
Post Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO)

1

Is it a good fit for you?
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What is PSEO

➔ A program that allows students to earn college credit while in high 
school through successful enrollment in and completion of college 
level courses.

➔ No tuition, fees or required textbook costs to the student.
➔ Students can take PSEO classes:

◆ Part-time (in addition to some high school courses)
◆ Full-time (no high school courses)

➔ Students will earn both high school and college credits for PSEO 
courses - dual enrollment.

➔ Colleges offer traditional on-campus PSEO classes and online PSEO 
classes.



What does a successful 
PSEO student look like?
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Independent 
learner

Strong time 
management skills

Proactive and 
professional 

communicator

Growth Mindset: sees 
challenges as opportunities

Solid academic 
foundation

Self-disciplined and 
fully committed

Critical thinker



Things to consider: General 
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➔ High school vs. college experience 
➔ Yearly schedules (start/end dates, breaks) are different for college vs. high school
➔ Transportation is not provided 
➔ Ongoing communication with both high school counselor and PSEO advisor is necessary since the 

student is balancing schedules and expectations for both
➔ If part-time, need to be able to schedule needed or desired classes at the college around needed or 

desired classes at the high school.
➔ AP vs. PSEO: 

◆ AP classes offer college-level coursework within the high school, focusing on rigorous, 
standardized curriculum with potential credit based on exam scores.  PSEO allows students to 
take actual college course for free, providing a real college environment and credits.  

◆ As long as a student passes PSEO courses, they earn college credit. However, AP credit can 
sometimes transfer better out of state or to private colleges because AP is a nationally 
accredited and recognized curriculum.

◆ AP class options limited to options available at the high school, more choices for PSEO courses. 



Things to consider: Grading

➔ PSEO grades will be posted on both the high school transcript and college 

transcript.
◆ A PSEO grade of a ‘B’ for a 4 credit course will transfer to a student’s WHS transcript as a ‘B’ for a 

full year high school credit and will factor into the high school cumulative GPA accordingly.

● 3 or more credit college course = 1.0 WHS credit

● 1-2 credit college course = 0.5 WHS credit

◆ PSEO grades are the beginning of a student’s official college transcript and will factor into the 

college GPA accordingly.

➔ Transferring PSEO credits to another college is dependent on the transfer rules 

of that college
◆ Check with colleges and discuss with PSEO advisor

◆ Transferology - https://www.transferology.com 
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https://www.transferology.com


General timeline for PSEO application

➔ December-February: review specific college PSEO websites and attend 

information sessions available.

➔ February - application deadline (varies by school): complete and submit 

application materials.

➔ Spring: admission decision is made.  Have necessary conversations with high 

school counselor to prepare for PSEO registration.

➔ Spring/Summer: attend required orientation/registration meetings for PSEO 

and finalize PSEO class schedule.

➔ Summer - submit an official list of registered PSEO courses to HS counselor 

(WHS schedule will be adjusted accordingly and PSEO status updated).
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Where can 
students take 

PSEO courses?

➔ All public colleges/universities 
and some private.  

➔ The most common choices for 
WHS students in the past have 
been: 
◆ Normandale Community College
◆ U of M Twin Cities
◆ Minneapolis College
◆ Hennepin Technical College
◆ Crown College

➔ The admissions criteria for each 
college/university will vary
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The MN Department of Education 
updates a complete list of 

participating schools each year at this 
site: MDE PSEO

https://education.mn.gov/mde/fam/dual/pseo/


Normandale Community  College PSEO

Fall Application Deadline: June 1 (recommended earlier)

Application Steps/Materials:

1. Online application 
a. Do this step first

b. Involves setting up a StarID - keep track of StarID and password

2. Supplemental documents uploaded through  Document Uploader:
a. High School Transcript - can be found on Skyward under REPORT CARD/PORTFOLIO tab

b. 2026-27 MDE PSEO Notice of Student Registration Form - Sample

c. If eligibility is not met by cumulative GPA, submit a test score: ACT, SAT, PSAT

