MRMS PTO Meeting Minutes
Wednesday January 14, 2026 6:00pm - 7:00pm
MRMS Media Center

Introductions

Review and approval of 11/19/24 Meeting Minutes

e Motion to approve by Christa A

Administration Report — Mr. Wheeler
e Literacy Evenings with Literacy How program: two nights planned to help parents
understand how to help students at home; first night will be vocabulary focused with a
game show, snacks, and prizes; second night will focus on comprehension; funded with a
$500 stipend through state department, hoping to repeat next year as well
e Field trips: added $10,000 for field trips to next year’s school site budget, which would
allow the PTO to use funds to support students and staff in additional ways
e Community losses: Staff are struggling with the passing of Mrs. Nystrom; seeking more
mental support for staff and ways to honor her such as a buddy bench
o Jackie shared a mindfulness program that could benefit staff and students
o PBIS strategies: possibility of a Mrs. Nystrom award

Old Business

e School website: Updated by Melissa, slowly adding as she can

e Stock the Classroom: Lists were posted on ParentSquare; post reminder by Friday; lots of
items coming in; review lists in Feb to see if most items have been purchased

e Dine to Donate: Reschedule for a future date with The Bridge since original date was the
day after Nystrom’s passing and participation was low; Bridge is donating to GoFundMe
and shared idea of a benefit dinner

e Apparel: Searching for new apparel company due to quality concerns; Melissa tried out
Fitch’s apparel store and it was good quality so she will get contact information (BSN,
Critical Screen Print, Sporty); Middle school also has a new apparel person

New Business

e Bingo Night on January 22" Free family night starting at 5:30pm; PTO purchased pizza
and bottled water

e Raise Craze 02/13/2026 - 03/06/2026: Online fundraiser focused on acts of kindness; in
the past raised around $5,000

e PTO Insurance Renewal 02/06/2026: $1393.00

e PTO Board Positions: In search of new Co-Chair and Secretary for 2026-2027 school
year


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1b8oSVRKGMc_2WViQIzO8GC6ef21DkNZZ

e Yearbooks
o Justine is seeking to train someone to take over for next year
o Get advertisement information out there; reach out to businesses
o $1,054 in sales so far; $180 from ads (which is 100% profit)
o Yearbooks for all 5" graders: Costs $1,065.30 to give all 5" graders a free yearbook,
and last year it was all covered through ad profit
e Color Run: Planned for May 2"%; Justine is seeking someone else to continue to plan it;
Kristen W was interested in helping; facilities paperwork needs to be completed; would
be a family event, not a fundraiser

Treasurer’s Report
e Review and approval of November & December 2025 Treasurer’s Report and Budget

e Review Fund Requests
o Alison Z (Horler’s Class) — $23.81for gingerbread house supplies and duck
incentives; already approved and paid for
o Insurance renewal — $1,393.00 — budgeted for $1,500; Motion to approve Meg S
o Kindergarten — $1,631.90 - Garde Arts to see Pout Pout Fish —$1,800 in budget
= Motion to approve by Lynn B
o Kindergarten — $299.88 — Buses for district funded trip to Nature Center (will be
over budget by 132.00 for both trips)
= Motion to approve by Lynn B
o 1% grade — Mystic Aquarium - $299.88 for buses
= Motion to approve by Sarah
o 2" grade — Nature Center - $299.88 for buses
= Motion to approve by Justine

New Ideas and Questions

e Megan S.: Dine to Donate during sports season while people are already at Poquonock
Plains Park

e Justine G.: PTO donations to GoFundMe of families in school community who
experienced loss

e Staff Appreciation: ideas include a staff field trip such as indoor volleyball at The
Sandbox and more coffee carts (maybe in March)

e Supplies in metal closet: School supplies, give it to teachers

Announcements
e Next meeting will be February 11, 2026, 6:00-7:00

Adjourned


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yAIIS9F3zXeESo6S6j79cgASkFc7WVMd
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qORcIcUQdh_3oRIHi1VsUkuwno3BQH5s/view?usp=drive_link

