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Staff, Students, and Friends of USD 480,

Welcome back! I hope that you had a wonderful, restful break. We look forward to our continued work together
as we close the book on the first half of the 2024-2025 school year. We all get a clean slate, a chance to put the
past in the past and begin continued forward progress.

Many opportunities are before us as we get into 2025.
Students will prepare for and take assessments to evaluate their learning and our instruction. We must also
remember that assessments are not the only reason students attend school. Athletics, fine arts, and many

opportunities let each student find their place in life.

As a district, our goals include:
Four-point language arts and mathematics gains each year over the next four years.
10% reduction in chronic absenteeism.
System-wide improvements in communication with internal and external stakeholders.

20% in filling open positions over the next four years.
We will be sharing growth in the very near future regarding these goals.

We will continue celebrating our staff with the Five C’s each month. USD 480 staff members from all areas who
deserve recognition. Please make your nominations at this link.

Remember, as weather situations develop throughout the winter and spring, check our website, usd480.net, and
our social media for the most current information on delays, closings, etc.

Let’s all work together to build an even better USD 480 for the future.
Welcome back, work hard, and have a great spring.

Superintendent
Stephen Linkous
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