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As the school year comes to a close, the Class of 2025 is preparing to say their final 

goodbyes. The result of twelve years of hard work, graduation symbolizes an important 

transition from child to adulthood. For current seniors, this transition will happen on May 

28 when they walk across the stage and receive their diplomas. 

For the Class of 2025, high school has served as a vital chapter for growth and 

self-improvement. With the majority of their middle school experience overshadowed by 

the pandemic, freshman year provided a much-needed opportunity for the now-seniors to 

reconnect with their peers. Many invaluable friendships have been formed here at 

Appleton East, so even though graduation marks the end of the four years they have spent 

together, it is hopefully just the beginning for many key connections between peers. 

Appleton East has provided an array of opportunities for the senior class to pursue 

their interests throughout high school, from classes to clubs to extracurriculars, which has 

contributed to the immense diversity present within the graduating class. With students 

from so many different backgrounds who are all passionate about unique topics, Appleton 

East is proud to present the Class of 2025 to the world. No matter what path is taken by 

each senior after graduation, they can rest assured knowing their time at Appleton East 

has provided them with a strong foundation to pursue their dreams. 

All Good Things...

- Lila Bornemann
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Ask for  help. If  you have an IEP you might  be signed up for  an academic lab, use that  t ime pr oduct ively. Don?t 
be afraid to speak your mind! For  t hos e who ar e i nt r ov er t ed:  Get  out  of  y our  c omf or t  z one 

and MAKE FRI ENDS.  L o c k in . Do t he w ork. Always t ur n wor k in on t ime. Just do it, don?t hesitate. 

Freshm an year m atters. Th in k  abo u t  i t  n o w ! Th in k  abo u t  i t  ear l y ! T a k e  w e l d i n g .  

R e i s  i s  t h e  m a n .  Become fr iends with your teacher. Make memories and try to be involved in at least one thing at 
school. Be yourself. T a k e  g r a d e s  s e r i o u s  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  t h r o u g h  

s e n io r  y e a r . Really take your time to enjoy the little things before you can't. Time r eal l y does  f l y. Join Youth 

Apprent iceship or  CTE. Put effort in. I t goes by fast so make the most of your  high school career ! Every year 

matters. Every class matters. Make good choices and do what makes you happy. Experience high  school  sociall y, 

not  just  academicall y. St op pr ocr ast i nat i ng.  I t  doesn?t  get  bet t er  i f  you put  i t  of f ,  

onl y wor se.  Start  applying to and f inding colleges early. (High School) Drama is unnecessary and a wast e of  

t ime and energy, know who you are and don?t  let  ot hers af f ect  you. I t?s okay to fall behind but don?t forget to catch up. These four 

years will go faster than you think!  At tend everything you are able to, make the most of  every event!  Pay at t ent i on 

t o your  gr ades.  Show up and do the work! You will regret it if you don't. Hang out with your friend group a lot . Let  
go of  pet t y drama and j ust  enj oy senior  year ! Try finding a good balance between school, fun, and work because it can be 
overwhelming with too much of one. L oad up  on  APs. Leave your mark by lifting others up, kindness and effort will always 

outlast popularity. Don?t vape and make sure to have discipline. Take culinary because it?s fire. Also do your 

homework, it's important. Live, laugh, love l ife. Don?t  st r ess about  schoolwor k. You?ll be done 

soon and  pur suing your  f ut ur e. D O N 'T  G I V E  U P !!!!! B E L I E V E  I N  

