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Columbus and the Pilgrims

In this unit, students will learn about two important topics in the history of the United
States: the first voyage of Columbus and the voyage of the Pilgrims more than one hundred
years later.

What's the story?
Students will explore the voyages of Columbus and the Pilgrims. They will compare and
contrast both journeys.

What will my student learn?
Students will learn about key aspects of both voyages, such as how long the journeys
were and how Europeans interacted with Native Americans. In addition, the Read-Alouds
emphasize the motives that prompted both Columbus and the Pilgrims' voyages.

Students will describe and compare and contrast the voyages, creating detailed pictures
and writing short phrases and sentences to communicate their understanding. They will
also create travel journals, in which they will document Columbus and the Pilgrims'
journeys.

Conversation starters
Ask your student questions about the unit to promote discussion and continued learning:

1. Who were King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella?
Follow up: How did they help Christopher Columbus?

2. When Christopher Columbus and his crew were sailing, what were some of the
things they saw that made them think they were getting close to land?
Follow up: Where did they think they had landed? What were some of the
important events that happened once they reached land?

3. What are some of the things you learned about Columbus’s voyages?

4. Who were Separatists?
Follow up: What did they decide to do? Were they the same as or different from the
Pilgrims? How do you know?

5. Can you describe (or draw) what the Pilgrims’ journey on the Mayflower was like?
Follow up: How long were they on board the Mayflower? What dangers did they
face? Was it an enjoyable journey? Why or why not?

6. In what ways did the Pilgrims need the Wampanoag tribe in order to survive?