3. Upon acceptance: Attend a mandatory PSEO Orientation
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Who is eligible?
12th grade eligibility: 2.6 GPA
11th grade eligibility: 3.0 GPA

https://www.normandale.edu/admissions/apply/pseo-students/index.html
https://eservices.minnstate.edu/adm/public/studentWelcome?campusId=156&appType=underGrad&_gl=1*yk0q9a*_ga*NDY2OTYyNDQuMTY3ODk2OTc3Mg..*_ga_WVDJPC71HT*MTcwNjgxMzY4MS40OS4wLjE3MDY4MTM3NTQuNjAuMC4w*_ga_18JXPS49S6*MTcwNjgxMzY4MS41MC4wLjE3MDY4MTM3NTQuNjAuMC4w
https://inoweform.campus.mnsu.edu/imagenowforms/fs?form=NCC%20PSEO%20Documentation%20eForm
https://www.normandale.edu/admissions/apply/pseo-students/Normandale-MDE-PSEO-NOSR-2026-27-Academic-Year.pdf
https://www.normandale.edu/_files/documents/pseo/mde-pseo-nosr-example.pdf


Minneapolis College PSEO

Fall Application Deadline: Priority April 14th (Final June 13th)

Application Steps/Materials:

1. Submitted online application 
a. Do this step first

b. Involves setting up a StarID - keep track of StarID and password

2. Submit your supplemental documents through the Document Uploader
a. High School Transcript - can be found on Skyward under REPORT CARD/PORTFOLIO tab

b. 2026-27 MDE PSEO Notice of Student Registration Form

c. If eligibility is not met by cumulative GPA, submit a test score: ACT, SAT, PSAT

3. Upon acceptance: Attend a mandatory PSEO Orientation
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Who is eligible?
12th grade eligibility: Upper 
half or 2.5 GPA
11th grade eligibility: Upper 
third or 3.0 GPA 

https://minneapolis.edu/admissions/pseo-student
https://eservices.minnstate.edu/adm/public/studentWelcome?campusId=305&_ga=2.165687292.374825983.1769375410-1736604204.1760028676
https://inoweform.campus.mnsu.edu/imagenowforms/webform/4389da46-f811-45dd-99d8-53ca71611b82/
https://minneapolis.edu/sites/default/files/PSEO-NOSR-2026-27-Typed-Sign-Version.pdf


University of Minnesota Twin Cities PSEO

Fall Application Window: February 16th - April 15th, 2026

Application Steps:

1. Assemble supporting documents:
a. High School Transcript - found on Skyward under REPORT CARD/PORTFOLIO tab
b. 2026-27 PSEO MDE Notice of Student Registration Form

2. Request an Application (starting Feb. 16th) - will need 13 digit MARSS number from MDE form

3. You will receive an email with an application link
4. Use your application link to upload supporting documents
5. Watch for a confirmation email. Admission decisions will be sent by May 21st.

* U of M PSEO Information Sessions: February 18 and March 25 - register online through  website
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https://ccaps.umn.edu/post-secondary-enrollment-options-pseo
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I3YR4jaRtXKE0f23_eV0Dp1VYEop9XJB/view?usp=sharing


Hennepin Technical College PSEO

Application deadline: None posted, spring/summer, earlier the better

● Informational video on website
● Application steps:

○ Complete online application (StarID)
○ After application is received, an email will be sent to HTC email with link to the 2026-27 

MDE PSEO Registration Form. 
■ New process, where each party will be sent the form for signature in order of student, parent, high 

school.
○ Submit high school transcript - found in Skyward under REPORT CARD/PORTFOLIO tab