Y O U R S E L F !!!! M ake sure you take the classes you want  to take. Connect with people around you!. Just  

show up and do your  work in cl ass. Pass all your  classes as best  you can and save your self  the 
hear tache. Tr y mor e, do mor e, r egr et  l ess. Tr y t o be a bet t er  you ever yday and enj oy it  as much as 

possibl e. I f  y ou ar e s t r uggl i ng,  r eac h out  f or  hel p.  Fi nd a t r us t ed adul t  and 
s uppor t  y our s el f  wi t h peopl e who t r ul y  c ar e.  Mi s t a k e s  a r e  h o w y o u  l e a r n  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e !  Hi g h  s c h o o l  i s  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e  t o  ma k e  mi s t a k e s  
b e f o r e  t a k i n g  o n  a  b i g g e r  wo r l d .  Take all of the chances you can to get out and do things 

with your friends, but don't forget about assignments and procrastinate. Sometimes adversity is what we need to face in 

order to become successful. Follow your dreams and work hard for what you want. Fo llow  y ou r  dr eam s  an d w or k  

har d for  w ha t  y ou  w an t . Do enough hard classes and ext racur r icular  act ivit ies that  you feel  busy, but  not  so 

many that  you're constant ly st ressed. Don?t  do anyt hing st upid t hat  wil l  f ol l ow you af t er  high school . Take 

no tes, especia l l y in  science. Ta k e c l a sses  t ha t  i n t er es t  y o u. Go into everything with a positive 

attitude. Be respect f ul, not  j ust  to others but  also yourself . Go to class, I know it might be bor ing at times, 

but it?s better to pass and be able to enjoy your senior year than be forced to take all the classes you failed. 

Disc ip line and knowing your self- identity will m ake you stand out and be successful in anything  in 

life, not just school. Get  involved, you  m eet  so m any  new  people and m ake new  f r iends. Tr y  

new thi ngs and don?t be af r ai d to expl or e di f fer en t car eer  choi ces. P u t  y o u r s e lf  a n d  y o u r  

g r a d e s  b e f o r e  e v e r y t h in g  a n d  a n y o n e  e ls e .  Cherish those around you and don't take 

things for granted. Avoid procrastinating and do your homework as you?re getting it from teachers. Dr eam 
bi g.  I t  g e t s  s t r e s s f u l  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d , b u t  t r y  n o t  t o  f a l l  

b e h in d  a n d  y o u  s h o u l d  b e  g o o d . St ay  l o c k ed  in  an d  g et  yo u r  w o r k  d o n e. 

D o n ' t  g i v e  u p .  - Advice from the Class of 2025



For a while, there has been debate over the existence of a phenomenon that causes 
twelfth-graders to lack motivation: Senioritis. Some individuals have pointed out that it 
could simply be a cover-up for being lazy; however, a majority of public sources have 
decided that it does indeed exist. 

The term was coined to represent a lack of motivation as the soon-to-be graduates 
near graduation day. Abby Tincer, a Faculty Training and Development Facilitator at 
Southern New Hampshire University, offers an exemplary analogy: ?I would describe it as 
seeing the finish line and realizing you don?t necessarily have to work as hard anymore to 
reach it.? This lack of drive can have many negative impacts on students, primarily on their 
academic lives. Grades may slip, assignments get turned in late with less effort, 
procrastination takes over, and attendance rates decrease. All these effects can create a 
downward spiral in which a student may now struggle to graduate or, as CollegeBoard 
states, students can even have ?colleges rescind offers of admission, put students on 
academic probation, or alter financial aid packages.? This ?disease? can have quite a 
rampant effect if left unchecked, leading one to worry if it has taken hold of students at East 
and how future students can ?break free.? To determine the answer, this year 's graduating 
class was surveyed to find out if this ?plague? exists at East and if there are any possible 
cures. 

Of the one hundred and fifty-six responses that were received, one hundred and 
thirty-one students confirmed that senioritis is real, while twenty admitted that it could be a 
possibility. With only five of the respondents denying the existence of senioritis, the 
non-transmissible ?disease? clearly affects a large majority of the graduating class, a 
concerning revelation for the future Patriot seniors. Therefore, with such a largely affected 
population, a ?cure? would be extremely helpful in offsetting the negative impacts of the 
lack of motivation. So what did East seniors come up with? 

