Ottawa Hills

Local Schools

Administrative Guidelines for Non-Resident Tuition Enrollment

1. Introduction

Ottawa Hills Local Schools will use the following guidelines to make decisions
regarding non-resident students seeking tuition enrollment in the school district.

No person shall be excluded from participating in, be denied the benefits of, or be
subject to discrimination as to the school district's educational programs based
upon his or her race, color, ethnicity, national origin, religion, creed, gender, sex,
sexual orientation, gender identity, results of genetic testing, marital status,
ancestry, disability, age, veteran status, service in the military, or other characteristic
protected by applicable federal, state, or local laws. In compliance with applicable
state and federal law, Ottawa Hills Local Schools will enroll students pursuant to
these Guidelines based upon factors excluding any regard for academic ability;
athletic, artistic, or other extracurricular skills or involvement; or proficiency in
English.

II. Guidelines and Procedures for Non-Resident Tuition Enrollment

A The Tuition Application. Upon request, the school district will provide
the parent(s) or guardian(s) of a prospective tuition enrollment student
(or the student, if not a minor) with a copy of the Tuition Application. A
student who is 18 years of age or older may request a Tuition
Application for himself or herself if (s)he will be the responsible payer
of the tuition.

1. If the student seeking tuition enrollment is a minor, the
individual completing the Tuition Application must have
custodial rights to the student or be named the residential
parent for school purposes in the applicable custody

documents.

2 A separate Tuition Application must be submitted for each
student seeking tuition enrollment.

3. The completed Tuition Application must be submitted to Ottawa

Hills Local Schools by July 1 for a student to be considered for
tuition enrollment in the following school year.

4, A student seeking tuition enrollment must submit a Tuition
Application each year, and admissions based upon tuition
enrollment are for one year only. Acceptance as a tuition
enrollment student in one school year does not guarantee
acceptance in subsequent school years.
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5. The falsification of any information on a Tuition Application will
render that application null and void, and it will not be
considered. Falsification of information may also affect
consideration of applications for that student or other students
submitted by the same parent(s) or guardian(s) in the same or
future school years.

Priorities and Conditions for Tuition Enrollment. Tuition Applications
will be considered in the order the school district receives them,
subject to the following priorities and conditions:

1. Students residing in the school district will not be displaced for a
tuition enrollment student.

2. Tuition enrollment applicants who are the children of an Ottawa
Hills Local Schools employee will be given priority over all other
tuition enrollment applicants.

3. Tuition enrollment applicants who were students at Ottawa Hills
Local Schools during the prior school year will have priority over
first-time applicants and all other applicants other than those
listed in item (2) above.

4, Tuition enrollment applicants with siblings already enrolled at
Ottawa Hills Local Schools will have priority over all tuition
enrollment applicants except those listed in items (2) and (3)
above.

5. Tuition enrollment applicants seeking first-time enrollment will
have the lowest priority and will be evaluated in the order the
school district receives their Tuition Applications.

6. Class size and the tuition student’s behavior and performance
may affect consideration of whether to grant the above priority
to the tuition student in a subsequent school year.

Additional options during tuition enrollment application process:

1. The school district may schedule an interview with the student,
parent(s) or guardian(s), Superintendent, and Building
Administrator prior to making a tuition enrollment decision.

2. Upon request, and at the school district’s discretion, the school
district’s building Principal(s) or representative may give
parent(s) or guardian(s) and students a tour of the building(s). A
copy of the Tuition Application may be offered following the
tour.



3. Upon request, and at the school district’s discretion, the school
district may schedule a “shadow” experience for prospective
tuition enrollment students in the elementary and/or the
junior/senior high school.

4. Before or after the interview, the school district may partner a
student with a current Ottawa Hills student in the appropriate
grade or class to experience life as a Green Bear for a half-day or
a whole day, as the school district deems appropriate.

III. Eligibility: Criteria for Acceptance and Grounds for Denial

A.

Criteria for Acceptance. To be eligible for tuition enrollment at Ottawa
Hills Local Schools, a student must reside within another school district
in the State of Ohio. Additionally the student must satisfy the following
requirements:

1. The student must be in good academic standing at his or her
current school;

2. The student must be in good financial standing at his or her
current school; and

3. The parent(s) or guardian(s) of a minor child (or the student, if

not a minor) must provide written agreement to timely comply
with all tuition requirements at Ottawa Hills Local Schools.

