minnesota and residential school survivor</B><BR /><BR /><I>&quot;Where Wolves Don&#39;t Die</I>&#160;will immerse you in the northern wilderness more completely than Hatchet, rivet you to a storyline faster than a Harry Potter book, and transport you into Indigenous culture more authentically and compellingly than anything in print. This is the best book I have ever read.&quot;<BR /><B>-Charles Grolla, author of&#160;<I>Binesi-dibaajimowinan: Ojibwe Bird Stories</I>&#160;and&#160;<I>Makazinataagewin: Ojibwe Style Moccasin Game</I></B><BR /><BR />&quot;I have never read a book that so authentically portrayed the yearning we all feel for our culture, ancestors, families, and communities.&#160;<I>Where Wolves Don&#39;t Die</I>&#160;had me laughing out loud, staying up late to absorb one chapter after another, and crying buckets of unrestrained joy. It left me proud to be Indian and so happy to be alive.&quot;<BR /><B>-Chrissy Downwind, Vice President of American Indian Student Success &amp; Campus Diversity Officer, American Indian Resource Center, Bemidji State University</B></P>9 to 12 Fic
Suspense 
fiction 2025 311 pages Levine Querido [ Ojibwa Indians. Juvenile fiction.,  Familes. Juvenile fiction.,  Suspense fiction.,  Family life. Fiction.,  Ojibwa Indians. Fiction.]5

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, School Library 
Journal Starred Review, 
Horn Book, Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers 
Weekly

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 04/22/24, Starred Review Treuer (Everything You Wanted to Know about Indians but Were Afraid to Ask, 2021) immerses the reader in Ojibwe culture in this suspenseful novel of wilderness survival. At school in Northeast Minneapolis, Ezra tolerates Matt's bullying. But when Matt targets his friend Nora, Ezra snaps back. That very night, Matt's house goes up in flames. To shelter Ezra from a potentially racist police investigation, his father sends him deep into their Canadian tribal lands to work the trap lines with Grandpa Liam for the second half of ninth grade. Ezra welcomes the distance from his father, whom he blames for his mother's recent death from leukemia. And Ezra is excited to share his grandpa's small hunting cabin, learn the sacred ways of the harvest, and navigate a Ski-Doo around the isolated lakes and forests north of the Minnesota-Ontario border. Visits to their Nigigoonsiminikaaning community on the rez give Ezra a chance to Zoom with his teachers and text with Nora. The details and pure physicality of running the lines are vivid and fascinating, and Grandpa Liam is a character for the ages, filled with love, knowledge, and humor. The pace accelerates when treacherous terrain, threatening wildlife, family secrets, and Matt's vow of revenge spill into an extended fight for survival. Ezra's growth strength, skill, responsibility, and empathy hard-won. An essential illumination of contemporary Indigenous life.

 School Library Journal Starred Review, 04/22/24, Gr 8 Up— Ojibwe teen Ezra stands up to Matt, the school bully for harassing Nora, his crush, and injures himself. The next day, he and Nora learn Matt's family perished in a house fire, and Matt, who survived, is blaming the fire on Ezra. Ezra's father Byron takes him up to "Red Gut," their reservation in Canada, to stay with Grandpa Liam and Grandma Emma. He is told he will help Grandpa work the trapline—a dream come true for him to learn hunting and survival skills. Ezra is free from the tricky situation at school and begins to process his mom's death, which strained his relationship with his dad, at their isolated trapping cabin. A long-buried family secret is revealed, and he learns how far Grandpa Liam will go to protect their family and friends. The narrative is well written with Ojibwe language scattered throughout. Grandpa Liam constantly educates Ezra on their history and culture, which sometimes sounds like a textbook. Ezra's struggles with a crush, loss of a parent, and a bully will resonate with readers. Parts of the ending are predictable, but there is a twist. Stylistic sketches of a wolf begin each chapter, since Ezra's family is wolf clan, and a bear sketch starts each section. Ojibwe translations are included, along with an author's note. VERDICT A great first purchase for all libraries, with a unique hero's journey for Ezra as he begins to assume adult responsibilities.— Tamara Saarinen

 Horn Book, 04/22/24, Fifteen-year-old Ezra Cloud wishes he were on the rez at Nigigoonsiminikaaning First Nation with Grandpa Liam. Instead, he is stuck in northeast Minneapolis, being bullied by Matt Schroeder. When Matt's house burns down just hours after they have a fight, Ezra's father worries about suspicion falling on his son and decides that Ezra should go to the rez to be with his grandparents in Canada while the police investigate. As Ezra learns more about Ojibwe culture and activities (including hunting and trapping), he begins to heal from the loss of his mother a year earlier and let go of his long-held anger toward his father. He also learns family secrets that change how he understands himself and those around him. In his introspective and compelling debut YA novel, Treuer weaves Ojibwe history and traditions with contemporary concerns for Ojibwe teens. Readers also bear witness, via the grandfather character's memories, to the violent impact of the residential schools on families and children. Back matter includes an Ojibwe glossary and an author's note that acknowledges changes made to real-life stories and customs for narrative effect.

 Kirkus Reviews, 04/22/24, A fire changes a 15-year-old boy’s life in this fiction debut by noted Ojibwe scholar and author Treuer.Ezra Cloud, a member of the Nigigoonsiminikaaning First Nation in Canada, lives in Minneapolis with his professor father, Byron. When the home of bully Matt Schroederâ��â��just the kind of colonizer who would’ve been a perfect fit in the US 7th Cavalry in 1890, trying to kill innocent Lakota children with a Hotchkiss gunâ��â��mysteriously burns down the night after a public altercation between Matt and Ezra, the police want to question Matt’s classmates. Byron arranges for his son to give his statement over Zoom and takes him back to the rez, where Ezra is thrilled to learn he’ll be working the trapline for the winter with Grandpa Liam. Ezra’s a strong student who must still do his homework and check in with teachers when he has internet access, but otherwise he’ll be focusing on wilderness knowledge. Alongside issues such as racism, Ezra’s first-person perspective thoughtfully explores grief: His mother passed recently, and he’s angry and has a rocky relationship with Byron. The novel positively portrays Indigenous characters through characterization that embraces and affirms the parallel paths of traditional ways and formal schooling. Byron is a caring father who wants to be involved in his son’s life during a trying time. The Cloud family are wolf clan, something referenced in Pawis-Steckley’s striking Anishinaabe woodland artâ��style digital spot illustrations.A nuanced adventure centering family and growth. (Ojibwe translations, author’s note) (Fiction. 12-18)

 Publishers Weekly, 04/22/24, Ojibwe teen Ezra Cloud hates his Northeast Minneapolis home; he’s tired of the bullying he endures from his peers regarding his heritage (“White people didn’t have to live that kind of fear,” Ezra thinks). He much prefers the surroundings of Nigigoonsiminikaaning First Nation, his

 Gr 8 Up Ages 12-18 No No

355950 Good as Gold Buford, Candace 1-368-09025-7 978-1-368-09025-4 Publisher Annotation: Fans of Netflix's Outer Banks will devour this contemporary YA novel with a propulsive mystery about one girl's search for her town's legendary sunken treasure in order to clear her family's name and save her future.7 to 12 Fic

Adventure 
fiction,Mystery 
fiction 2023 314 pages

Walt Disney 
Press/Hyperion [ Friendship. Juvenile fiction.,  Families. Juvenile fiction.,  Treasure troves. Juvenile fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Family life. Fiction.,  Buried treasure. Fiction.,  Mystery and detective stories.,  Mystery fiction.]4

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, ALA Booklist, 
Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 05/08/23, While trying to save her family, a Black girl tugs on a string that will unravel her small town and the lies that built it.Casey Whitecroft’s life has been going downhill since the failure of her father’s business and their subsequent decline in social status. Formerly part of the â��charmiesâ��â��a subset of the rich, primarily White people in their small town of Langston, Georgiaâ��she is now one of the â��downstreamers.â�� Her demoralized father won’t leave the house, her mother is constantly angry, and her sister, a Spelman College junior, is keeping her distanceâ��leaving Casey with few options as she adjusts to her new reality. When they face losing their home, Casey reaches out to attractive co-worker Tanner for help selling her last remaining valuables at his parents’ pawn shop. In the process, she discovers a rust-covered coin she picked up in the local lake may matter more than she thought and may lead to discovering secrets behind Langston’s legend of buried treasure. However, Casey and Tanner aren’t the only ones searching for the treasureâ��and they are in real danger. The closer they get to the truth, the more they uncover about Langston’s founding. This thrilling coming-of-age story unfolds briskly, keeping readers engaged in the details of the 100-year-old mystery. Through her multiracial cast of characters, Buford examines the impacts of racism and revisionist history through the generations.A riveting examination of power and the importance of history. (Mystery. 13-18)

 ALA Booklist, 05/01/23, Desperate times call for desperate measures, and high-school senior Casey is willing to try anything to keep her Ivy League-plans on track. Her seemingly perfect life is upended when her father loses his job, ousting her from the popular crowd and jeopardizing her ability to afford college tuition. Here the story takes an unexpected twist, as Casey and a group of new friends decide to look for the sunken treasure rumored to exist in their touristy lake town, Langston. Readers will find themselves invested in the progress of the search and its possible outcomes. Buford's contemporary novel engagingly mixes mystery with adventure and buzzes with ethereal elements, but it is anchored in the realistic challenges Casey faces. Her desire to get out of Langston and spread her wings will be relatable to most teens, and her efforts to help ease her family's struggles, form genuine friendships, and go the extra distance to reach her goals glitter brighter than any gold that might be lurking in Langston.

 Publishers Weekly, 06/26/23, Casey Whitecroft, who is Black, used to live alongside the affluent, largely white population of her Langston, Ga., town, until her father’s business went belly up and the family had to move into her late grandmother’s house. There, she lives among most of Langston’s financially imperiled, ethnically diverse residents. Though she’s skeptical of any chances to attend Barnard, her dream school, she’s started waiting tables at the country club she used to belong to, hoping to beef up her extremely diminished college fund. But when the county threatens to seize their house, Casey is determined to do whatever it takes to keep her family from ending up on the streets. Seeking a solution, she finds allies in her coworkers, who are convinced that the stories of an abandoned mining town submerged in the reservoir that’s said to contain hidden treasure is more than a tall tale for tourists. As Casey and her coconspirators dig deeper into the history behind this legend, however, they uncover secrets that some people will do anything to keep buried. By keeping the circumstances behind Langston’s founding close to the vest and juxtaposing Casey’s previously privileged life with that of her peers on the other side of town, Buford (Kneel) develops a tightly plotted mystery with high stakes and nail-biting tension. Ages 12–up. Agent: Carrie Pestritto, Laura Dail Literary. (June)

 No No

394209
Second Chance 

on Earth Vidal, Juan 0-8234-5711-7 978-0-8234-5711-3 "When sixteen-year-old Marcos travels to Cartagena, Colombia to scatter his late father's ashes, he strikes up a friendship with Camilo, a boy his age who works as a local taxi driver and shares Marcos' love for the novel One Hundred Years of Solitude"-- cProvided by publisher.9 to 12 Fic
Novels in verse,
Realistic fiction 2024 216 pages Holiday House [ Grief. Fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Books and reading. Fiction.,  Novels in verse.,  Cartagena (Colombia). Fiction.]5

Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal 
Starred Review, ALA 
Booklist, Kirkus Reviews

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 10/04/24, In Vidal’s YA debut, a grieving teen takes his father’s ashes on a healing journey to ColombiaMarcos Cadena’s life turns upside down when Papi unexpectedly dies in a motorcycle accident. On top of that, Marcos’ closest friends leave Miami the summer before junior year of high school, and he struggles to cope with his grief. But resourceful, athletic Marcos soon finds solace in writing poetry and in the magical realism he finds in his father’s old copy ofOne Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel GarcÃa Márquez. Márquez lived in Cartagena, the city where Papi was born. Composed in verse, Marcos’ story is warmly studded with memories of his loving dadâ��from the way Papi danced while he cooked to how he taught Marcos never to start a fight but to always defend himself. When Ma takes Marcos and his sister to Cartagena to pay a final tribute to his dad, Marcos meets Camilo, a teen cab driver with a tragic past who shares his affinity for Nobel laureate Márquez. The boys become fast friends, exploring Cartagena and shooting hoops togetherâ��until a dark secret that Camilo initially hides from Marcos threatens their newfound bond, potentially putting both boys in danger. A responsible son, protective older brother, and caring friend, sensitive Marcos will win readers’ hearts as he tries to navigate the complexities of both mourning and friendship with forgiveness and compassion.Heartfelt, moving, and beautifully written.(Verse fiction. 14-18)

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 08/19/24, Sixteen-year-old Marcos Cadena’s world is split in two when his father is killed in a motorcycle accident. One month after the incident, his mother suggests that their family scatter Papi’s ashes in his beloved hometown of Cartagena, Colombia; she hopes that the change of scenery and the opportunity to pay their respects will have a positive effect on Marcos. Upon arrival, Marcos meets Camilo, a young taxi driver who shares his love for the author of Papi’s favorite book, One Hundred Years of Solitude, and offers to show him around the city. Expressing caution, his mother allows Marcos to explore Cartagena with charismatic Camilo, who tells Marcos more about Gabriel García Márquez as well as the “slums” of Camilo’s own childhood. But when Marcos learns a dangerous secret about Camilo that could endanger them both, he must reckon with whether some actions are unforgivable. Through affecting verse, Vidal (Rap Dad, for adults) deftly examines themes of friendship, masculinity, grief, and redemption. The richly detailed Colombian background of this poignant exploration of the death of a parent is as alive and vibrant as its narrator. Ages 14–up. Agent: Alex Slater, Sanford J. Greenburger Assoc. (Sept.)

