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Attendance:​​ ​ Stacy Fletcher​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (281) 324-7656 
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       Download the FREE Huffman ISD APP on your smart phone or tablet! Access the APP by 
searching for “Huffman ISD” through your APP store on your device and receive all the latest 
news and reports on anything happening throughout the district. The APP provides access to 
the District Calendar and even a district phone directory.  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Course Selection/Schedule Changes  
HMS is moving to a 7 period day. Counselors meet with students early in the spring to provide course 
requirements and information for the next school year. Students will fill out a course selection sheet with their 
parent/guardian, and return it to the homeroom teacher by the due date (See course selection sheet). During 
the months of April or May, students will be able to login to Skyward to view the courses they are signed up for.  
At this time, changes can be made until the end of the school year by reaching out to the appropriate middle 
school counselor. Students can pick up their tentative schedule during open house in August. All students will 
receive their final schedule on the first day of school. 
 
Students may make corrections/changes to their schedule during the first week of school by filling out a 
schedule change form using the qr code or link. Students should allow two weeks for the schedule 
changes/corrections to be completed by the counselors.  
 
On-Level Courses  
On-level core classes prepare students for college and post-secondary instruction using a variety of teaching 
strategies, student activities, and assessments. The curriculum requires students to develop critical thinking 
and problem solving skills as well as master core content.  
 
Advanced Courses  
Advanced and Accelerated classes move at a faster pace with an increased level of rigor than On-Level 
classes.  These classes may have more homework than standard courses and may typically require more 
reading, writing, and independent practice. 

●​ Huffman Middle School’s On-Level curriculum is a college-bound curriculum.  
●​ While Advanced courses are designed to better prepare students for advanced academic coursework, 

middle school Advanced courses are not a requirement for enrolling in AP and dual credit courses in 
high school.  

●​ Some Advanced courses have course prerequisites that must be completed. Check the course catalog 
for prerequisites.  

●​ Advanced courses are not “all or nothing.” Students may take one or more of their core classes as 
advanced.  

●​ Students develop academic readiness at different rates and may not be ready for Advanced classes at 
the same time as their friends or classmates.  

 
Advanced Courses (ELA and Social Studies) 
Advanced classes are designed to challenge motivated students and prepare them for success in college level 
course work in high school and beyond. These Advanced courses move at a faster pace, are more 
academically challenging and require more independent learning than on-level courses. When selecting 
Advanced courses, it is important to keep the following in mind:  

●​ Although there may be qualifications for ELA and Social Studies, it is possible to move from on-level to 
advanced sections from one year to the next.  Details for Math and Science classes can be found in the 
Accelerated course section below. 

 
Accelerated Courses (Math and Science) 
Accelerated classes are designed for students to progress through the instructional material at a faster rate so 
that they can complete high school credit classes during their 8th grade year.  Students enrolled in Accelerated 
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courses will cover 4 years of material during their 3 years in middle school.  The course sequence allows for 
students to have opportunities for advanced coursework in high school. 

●​ In order for a student to enroll in 7th grade accelerated math or science the student must have also 
taken and successfully completed accelerated math or science in the prior year(s).  

●​ Students wishing to take the high school credit Math and Science classes in 8th grade, must take and 
successfully complete the accelerated Math and Science courses for both 6th and 7th grade. 

●​ STAAR Exams:  Students enrolled in Algebra I in 8th grade will take the Algebra I EOC.  Students 
enrolled in Accelerated Math in 7th grade will take the 8th grade Math STAAR. Students enrolled in 
Accelerated Science in 7th grade will take the 8th Grade Science STAAR.  

 
Advanced and Accelerated Course Entry Qualifications 
The purpose of the Advanced and Accelerated entry guidelines is to provide information to facilitate 
appropriate placement of students in academically challenging courses.  

●​ Huffman ISD recognizes the value of student participation in advanced academic coursework and 
encourages students to graduate from high school with at least one advanced academic course credit 
such as AP or dual credit. Students are encouraged to access the most rigorous curriculum in which 
they can be successful, generally defined as earning a B or better semester average.  

●​ Students should recognize the long term benefits of participation, seek assistance when needed, and 
be committed to staying in the course for a minimum of one semester. 

