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BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

January 12, 2026

The regular meeting of the Board of Education was held at the
Liberal High School East Annex and was called to order by Board
Clerk Rusty Tuman at 6:30 pm with Mr. Brad Carr, Mr. Nick Hatcher,
Mr. Mike Brack, Mrs.Sarah Thompson, Mrs. Kaylee Lopez,

Mrs. Luz Riggs,and Mr. Jesus Baeza in attendance,

Mr. Dane Richardson, Dr, Maria Gomez-Rocque, Mr. Jarod Bellar,
Mrs. Ashley Kappelman, Mr.Chad Mease, Mrs. Nila Newton, Mrs. Maria
Martinez, and Mr. Rusty Tuman were also present.

Jim Garcia led the opening prayer.

Recommend Brad Carr as the President of the Board of Education for the
2026 calendar year. Motion Carried 7-0.

Recommend Sarah Thompson as the Board of Education Vice President
for 2026 calendar year. Motion Carried 7-0.

1. Motion by Brack, seconded by Lopez, to approve the minutes of
December 08, 2025 Board of Education Meeting. Motion carried 7-0.

2. Motion by Brack, seconded by Hatcher, to approve the minutes of
December 22, 2025 Board of Education Meeting. Motion carried 7-0.

3. Motion by Brack, seconded by Lopez, to approve the agenda
as presented. Motion carried 7-0.

4. Chamber of commerce educator of the month December, Noel
Delgado. Cottonwood presentation

5. Kelsy Kronawitter update

6. Mrs. Nila Newton presented the following for information:
3 months of Sales Tax Distributions
a. October 2025- $219,838
b. November 2025- $208,040
c. December 2025- $203,001
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SUPERINTENDENT 7. Mr. Dane Richardson presented the following for information:
REPORT. a. High Reliability - Cottonwood
h. Prairie View Principal Position - Louisa Garcia

CONSENT 8. Motion by Brack, seconded by Riggs, to approve the items
AGENDA listed in the consent agenda. Motion carried 7-0.
new teacher a. Approval of New Teacher Bonus Agreement
bonus agreement Ruby Molina
teaching tuition b. Approval of Teaching Tuition Agreements
agreements Kylie Eagan
Arlene Ruiz
teaching tuition ¢. Approval of the Amendment Tuition Agreement
amendments Blanca Diaz-Romero

Courtney Eagan
Celia Gutierrez

Lisa Moore

Bella Ortiz

Erika Ramos

Ciro Rodriguez-Puig
Elizabeth Thompson

staff d. Approval of travel as presented
travel

overnight/wednesday e. Approval of travel requests as presented
Sunday athletic EMS Band -1/23-1/24 KS John Philip Sousa Honor Band -
& activity events Lawrence, KS

LHS Boys wrestling team - 1/23 - 24 - Hays, KS

donations f. Approval of the donations as presented
12/5/25, Bright Start, Check Donation, $477.76, Sunflower Bank ABCs
Program, donation
12/8/25, LHS, Check Donation, $1,000.00, Fitzpatrick Media Group
(TMOBILE), General Athletics
12/8/2025, LHS, Check Donation, $1,000.00, Charity Classic Inc,
Girls Golf
12/8/2025, LHS, Check Donation, $7,000.00, Liberal Redskin Booster
Club, General Athletics Inflatable
12/8-25, Meadowlark, Check Donation, $500.00, Invenergy Wind
Development, Christmas movies
12/15/2025, LHS, Check Donation, $300.00, Gardea Construction,

Junior Class (Prom)
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12/15/2025, MacArthur, Check Donation, $475.02, Sunflower Bank,
ABC schools
17712026, BS, Check Donation, $500.00, High Plains Heritage
Foundation, grant
1/6/2026, EMS, Check Donation, $500.00, Prairie Vista, Reality U
Employment g. Classified Employment
1/14/2026, Noelia Cabrales, Sub Custodian, DW,
n/a, n/a
1/4/2026, Keila Deras, SPED Para, Bright Start,
Jennifer Garcia, 12/3/2025
1/14/2026, Jessica Marie Garcia, SPED Para, Prairie View,
Pamela Zamudio, 12/18/2025
1/14/2026, Jenika Hinkle, Life Skills Para, LHS,
Amanda Taylor, 12/19/2025
1/14/2026, Kai Howery, SPED Para, LHS,
nfa, nfa
1/14/2026, Brent Lyon, Library Para, EMS,
Jennifer Allan, 8/26/2025
1/14/2026, Jorge Quintana, Sub Custodian, DW,
n/a, n/a
1/14/2026, Jacqueline Rivera-Gibba, ESL Para, SRMS,
Ana Hilario, Transfer
11/17/2025, Penny Schwenke, Life Skills Para, LHS,
Maria Valles, Transfer
h. Interim Employment
1/13/2026, Tiffani Burrows, Interim Instructor, Cottonwood
Retirements/ i, Classified Retirement/Resignations
Resignations 1/16/2026, Cristal Andrade, Para, Bright Start
12/9/2025, Briana Beltran, Building Sub, SRMS
11/20/2025, Joel Kitts, Sub Custodian, DW
12/18/2025, Stephanie Medina, SPED Para, Prairie View
1/5/2026, Penny Schwenke, Life Skills, Para, LHS
12/19/2025, Amanda Taylor, SPED Para, LHS
12/18/2025, Pamela Zamudio, SPED Para, Prairie View
j. Interim Resignations
12/18/2025, Jennifer Olivas, Interim Instructor ESL, Cottonwood
Transfers k. Certified Transfers