○ 2026-27 MDE PSEO Registration Form
○ Mandatory online orientation
○ Register for classes
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https://hennepintech.edu/future-students/admissions/pseo/post-secondary-enrollment-option-pseo.html
https://youtu.be/0p5yKYdEUPY
https://eservices.minnstate.edu/adm/public/studentWelcome?campusId=204&appType=underGrad&_gl=1*n6dlyh*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3NjE3NjIzMTguRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1Ja3RlR2g0VEtrQU1WWnk3VUFSMTV6enJNRUFBWUFTQUFFZ0w0a19EX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MTI4MTE3Mjg4OS4xNzY5Mzc2NjM3*_ga*OTU2MzA1Mzg2LjE2ODEyNDM2NDU.*_ga_9CE10N5EVL*czE3NjkzNzY2MzYkbzQ4JGcxJHQxNzY5Mzc2Njk1JGoxJGwwJGgw
https://hennepintech.edu/future-students/admissions/pseo.html#related-content


2026-27 MDE PSEO Notice of Student Registration 
Form
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➔ State issued form that is used by all PSEO institutions.

➔ 3-part agreement that gets completed each semester as a student 

registers for new PSEO classes.

➔ It is submitted to the state to identify that these classes are being paid 

for under the state PSEO funding formula - no cost to the student/family.

➔ This form is required as a part of all new PSEO applications.

➔ Editable versions of the form on each website
◆ Step 1: Student/Family complete section 1 

◆ Step 2: Communicate with high school counselor to complete section 2

◆ Step 3: Send to college through preferred method



2026-27 MDE PSEO 
NOSR Form
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Section 1: to be 

completed by 

student/family

Can leave this blank if new applicant

Name of the college



2026-27 MDE PSEO 
NOSR Form

14

Section 2: to be 

completed by 

high school 

official 



2026-27 MDE PSEO 
NOSR Form
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Section 3: leave 

blank, will be 

completed by 

college after 

official course 

registration



Other items to be considered:
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➔ PSEO students must  provide their high school counselor with a list of 

registered courses at the beginning of each college term and final 

grades/transcript at the end of each college grading term.

➔ PSEO students should work with their high school counselor regularly to make 

sure that graduation requirements are being met.  

➔ High school diplomas are held until WHS receives a PSEO transcript from the 

college to verify that all high school graduation requirements have been met.

➔ It is the student’s responsibility to stay informed about information and 

deadlines at the high school (school website, school email, other students, social 

media, etc.).  Check high school email and website.



Other items to be considered

➔ The post-secondary institution determines:
◆ Admission standards/deadlines
◆ Which PSEO courses can be taken
◆ Eligibility to continue 

➔ PSEO students/families must work with the post-secondary institution 
regarding academic progress and support options in PSEO classes. WHS has no 
jurisdiction over or access to that information.

➔ Students must attend PSEO courses according to the PSEO schedule, which 
means that they may attend PSEO classes even when WHS classes are not in 
session.

➔ Once admitted, PSEO students do not need to reapply each year within the 
same institution.
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Tasks to complete each semester

➔ All students must complete and submit a new PSEO Notice of Student 

Registration Form prior to registering for PSEO courses each grading period. 

➔ All students must submit a copy of their course registration/schedule to their 

HS counselor at the beginning of each semester.

➔ All students should submit a copy of their final PSEO grades to their HS 

counselor at the end of each grading period.

➔ All students must communicate (via email or meeting) with HS counselor to 

ensure that they are on track with completing high school graduation 

requirements.
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PSEO Stats

➔ 94 students taking PSEO 
courses 2024-25

➔ Grade breakdown
◆ Roughly 48% 12th grade
◆ Roughly 52% 11th grade

➔ Part-time vs. Full-time
◆ Roughly 77% part-time
◆ Roughly 23% full-time
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2024-25 School Year



PSEO Stats

➔ 170 PSEO classes taken in Fall 
2025

➔ Grade distribution
◆ A - 108
◆ B - 27
◆ C - 15
◆ D - 6
◆ F - 8
◆ NG - 7 (Withdrew or did not finish)
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2024-25 School Year



Additional 
Questions?

● Check with college: website or 

PSEO office

● Review the Minnesota 

Department of Education PSEO 

Reference Guide on their 

website
● Meet with high school 

counselor
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Be sure to ask!

https://education.mn.gov/mde/fam/dual/pseo/