Several students noted that they do not believe there is a cure for senioritis: for 
example, Mya Enright said, ?That?s why I graduated early.? Some, like Harper 
Rinehart-Cobbs, advised, ?Just do your best to get through it.? However, other students 
offered ideas that they believed helped permanently and temporarily cure senioritis. 

A handful of seniors suggested that graduating was the only cure for senioritis. Aidan 
Haylett stated, ?There is no cure except for that, sadly.? It seems a logical conclusion that 
curing the lack of motivation comes from ending the cause of it to begin with, however, it 
seems a sad resolution that only pushing through to the end would be the only cure. It is 
here that we turn to the more temporary cures provided by other seniors. 

Food and caffeine, or as Sayash Lamichhan put it, ?ungodly doses of caffeine,? were 
commonly recommended cures. Specifically, Alivia Brick suggested ?Starbucks and Big 
Apple Bagels? to get through senior year. Others suggested getting a good night 's sleep as a 
way to combat senioritis. Owen Lysne reminded students to ?go to bed at a decent time.? 

Sen io r i t is: c u r abl e Disease?



-Grace Boe

Besides sleep and caffeine, some respondents recommended making the most of the 
opportunities and time you have, at least keeping busy enough to distract yourself from 
senioritis?s clutches. Kailey Strauch said, ?Make sure you do everything the school offers to 
make it go by faster.? Olivia George singled out ?doing fun things outside of high school.? 
Other seniors remind future graduates to spend time with friends and take the time to ?make 
those memories now and make them last,? as Anthony Lindenstruth put it. Therefore, a great 
way to combat senioritis is, as Ayden Ross said, ?Get busy. Work, hang out with friends, and go 
to any school events.?

Many other Patriot seniors provided great tips for getting through senioritis.

?Setting small goals and events to look forward to so you can get your mind off the fact that 
senior year is almost coming to an end.? Layla Schiesl

?Just get things done, then do what you want.? Aiden McClure

?Embrace the last moments of high school.? Lily Meulemans

?Find something you love, and enjoy it.? Cienna Flemal 

?Remember you still have to have a good GPA.? Liliana Monson

?Talk to teachers to make plans to help.? Regina Candlere

?Please consider your grades and education!! It?s never worth it to skip.? Simone Thao 

?Take classes you like; remember, it?s the last time you?ll be in high school.? Orlando Orozco

?Keep showing up, you?ll get through it.? Olivia Bartel 

?Don?t focus on how long you have until graduation. Stay locked in.? Andrew Shellabarger

?Find one thing that makes you want to go to school, a certain class or friends, any litt le thing.? 
Gabrielle Mueske

Hence, this year?s senior class largely recognized senioritis at East, offering remedies 
from sleep and caffeine, to graduation, to a busy schedule to make the final push through. 
Hopefully, their words of advice will serve to cure future Patriots with senioritis and many 
others too. 



Cr o s s r o a d s  
Reflection on Junior Year

Often described as the most challenging and transformative year in a high 
school student?s journey, junior year isn?t just another grade; it?s the year where 
everything begins to shift. It?s filled with moments of routine and preparing for 
what may come next. With pressure from grades, tests, and plans, students find 
themselves at a crossroad. Full of excitement. Full of stress. It?s the point of life 
where students figure out not only what they?re capable of, but also who they?re 
becoming. 

 The workload intensifies as many students are taking on AP classes, honors, 
or dual-enrollment courses. These classes challenge students not just 
academically, but mentally and emotionally. Junior year is also known as ?testing 
season.? The ACT is the biggest test all juniors take, and it dominates the 
academic calendar when it rolls around. To be fair, I remember buying the ACT 
book and working on it for weeks on end. It became the number one thing I did 
when I got home. I would spend an hour or two on that book, and when I look 
back, it was so draining. I also remember students asking teachers, ?What?s 
considered a good ACT score?? as if the answer was always going to be the same; 
in fact, it never was.