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up —Still shaken by the sudden loss of his father, Marcos first copes by playing basketball nonstop. But after discovering an old copy of One Hundred Years of Solitude , he is inspired to write poetry, "trying to make sense/ of what I was feeling." Soon after, he travels from Miami to Cartagena, Colombia, alongside his mother and younger sister to scatter Papi's ashes in his hometown. There, Marcos befriends Camilo, an 18-year-old cab driver with a dark past, and the two bond over their love of Gabriel Garc&7;a M&5;rquez while cruising the city in Camilo's dented taxi. Marcos's narrative voice bears the cool mien of a teenage boy and intertwines with evocative stanzas that capture tender memories of Papi and bring the northern Colombian setting vividly to life through sights ("by the white sands/ blue-green waters") and sounds ("&1;Que chimba!"). The journey of a second-generation teen connecting with his parents' home country in his own right is underscored by ruminations on manhood ("only boy in a tribe/ of women and girls") and an ode to literature in Vidal's profound YA debut. VERDICT An introspective coming-of-age novel in verse that is a must-have for young adult collections.—Jessica Agudelo

 ALA Booklist, 08/01/24, Sixteen-year-old Marcos' papi is dead at 44, crushed in a motorcycle accident. Now the Colombian American teen finds himself en route, with his mother and sister, to Cartagena to scatter Papi's ashes. Once there, their taxi driver, 18-year-old Camilo, offers to give him a tour of the city. Reluctantly, Marcos' mother agrees, and off they go. The two bond after discovering they both love Gabriel García Márquez's classic novel One Hundred Years of Solitude, which was also Papi's favorite book book, Marcos writes in his first-person voice, that "KO'[s] you Iron Mike Tyson style." As Marcos gets to know Camilo, Marcos discovers commonalities with the other boy: "a darkness inside . . . his sense of humor . . . his choice of books and songs." And he discovers Camilo is a storyteller like Márquez: "listening to him is like getting drunk in a maze." Vidal himself is a talented storyteller, as he demonstrates in this sometimes poignant, accomplished novel in verse. To read it is an implicit invitation to read Márquez. RSVP "yes."

 Gr 7 Up No No

849010
Last Dragon on 

Mars Reintgen, Scott 1-665-94651-2 978-1-665-94651-3 Thirteen-year-old Lunar Jones was born on Mars, with every day a struggle, until he stumbles into a restricted military zone where he learns dragons are real and a new dragon has chosen him as a rider--a role he needs to embrace quickly because this dragon could save the Martian colony.5 to 9 Dragonships Fic Science fiction 2024 378 pages Aladdin [ Dragons. Juvenile fiction.,  Orphans. Juvenile fiction.,  Survival. Juvenile fiction.,  Dragons. Fiction.,  Orphans. Fiction.,  Survival. Fiction.,  Mars (Planet). Juvenile fiction.,  Mars (Planet). Fiction.]4

Starred Review for 
Publishers Weekly, ALA 
Booklist, Horn Book, 
Kirkus Reviews

Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 07/22/24, In this rip-roaring series launch from Reintgen (the Celia Cleary series), dragons are the living embodiment of celestial bodies; Earth is only habitable because its dragon, Gaia, sacrificed herself. A century before the tale’s start, people headed for Mars, assuming its dragon, Ares, would be similarly selfless. Ares refused, however, sparking a war that ended when the dragons of Mars’s moons killed Ares. With his dying breath, Ares turned Mars’s plants, animals, and weather against humans. Now Martian society is nearing collapse, and orphaned 13-year-old Lunar Jones must risk his life salvaging scrap to support himself. While hiding from murderous rivals, Lunar finds a secret bunker that’s home to juvenile dragon Dread and a squadron of kids training to be his flight crew. Dread has the potential to help save Mars—and wants resourceful Lunar to be the crew’s new captain. Reintgen’s latest balances fraught interpersonal drama with expertly choreographed action and gleefully imaginative worldbuilding. The keenly rendered, racially diverse cast boasts jocularity, heart, and derring-do, enthralling readers while illustrating the revolutionary power of forgiveness and teamwork. Ages 10–up. Agent: Kristin Nelson, Nelson Literary. (Oct.)

 ALA Booklist, 10/01/24, Despite living in a universe teeming with dragons, Lunar Jones hasn't experienced much wonder growing up on Mars. He was orphaned long ago, and after Mars' resident dragon was killed, the cursed planet has become increasingly inhospitable to humans. Lunar scavenges for scrap to keep himself afloat, but after one expedition goes awry, he takes refuge in an underground military school preparing young recruits and one secret dragon to save their planet. A last-minute reprieve sees Lunar tapped to train, too, and it will take all of his hard-won street smarts to manage hostile peers, potential allies, a galaxy in turmoil, and an enormous dragon who may not be what he appears. This fantastic first entry in the Dragonship series is incredibly imaginative, combining intriguing dragon lore, fierce friendships, and full-tilt action into a whirlwind story sure to keep readers riveted. It's part sf (dragon spaceships!), part fantasy, and all enormous fun, complete with a twist ending that will leave the audience eagerly awaiting future installments. A rollicking reminder to remember your roots and stay open to the unexpected.

 Horn Book, 04/01/25, Mars-born Lunar Jones is a salvager on the dying planet, trying to find enough old technology to sell to keep his fellow orphans fed. When rival scrappers attempt to kill him to steal his latest find, he flees into the forbidden military zone and discovers a tunnel that leads to a cave containing a young dragon. The planet has been without one since humanity killed Mars's "king-dragon," Ares, a century before, but the dragons of Mars's moons Phobos and Deimos still drive the spaceships that cross the galaxy. A new dragon would be a game-changer for the struggling colony, and the military wants to eliminate Lunar to keep his discovery a secret. The dragon -- Dread -- intervenes: he has chosen the fearless Lunar as his dragoon, the point person to lead his crew and his ship. So begins Lunar's training to captain a starship. With echoes of influences as diverse as Orson Scott Card and Anne McCaffrey, this innovative adventure effortlessly draws readers into Lunar's predicament. The story line provides a rich ground for interpersonal rivalries and loyalties among the other candidates for dragoon, while the action builds realistically from training exercises to real-life emergencies as the dragons' political conflicts become deadly. The pages turn so quickly that readers will get to the end almost without realizing it -- then wait eagerly for a sequel.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A tenacious 13-year-old battles to save Mars, the only home he knows, in this series openerLunar Jones, called â��Dadâ�� by the other orphans at the understaffed, underfunded Martian Relocation Clinic, is a scrapper in the dying Mars settlement, which is ironically named Harvest. Although the atmosphere supports human life, Martian plants, animals, and weather pose threats to survival, and the salvagers risk their lives with every expedition. A century ago, people killed Ares, Mars’ King-Dragon, hoping to make the planet â��a paradise. A second version of Earth.â�� But that plan backfired. After a bloody attack by a rival salvage group, Lunar regains consciousness in an underground bunker, under the care of Gen. John Poppy, who’s secretly rearing a dragon named Dread. Poppy has rallied a group of young people with assorted special skills. Soon Dread will choose his dragoon, the human he bonds with for life. In the world of the story, which is reminiscent of Mad Max and Star Trek, each celestial body has its own dragon avatar. The backstory is fairly well developed, and the short chapters are packed with action. Lunar and some other key characters show positive growth, while the minor characters feel more like types. Lunar presents white; there’s some diversity in race among the supporting cast.Fast-paced dragon flights and mid-space fightsâ��plus underdog heroes who are easy to root for.(Fantasy. 10-14)

 Ages 10-14 No No
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409734 Rise of Neptune Reintgen, Scott 1-665-94654-7 978-1-665-94654-4 <b>For the first printing only! This hardcover features stenciled sprayed edges while the special edition supply lasts.</b><BR><BR><B>A</B> <I><B>New York Times</B></I> <B>bestseller!</B><BR> <BR><B>Lunar prepares his allies for an attack from Neptune in this second book with &ldquo;space battles galore&rdquo; (<I>Kirkus Reviews</I>) in the</B> <I><B>New York Times</B></I> <B>bestselling sci-fi and fantasy mash-up</B> <I><B>The Dragonships series</B></I><B>, sure to delight fans of Skandar and</B> <I><B>Eragon</B></I><B>!</B><BR><BR>Lunar Jones and the Dread Knights have brought hope to Mars. Between Dread&rsquo;s power and a newly formed alliance with Earth, the once-dying planet is headed for prosperity at last. The only shadow is the one cast by Dav Robinson&rsquo;s warning: Neptune is coming.<BR> <BR>As predicted, Neptune&rsquo;s ships arrive in Martian space&#8212;and they&rsquo;re not interested in talking. The fleet launches an immediate attack. Lunar was prepared for hostilities, but the way the attack happens is unexpected. Neptune&rsquo;s dragons seem divided, and its ships, while countless in number, are almost too easy to defeat. It&rsquo;s clear there&rsquo;s more to Neptune&rsquo;s story than meets the eye, and Lunar and his Dread Knights must figure out the mystery behind their looming foe quickly&hellip;before those secrets doom Mars for good.5 to 9 Dragonships Fic Science fiction 2025 419 pages Aladdin [ Dragons. Fiction.,  War. Fiction.,  Science fiction.,  Mars (Planet). Fiction.,  Neptune (Planet). Fiction.]4

ALA Booklist, Horn Book, 
Kirkus Reviews, School 
Library Journal

ALA Booklist, 10/01/25, "Neptune is coming." Lunar Jones may have befriended a dragon, led a group of young soldiers to victory, and revived the entire Martian ecosystem, but he finds it difficult to enjoy his success, haunted by the dying words of a captured enemy. Still, Lunar, his beloved dragon Dread, and his loyal Dread Knights have been busy managing the newly thriving planet, and it's not until they receive a fresh batch of settlers that things begin to go haywire. Neptunian forces do, in fact, arrive en masse, bringing new dragons, seemingly untouchable troops, and murky but malevolent intentions to contend with. Lunar will have to call on old friends, new allies, and his own compassionate heart to keep the galaxy from falling into ruin. The stellar sequel feels pleasantly familiar while fleshing out established characters and expanding the existing mythology, but the stakes are higher and relationships deeper. The excellent action scenes and suspense will keep readers absorbed, while moments of humor and friendship (and burgeoning crushes) lighten the load. A worthy return to a wonderfully fantastical world.

 Horn Book, Date Unavailable, In this sequel to The Last Dragon on Mars (rev. 1/25), Mars is under attack by aliens from Neptune's largest moon, Triton; and Dread, the newly recognized planetary dragon of Mars, must defend his planet along with his dragoon, Lunar Jones. While Lunar's fighters are destroying the oddly flimsy enemy fleet, Neptune's moon dragon, Nereid, uses the commotion to stow away and request asylum, claiming that another of Neptune's moons, Proteus, was supposed to escape with her. Lunar locates Proteus -- shapeshifted into a human -- but Proteus's ability to see a range of probable futures upends their assumptions and completely reshapes the battlefield. Should Lunar trust Proteus's visions, especially when Triton knows them all as well and has stolen a memory from Proteus that may hold the key to success in battle? The original crew that bonded in the first book possesses a band-of-brothers (and sisters) charm that undergirds the situation with wry humor, each contributing particular strengths and modeling leadership as they encourage newcomers who must step up and prove themselves. In his search for Proteus's stolen memory, Lunar encounters a memory ripped from his first officer, Proctor, which creates awkward (and delightful) consequences. Each development that isn't resolved leads to another plot twist, keeping readers guessing, while the climax unveils a new threat strong enough to drive a potential third book. Anita L. Burkam

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Lunar Jones and Dread the dragon rally the Dread Knights to defend Mars from attack by Triton, the dragon from Neptune’s largest moonAbout a year has passed since 14-year-old Lunar Jones became a dragoon and bonded with Dread, the planetary dragon of Mars. In this second series entry, Mars is now productive and again accepting Earthers as settlers, while Lunar adjusts to being in a leadership role, despite being younger than most of those he commands and â��responsible for protecting all of Mars.â�� Proctor (strategy), Doc (programming), Little Will (lead scout), and Mara (who’s nicknamed â��Wildcardâ��) reprise their crucial roles, while the story is fleshed out with other familiar faces, a batch of new recruits, and dragoons and dragons from throughout the solar system. Upon the approach of unknown vessels into Mars’ atmosphere, Lunar and Dread recall uncomfortable rumors about hostility from Neptune’s dragons, and the battles begin. Lunar narrates most chapters; occasional sections are told from Proctor’s point of view. A whiff of romantic attraction doesn’t impede the nonstop action, and the epilogue points to more entries to come. The dragon backstory holds together, although several innovations that appear at just the right time and support healing or offer battle advantages feel like overly easy solutions. Most humans present white.Not as strong as the series opener, but the space battles galore will satisfy returning fans.(Fantasy. 10-14)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 5 Up— Earth and Mars have renewed an alliance that allows 500 Earthers to begin a new life on the red planet. A shuttle arrives carrying one too many passengers and the story takes off from there. With an obvious connection and appeal to fans of mythology and science fiction, this title will please readers of diverse genres and offers an invitation to tackle such universal issues as war, colonization, and immigration. Scenes full of force fields, shape-shifters, and dragons that can manipulate time and space will take readers on a roller-coaster ride of interplanetary competition. Triton is an evil and crafty foe who makes keeping Mars safe from Neptune an exciting, extraterrestrial challenge. At over 400 pages, the action is plentiful, and the humor breaks up the tension to keep readers at ease. Those unfamiliar with the series may find the combination of dragon lore and science fiction a little tough to follow, but the relationship between Lunar and Dread will win them over. VERDICT This will be a hit with sci-fi and fantasy fans. At this installment's close, they'll be clamoring for more.