●​ To enroll in these courses, the student must meet at least one of the following criteria below: 
o​ shows demonstration of mastery (Masters) on the course-related STAAR assessment from their 

previous grade in math and reading, or 
o​ earned an average of 80 or higher in that subject at the end of the previous school year and 

receives a rating of Meets on the course-related STAAR assessment from their previous grade 
in math and reading, or 

o​ for classes that do not have a state-mandated performance assessment, the student must earn 
an average earned an average of 80 or higher in that subject at the end of the previous school 
year. 

●​ Progress for Advanced and Accelerated students will be monitored at the end of every grading period 
to determine continuation in the program.  To maintain enrollment in these courses, the student must 
maintain an average of 80 or higher.  Students that do not meet the requirements for remaining in the 
program will be reviewed by the Academic Placement Committee. 
 

Credit for High School Courses Taken During Middle School  
Middle school students completing high school courses at the middle school campus shall receive credit that 
applies toward both state and subject area graduation requirements, unless otherwise noted. Grade points for 
these courses shall not be awarded nor considered in determining high school class rank. A student who fails 
the first semester of the high school credit course will be reviewed by the Academic Placement Committee to 
determine the student’s continuation in the course.   
 
Gifted and Talented  
Middle school students who are currently identified as Gifted and Talented have the option of registering for a 
wide range of classes designed to meet their unique educational needs. Gifted and Talented students will be 
offered differentiated instruction through their Advanced and/or Accelerated course work.  A student will 
maintain his/her GT classification if enrolled in one or more of the following classes:  
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6th grade: Math Acc., Science Acc., English Language Arts Advanced, and/or Social Studies Advanced. 
7th grade: Math Acc., Science Acc., English Language Arts Advanced, and/or Social Studies Advanced. 
8th grade: Alg. I, Science Acc./IPC, English Language Arts Advanced, and/or Social Studies Advanced.  
 

Note: A GT student enrolled in Advanced and/or Accelerated classes or Algebra I must meet the Advanced 
and Accelerated course entry requirements outlined at the top of this page.  
 
 
STAAR  
Students are required to take the state assessment called the State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness or STAAR. STAAR emphasizes “readiness” standards, which are the knowledge and skills that are 
considered most important for success in the grade or subject that follows.  
 
Middle school students will take the following STAAR exams in the following grades.  

Sixth Grade: Reading and Mathematics  
Seventh Grade: Reading and Mathematics 
Eighth Grade: Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies 

Parent Portal 
Grades will also be posted for parents on our Parent Portal throughout the school year. This is a great way to 
keep up with grades, attendance, missing assignments, etc. Information can be found on the Huffman ISD 
website for creating an account. 
 
Attendance 
Attendance is taken for each class period, not just once a day. Students that are more than 10 minutes late to a 
class will be marked absent for that class period.  Any student that is not in attendance 90% of the class period 
may be subject to lose credit for that course.  Students absent for one or more class periods should turn  
a note in to the attendance office.  Parents should know that the state of Texas only recognizes doctor’s notes 
as an excused absence.   
 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Subject Area Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
Reading/English  
Language Arts 

full year full year full year 

Mathematics full year full year full year 
Science full year full year full year 

Social Studies full year 
Social Studies 

full year 
Texas History 

full year 
American History 

Physical Education full year full year - 
Fine Arts must complete one full year in middle school 
Electives may vary based on student course selection 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CORE CLASSES  

 
English Language Arts  
7th Grade English Language Arts / 7th Grade English Language Arts Advanced 
8th Grade English Language Arts / 8th Grade English Language Arts Advanced 
  
Mathematics 
7th Grade Math / 7th Grade Math Accelerated 
8th Grade Math / Algebra I (Students must have completed 6th and 7th Accelerated Math) 
 
Science  
7th Grade Science / 7th Grade Science Accelerated 
8th Grade Science / Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC)  
 
History  
7th Grade Texas History / 7th Grade Texas History Advanced 
8th Grade American History / 8th Grade American History Advanced 
​  

MIDDLE SCHOOL ELECTIVE COURSES 
** Elective classes are subject to change based on availability and student interest. ** 

 
ADVANCED AG SCIENCE​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th Grade 
 
Principles of Agriculture,​ Food, & Natural Resources (high school credit)​ 8th Grade 
This course is designed to broaden the student’s perspective of agriculture.  The areas to be covered will 
include, but are not limited to careers in agriculture, plants, animals, mechanics, FFA and leadership skills.  
Students must take this course to be eligible to participate in the FFA. Advanced Ag Science builds upon the 
skills taught in Introduction to Agriculture Science. 
 