If a student is seeking services that are not already available at Ottawa
Hills Local Schools, the school district may choose to offer additional
services at its sole discretion, based upon factors including, but not
limited to, how class size will be affected (see below). Seeking special
services alone will not disqualify an individual from tuition enrollment.

Grounds for Denial. Even if a student satisfies all of the above
requirements for eligibility, the student’s Tuition Application may be
denied for the following reasons:

1. Discipline/Behavior

a. The school district may deny a Tuition Application at its
sole discretion based upon the student’s history of
discipline and behavioral issues.

2. Attendance

a. The school district may deny a Tuition Application at its
sole discretion based upon the prospective student’s
attendance record at his or her home school.



3. Class Size

a. Enrollment may not exceed the maximum enrollment as
determined annually by the Superintendent for each
grade level and/or classroom.

b. Additionally, in evaluating whether a Tuition Application
should be denied based upon class size, the school district
may consider factors in its sole discretion including, but
not limited to:

i. The physical size of the classroom or school
building;

ii. The optimal size for a particular program;

iii. For classes where the permissible age range of
students is established by statute or regulation, an
application may be denied if the student’s age
would fall outside the range as determined by the
ages of the students already assigned to that
classroom or unit, and Ottawa Hills Local Schools
will not be obligated to seek a waiver of any age
limitation; and

iv. The number of students the school district can
accommodate in a particular grade level without
increasing the school district’s expenditures for
equipment or staff.

C. If a tuition enrollment student is accepted and begins the
school year as a student at Ottawa Hills Local Schools,
and circumstances change during the school year such
that the student would not have been accepted due to
factors related to class size, the student will be permitted
to complete the school year at Ottawa Hills Local Schools.
The student is not, however, guaranteed enrollment at
Ottawa Hills Local Schools in subsequent years.

Admission Decision. After the interview and review of submitted
documents, the Superintendent and Building Administrator(s) will
consider the applicant’s potential for success at Ottawa Hills Local
Schools based upon the above criteria for acceptance and grounds for
denial. The Superintendent has discretion over the final approval of
tuition enrollment students based upon such criteria for acceptance
and grounds for denial.

Parent(s) or guardian(s) will be notified in writing of the decision.
Reasons for the decision will be kept confidential to the extent
required by law.




IV.

Ottawa Hills Local Schools reserves the right to retract an offer of
admission to a student previously accepted if the final transcript(s)
from the student’s previously attended school(s) reveal performance or
behavior that is unacceptable in the school district’s sole discretion
based upon the above criteria for acceptance and grounds for denial.

After Initial Acceptance. Parent(s) or guardian(s) of minor children (or
the student, if not a minor) are required to apply for tuition status for
the student annually. Although the school district will make reasonable
efforts to continue a student’s education at Ottawa Hills Local Schools,
there is no guarantee that a student will be able to complete his or her
education in the school district. Subsequent Tuition Applications will
be evaluated as set forth above.

Additional Guidelines

A.

The school district is not responsible for transporting tuition
enrollment students.

Athletic eligibility is determined pursuant with the rules of the Ohio
High School Athletic Association and Board policy. Each
student/parent/guardian is responsible for becoming familiar with the
applicable rules, standards, and criteria for eligibility.

The school district reserves the right to recalculate a student’s grade
point average if the student’'s home school district uses a different
method for calculating averages or a different grading system.

Students seeking to graduate and obtain a diploma from Ottawa Hills
Local Schools must satisfy the school district's graduation
requirements. Academic honors will be determined solely based upon
the school district’s standards.

The school district reserves the right to modify or rescind all or part of
these guidelines at its discretion.

Each tuition payment must be received in full by Ottawa Hills Local
Schools not later than 30 calendar days after the date of the invoice. If
full payment is not received by such deadline, the student will not be
enrolled or permitted to attend the district’s schools. If the payment
method subsequently fails (such as a check having been returned from
a bank because of insufficient funds), the student immediately will be
withdrawn or dismissed from the district’s schools.