 Gr 5 Up Ages 10-14 No No

395829
All the Noise at 

Once Davis, DeAndra 1-665-95265-2 978-1-665-95265-1 <b>Winner of the William C. Morris Debut YA Book Award</b><BR> <b>Three starred reviews!</b><BR> <BR><b>A Black, autistic teen tries to figure out what happened the night his older brother was unjustly arrested in this &ldquo;propulsive&rdquo; (Jas Hammonds, award-winning author of <i>We Deserve Monuments</i>), moving story about brotherhood, identity, and social justice.</b><BR><BR>All Aiden has ever wanted to do was play football just like his star quarterback brother, Brandon. An overstimulation meltdown gets in the way of Aiden making the team during summer tryouts, but when the school year starts and a spot unexpectedly needs to be filled, he finally gets a chance to play the game he loves.<BR> <BR>However, not every player is happy about the new addition to the team, wary of how Aiden&rsquo;s autism will present itself on game day. Tensions rise. A fight breaks out. Cops are called.<BR> <BR>Brandon interferes on behalf of his brother, but is arrested by the very same cops who, just hours earlier, were chanting his name from the bleachers. When he&rsquo;s wrongly charged for felony assault on an officer, everything Brandon has worked for starts to slip away, and the brothers&rsquo; relationship is tested. As Brandon&rsquo;s trial inches closer, Aiden is desperate to figure out what really happened that night. Can he clear his brother&rsquo;s name in time?9 to 12 Fic Realistic fiction 2025 377 pages Atheneum [ Autism spectrum disorders. Juvenile fiction.,  Brothers. Juvenile fiction.,  False imprisonment. Juvenile fiction.,  African Americans. Juvenile fiction.,  Autism spectrum disorders. Fiction.,  Brothers. Fiction.,  False imprisonment. Fiction.,  African Americans. Fiction.,  Autism. Fiction.]5

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal 
Starred Review, William 
C. Morris Award Winner, 
Kirkus Reviews

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 04/15/25, Starred Review Aiden Wright, a Black and autistic teenager, wants nothing more than to play football like his older brother Brandon, a quarterback, and to be on a team with Brandon before he leaves for college. Despite some challenges with the sensory experience and ableist discrimination, Aiden makes it onto the team. Unfortunately, one of Aiden's bullies starts a fight, and the police are called. When Brandon tries to shield his brother from police violence, he gets arrested and wrongly accused of assaulting a police officer. As Brandon's resulting trial edges closer, Aiden must figure out a way to uncover what exactly happened that day d help clear Brandon's name in time. Aptly named after the feeling an autistic person might experience during sensory overload, this is a stunning debut that empathetically captures the nuances of being both Black and autistic with care and love. Aiden and Brandon's relationship as brothers is complex and layered, and readers will root for both of them and hope they reconcile their differences. At its heart, this is a story about brotherhood, family, the fight against police brutality and the carceral system, racism and anti-Blackness, and ableism through the autistic experience l in all, it is essential reading about activism and collective action. Aiden's voice will linger long after you finish this riveting work.

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 04/15/25, Though Black high school junior Aiden loves football, he’s always believed that his reactions to overstimulation connected with his autism diagnosis would prevent him from joining his older brother, star quarterback Brandon, on the high school team. When he participates in summer tryouts, his overwhelm from a multi-person pileup triggers a meltdown. Assuming he’s doomed his chances, Aiden moves on, until a confluence of events results in his making the team, a development that not everyone—including some of his new teammates—is happy about. Then Aiden is involved in a physical altercation with a white teammate, and Brandon, having protected Aiden, is wrongfully charged with assaulting a white police officer. With the future Brandon has worked so hard for—and the brothers’ relationship—in jeopardy, Aiden determines to clear his brother’s name. Chapter titles count down the days leading up to and following the incident, grounding readers and injecting immediacy into Davis’s propulsive debut. Aiden’s intimate first-person perspective offers an organic portrayal of a Black autistic teen navigating social stigma and systemic racism. Writing nuanced and complexly rendered characters, family dynamics, and social commentary, Davis delivers a powerful portrayal of identity and siblinghood that’s as gripping as it is thoughtful. Ages 14–up. Agent: Kat Kerr, Donald Maass Literary. (Apr.)

 School Library Journal Starred Review, 04/15/25, Gr 8 Up— Despite a disastrous summer football tryout, when fall arrives, star quarterback Brandon convinces the coaches to let his younger autistic brother Aiden join the team. Aggravated by the updated roster, some players turn a post-game hangout into a fight, and when the cops are called, chaos ensues. In the aftermath, the white players walk away unscathed, Aiden is shaken up, and Brandon is wrongly charged with assaulting a police officer. As everything Brandon worked for begins slipping away, Aiden is determined to prove his brother's innocence before the impending trial destroys their family. Davis's debut novel beautifully tackles race, social justice, and disability through direct, candid character interactions. Aiden's experience as a Black autistic teen will leave many people feeling seen while exposing neurotypical readers to an acute awareness of life they have never journeyed through. Aiden and Brandon's relationship is dynamic, vulnerable, and healthy, leaning into the messy reality of love and guilt colliding. The resolution comes with the knowledge that sometimes there is no apology, even when warranted, and all one can do is move forward while hoping for better. Aiden and Brandon are Black. VERDICT A stellar debut about ignorance and privilege and the abuse of it that resonates beyond the final page.— Emily Walker

 Kirkus Reviews, 04/15/25, An autistic Black teen in Florida battles on and off the field to define his own destiny and come to his brother’s aidSixteen-year-old Aiden Wright wants to play football with his older brother during their last school year together before Brandon goes to college. But sensory stress during Aiden’s team tryout leads to a meltdown, and he’s only invited to play when two other athletes leave. Meanwhile, Aiden is placed in a life skills class that’s typically reserved for kids who have challenges. There he’s partnered for a project involving getting a part-time job with friendly new girl Isabella, who got in trouble at her old school. When a teammate who’s long been cruel to Aiden because of his autism instigates a fight that escalates, Aiden becomes a victim of police violence. Brandon intervenes, trying to protect him, and is arrested and charged with assaulting an officer. Now Aiden battles complicated team dynamics while he tries to get Brandon exonerated. Aiden is a nuanced character with a well-developed inner life. The brothers’ realistically drawn relationship is both flawed and vulnerable, showing the different facets of their personalities. The coaches and about half the football players are white, and the Wrights live in a wealthy, predominantly white area of town; Davis’ debut explores the intersections of race and socioeconomic differences.An atmospheric gridiron tale that highlights the complexities of team sports, friendship, and bias.(Fiction. 14-18)

 Gr 8 Up Ages 14-18 No No

413051 Naturals Barnes, Jennifer Lynn 0-316-60049-0 978-0-316-60049-1 Cold cases are about to get hot. Don't miss this exhilarating crime thriller--perfect for fans of Criminal Minds and A Good Girl's Guide to Murder --from Jennifer Lynn Barnes, the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The Inheritance Games . Seventeen-year-old Cassie is a natural at reading people. Piecing together the tiniest details, she can tell you who you are and what you want. But, it's not a skill that she's ever taken seriously. That is, until the FBI come knocking: they've begun a classified program that uses exceptional teenagers to crack infamous cold cases, and they need Cassie. What Cassie doesn't realize is that there's more at risk than a few unsolved homicides-especially when she's sent to live with a group of teens whose gifts are as unusual as her own. Soon, it becomes clear that no one in the Naturals program is what they seem. And when a new killer strikes, danger looms close. Caught in a lethal game of cat and mouse with a killer, the Naturals are going to have to use all of their gifts just to survive. Think The Mentalist meets Pretty Little Liars -Jennifer Lynn Barnes's The Naturals is a gripping psychological thriller with killer appeal, a to-die-for romance, and the bones of a gritty and compelling new series. Catch every thrilling twist and turn of The Naturals series in: The Naturals Killer Instinct All In Bad Blood Twelve (enovella) For more unputdownable series from Jennifer Lynn Barnes, don't miss the beloved Inheritance Games Saga and The Debutantes duet.7 to 12 Naturals Fic Mystery fiction 2026 323 pages
Little, Brown & 
Co. [ Criminal profilers. Fiction.,  Criminal investigation. Fiction.]5

ALA Booklist, Horn Book, 
Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal

ALA Booklist, 11/01/13, Seventeen-year-old Cassie Hobbes has always had a gift for getting into people's minds. Maybe she inherited it from her psychic mother, and maybe she would ask her mother about it she hadn't disappeared five years ago, leaving only a bloody crime scene behind. So when tapped by the FBI to join an elite, secret team that solves cold cases related to serial killers, Cassie doesn't hesitate. Relocated to the D.C. suburbs, she meets a team of "Naturals," teens with gifts ranging from reading emotions to detecting deception, and becomes the FBI's newest profiler. In this high-adrenaline series opener, the latest spree of serial killings turns personal for Cassie when they grow increasingly more related to her mother's presumed death. And when it's obvious someone in the FBI may be involved, how can she trust or hide her emotions among the professionally trained Naturals? Grisly details and intermittent glimpses from the killer's point of view sustain the high level of suspense. Even a psychic won't anticipate all the twists and turns.

 Horn Book, 09/22/25, Seventeen-year-old Cassie, an exceptional people-reader, is the newest recruit for the FBI's program for teens with singular crime-solving talents. Cassie and her fellow prodigies get to know one another while honing their forensic skills. Then Cassie discovers an open case that might explain her missing mother's whereabouts. Smart and well paced, this mystery has all the addictive appeal of a TV crime procedural.

 Kirkus Reviews, 09/22/25, A teen with a special ability and a tragic past is recruited by the FBI to join a group of young profilers. Seventeen-year-old Cassie Hobbes has lived with her paternal grandmother since her mother's presumed murder five years ago. Lorelai Hobbes was never found, but the horrific scene at the site of her disappearance pointed toward her death. Cassie has never quite fit in with her family, haunted by memories and her uncanny ability to "read" people. Her mother had helped develop that skill so she could be helpful in Lorelai's "profession" as a psychic. When Cassie is approached by the FBI to join a special unit of young profilers, she sees an opportunity to do some good. Cassie moves into an unusual group home in Quantico, Va., with other teens who have gifts useful to the FBI. In addition to her training, Cassie has to navigate the group dynamic, as each of her cohorts has a back story. A series of killings like Lorelai's in nearby Washington, D.C., makes it impossible for Cassie to remain on the sidelines despite the efforts of her superiors. This savvy thriller grabs readers right away. Cassie's outsider feelings are convincing and give credence to her actions throughout the story. There is enough violence, grisly description and plot surprises to keep crime-show devotees reading. Unanswered questions will have those readers on tenterhooks for the next in the series. (Mystery. 14 & up)

 Publishers Weekly, 09/30/13, In an intense CSI-type thriller, Barnes (Nobody) lets readers inside the mind of 17-year-old Cassie Hobbes, a -Natural- profiler with the uncanny ability to piece together an individual-s motives, backgrounds, and patterns of behavior. After her mother-s gruesome abduction, and with her father overseas, Cassie is recruited for a special FBI program for teens like her to help solve cold cases. Cassie immediately realizes that being a Natural may be more than she bargained for, and her fellow gifted teens take getting used to, including Michael, an emotional expert who seems fascinated with Cassie-s, and Dean, who just looks pissed off-mostly at her. Barnes is in her wheelhouse with this story of keenly powered teens and covert ops, and she provides an enticing inside look at the world of crime-solving through Cassie-s hyperaware eyes. Cassie-s pursuit by an unknown serial killer keeps things tense, as do creepy narratives from the killer. Barnes shows every card at just the right moment, catching readers off-guard at the final reveal. It-s a stay-up-late-to-finish kind of book, and it doesn-t disappoint. Ages 12-up. Agent: Elizabeth Harding, Curtis Brown. (Nov.)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 9 Up— The FBI recruits Cassie Hobbes, 17, to be one of the Naturals, a group of teens with innate crime-solving abilities. Cassie learned how to read people from her mother, a performing psychic who disappeared five years ago and is presumed to be dead. With her father overseas in the military and her large extended Italian family in Colorado, Cassie sets out on her own to Washington, DC, to hone her skills under the tutelage of Special Agent Lacey Locke. The four other teens living in her house possess extraordinary skills as well. Mysterious Dean can read people on sight, handsome and mischievous Michael can understand people's emotions, intense and brainy Sloane can quickly analyze facts and numbers, and catty and pushy Lia can instantly detect a lie. Cassie begins her training with cold cases but is quickly swept into an ongoing investigation. Despite the best efforts of their mentors to keep them off the case, the investigation, which is personal for Cassie, requires the talents of all the teens to solve. This fast-paced series starter introduces the characters and background without losing the intensity of the plot. The murder scenes have just enough blood and gore for forensics fans. The love triangle among Cassie, Dean, and Michael will keep romance readers entertained, and the FBI cases will lure in mystery enthusiasts. The ending is resolved with just enough left open for readers to look forward to the next installment.— Lynn Rashid, Marriotts Ridge High School, Marriottsville, MD

