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Welcome! As you get settled....

Please fill out your name tent
Front Back

Age of your scholar

School your scholar 
goes to

Your Scholars strength in 
reading

Their favorite book



Strategic Plan Connection



Overview of Learning 

Families will gain an understanding of why 
reading is challenging and understand the 
foundational blocks that make up early 
reading specifically related to Phonics. 
Families will become familiar with ways to 
support their scholar at home.



Agenda

ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.

• Introductions
• Why is reading hard​?
• Science of reading and how children learn to read ​
• Phonological Awareness, Phonics, Sight Words
• Ways for Families to support at home
• Resources 



Why is learning to read hard?

• Our brains are wired for Oral Language and Images (not letters and sounds)

• Written language has only been around for 12,000-15,000 years which is not 
enough time for our neural pathways to adapt.

• We use 4 different parts of our brains and need to create meaningful pathways 
that connect them.

• English is one of the most orthographically deep languages which means our 
spelling system is based on morphology (meaningful parts of words)as well as 
letter/speech sounds



Science of Reading 

Research makes it clear - different 
parts of the brain are activated 
when learning to read – 
Superhighway

Virtually all scholars can learn to 
read- with direct, aligned, 
research- based instruction 

This brain pathway to 
develop reading looks the 
same matter how many 

languages you speak



Reading Rope What makes 
up reading?



Ehri's Phases of Word Reading Development 

Preschool Elementary



Examples of various phases 



Ways to Support at Home
Phase Image Ways to Support at 

Home
Resources

Pre-Alphabetic Read Rhyming books
Talk with your child 

-Brown Bear Book
-Rhyming Puzzles

Partial- Alphabetic Practice letter sounds and 
phoneme articulation 

-Puzzles
-Alphabet
-Beginning sounds

Full alphabetic Combine and separate 
sounds.
CVC words -Pin,  hit,  hat,

-magnetic letters
-foam bath letters
-play dough

Consolidated 
alphabetic 

Point out parts within 
words

-the suffix S means more 
than one
-prefix, suffix
-root words 

Connect reading and 
writing at home



Classroom Application 

• K-2 Phonemeic Awareness- Heggerty 

• K- 3 Phonics/Decoding- Fundations 

• K- 5 Language Comprehension- Wonders

• Supplemental Resources Depending on Need



What order are letter sounds taught in?



K-3 Phonics- Classroom Application 
Fundations



Reading Rope What makes 
up reading?



HFW, Trick Words, Sight Words, Heart Words



Selecting Books for your Scholar

High-
Frequency 
Words

Repeated 
exposure

High-
Frequency

Repetition

Rhythm & 
rhyme

Memorization

Relies on 
picture cues

Predictable

Ranked (A-Z, 
Lexial)

Subjective 
criteria 

Often tied to a 
program

Leveled 
Text

Controlled for 
phonics

Alphabetic 
code based

No guesswork

Decodable 
Text



Interactive Games –
Google "UFLI Interactive Games"



Sight Word Game 



5 Ways to Support your K-2 Reader at Home

1. Talk about rhyming words

2. Practice letter sounds- Make it fun!  

3. Practice trick words/sight words- Create a list on the fridge!

4. Read Children's books aloud, point out rhyming works, talk about new and 
tricky vocabulary words, retell the story/facts learned

5. Talk and write about your daily life (together or independently)



Thank you!

Jenarae Bach
PK-5 ELA/SS Facilitator

Jbach@fwps.org 
Jbach@fwps.org

Questions, comments feel free to reach out-

mailto:Jbach@fwps.org
mailto:Jbach@fwps.org
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