1/6/2026, Ethan Boeker, Advanced Student Teacher, @ MacArthur,
2nd Grade Teacher, @ MacArthur

12/15/2025, Lowel Bisenio, 5th Grade, @ Sunflower,
Teacher, @ MacArthur
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1/5/20286, Tasha Ebeling, Lead Teacher, @ LHS,
Assistant Principal, @ LHS
1/5/2026, Elizabeth Thompson, Advanced Student Teacher, @ LHS
Business Teacher, @ LHS
|. Classified Transfers
1/16/2026, Thomas Brown, Summer Help Tech, @ McKinley ,
Tech, @ McKinley
12/12/2025, Wanda Covert, Vision Para, @ EMS,
ESL Para, @ EMS
1/5/2026, Georgina Dominguez, SPED Para, @ Cottonwood,
Building Para, @ Cottonwood
1/6/2026, Blanca Esparza, Cafeteria, @ EMS,
Cafeteria, @ LHS
12/12/2025, Esmeralda Mata Hernandez, ESL Para, @ EMS,
Vision Para, @ EMS
1/5/2026, Valery Mejia, SPED Para, @ Bright Start,
Parent Coordinator, @ Bright Start ‘
1/6/2026, Amanda Mercado Ramirez, Sub Cafeteria, @ DW,
Fit Cafeteria, @ EMS
1/7/2026, Marcos Montoya, P/t SPED Para, @ LHS,
Life Skills Para, @ LHS
1/5/2026, Esperanza Ribota, Building Para, @ EMS,
Building Sub, @ EMS
1/56/2026, Deanna Vazquez, PSED Para, @ Bright Start,
Speech Para, @ Bright Start ,
12/12/2025, Brenda Venegas, SPED Para, @ Prairie View,
ESL Para, @ Prairie View
1/5/2026, Addison Williams, Speech Para, @ Bright Start,
P/T Speech Para, @ Bright Start
1/2/2026, Mauricio Jr Zarabia, P/t Mechanic,
F/t Mechanic

m. Interim Transfers

1/5/2026, Sergio Borjas, Interim Instructor Business, @ LHS,
Advanced Student Teacher, @ LHS

1/6/2026, Jordan Girkin, Interim Instructor 3rd Grade, @ Cottonwood
3rd Grade Teacher, @ Cottonwood

1/12/2026, Louisa Gonzalez, Interim Principal, @ Prairie View,
Principal, @ Prairie View

1/5/2026, Tanya Mata, Interim Instructor 2nd Grade, @ MacArthur,
2nd Grade Teacher, @ MacArthur

1/6/2026, Brooke Sniff, Interim Instructor ELA, @ SRMS,
ELA Teacher, @ SRMS
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9. Motion by Riggs, seconded by Thompson, to approve the bills
as presented. Motion carried 7-0.

10. Motion by Brack, seconded by Baeza, to approve the audit as presented
Motion carried 7-0.

11. Motion by Hatcher, seconded by Brack, to approve to appoint Nila
Newton, Jarod Bellar and Dane Richardson to the health insurance
committee for USD 480. Motion carried 7-0.

12. Motion by Brack, seconded by Lopez, to approve the early
graduation applications as presented. Motion carried 7-0.

13. Motion by Thompson, seconded by Brack, to approve the changes as
presented to the Employee Handbook. Motion carried 7-0.

14. Motion by Hatcher, seconded by Lopez, to approve Spanish Foreign
Language textbook adoption in the amount of $5,525.25.
Motion carried 7-0.

15. Motion by Brack, seconded by Thompson, to approve the bid from Pro
Tech Spraying in the amount of $25,056.44, Motion carried 7-0.

16. Motion by Carr, seconded by Brack, to approve the 25-26 Wellness
Policy as presented. Motion carried 7-0.

17. Motion by Brack, seconded by Lopez, to approve the contract with
FinalSite. Motion carried 7-0.
Cost:
$11,500 - Initial Build
$33,725 - Yearly Cost

18. Motion by Brack, seconded by Baeza, to approve the updates to
resolution J, N, P, Q as presented. Motion carried 7-0.
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BOARD
COMMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

Each of the Board Members had the opportunity to report school
activities and meetings they attended or were aware of since the
last board meeting.

19. Motion by Brack, seconded by Baeza, to adjourn the
meeting at 8:51pm. Motion carried 7-0.

President Clerk