ART I ​- Art Mashup: Mix, Make, Master​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade  

Love to create but not sure where to start? Art Mashup is all about experimenting with different materials, 
styles, and techniques to make awesome artwork. You’ll learn the building blocks of art—like line, shape, 
color, and texture—while trying out drawing, painting, sculpture, and mixed media. This class is perfect for 
anyone who loves to create, explore new ideas, and get a little messy in the process! 
 
ART II - Art Unleashed​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 
Ready to take your art to the next level? Art Unleashed challenges you to think bigger, bolder, and more 
creatively. You’ll explore the principles of design, composition, and artistic decision-making while working on 
more advanced projects in drawing, painting, sculpture, and beyond. This class is all about creative 
problem-solving and developing your own artistic style—whether you love realism, abstract, digital, or mixed 
media! 
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ATHLETICS 
**Students must have a current Physical and ECG** 
Athletics is for students who wish to compete in football, basketball, cross country, soccer, volleyball, and/or 
track.  Students must have a current physical and ECG on file to participate and must adhere to the HMS 
athletic requirements in order to maintain enrollment in the athletic class/program.  In addition, students must 
try out for at least one sport each semester. The State of Texas and UIL (University Interscholastic League) 
require passing grades in all subjects in order to compete in all sporting competitions. Athletes that do not 
participate in a sport, do not consistently maintain passing grades, or do not actively participate, are subject to 
removal from the class.  (PE Credit) 

BEGINNER BAND ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 
This course is an introductory performance group aimed at teaching instrumental fundamentals of music.  The 
class’s primary focus is to prepare aspiring young musicians with basic skills necessary to join the performance 
and competition bands in 7th and 8th grade.  Performances at the holiday and Spring concerts are required.  
This band has four after school rehearsals that are mandatory. 
 
 
BAND (Symphonic and Honors) ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 

PREREQUISITES: Beginner Band​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Students are recommended for either Concert or Symphonic Band by directors.  Students will participate in 
solo and ensemble contests and will perform throughout the year at school functions and special concerts.   
Performance at the holiday and Spring concerts are required along with after school rehearsals. 
 
COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 8th Grade  
(Full Year Class)​ (High School Credit) 
Students will explore educational and career information to learn more about themselves and their interests 
and abilities. This course is designed to guide students through the process of investigation and the 
development of a college and career achievement plan. High school endorsements will be explored and 
students will use interest inventory tools to explore areas of personal interest. Students will use this information 
to explore educational requirements for a variety of chosen career paths. 
 
CHOIR II ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade​​  
Performance at the holiday and Spring concerts are required along with after school rehearsals.  If enrolling in 
choir for the first time in 7th or 8th grade, students skip Choir 1 due to voice changes with age.   
 
COMPUTER I ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th Grade  
It teaches the “touch” keyboarding skill and proper formatting of documents for personal and business use.   
Application of their keyboarding skills helps build accuracy and speed.  Students will gain knowledge of basic 
computer literacy including computer etiquette.  Students will learn to communicate information effectively by 
designing multimedia publications using various software programs. 
 
DANCE I ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 
DANCE II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 
​ PREREQUISITE: Dance I 
DANCE III​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 8th Grade 
​ PREREQUISITE: DANCE II (Selection Process) 
Dance I students are introduced to the fundamentals of dance. Students will be learning several forms of 
dance; as well as the technique, vocabulary, & history that go with that form. A major focus is the kinesthetic 
awareness and expression that can be learned through movement. Students are expected to dress out daily 
for class and required to participate in the holiday and spring performances and rehearsals.  
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Dance II students further explore dance techniques and choreography. Students are expected to dress out 
daily for class and required to participate in the holiday and spring performances and rehearsals. Dance II 
students are also given the opportunity to audition for additional performances throughout the school year. 
 