 Gr 9 Up Ages 14-up No No

396121

Momo 
Arashima Duels 

the Queen of 
Death Sugiura, Misa 0-593-56414-6 978-0-593-56414-1 Momo Arashima is half goddess and half human-torn between two worlds. But with her friends Danny, Ryleigh, Jin and Niko by her side, she's finally starting to find a place where she belongs. Too bad none of that matters when Izanami, the treacherous goddess of death, threatens the life of someone Momo loves and forces her into a terrible bargain. Izanami is after the Jewel of the Heart, an artifact that that will help her finally escape the land of the dead ... and she wants Momo to get it for her. Along with her friends, Momo must face fire demons, fanged mermaids, and spiders as big as horses. But even if they succeed, what4 to 7

Momo 
Arashima Fic Fantasy fiction 2025 328 pages Random House [ Magic. Juvenile fiction.,  Ability. Juvenile fiction.,  Spirits. Juvenile fiction.,  Gods, Shinto. Juvenile fiction.,  Japanese Americans. Juvenile fiction.,  Magic. Fiction.,  Ability. Fiction.,  Spirits. Fiction.,  Gods, Shinto. Fiction.,  Japanese Americans. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Momo and friends are back, this time trying to save Momo’s father and the mortal world from Izanami the DestroyerIt’s been six weeks since Momo and her friends and battle partners Ryleigh, Jin, Danny, and Niko secured the Mirror of the Sun and saved 888 children from a nine-tailed fox demon. Momo wants to return to a time when everything felt safe. Izanami, the Queen of Death, appears to Momo in a nightmare, revealing that she’s imprisoned Momo’s father, who’s believed to be dead. The queen threatens to kill him unless Momo finds and brings her the Jewel of the Heart, a treasure that would help her restore her full powers and destroy the mortal world. With the help of her friends, Momo sets out to find the jewel, save her father, and defeat Izanami before she kills everyone on Earth. Along the way, they encounter a creepy mermaid and enter the dungeon of the Spider People. Even with the help of unexpected allies, they’re embarking on one of their most difficult quests, especially if they can’t stop fighting long enough to act like a team. This funny and exciting series closer explores themes of friendship, trust, truth and lies, power, and self-discovery. Momo’s friends also work through personal issues relating to family and identity. As before, Japanese legends, folktales, and religious traditions are woven throughout; this volume features the new addition of Indigenous Ainu influences.A riveting end to an action-packed trilogy. (author’s note, glossary)(Fantasy. 8-12)

 Ages 8-12 No No

380093

Momo 
Arashima 
Breaks the 

Mirror of the 
Sun Sugiura, Misa 0-593-56410-3 978-0-593-56410-3 <b>In the next book in the thrilling fantasy series filled with gods and monsters of Shinto mythology, a twelve-year-old girl must steal an ancient relic, work with new friends and learn to control her own dangerous power to defeat a new threat.</b><br><br>After vanquishing a demon king, saving her mom,&nbsp;and reconnecting&nbsp;with her friend Danny, Momo ought to be living the life she's always wanted. But lately, Danny has been ditching her to hang out with mean-girl Ryleigh&mdash;and groups of kids have begun vanishing without a trace. Then a whole backyard full of cool kids at&nbsp;Ryleigh's exclusive birthday party becomes the latest to disappear, leaving Momo, Ryleigh, Danny, boy band superstar&nbsp;Jin, and Momo's old friend Niko the fox to fight a dangerous new enemy from Shinto legend.<br><br>This time they are up against Tamamo-no-mae&mdash;beautiful, bloodthirsty, and manipulative, she's the ultimate mean girl of the Kami-verse. To defeat her, Momo must travel to the Sky Kingdom and steal the legendary Mirror of the Sun. But if she&rsquo;s going to survive monster ambushes, escape giant snakes, and pull&nbsp;off the heist of the millennium, Momo will have to find a way to work with her team (even Ryleigh), and grapple with the growing power that connects her with her storm god grandfather, Susano'o', and her greatest foe&mdash;Izanami the Destroyer.4 to 7

Momo 
Arashima Fic Fantasy fiction 2024 362 pages Random House [ Ability. Fiction.,  Shinto gods. Fiction.,  Japanese Americans. Fiction.]1 Kirkus Reviews

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Momo is thrown into a dangerous quest to save the children of the mortal world from an ancient Japanese demon in this second series entry.After fighting monsters and defeating a powerful demon, half-kami and half-human Momo Arashima wishes she could celebrate and just go back to her everyday seventh grade life. But Momo feels like her best friend, Danny Haragan, is drifting awayâ��he’s been hanging out with Ryleigh Guo, the mean girl who bullies her. When Momo crashes Ryleigh’s party in order to confront Danny, she finds herself in the middle of a mass kidnapping of her classmates by the ancient nine-tailed fox demon Tamamo-no-mae. In the aftermath, Momo is left with Danny, Ryleigh, and boy band superstar and surprise party guest Jin Takayama (â��Ryleigh’s mom’s cousin’s best friend’s husband’s nephewâ��). This oddball team, accompanied by Niko, Momo’s magical fox spirit babysitter, set out to ask the Seven Lucky Gods for help. Their only hope is to travel to the Sky Kingdom and steal the Mirror of the Sun from Amaterasu, the Goddess of the Sun. Although their journey includes attacks by yÅ�kai and encounters with deities and spirit guardians, their biggest challenge is learning to get along and trust one another. ShintÅ� influences and Japanese folklore are blended in this action-packed fantasy that explores friendship, belonging, anger, anxiety, self-discovery, and embracing all parts of ourselves.An appealing adventure filled with both action and heart. (glossary) (Fantasy. 8-12)

 Ages 8-12 No No

351602

Momo 
Arashima 
Steals the 

Sword of the 
Wind Sugiura, Misa 0-593-56406-5 978-0-593-56406-6 <b>A thrilling fantasy series about a twelve year old girl who sets out to save her Shinto goddess mother&mdash;and the world&mdash;by facing down demons intent on bringing chaos.<br><br>&ldquo;A grand adventure.&rdquo; &mdash;Brandon Mull, #1 <i>New York Times</i> bestselling author of Fablehaven<br><br>&ldquo;A wild ride of a novel&hellip;hilarious.&rdquo; &mdash;Sayantani DasGupta, <i>New York Times </i>bestselling author of The Kingdom Beyond</b><br><br>All Momo wants for her twelfth birthday is an ordinary life&mdash;like everyone else's. At home, she has to take care of her absentminded widowed mother. At school, kids ridicule her for mixing&nbsp;up reality with the magical stories her mother used to tell her.<br><br>But then Momo&rsquo;s mother falls gravely ill, and a death hag straight out of those childhood stories attacks Momo at the mall, where she&rsquo;s rescued by a talking fox . . . and &ldquo;ordinary&rdquo; goes out the window. It turns out that Momo's mother is a banished Shinto goddess who used to protect a long-forgotten passageway to Yomi&mdash;a.k.a. the land of the dead. That passageway is now under attack, and countless evil spirits threaten to escape&nbsp;and wreak havoc across the earth.<br><br>Joined by Niko the fox and Danny&mdash;her former best friend turned popular jerk, whom she never planned to speak to again, much less save the world with&mdash;Momo must embrace her (<i>definitely</i> not "ordinary") identity as half human, half goddess to unlock her divine powers, save her mother&rsquo;s life, and force the demons back to Yomi.4 to 7

Momo 
Arashima Fic Fantasy fiction 2023 377 pages Random House [ Fantasy.,  Shinto gods. Fiction.,  Ability. Fiction.,  Japanese Americans. Fiction.]3

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 01/01/23, Starred Review Momo has long known that she's different. After all, nobody else sees the things she and her mother can mething her teachers attribute to an "overactive imagination" and a childhood listening to her mother's stories of the kami and other fantastical beings from Japan. This has led to Momo being labeled least popular in seventh grade, which makes her yearn to be "normal" and thus reject her mother's stories about the gods. It's hard enough dealing with her father's death and mother's grief without having to be reminded that she doesn't fit in. This is all upended when a visit from a magical fox, her ex best friend, and a death hag proves not only that everything her mother taught her is true, but that her mother's life d the fate of the world e in Momo's hands. Sugiura's wonderful series starter is a page-turning, emotion-packed adventure that draws on Japanese-inspired folklore to explore themes of family, friendship, and identity. Though fairly light and humorous in tone, this book deals with loneliness, the emotional strain of a child acting as caregiver to a parent, and the bravery needed to be who you really are. Highly recommended for fans of the Aru Shah books and Winnie Zeng Unleashes a Legend (2022).

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Momo must travel through the mortal and spiritual worlds and fight Japanese demons to save her motherâ��and the rest of humanity.Twelve-year-old Momo Arashima is trying to be a normal kid, but that isn’t easy since she sees things others can’t, gets bullied at school, and takes care of her inattentive widowed mother. After Momo is attacked at the mall by a shikome, or death hag, then rescued by talking fox Niko, who at first appears as a redheaded boy wearing old-fashioned clothing, a tremendous secret is revealed: Mom is a kami, or Shinto goddess. As the guardian of the Island of Mysteries, Mom is tasked with protecting the gate between Earth and Yomi, where the dead dwell. But wicked demon oni are emerging from the portal and harming the island, which in turn is killing Momo’s mother. Being half-kami and half-human, Momo is the only one able to visit the island and then leave it; it’s up to her to save the day. She travels across the Sea of Heaven in the company of Niko and, unexpectedly, a former friend who gets swept up in their emergency departure. Japanese American transracial adoptee Danny used to be close to Momo until he fell in with the popular crowd. This hilarious, high-spirited tale blends Japanese legends, mythical creatures, and deities. Alongside the fantastical romps, themes of fear, anger, loneliness, belonging, friendship, and inner strength are thoughtfully explored.Funny, relatable, and full of adventure. (author’s note, glossary) (Fantasy. 8-12)

 Publishers Weekly, 01/02/23, A Japanese American 12-year-old must procure a magical artifact to save the world from monsters in this rollicking series opener by Sugiura (Love & Other Natural Disasters). Momo Arashima’s widowed mother raised her on stories about Japanese gods, called kami, and monsters, called yo¯kai. Momo also “tended to see things no one else could see,” often confusing her supernatural visions with reality, and leading to her getting bullied by classmates and feeling like an outsider at Oak Valley Middle School. Her life becomes even more challenging, though, when she’s attacked by a Japanese death hag and saved by a magical fox named Niko as well as bully Danny Haragan, a former Japanese friend adopted by white parents. Momo soon learns that her mother is a Shinto goddess, guardian of the Island of Mysteries, and that demons have escaped from the underworld into the mortal plane. To protect humankind, Momo, Danny, and Niko must travel across heaven and earth for an enchanted sword to defeat the yo¯kai. Culturally specific details imbue this roller-coaster-feeling magical plot with authenticity and intrigue, while Momo’s smart, funny narration and slowly reforming relationship with Danny ground their adventure in a thoughtful friendship tale. Ages 8–12. (Feb.)

 Ages 8-12 No No

397654

Dangerous 
Idea: The 

Scopes Trial, 
the Original 
Fight over 
Science in 

Schools Levy, Debbie 1-547-61221-5 978-1-547-61221-5 One hundred years ago, a small town science teacher ignited a nationwide debate over what kids should learn.5 to 9 345.73 Government 2025 278 pages Bloomsbury [ Scopes, John Thomas. Trials, litigation, etc. Juvenile literature.,  Scopes, John Thomas. Trials, litigation, etc.,  Evolution (Biology). Study and teaching. United States. History. Juvenile literature.,  Biology. United States. Textbooks. History. Juvenile literature.,  Biology publishing. United States. History. Juvenile literature.,  Religion and science. United States. History. Juvenile literature.,  Educational law and legislation. United States. Juvenile literature.,  Evolution (Biology). Study and teaching. United States. History.,  Biology. United States. Textbooks. History.,  Biology publishing. United States. History.,  Religion and science. United States. History.,  Educational law and legislation. United States.,  Evolution. Study and teaching. United States. History.]6

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Horn Book, School 
Library Journal Starred 
Review, Horn Book, 
Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 11/01/24, Starred Review In the famous Scopes trial (1925), a small-town high-school science teacher was charged with violating a recently enacted state law that forbade the teaching of human evolution in state-supported schools. Community leaders in Dayton, Tennessee, saw the trial as an opportunity to bring attention, visitors, and dollars to their struggling town. It did. Spectators packed the overcrowded courtroom, where William Jennings Bryan and Clarence Darrow, two powerful and popular orators, vied for attention and support, each defending his stance in the tug-of-war between Darwin's theory of evolution and certain Christians' religious beliefs. The judge refused to allow the jury in the courtroom for most of the trial. Levy takes readers into the courthouse, commenting on people involved in the case and reporters writing about it, for it was a media sensation. The illustrations include period photos as well as newspaper headlines, stories, and editorial cartoons. The appended time line, source notes, and selected biography are extensive, and the epilogue takes a closer look at how controversies continue today over who should control a school's curriculum and whether scientific theories and discoveries or religious teachings should be taught in public schools. A welcome, timely resource as we near the one-hundredth anniversary of the Scopes trial.

