


Assistive Technology

Tools That Help All Students Learn and 
Thrive



Introductions

We're glad 
you're here!

Cara Newlun, OTR/L, M.Ed.
Occupational Therapist/Assistive Technology 
Facilitator

Toddie Downs, MA, CCC-SLP
Speech Language Pathologist/Assistive 
Technology Facilitator



What is Assistive Technology?

Activity: What assistive technology do YOU use on a daily 
basis?



What is Assistive Technology?

Assistive technology (AT) is any product or service that helps a 
person function in their daily life!
• Use anywhere and everywhere: Glasses, hearing aids
• Use on the go: Canes, wheelchairs, elevators

In school, AT is any technology used to increase the functional 
capability of a student with a disability. (Quality Indicators for 
Assistive Technology p. 6)

AT is meant to remove existing barriers to access the 
curriculum. Some AT can benefit students without a disability 
as well!



Examples of Assistive Technology in Schools 
Include: 

Category Examples

Computer access Alternative keyboards, touchscreens, trackballs, eye gaze 
systems

Communication Speech generating devices, communication apps, core 
communication boards

Learning support 
software

Graphic organizers, text-to-speech and word prediction 
software

Mobility and 
positioning

Adaptive seating, desk modifications, wheelchair mounts

** There is also assistive technology for students with vision and hearing 
impairments, but they have their own departments, so we won’t address these in 
this presentation. 



Range of Assistive Technology

Low Tech

High Tech



How Does Assistive Tech Help Our Students with Disabilities?
AT is all about removing barriers and creating opportunities for students to perform to 
their potential. 

When Your Child Struggles
•Having trouble with reading, writing, math, or social studies
•Can't fully participate in clubs, sports, or school activities
•School team steps in to help

The Support Team
•Teachers, specialists, and YOU work together
•Everyone shares what they know about your child
•Team meets to create a plan

The Goal: Independence
•Help your child succeed on their own
•Give them tools to participate fully
•Build confidence and self-reliance



Benefits of AT in the Classroom for Every Student

• Inclusion and Equity: Allows all students to participate 
and succeed regardless of ability or background.

• Personalized Learning: Addresses individual  needs—
academic, physical, or emotional—for tailored 
instruction.

• Enhanced Engagement: Interactive tools make lessons 
more dynamic and accessible.

• Improved Learning Outcomes: Students demonstrate 
more confidence, improved skill acquisition, and 
academic independence.

• Teacher Support: Allows educators to design diverse 
teaching strategies for classrooms with students of all 
levels of ability.
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Discussion
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