 
JOURNALISM​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 
Students will incorporate the rules of writing with the freedom to write uniquely. Students will learn the 
fundamentals of inquiry, interviewing skills, news and feature writing, and other basic writing techniques.  
 
LEADERS OFFICER TRAINING CORP (LOTC) ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 
The Leaders Officer Training Corp (LOTC) offers an outstanding elective course for 7th and 8th grade 
students. It emphasizes leadership development, positive self-esteem, teamwork and responsible patriotic 
citizenship. Cadets are taught professional courtesy, respect, discipline and basic leadership traits in preparing 
them for the transition to high school. Strong emphasis is placed on honesty, values, self-discipline, physical 
fitness and a desire to graduate from high school. A uniform will be provided (free of charge for first set) and 
will be required to be worn once a week. (PE Credit) 
 
OFFICE PROCEDURES (Selection Process)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 8th Grade 
This course provides opportunities for students to work in an office setting. Students will learn and practice 
work skills such as punctuality, project completion, work completion with others, communication skills, etc. 
The following criteria is considered when making selections: discipline, grades, attendance, tardies, 
responsibility.  
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE, COED)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 
Students will be provided opportunities to demonstrate the application of wellness concepts and principles to 
his/her daily life; to exhibit healthy decision-making abilities and developmentally appropriate levels of 
health-related fitness; and to demonstrate skills/competencies in a wide range of physical activities. (PE credit)  
 
Principles of Information Technology​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 8th Grade 
(Full Year Class)​ (High School Credit) 
Have you ever wondered how apps are created, how computers “think,” or how websites are built? In 
Principles of Information Technology, students explore the exciting world behind the technology they use every 
day! This hands-on course introduces students to computer hardware, software, coding basics, cybersecurity, 
digital design, and even web development. Students learn how to create professional documents, build 
spreadsheets, design presentations, explore simple programming concepts, and develop their own web page. 
 
ROBOTICS/STEM​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade​​  
Through this STEM based course, students get hands-on experience assembling and controlling robots. This 
course is based on the application of math, engineering and science in real world situations. Throughout the 
course students use their learning to complete various tasks, projects, and compete in competitions. Robotics 
focuses mainly on Lego EV3 robots. This course will also offer hands-on, discovery-based activities. The 
course promotes critical thinking and encourages collaboration amongst students. 
 
 
SPANISH I (High School Credit)​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 8th Grade 

RECOMMENDED PREREQUISITES: MAINTAIN AT LEAST AN 80 AVERAGE IN ALL 
COURSES DURING 7TH GRADE  

This high school credit course will focus on developing audio-lingual skills with mastery of basic structure, 
expressions, and common vocabulary without translation. Reading and writing Spanish are introduced.  
Studying outside of school is required. Student grades will be monitored at each grading period. While a 70 
average is all that is needed for course credit, students should remember that this is a high school credit 
course, not an average middle school elective.  
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THEATRE ARTS ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 
This course introduces students to dramatic skills and techniques as well as theater and stage language. Basic 
areas explored are pantomime, puppetry, improvisation and acting.   
 
THEATRE PRODUCTION ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 
PREREQUISITES: Theatre Arts, Selection Process 
This course continues the study of dramatic skills introduced in Theater Arts I. This is a performance based 
course. Students will be required to participate in class productions and UIL contests. This course has limited 
seats due to maximum participants allowed for UIL competition. Students must also maintain passing grades in 
all classes for UIL participation rules. 
 
YEARBOOK (Selection Process)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 7th/8th Grade 
This course provides practical, computer and technical skills, interviewing, reporting, layout design, and writing 
skills. Students entering this course must have above average skills in writing and grammar. They will also be 
introduced to budgeting and marketing principles.  

 
CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 
CHRISTIAN STUDENT UNION (CSU) 
CSU is a student-led Christian organization dedicated to Bible study and evangelism. The organization is 
strictly voluntary and open to anyone who is interested. 

 
HUFFMAN FFA 
The mission of FFA is to promote student-led leadership in an organization for students of agricultural 
education. The FFA changes lives and prepares students for premier leadership, personal growth and career 
success. 
 
NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY (NJHS) 
National Junior Honor Society is an organization that promotes appropriate recognition for students who reflect 
outstanding accomplishments in the areas of scholarship, character, leadership, and service. Our students help 
in areas of tutoring other students, being helpful and caring for other students who are in need of some extra 
attention and raising funds for cancer research. NJHS members also aid in areas of extra-curricular activities 
that occur at the school during the year, including UIL events.  
 
UIL ACADEMICS ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
UIL Academics is open to all 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students.  HMS offers a variety of UIL Academic 
opportunities for students.  Students should select a team based on their interest and passions as students 
must attend weekly meetings. Tryouts start in October and teams are formed by the first of December.  
Students compete in the Spring semester, typically in February.    
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
When is middle school registration? New student registration is usually about two weeks before school starts. Please 
watch the website for the dates. Information will be provided in the Spring. Most forms will be filled out on-line on 
Skyward. During registration, you will be able to pick  your tentative classes. Students already enrolled in Huffman will just 
do re-registration on Skyward over the summer. At Open House, usually the week before school begins, you will pick up a 
tentative schedule, find out where your classes are located, visit with clubs and organizations to get information as well 
set up with transportation and nutrition if needed. In order to receive a schedule at Open House, the online registration 
must be completed for ALL students.  
 
Will I get the classes I sign up for? Students should number their elective choices according to the course selection 
card. Students usually get the classes they select as their top choices. However, sometimes a class could be full, there 
may be conflict with another class they are taking or a class might be canceled due to availability (ex.: not enough 
students sign up, do not have a teacher for the class, etc.). When this happens the student will be assigned the next 
elective choice selected or available.  

Do we have to wear ID badges? Yes, early in the school year you will get an ID badge to wear at all times. This is used 
for safety reasons as well as purchasing your lunch. If you lose your ID, you will need to have it replaced as soon as 
possible at a cost of $5 or a temporary ID for $1. 

Do we get to use lockers? No, you will need a backpack to carry your supplies and notebooks around. You will have a 
laptop and charger checked out to you to bring to school daily. 

Do we have assigned seating at lunch? No, you will be assigned a lunch time based on your class location during the 
lunch periods. 

Is there a snack bar? Yes, during your lunch time you can choose to eat in the hot lunch line, the snack bar or kiosk. The 
snack bar offers a variety of foods and the kiosk offers a variety of salads. These menus are posted each month on the 
website. 

What school supplies will we need? Each teacher will let you know what is needed when you go to your first class. 
Over the summer you can get basics such as journals and writing utensils to have for the first day.  

When can we sign up for athletics? You can sign up for athletics in 7th and 8th grade. The coaches will discuss this with 
PE classes at the end of the school year and what the requirements are (tryouts, practices, etc).  

Do students need a note if they change the way they go home one day? Students do not need a note to change the 
way they are getting home unless they are riding home on a different bus with another student.  

How long do I have between classes to get from one class to another? Students have about 5 minutes to get to the 
next class. You will need to go quickly and not visit with friends between classes or you could be tardy. This is also the 
time you will need to go to the restroom or get a drink of water if needed.  

Will we get our schedule before the end of the school year? No, you will pick up a tentative schedule during the Open 
House. Then new schedules will be passed out to all students on the first day of school.  
 
Will I be able to make changes? Yes, once you receive your list of classes from the counselors you can make changes 
until the last day of school. Then once schedules are printed for Open House and the first day of school changes can be 
requested for the first week of school. 
 
Is there a summer reading assignment for advanced classes? Yes, there is a reading assignment that is either 
required or used for extra credit for the Advanced ELA classes. We are preparing you for the high school AP classes that 
have a summer assignment for each AP class. Details will be given out later in the school year to those students who sign 
up and will be posted on the website. 
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Do I have to have a physical and ECG to be in 7th/8th grade athletics? Yes, and they are each offered by the school for 
about $25. You can also have this done by your own doctor, but the DISTRICT forms, found on the HMS website, must be 
filled out by your doctor. 
 
 

Parents and students should note that the content within this guide is subject to change  
based on teacher availability and student interest. 
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