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 4–7— In May of 1925, the school board members and leading businessmen of Dayton, TN, hatched a plan to attract visitors, new business, and media attention to their small town. They induced John Scopes, a high school science teacher, to face charges of teaching evolution in defiance of Tennessee's recently passed prohibition against teaching "any theory that denies the story of the Divine Creation of man as taught in the Bible." Thus, the ACLU finally had a test case to challenge the constitutionality of the anti-evolution laws that were cropping up in state legislatures across the U.S. By July, the media circus and popular culture phenomenon that would be known as the Scopes Monkey Trial was in full swing, with crusading civil liberties and labor attorney Clarence Darrow on the defense team and three-time presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan leading the prosecution. Through accessible language, strong and unhurried pacing, and the deft incorporation of human interest into the story, Levy crafts a compelling narrative from what might otherwise be a dry treatise on science and the law. Background information—on evolutionary theory, the roles of religion and science in government and society, and the lives and careers of the key players in the trial—grounds the events that occurred over eight days in the Rhea County courthouse to the larger history of America. An epilogue provides a persuasive argument that the legacy of the Scopes Monkey Trial lives on in our current political struggles and constitutional challenges. Chapter-by-chapter source notes and a selected bibliography are included, along with an index. VERDICT This engaging history relates the story of the first significant battle in America's ongoing "culture wars" and is highly recommended for junior high and high school collections.— Kelly Kingrey-Edwards

 Horn Book, 04/01/25, Levy takes readers back one hundred years to the sleepy town of Dayton, Tennessee, and the historic Scopes trial. At first glance, the time period -- before television, the internet, and other modern sources of infotainment -- seems far removed from our own. But as Levy suggests, and then explains in detail in an insightful epilogue, the issues of the trial -- racism, disinformation, journalistic integrity, a distrust of science, control over school curricula, and the separation of church and state -- remain with us today. She begins with a group of community leaders who want to publicize Dayton and believe a high-profile trial will accomplish the goal. They ask high school teacher John T. Scopes to admit he taught evolution in his biology class and thus violated a recently passed law. And the circus begins. The ACLU challenges the charges, and eminent lawyer Clarence Darrow joins the defense, opposing thrice-unsuccessful presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan and the prosecution. Using a breezy, conversational tone laced with subtle humor, Levy discusses the principal players and their motivations, Darwin's findings, the legal arguments of each team, the media frenzy, and the trial itself. Archival photographs, newspaper clippings, and political cartoons bolster the detailed text. This fine, thoroughly researched book concludes with a timeline, source notes, an extensive bibliography, and an (unseen) index.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Ample details and a well-researched backstory paint a picture of a pivotal court case that’s both surprising and familiarA century before social concepts like the frequently misunderstood critical race theory made their way into mainstream discourseâ��before an unprecedented rise in hostile takeovers of library and school boards aimed at book censorshipâ��Charles Darwin’s scientifically sound theory of evolution was a hot-button issue. Using extensive research and primary source material to great effect, Levy takes readers on a deep dive into the Scopes trial of 1925, a lawsuit designed to push back against the recently enacted House Bill 185, aka the Butler Act, prohibiting â��any instruction â��that man has descended from a lower order of animals’â�� in Tennessee public schools. This account jumps through time, from the trial itself to the origins of Darwin’s work and the background and history of the trial’s major players, providing insight into their principles and motivations. The author calls out historical racism and atrocities, including white supremacy and eugenics embedded in concepts such as â��survival of the fittestâ�� (which she emphasizes is a phrase that Darwin didn’t coin), juxtaposing them against the moral outrage over the concept of evolution. Though occasionally overly dense with detail and background information, this meticulous work is generally well written and accessible. Moments of clarity around the weight and importance of this trial bring home its implications for the modern U.S. educational system.A compelling, well-researched account. (timeline, source notes, selected bibliography, photo credits, index)(Nonfiction. 10-14)

 Publishers Weekly, 10/14/24, “There was never before, and has never been, another day in court like it,” asserts Levy (Change Is in the Air) in this riveting work about The State of Tennessee v. John Thomas Scopes, commonly known as the Scopes Monkey Trial. Following his first year of teaching in May 1925, Dayton, Tenn., educator John Thomas Scopes (1900–1970)—who’d been filling in for the school’s biology teacher—is informed by the chairman of the Rhea County school board, two lawyers, the school superintendent, and a nearby business owner that he’s been charged with breaking the law for teaching his students about human evolution. “Since when was teaching a unit in biology class a crime?” Levy writes in

 Gr 4-7 Ages 10-14 No No

399965 Floating World Oh, Axie 1-250-85308-7 978-1-250-85308-0 In this romantic YA fantasy, an amnesiac sword-for-hire and a village girl with a strange magical power become entangled in worlds-altering events.... and each other's destinies.7 to 12 Floating World Fic
Fantasy fiction,
Love stories 2025 360 pages

Feiwel & 
Friends [ Amnesia. Fiction.,  Ability. Fiction.,  Fantasy.,  Romance stories.,  Romance fiction.]3

Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal

Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Ren buried her past, Sunho’s memory was stolen from him: Together they seek to solve the mysteries of who they are in this series opener set in an East Asian fantasy worldRen’s happy childhood ends when a demon attacks her adoptive family of itinerant performers, and she reveals her hidden powers while trying to protect them. Ren strikes out on her own, hoping to keep everyone safe from the pursuit she’s long been dreading. A powerful general from Sareniya hires mercenaries to hunt her down, and among the hunters is former child soldier Sunho, who recalls nothing of his past except that he hasâ��or hadâ��a brother and possibly harbors a demon. Sunho lives in the grim, lightless Under World, a city of factories, worker housing, and gang-ridden slums; from its underside, miners extract mithril, a poisonous and valuable ore. Above lies the elegant, radiant Floating World, home of nobility. The teens meet when Ren saves Sunho’s life, a debt he repays as they flee the general and his minions. Struggling to make sense of his newly awakened memories, Sunho needs Ren’s help to contain his demonic energy, while she needs his strength to keep her safe. Tepid love story and confusing geography notwithstanding, the fast-paced plot is original and engaging. Incorporating concepts from diverse sourcesâ��Tolkien’s mithril, Japanese Buddhism’s Floating World, and the Korean folktale â��The Woodcutter and the Celestial Maidenâ��â��Oh makes them her own.Intriguing, bittersweet, and strongly paced.(Fantasy. 13-18)

 Publishers Weekly, 02/03/25, In this reimagining of the Korean legend of Celestial Maidens, Oh (ASAP) weaves a tale of two star crossed teens whose destinies grow more and more intertwined as a cataclysmic threats loom. Sunho lives in the Under World, a land of darkness and shady activity. A former soldier with no memory of his past save for a fleeting recollection of his brother, Sunho works odd jobs while searching for his sibling. Across the land in an idyllic mountain village, Ren lives with her adoptive family and finds joy in performing with her acrobatic troupe. When her village is attacked by a demon, Ren uncovers a heretofore unknown secret power that allows her to kill the monster—but not before it inflicts mortal damage on her loved ones. Seeking a cure, Ren sets off to uncover the demon’s origins. Unbeknownst to her, however, assassins are hunting her down—including Sunho. In the vein of Shadow and Bone and Final Fantasy, Oh delivers whirlwind romance and adrenaline-fueled adventure culminating in a darkly mysterious fantasy series starter. Ages 13–up. (Apr.)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up —The Korean folktale "The Woodcutter and the Celestial Maiden" meets a high-tech fantasy world powered by mithril. Ren, 16, is an impetuous acrobat with dangerous light magic. She should be keeping her magic hidden but can't help using it to aid herself and her adopted family as they travel to perform. When a demon attacks the village they're in, Ren uses her power to kill it and sets off into the mountains to confront the demon's origins and her own past. In the Under World, Sunho is an amnesiac ex-soldier taking odd jobs to raise enough money to go find his older brother and answers about what happened to him. He takes a mercenary job that could solve his problems—hunting a girl wielding silver light. Their alternating points of view eventually collide without Sunho realizing Ren is the one he's hunting. Oh's immersive worldbuilding is deep and easily digestible with scattered exposition balancing the fast-moving plot. The Under World beneath the Floating World is cloaked in darkness, with poisonous clouds and the city above keeping the districts in shadow—a concept both high in stakes and full of symbolism. Multiple mysteries keep the tension ever rising, making up for Sunho and Ren's somewhat stagnant emotional entanglements. Characters are coded Korean with additional diversity in the extended cast. VERDICT An interesting folklore-inspired fantasy with shades of Leigh Bardugo's Shadow and Bone and Final Fantasy . Recommended for larger collections. —Emmy Neal

 Gr 8 Up Ages 13-18 No No

400584 Run Like a Girl Egbe, Amaka 1-335-00993-0 978-1-335-00993-7 Dera Edwards knows her life is over when she&#39;s shipped off to live with her estranged father in the middle of White Suburbia. To make matters worse, Dera learns that her new school doesn&rsquo;t have a girls&rsquo; track team, shattering her dreams of getting a track scholarship and, one day, competing in the Olympics.<br /><br />Not one to give up easily, Dera joins the boys&rsquo; team instead. But while she has the school administration&rsquo;s blessing, her new teammates and classmates are less than welcoming. Between that and her frustratingly distant father, Dera is positive her junior year is ruined.&nbsp;&nbsp;<br /><br />Just as she starts to accept her status as an outsider, Dera&rsquo;s approached by her classmate Rosalyn, who wants to feature Dera&rsquo;s story in her blog. Eager to change the narrative and spend more time with Rosalyn&#39;s gorgeous cousin Gael&mdash;also known as one of the few teammates who will talk to her&mdash;Dera agrees.&nbsp;<br /><br />But when she goes viral and gains attention across the state, Dera&rsquo;s new notoriety opens the door for trolls both online and at school. Paired with her deteriorating relationship with her father, she soon finds everything to be too much. Will Dera be able to keep outrunning her problems, or will her dream be the very thing that derails her?7 to 12 Fic
Realistic fiction,
Sports fiction 2025 343 pages HarperCollins [ Coming of age. Fiction.,  Track and field athletes. Fiction.,  Schools. Fiction.,  Fathers and daughters. Fiction.,  African Americans. Fiction.,  Track athletics. Fiction.,  School stories.,  Father-daughter relationship. Fiction.]6

School Library Journal, 
Starred Review for Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers 
Weekly, Horn Book, ALA 
Booklist, Kirkus Reviews

School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 9 Up— Chidera "Dera" Edwards's life is about to be turned upside down with her track dreams slipping away. Her mother, dealing with financial strain, sends Dera to live with her estranged father. What's worse? Her new school doesn't have a girls' track team, leaving Dera to wonder how she will get a scholarship and make it to the Olympics one day. Determined not to give up, she asks to join the boys' team, and when the administration and the coach agree, life starts to look up. But not all of the boys on the team are welcoming, and she also finds herself an outsider off the track. When classmate Rosalyn asks to interview Dera for her blog, and it goes viral, it complicates her life more than it helps. Debut author Egbe presents a wonderfully written story about following one's dreams and finding a way despite the hurdles. Key characters are diverse; Dera is one of the few Black (her father is Nigerian) students in her school, and Egbe does not shy away from writing about what it is like to not only be a girl on a boys' team but also a Black girl facing microaggressions. Dera is an authentic character, and her growth over the course of the novel feels genuine. Her story is messy, and the ending, though happy, is not wrapped in a bow, making it refreshingly realistic. VERDICT One does not have to enjoy track to enjoy Dera's journey—a worthwhile purchase.— Amanda Borgia

 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 05/01/25, Unwelcome changes come at a pivotal time for one high school junior in TexasChidera Edwards has always had two constants in her life: track and her mother, a Black woman from Louisiana. So she’s scared and upset when her mother, who’s weathering a serious financial crisis, sends her to live temporarily with her Nigerian immigrant father halfway through the school yearâ��the very same neglectful father Dera has barely seen since her parents got divorced when she was 6. On top of that, her new school may have more funds than her old one, but they don’t have a girls’ track teamâ��and the timing couldn’t be worse if she hopes to get a sports scholarship for college. Dera, aware of her Title IX rights, gains permission to train with the boys’ team, but she must prove herself to them while also adapting to living with her father. One bright spot is bonding with irresistibly attractive teammate Gael Garcia, whose Afro-Colombian parents were deported. Dera also navigates encounters with a standoffish new classmate, a Black girl whom she expected to bond with, and she realizes that sometimes when we stand up for ourselves, we help others get ahead, too. The story features well-developed characters readers will cheer for and cry over. The action and emotion are balanced, as are the internal and external conflicts. Debut author Egbe’s writing is exceptional, capturing the nuances of adolescence, identity, and resilience.Moving and inspirational.(Fiction. 12-18)

 Publishers Weekly, 03/10/25, Before starting her junior year, Chedera Edwards’s world shatters when her financially struggling mother sends her four hours away to live in a predominantly white suburb near Dallas with her wealthy and emotionally distant Nigerian father. She resents leaving behind her mother and friends to accept “handouts from the man who’d done his best to be scarce in my childhood.” Her situation takes a turn for the worse when she discovers that her new school doesn’t have a girls’ track team; Dera aspires to compete at the Olympics, a dream she believes hinges on having a stellar collegiate track career. How is she going to dominate the competition and impress university recruiters if she doesn’t have a team to run on? Luckily, the school administration allows her to join the boys’ track team, but her new teammates are less than accommodating, contributing to racist bullying online and IRL. In this admirable debut, Egbe examines, via Dera’s discerning perspective, gender in sports, racial

 Horn Book, Date Unavailable, For high school junior and Olympic running hopeful Dera, the worst part about having to move in with her father is that her new school does not have a girls' track team. Dera runs on the boys' team instead -- but she faces rejection, harassment, and racism (she's Nigerian American). Dera's eventual success -- making a place for herself on the team and finding friends, romance, and even a relationship with her aloof dad -- is satisfying and well earned.

 ALA Booklist, Date Unavailable, Dera Edwards is happily living with her mom when she is sent to live with her emotionally closed-off Nigerian dad and attend a new school. To make matters worse, her new high school does't have a girls' track team. Determined to make it to the Olympics someday, Dera invokes Title IX and is able to train with the boys' team. Aside from the team captain, Liam, and the handsome Gael, her teammates are in no hurry to welcome her, her classmates are rude and uninviting, and her father does not seem to care about her at all. When Gael's cousin Rosalyn approaches Dera about starting a blog spotlighting Dera's accomplishments, it seems like things might be turning around at is until Dera and Gael are caught in a compromising position that may ruin all of Dera's plans. Readers will empathize with Dera's struggles to fit in at school and with her family. For her debut, Egbe crafts a coming-of-age tale with hints of romance that will have readers rooting for Dera both on and off the track.

 Gr 9 Up No No

212544

Radium Girls: 
Young Readers' 

Edition: The 
Scary but True 

Story of the 
Poison That 

Made People 
Glow i Moore, Kate 1-7282-0947-1 978-1-7282-0947-0 978-0-605-25091-8 Now adapted for young readers! The incredible true story of the young women exposed to the "wonder drug" radium and their struggle for justice.4 to 7 363.17 Government 2020 xvii, 408 pages

Sourcebooks, 
Inc [ Watch dial painters. Diseases. United States. History. Juvenile literature.,  Radium paint. Toxicology. Juvenile literature.,  Consumers' leagues. United States. History. Juvenile literature.,  Industrial hygiene. United States. History. 20th century. Juvenile literature.,  World War, 1914-1918. Women. United States. Juvenile literature.,  World War, 1914-1918. War work. United States. Juvenile literature.,  Watch dial painters. Diseases. United States. History.,  Radium paint. Toxicology.,  Consumers' leagues. United States. History.,  Industrial hygiene. United States. History. 20th century.,  World War, 1914-1918. Women.,  World War, 1914-1918. War work.]4

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Kirkus Reviews, Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 06/01/20, Starred Review When radium was discovered as a cancer treatment in the early 1900s, it launched a craze for this miracle element that saw it added to expensive health tonics, ointments, and more. Thus, when the Radium Dial Company opened its doors in New Jersey, giving young working women st in their teens and early twenties e opportunity to handle the glamorous substance as dial-painters, meticulously applying luminous radium paint to watch faces, it was welcomed as a boon to the community. In this young readers' edition of her popular adult book, Moore rivetingly sketches the creeping nightmare that was radium poisoning as it worked its way through the women of the U.S. Radium Corporation and the Radium Dial Company, disintegrating their bones and giving them a ghostly (radioactive) glow. She tells this story through the stories of several of the women who were dial-painters, relaying not only their strength of spirit while enduring the pain of their illness but also how they took on the companies that knowingly exposed them to such dangerous work d lied in the name of profit. A larger narrative of workplace safety and accountability emerges from the wreckage of the radium girls' lives that continues to protect people today. News clippings and period photos enhance the thoroughly sourced text, but it's Moore's personal, captivating prose that renders this shining piece of history unforgettable.Women in Focus: The 19th in 2020

 Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews, 02/06/23, Starting in 1916, young women in New Jersey were hired to paint the luminous dials of watchesâ��with lethal consequences.The young readers’ edition of The Radium Girls (2017) pulls no punches. As in the adult version, it describes in agonizing detail the diseases that destroyed the lives of young dial painters who were instructed to â��lip pointâ�� their brushes with each dip of radium paint. They’d leave work literally glowing, having absorbed such a large quantity of the dangerous radioactive element that they’d been told was good for their health. Moore tracks more than a dozen of the girls through their extreme suffering as the radium loosened their teeth, destroyed their jaws, ate away their bones, and caused lethal tumors. Even after the deadly aftereffects were documented, another company opened a dial-painting studio in Illinois with a similar outcome. Although these young women’s lives often ended tragically early, their determination to achieve a legal victory against the negligent companies had lasting consequences: Both important laws that would protect future workers from unsafe employment practices and improve workers’ compensation laws and a better understanding of the medical outcomes of radioactivity exposure, which also helped end nuclear tests, resulted. The only discordant note in this sensitive presentation is a single unnecessary, pandering sentence: â��Grace recalled that even her boogers became luminously green!â��A fine, moving, important work for young readers. (timeline, end notes, bibliography) (Nonfiction. 10-18)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 7 Up This dense, meticulously researched book covers the courageous determination of young women who unknowingly poisoned themselves while doing their job. In 1917, the same year the United States entered World War I, dozens of young women, many of them teenagers from working-class families, took up positions at the Radium Luminous Materials Corporation in Newark, NJ. They painted watch dials with glow-in-the-dark paint made with radium. This element was still relatively new, and scientists were unaware of how dangerous it was. Moore offers a heartbreaking account of the pain and suffering many of the "radium girls" experienced. Doctors were mystified at their condition, and their employers refused to take responsibility, even discrediting the characters of the girls involved. Moore also explores the story of the women who worked at the Radium Dial Company in Ottawa, IL. Court cases dragged on for years, plagued by bureaucracy and the powerful corporations' determination to cover up any responsibility they had in the girls' illness. The author does a great job balancing the many court proceedings, reports, and individual profiles of those involved with compelling personal stories of the brave women who suffered the most. The size and depth of the text make this a suitable title for astute older readers. VERDICT An impeccably written but arguably unnecessary young readers' edition of an excellent work of history. Kristy Pasquariello, Westwood Public Library, MA

 Gr 7 Up No No

382198

10 Things I 
Hate About 

Prom Gonzalez Rose, Elle 0-593-70517-3 978-0-593-70517-9 <b>There are more than&nbsp;10&nbsp;things to hate about prom, but the worst is having to convince your BFF that you&rsquo;re the one he should take&mdash;a sweet friends-to-lovers teen rom-com from the author of <i>Caught in a Bad Fauxmance</i></b><br><br><b>&ldquo;A love story meant for the movies, with cheeky and charming nods to our favorite nineties flicks.&rdquo; &mdash;K. L. Walther, bestselling author of <i>The Summer of Broken Rules</i></b><br><br>Ivelisse Santos&nbsp;has had Joaquin Romero&rsquo;s back since their first playdate. Not&nbsp;just next-door neighbors, they&rsquo;re platonic soulmates.<br><br>At least, that&rsquo;s what Ive thinks, until Joaquin decides to ask Tessa Hernandez, the same girl who stole Ive&rsquo;s boyfriend, to prom. Sure, the head cheerleader and the star baseball player going to prom together makes more sense than Joaquin and Ivelisse&mdash;leader of tech crew&mdash;would. But that doesn&rsquo;t mean it should <i>actually </i>happen.<br><br>What&rsquo;s worse, Joaquin wants Ivelisse&rsquo;s help planning an elaborate promposal. As much as she wants to say no, she'll take all the quality time with Joaquin she can get before graduation. Even if it means watching her best friend fall for somebody else. Somebody who isn&rsquo;t <i>her.</i>7 to 12 Fic

Humorous 
fiction,Love 
stories 2024 295 pages Random House [ Proms. Fiction.,  High schools. Fiction.,  Schools. Fiction.,  Dating. Fiction.,  Friendship. Fiction.,  Hispanic Americans. Fiction.,  School stories.]3

ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal

ALA Booklist, 05/01/24, It may seem like the most important event of high school, but prom can create a lot of drama between friends. This realistic story follows Ivelisse and Joaquin, neighbors and close friends who start to feel a strain in their relationship as prom approaches. Ive is taken aback when Joaquin, a star baseball player and her secret crush, asks popular (and, to Ive, irritating) cheerleader Tessa Gordon to be his date, partly because they're at the same level of their high school's hierarchy. As Joaquin scrambles to impress Tessa with a fancy promposal and Ive deals with her frustration and feelings for him pecially when Joaquin asks for her help e tension rises. Supporting characters add fun as they deal with the difficult task of being in the middle. This story, which plays with the idea of how sometimes love can be right in front of you, will capture hearts. After all, a dance is only one night iendship is forever.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A high school senior helps her best friend ask the most popular girl in school to prom.Eighteen-year-old Ivelisse Santos is angsty about her future. Mami wants her to stay close to home by attending Rutgers, and she doesn’t want to disappoint her, but Ivelisse’s heart is set on going to Sarah Lawrence to study theater and then become a set designer. Ivelisse misses spending quality time with her single mom, an industrious nurse who works night shifts and has recently begun spending every free moment dating new men. Luckily, she can always count on Joaquin Romero, the boy next door and her best friend. They share everything, from a pet dog to a love of slushies, and are always there for each other. (Ivelisse hasn’t seen her dad in 10 years, and Joaquin’s mom moved back to Puerto Rico to help his ailing grandmother.) But then Joaquin returns home from spring break with a major crush on Tessa Hernandez, a cheerleader known for breaking hearts whom Ivelisse strongly dislikes. Joaquin begs Ivelisse to help him plan the ultimate promposal, and as she helps him woo Tessa, she must confront whether she truly wants to protect Joaquin from rejection, is afraid of losing their friendship, or has been in love with him all along. The story meanders in places, but the central duo’s long friendship is sweetly fleshed out, and their characterization will win readers over.A cute love story. (Romance. 13-18)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 9 Up —In this realistic fiction title, longtime neighbors, best friends, and soulmates Ivelisse "Ive" Santos (drama department tech nerd) and Joaquin "Quin" Romero (heartthrob baseball star) face a tumultuous high school. Friends since toddlers, they have shared birthday parties, a pet dog, family drama, and more. The pair always have had one another's backs, except this year when Quin asks her to help him with a promposal to the school darling/head cheerleader. Ive has confused feelings about this request but agrees to help anyway. Subsequently, each of his romantic promposal attempts is thwarted—the first accidentally, although Ive is the culprit for the rest, which Quin only realizes on the final attempt. This threatens to end their friendship, and Ive finally recognizes that she feels more than friendship toward Quin. When she finally discovers his card with its proclamation of like feelings hidden inside the birthday gift their dog stole two months prior, she takes drastic measures to gain his forgiveness and share her sentiments. VERDICT Teens will enjoy this title with its comedic plot twists, U.S. high school drama themes, and the friendship-to-love relationship between two realistic Latinx teens.—Ruth Quiroa

 Gr 9 Up Ages 13-18 No No

379586 Fate Breaker Aveyard, Victoria 0-06-311606-5 978-0-06-311606-1 Change your fate--or kneel to it. The Companions are scattered and hopeless, torn from each other. After Corayne barely escapes with her life, she must forge on alone, leaving her blade broken and her allies behind her. Her only consolation--Corayne now has Taristan's sword, the only Spindleblade left in existence. Without it, he can't rip open any more Spindles. Without it, he can't end the world. But Taristan and Queen Erida will not be defeated so easily. Both will burn the world to bring down Corayne--and bring forth their demon god, What Waits, ready to claim the realm of Allward for his own.  In a final clash between kingdom9 to 12 Realm Breaker Fic Fantasy fiction 2024 625 pages HarperCollins [ Teenage girls. Fiction.,  Imaginary wars and battles. Fiction.,  Assassins. Fiction.,  Good and evil. Fiction.,  Quests (Expeditions). Fiction.,  Wizards. Fiction.,  Magic. Fiction.]3

ALA Booklist, Kirkus 
Reviews, School Library 
Journal

ALA Booklist, 02/01/24, Disaster is everywhere now that the wicked Taristan's army of the dead is loose. Everything is burning, and the carnage won't stop anytime soon. The Companions who banded together in Realm Breaker (2021) have split apart; each is fighting Taristan as best they can, save traitorous Queen Erida, who now rules over four countries. Pirate Corayne, who wrested the last Spindleblade in existence from Taristan's hands, is alone and grieving, seeking aid from more immortal Elders, like her fallen and imprisoned friend, Domacridhan. Other Companions, like the exiled Sorasa, will attempt to mount a rescue to save Dom from the truly evil Erida. One thing is sure as this trilogy closes out: the Companions are stronger together than alone. Aveyard's series finisher is as epic as it should be, even with minor moments of humor. Bonds and fates are tested, broken, and reforged, much like the Spindleblade. Be sure to have this as soon as it's released; die-hard fans will clamor for it.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Aveyard's series live at number one on the New York Times best-sellers list, and this no-holds-barred conclusion practically has its spot reserved. Grab a few copies.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Following Blade Breaker (2022), Corayne has her final showdown against the servants of What Waits.Aveyard drops readers right into the devastating aftermath of the events of the previous book. Corayne’s Companions have been scattered and are uncertain of each other’s survival. While the escaped heroes attempt to regroup, only one destination comes to mindâ��the Elder enclave of Iona. Romantically, two couples within the core Companions have sweet, slow-burn storylines (that fortunately don’t get in the way of more imminent threats to the world). Charlie’s treated to an early reunion with his longtime love Garion, and villainous Erida and Taristan bring the passion in a manner that makes them hard to root against, even as they commit heartless acts for their all-consuming evil god. The sprawling cast and multiple points of view sometimes lead to a sagging plot and backtracking timeline in ways that slow the momentum as the heroes ever so slowly inch their way back together. Luckily, well-blocked action scenes pep up the prose. Some plot elements may give readers déjÃ vu (again, the heroes are assembling an alliance to stop the villains, and right on cue, there’s a third-act plot twist). After the lengthy buildup and extended final battle, the epilogue feels abrupt and too short. The fantasy world is casually diverse.Pacing issues aside, a satisfying conclusion for fans of the trilogy. (Fantasy. 12-18)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 8 Up— Opening moments before the end of Blade Breaker , the previous book in this trilogy, a new perspective watches as the Companions are torn from each other and spread across the Realm. If they are to make it back together, they will each have to stand on their own and confront their respective pasts and present. Readers watch as each Companion fights physical, mental, and political battles alike as they attempt to unite the Ward against Erida and Taristan's dark legions. Will they be enough to defeat What Waits and save a Realm determined to ignore their pleas? The buildup is steady and palpable as Aveyard peppers in plenty of powerful, cinema-ready speeches sure to get readers pumped for battles to come. While certain story lines could have benefited from more fleshing out, it does not detract from the final, fist-pump inducing battle. Even the most righteous of readers will not be disappointed with the redemption arc granted to our villains. Tolkien fans, get ready for an ending not to be missed. VERDICT Pasts come crashing into the present, dragons are fought, and armies converge in this spine-tingling epic conclusion to the "Realm Breaker" series. Heads up, this one knows how to stick the landing.— Elisha Sheffer

 Gr 8 Up Ages 12-18 No No

170936

Battle of the 
Labyrinth: The 
Graphic Novel Riordan, Rick 1-484-78235-6 978-1-484-78235-4 When demonic cheerleaders invade his high school, Percy Jackson hurries to Camp Half Blood, from whence he and his demigod friends set out on a quest through the Labyrinth, while the war between the Olympians and the evil Titan lord Kronos draws near.5 to 9

Percy Jackson 
and the 
Olympians 
Graphic Novels Fic

Graphic novels,
Fantasy fiction,
Adventure 
fiction 2018 1 volume (unpaged)

Walt Disney 
Press/Hyperion [ Riordan, Rick. Battle of the Labyrinth. Adaptations. Comic books, strips, etc.,  Mythology, Greek. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Labyrinths. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Camps. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Monsters. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Animals, Mythical. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Titans (Mythology). Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Greek mythology. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.,  Mythical animals. Comic books, strips, etc. Fiction.]1 Horn Book

Horn Book, 04/01/19, Demigods Percy Jackson and Annabeth search the Labyrinth for Daedalus, who might help Camp Half-Blood stave off invasion by Luke, the demigod collaborating with the evil titan Kronos. The 2008 novel's abridgement into graphic-novel form is neatly carried out; dynamically illustrated panels show cartoony teens fighting humorously depicted mythological monsters and use shading and composition to create mood.

 No No

300437

Beasts and 
Beauty: 

Dangerous 
Tales Chainani, Soman 0-06-265263-X 978-0-06-265263-8 A New York Times best-selling author challenges readers to believe in their own strength to face their demons with hope and an open heart and to always think for themselves, in this collection of 12 dangerous tales.7 to 12 Fic Fantasy fiction 2021 320 pages HarperCollins [ Truth. Juvenile fiction.,  Magic. Juvenile fiction.,  Fairy tales. Adaptations. Juvenile fiction.,  Imaginary places. Fiction.,  Magic. Fiction.,  Princes. Fiction.,  Happiness. Fiction.,  Life. Fiction.]4

ALA Booklist, Horn Book, 
Kirkus Reviews, School 
Library Journal

ALA Booklist, 09/01/21, Classic European fairy tales are firmly woven into the fabric of our society, but examining them through a modern lens can leave much to be desired. All the damsels in distress, rote romance, and homogenous casts of characters can be disappointing. But what if the girl in a red hood was pushed into the woods with a knife in her basket? If the sea witch had an opportunity to offer perspective to a little mermaid? If fair maidens were sometimes fair men? Chainani takes 12 time-honored tales and overhauls their traditional tellings, adding an astonishing amount of depth and beauty in the process. There are welcome gender swaps and queer representation, racial diversity, and strong female leads. Some of the stories stray further from the source material than others, but as is present in a number of the original narratives, welcome elements of real violence and terror are returned to many of the tales. The language is lush and transporting (and occasionally eerie), easily conjuring fantastical worlds. An intriguing and inclusive update for modern audiences.

 Horn Book, 08/01/21, The author of the popular middle-grade School for Good and Evil series proves his imaginative prowess for older readers with these twelve fairy-tale retellings. The volume begins with a town sacrificing its most beautiful girl to a pack of wolves in a thrilling and disturbing adaptation of "Little Red Riding Hood." The stories that follow are by turns haunting, funny, suspenseful, and sweet. Having chosen some of the most well-known tales, Chainani successfully breathes new life into "Snow White," "Rapunzel," "Bluebeard," and others. The stories are set in a timeless fairy-tale realm, but they feel fresh and modern with plenty of plot twists (and violence) to appeal to seasoned fantasy readers. The protagonists are strong in a variety of ways, displaying cleverness, determination, and grit but also, at times, tenderness and patience. Welcome diversity (for example, a South Asian-inspired "Hansel and Gretel") and several different kinds of love ensure that all readers will have something with which to identify. Iredale's (Amber and Clay, rev. 3/21) illustrations are gorgeous, bloody, and magical. Particularly striking is a portrait of Snow White as a triumphant Black queen seated on a throne with her daughter in her arms. It's a treat to watch villains get what they deserve and witness young heroes finding their way through a world that is as fraught with jealousy and suspicion as it is with wolves and evil queens. Sarah Berman

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, A volume that transports readers to a place where the lines between beastly natures and beautiful appearances can be difficult to discern.Here are 12 familiar European fairy tales, folktales, and classic stories retold in ways that evoke elements of the traditional versions, populated by slightly different casts, and focusing on particular aspects of their usual forms. The tales include, among others, an ironically named Snow White with dark skin, persecuted for the form her beauty takes; South Asian siblings who hopefully follow a trail of rosewater and saffron sweets after being left in the forest by their father and stepmother; and a beautiful brown-skinned prince cursed to appear as a beast and the Chinese girl who moves into his castle to spare her father’s life (the two of them bond over books). The entries are expertly crafted with a deep understanding of the source material and are updated with feminist sensibilities, the addition of some queer relationships, and the inclusion of racial and ethnic diversity. Chainani’s writing is raw in what it lays bare on the page, perfectly appropriate to revisiting these beloved, ubiquitous stories that may have left readers with naÃ¯ve expectations or dissatisfied conclusions. Chainani infuses his retellings with practicality while still evoking the wonder, terror, and magic of the fantasy realms. Final illustrations not seen.For any lover of fairy tales who seeks alternative endings. (Fantasy. 11-adult)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 6 Up An exhausted prince beset by a vampiric thief he comes to love; a merchant's "dutiful" daughter who secretly longs for freedom; a mermaid who begs a sea witch to make her human; a sea witch once rejected by the merking himselfthese are just a few of the characters, familiar and yet new, that readers will meet in Chainani's latest title. Here, 12 well-known European tales are retold through a racially, ethnically, and sexually diverse lens for a modern audience. Stories tackle such issues as consent, racism, abuse, and neglect, yet all harken back to a central theme: love. This is not the love readers have come to expect from fairy tales, however; Chainani's yarns question every aspect of the classic happily ever after. Still, older readers who enjoy a well-crafted reimaginingand don't mind an ambiguous, occasionally depressing endingare sure to devour this collection. Most characters present as BIPOC, and some are LGBTQ. VERDICT A brilliant, bloodthirsty fairy-tale collection that would better suit an older audience. Share with fans of compelling myth and folklore anthologies like A Thousand Beginnings and Endings or Daniel M. Lavery's The Merry Spinster . Recommended for YA and adult collections. Kaitlin Frick, Darien Lib., CT

 Gr 6 Up Ages 11-up No No

392328 Bletchley Riddle Sepetys, Ruta and Sheinkin, Steve 0-593-52754-2 978-0-593-52754-2 In the summer of 1940, siblings Jakob and Lizzie Novis find themselves at Bletchley Park, where Jakob works to crack Nazi codes while Lizzie investigates the mysterious disappearance of their mother, only to discover that the two mysteries are intertwined.5 to 9 Fic
Mystery fiction,
Historical fiction 2024 392 pages Penguin [ Siblings. Fiction.,  Ciphers. Fiction.,  Missing persons. Fiction.,  World War, 1939-1945. Fiction.,  Great Britian. History. 1925-1953. Fiction.]5

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
School Library Journal 
Starred Review, Horn 
Book, Kirkus Reviews

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 09/01/24, Starred Review Two powerhouse authors collaborate on an enormously entertaining, expertly researched WWII novel with broad appeal. The adventure begins when Lizzie, 14, gives her chaperone the slip and sets out to join her brother in London. Jakob, 19, is actually at Bletchley Park. It is May 1940, and he has joined the "most worthwhile game," the effort to break Germany's Enigma codes. Time is of the essence if they are to foil Hitler's invasion of England, but Lizzie needs Jakob's help to solve a more personal puzzle nding their mother. Their Jewish British father died nine years earlier, and now their mother, an American, is missing and presumed dead while on an embassy assignment in Poland. Jakob withdraws into his work, while Lizzie throws herself into uncovering the truth. The siblings narrate in short, alternating chapters that propel the reader forward. Daily life at the Park is intriguing and mysterious: an MI5 spy lurks on its edges, making cryptic threats, and secret messages appear in Lizzie's lodgings, begging to be deciphered. The authors successfully blend genuine suspense, sibling relationship issues, and humorous hijinks to create a tone both heartfelt and playful. Lizzie is a star ecocious, bossy, daring, and willing to risk everything for her family and new friends. Perfect for fans of Alan Gratz, this is an excellent fictional companion to Candace Fleming's The Enigma Girls (2024). HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Both masters of their craft, Sepetys and Sheinkin's collaboration will draw fiction and nonfiction fans, not to mention a code-breaking coterie.

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 07/22/24, This dynamic collaboration from Sepetys (I Must Betray You) and Sheinkin (Impossible Escape), set in May 1940, is marked by swift, snappy, and suspenseful storytelling narrated by Polish Jewish siblings Jakob and Lizzie. Nineteen-year-old Jakob has been recruited from Cambridge University by Britain’s Government Code and Cypher School at Bletchley Park to help decipher messages encrypted using the German Enigma machine. When his self-described straightforward-speaking 14-year-old sister Lizzie eludes their American grandmother’s (first, but not last) attempt to bring her to Cleveland, she, too, ends up at Bletchley Park, assigned to carry packages between departments. Now, Lizzie endeavors to disprove the apparent death of their mother, who worked at the American Embassy in London and disappeared in Poland during the 1939 German attack. Short chapters make for fast-paced narration through simultaneously developing mysteries and relationships. Especially well depicted—and explained—is the excitement, as well as the daily drudgery, of codebreaking, culminating in a seamlessly entertaining and edifying read. Most characters, all portrayed as white, are fictional, but historical figures such as U.S. Ambassador Joseph Kennedy and mathematician Alan Turing play minor roles. Includes b&w archival photos and an endnote. Ages 10–up. (Oct.)

 School Library Journal Starred Review, Date Unavailable, Gr 6–10— This dual-narrative novel follows siblings Jakob and Lizzie Novis through WWII-era London just prior to the Blitz. Jakob is 19, working as a codebreaker at Bletchley Park, trying to unlock the secrets of the German Enigma machine. His younger sister Lizzie wants to remain in England but is caught in a furious battle with her American grandmother over an attempt to bring her to the U.S. Lizzie is vehement about staying because she wants to locate their mother, an embassy worker who went missing in Poland when the Nazis invaded. And while Jakob doesn't believe their mother is alive, when he and Lizzie start receiving coded messages in the mail, the siblings unite to uncover the truth. This book is an impressive joint effort between Sepetys and Sheinkin. Not only do they present a history of cryptography within details of life at Bletchley Park, they also highlight the Enigma-cracking contributions of well-known figures (e.g., Alan Turing) along with the lesser-known Polish team of Marian Rejewski, Henryk Zygalski, and Jerzy R&3; ycki. Sepetys and Sheinkin have created two protagonists who balance and complement each other in the dual-narrative format: Lizzie is assertive, quick-thinking, and persistent, while Jakob is reserved, thoughtful, and protective. The dangers of life in wartime England are ever present, but this book introduces enough levity to keep the tone light and engaging. VERDICT With broad appeal to both WWII and mystery enthusiasts, this highly recommended title is a first purchase for all libraries serving tweens and teens.— Michael Van Wambeke

 Horn Book, 08/01/24, It's the summer of 1940 in this collaboration between Sepetys (whose historical fiction for older readers includes, recently, I Must Betray You, rev. 5/22) and Sheinkin (primarily nonfiction, recently Impossible Escape, rev. 9/23). Hitler has taken over most of Europe and is about to attack England, as top minds at Bletchley Park, outside of London, race to break German codes that could alert the Allies of Nazi battle plans. Nineteen-year-old Jakob Novis works at Bletchley Park, while his fourteen-year-old sister, Lizzie, is consumed with finding their embassy-worker mother, Willa, presumed dead in the German invasion of Poland in 1939. But Lizzie doesn't believe it. She tracks down clues of her own as the codebreakers race to crack a cipher created by the Nazis' Enigma machine. Secrets build upon secrets, riddles upon riddles, and figuring them out might just save a family, or a world. The fifty riveting final pages are a master class in suspense, as Lizzie risks going to London just as the Luftwaffe readies for their attack on the city. Jakob steals a car to find Lizzie, and as they drive off back to Bletchley after learning shocking revelations about their family, the sky fills with airplanes, "a sinister swarm of evil black birds...Hitler's wrath is descending." With its expert pacing and characterization and its careful delineation of historical and family stories, this is historical fiction at its best. A note and photographs are appended.

 Kirkus Reviews, 05/29/25, Siblings decode familial and wartime secrets in 1940 EnglandHeadstrong 14-year-old Lizzie Novis refuses to believe that her mother, a U.S. embassy clerk who was working in Poland, is dead. After fleeing from her grandmotherâ��who’s attempting to bring her back to Americaâ��Lizzie locates her 19-year-old brother, Jakob, a Cambridge mathematician who’s stationed at the clandestine British intelligence site called Bletchley Park. Hiding from her grandmother’s estate steward, Lizzie becomes a messenger at Bletchley Park, ferrying letters across the grounds while Jakob attempts to both break the ciphers generated by the German Enigma machines and help his sister face the reality of their mother’s likely fate. With a suspicious MI5 agent inquiring about Mum and clues and codes piling up, the siblings, whose late father was â��Polish Jewish British,â�� eventually decipher the truth. Shared narrative duties between the siblings effectively juxtapose the measured Jakob with the spirited Lizzie. Lizzie’s directness is repeatedly attributed to her being â��half American,â�� which proves tiresome, but Jakob’s development from reserved to risk-tolerant provides welcome nuance. The authors introduce and carefully explain a variety of decoding methodologies, inspiring readers to attempt their own. A thoughtful and entertaining historical note identifies the key figures who appear in the book, such as Alan Turing, as well as the real-life bases for the fictional characters. Interspersed photos and images of ephemera help situate the narrative’s time period.A rich, enthralling historical mystery that engages and educates.(Historical mystery. 10-14)

 Gr 6-10 Ages 10-14 No No
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5792813 Booked Alexander, Kwame 0-544-57098-7 978-0-544-57098-6 Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams.4 to 7 Crossover Fic

Novels in verse,
Sports fiction,
Realistic fiction 2016 314 pages Houghton Mifflin [ Soccer. Fiction.,  Books. Fiction.,  Reading. Fiction.,  Self-esteem. Fiction.]12

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Bulletin of the 
Center for Children's 
Books, Horn Book, ILA 
Children's Choice Award, 
ILA Teacher's Choice 
Award, ILA Young Adults' 
Award, Publishers 
Weekly, ALA/YALSA 
Quick Picks for Reluctant 
Young Adult Readers, 
School Library Journal, 
Voice of Youth 
Advocates, Wilson's 
Children's Catalog, 
Wilson's Junior High 
Catalog

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 02/01/16, Starred Review Nick doesn't think he is extraordinary, but it is true that he and his best friend, Coby, are stupendous soccer players. In addition, Nick's dad has written a dictionary, which means that Nick has a vocabulary that stupefies ordinary 12-year-olds. And there's the fact that the lovely April seems to like him. Abruptly, however, Nick's life crumbles when his mom announces she is leaving home to take a job in Kentucky, and a ruptured appendix lands Nick in the hospital, keeping him from playing in a prestigious soccer tournament. It sucks. Alexander treats readers to the same blend of poetry, humor, and insight that graced his Newbery-winning The Crossover (2014), enhanced with a thrilling literary zest. Mr. Mac, the school librarian, is a former rapper who, after undergoing brain surgery, joyfully embraced his true calling peddling books to middle-school students. Book after wonderful book is suggested to smart but reading-averse Nick. It's not a small thing to incorporate big issues like bullying and divorce into eminently readable free verse that connects boys, sports, and reading. While some may find Mr. Mac's passion a bit overwhelming (while others may find it simply delightful), middle-school readers and their advocates will surely love Alexander's joyous wordplay and celebration of reading.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: Newbery winner and New York Times best-seller? Alexander's latest will surely have a lengthy waiting list.

 Horn Book, 03/01/16, Nick is a wordsmith, thanks to his linguistics-professor father, but he would rather be shining on the soccer field. He's blindsided when his parents separate; things worsen at school, too, as he and best friend Coby are targeted by the racist Eggleston twins. With accessible forms and engaging formatting, this novel in verse offers sports action combined with spot-on portrayals of middle-school life.

 Publishers Weekly, 03/07/16, Alexander scores again with this sports-themed verse novel, a companion to his Newbery Medal-winning The Crossover. Eighth grader Nick, a devoted soccer player and fan, enjoys some friendly competition with his best friend, Coby. What Nick doesn't like is words-neither the ones in the dictionary that his linguistics professor father wrote (and is making him read) nor the ones he learns in his honors English class. But the school's quirky rapping librarian, Mr. Mac, helps Nick discover both a love of reading and a way to connect with the girl of his dreams. Alexander skillfully juggles verse styles to realistically capture Nick's humor and smarts (showcased in witty footnoted definitions of words like "cachinnate" and "mewling"), passion for soccer, and vulnerability when being bullied, having surgery, or facing his parents' troubled marriage. Emotionally resonant and with a pace like a player on a breakaway, Nick's story will have readers agreeing: "The poems/ were cool./ The best ones were/ like bombs,/ and when all the right words/ came together/ it was like an explosion./ So good, I/ didn't want it to end." Ages 10-12. Agent: Arielle Eckstut, Levine Greenberg Rostan Literary Agency. (Apr.)

 School Library Journal, Date Unavailable, Gr 6–10— Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer, and he and his best friend Coby have big plans for winning the Dr. Pepper Dallas Cup, the renowned world youth soccer tournament, even though they will be playing on opposing teams. Besides the big game, Nick has a lot of other things on his mind. For one thing, his mother wants to move away to pursue her dream of training race horses, and his linguistics professor father is pressuring him to improve his vocabulary by reading the dictionary. Throw in the twin eighth-grade tyrants who relentlessly want to pound him and weekly lessons at Miss Quattlebaum's School of Ballroom Dance &; Etiquette, and his life at Langston Hughes Magnet School of the Arts is pretty hectic. But school is also where "the Mac" can be found, Langston's resident rapping, dragonfly-loving, red mohawk-wearing librarian and Nick's favorite adult. And then there's April, Nick's current crush. Newbery-winning poet Alexander once again brings to life a novel in verse that equally captures the rapid-fire excitement of a soccer match and the palpable pain of a young boy whose family is falling apart. Peppered throughout are useful and amusing vocabulary words as well as wise-cracking yet sage life lessons from a beloved librarian. Authentic characters and amusing situations abound, making this story one that will be welcomed by readers of all levels. VERDICT Another winning goal for Alexander and middle school readers alike.— Carol Connor, Cincinnati Public Schools, OH

 Voice of Youth Advocates, 03/01/16, Twelve-year-old Nick is trying to figure out the confusing world of big issues. His parents are going through a divorce, which puts a strain on Nick's relationship with each of them, but especially with his father, who insists on Nick expanding his vocabulary despite his proclamations that he hates to read. Nick wants to leave all the strife behind and just play soccer, but life keeps getting in the way. He has to face up to a bully and try to impress a girl, all while dealing with his troubled family. Luckily, there is a rapping librarian, The Mac, to help him with his discovery of the power of words as Nick is confronted with all the ups and downs on and off the field.Alexander offers another brilliant novel-in-verse as soccer action is interwoven into a humorous and heartwarming story of family bonds, first crushes, and standing up to bullies. Extremely realistic, the reader will laugh and hurt right along with Nick through this roller-coaster story. There are several laugh-out-loud scenes juxtaposed with heartbreaking scenes, but they are so seamlessly entwined that the reader never feels out of sync with the story. This is a fantastic book with a never-ending supply of new words like "onomatophobia" and "yobbery" that will leave readers full of new words and ideas. This is an absolute must-have for any library serving tweens.Blake Norby.

 Gr 6-10 No No

394125
Bye Forever, I 

Guess Meadows, Jodi 0-8234-5638-2 978-0-8234-5638-3 <b>Can a guarded gamer girl lower her shield for a new friend&hellip; or more-than-friend?</b><br><br><b>"EARNEST AND LAUGH-OUT-LOUD... PITCH PERFECT."</b>&mdash;<i>Publishers Weekly</i>, starred review<br><br>Thirteen-year-old Ingrid&rsquo;s been living a double life. At school, she&rsquo;s her popular friend Rachel&rsquo;s charity case. Online, she crushes it in her favorite MMORPG, geeks out in her favorite fantasy fandom, and runs a popular social media account. If only real life were that easy.<br><br>But when Ingrid finally stands up to Rachel, it suddenly feels like she has no life at <i>all</i>.<br><br>Until she gets a super-sweet wrong-number text from a mystery boy at her school. Spending time together gaming as &ldquo;Stitches&rdquo; and &ldquo;Traveler&rdquo; makes her feel like she&rsquo;s really <i>connecting </i>with someone. But when she begins to suspect that Traveler may be a popular classmate who is WAY above her in the cool-kid food chain&mdash;and whose original text was actually intended for <i>Rachel</i>&mdash;she faces a difficult choice. Can they be friends IRL? She <i>wants </i>to open up, but getting close to people has hurt her before. Is making real friends only fantasy after all?<br><br><i>Bye Forever, I Guess </i>is the fresh, funny, and deeply sweet middle-grade debut of <i>New York Times</i> bestselling author Jodi Meadows (<b>MY LADY JANE</b>). Speaking to the messiness of middle-school friendships (and first loves), this is a warm, witty, enormously entertaining book&mdash;and a love letter to geek culture, gaming, and the healing power of fantasy.<br><br><b>"HILARIOUS... Charming, funny, and endearing."</b>&mdash;<i>Kirkus Reviews</i><br><br><b>"The most DELIGHTFUL middle-grade romcom I've ever read!"</b>&mdash;Ellen Oh, award-winning author of <i>Finding Junie Kim</i><br><br><b>A <i>Publishers Weekly</i> Best Book of the Year </b>&bull; <b>A <i>Booklist</i> Best Book of the Year</b><br><b>An Indiana Young Hoosier Award Nominee</b><br><b>Shortlisted for the Hong Kong Golden Dragon Book Awards</b><br><b>An American Booksellers Association Indie Next Selection </b><br><b>A Georgia Children&rsquo;s Book Award Finalist</b><br><b>A PSLA Literature Review&nbsp;Best Book of the Year</b><br><b>Named to the ALSC Summer Reading List!</b>5 to 9 Fic Realistic fiction 2024 284 pages Holiday House [ Friendship. Fiction.,  Online identities. Fiction.,  Blogs. Fiction.]3

Starred Review ALA 
Booklist, Starred Review 
for Publishers Weekly, 
Kirkus Reviews

Starred Review ALA Booklist, 10/01/24, Starred Review Insecure middle-school student Ingrid is a gamer girl who just happens to have an extremely popular (but anonymous) Scrollr account, called Bye Forever, I Guess, on which she posts text conversations she's carried out with wrong numbers. Only her best friend (Rachel), her online friend, and her grandmother know the truth about it at is, until Rachel betrays her. Meanwhile, Ingrid's favorite author is coming to town, and she and the mystery boy she's been texting decide to finally meet at the bookstore for the event. Meadows, one of the creative forces behind the YA Lady Janies series, proves a dab hand at writing for middle-grade readers, harnessing the drama of shifting friendships and popularity hierarchies, embracing nerd culture, and injecting everything with the perfect amount of awkward. Yes, parts of the book seem entirely too convenient, but it's such a fun read that no one will care. A hilarious enemies-to-something-more tale, told equally in prose and text messages, this book is sure to please any middle schooler in need of a sweet romance. Hand to fans of Cory Doctorow's In Real Life (2014) and Alexis Nedd's Don't Hate the Player (2021).

 Starred Review for Publishers Weekly, 07/22/24, As the best friend of popular, self-absorbed Rachel, Ingrid is used to feeling invisible. But the guarded Virginia eighth grader has a vibrant online life, where she’s built a supportive community via the MMORPG Ancient Tomes Online and her secret blog Bye Forever, I Guess, a compilation of the wrong-number texts she frequently receives. After Rachel humiliates Ingrid in front of new kids Oliver and Alyx, Ingrid decides she’s had enough and drops her.

 Kirkus Reviews, Date Unavailable, Thirteen-year-old Ingrid never wanted to be anything but invisibleIn person, Ingrid Ant is shy, introverted, and content to let her real-life best friend, Rachel Allan, have the spotlight. But online, her Scrollr page â��Bye Forever, I Guessâ�� is ridiculously popular. Known as Anony Mouse on Scrollr, Ingrid maintains her anonymity and keeps her popularity under wraps while sharing the hilarious wrong number texts she receives. Ingrid’s life is a careful balance of school, a largely nonexistent social life, posting to Scrollr, and playing her favorite MMORPG, Ancient Tomes Online, with her online best friend, Lorren Watson, who lives in Michigan, far from Ingrid in Virginia; the two have never met in person. When a new family moves to town, Ingrid’s awkwardness causes a rift with her friend group. Lonely and isolated, Ingrid finds that a new wrong number text blossoms into a desperately needed friendship. This mysterious texterâ��known only by his ATO username, Travelerâ��gives her a chance to not only make a new friend, but to find her way forward after being isolated by her peers. And who knowsâ��maybe this chance wrong-number encounter will turn into something beyond friendship. This online-savvy tale of friendship uses text message chains to add a digital dimension that perfectly matches Ingrid’s life. Ingrid’s experiences with navigating middle school, friendships, and the online world provide important lessons about online safety and boundary setting in relationships. Characters largely present white.Charming, funny, and endearing.(Fiction. 10-14)

 Ages 10-14 No No