However, junior year isn?t only about 
academics. It?s also a time for self-discovery. It?s 
the time when students ask, "What comes next?" 
They begin to think about what may come after 
high school. College visits, career fairs, and some 
time spent researching majors or universities 
begin to take up time. College applications, 
resumes, and the importance of extracurricular 
involvement are introduced. It takes a bit of time, 
and I know many of us are still considering 
specific colleges, universities, or careers. The 
paths are endless when questioning what we 
want to do in the future, that?s not so far around 
the corner. Sometimes, being asked about what 
we want to be or what we plan to do after 
graduation will always be something most of us 
are tired of hearing. 



Junior year is also full of opportunities. Many students take leadership roles 
in clubs or sports. These roles come with responsibility, but it helps with 
confidence and teamwork, providing one with a sense of purpose. Others find a 
new passion or reconnect with old ones. Some students take on jobs or 
internships, gaining real-world experience and learning how to manage time 
outside of the classroom. I know that being part of clubs and activities, such as 
participating in theater or student council, taught me much more than a simple 
class can, things like self-management and organization. There?s a sense of 
independence and maturity as students begin to realize they?re capable of more 
than they once thought. It provides a period of personal growth and new 
beginnings. Ultimately, this helps shape who we become. It?s also probably one of 
the most important things that matter about high school life, as the pressure and 
focus on academics are only a few chapters that fill up our lives. Truly, it?s the 
things we learn from growth that will stick with us, and when most of us are older, 
there will be more important things to worry about.  

 But by the end of the year, students have a clearer vision of what their future 
may be like. Juniors learn from mistakes, discover strengths, and lay out the work 
for senior year. A test of endurance, maturity, and self-awareness. A year that 
pushes students to grow and challenges them to think ahead, hoping it helps 
shape the path they may take.

- Cynthia Vang





Here are some q uest ions to  th ink ab out  b efo re/ a fter  th is year  end s!

Academics:

1. What  were your  b iggest  acad emic successes th is year, and  what  
d id  you  learn  ab out  them?

2. What  was the most  cha lleng ing  acad emic sub ject  fo r  you , and  
how d id  you  overcome it?

3. How d o you feel ab out  your  g rad es and  acad emic p er fo rmance 
th is year?

4. What  wou ld  you  recommend  to  your  fellow freshmen ab out  
acad emics?

Personal:

1. What  is one way you surp r ised  yourself th is year?
2. Are there any new p assions and  hob b ies tha t  you  p icked  up  

a long the way th is year?
3. What  is one th ing  you  are p roud  o f accomp lish ing  th is year?
4. What  is the n icest  th ing  someone has d one fo r  you  th is year?

Future:

1. What  d o  you wish  to  accomp lish  in  your  jun io r  o r  sen io r  year?
2. What  a re some key th ings tha t  you?ve learned  th is year  tha t  will 

shap e your  fu tu re d ecisions?
3. What  a re th ings you  can d o  to  reach your  fu tu re job ?

What's up, Frosh & Sophomores!
Ref lections and Projections

- Yuna Lee



And cut! This concludes this school year's drama club season, which included 
productions of Les Misérables (School Edition) in the fall and Sense and Sensibility in the 
spring. These shows brought a great amount of hard work and dedication from the 
cast, crew, pit orchestra students, and the directors. 

Les Misérables, an all-singing musical, was an awesome challenge for our actors as 
there was music to learn and choreography to nail down, so they could perform it all 
to an amazing audience, which the Patriot Players are very grateful for. This musical 
gave not just a great opportunity for the actors, but also the crew as the set was built 
for not just looks but also sturdiness as some certain characters had to meet their end 
on the barricade. Additionally, this year the Drama Club opened up the opportunity 
for students to join the pit orchestra and play during the show, which was a great 
learning experience for  students. Patriot Players' spring play was Sense and Sensibility, a 
Jane Austen play that follows the story of the Dashwood sisters, Elinor and Marianne, 
who represent sense and sensibility. This play taught the actors the style and language 
of eighteenth-century England and worked through new acting techniques as the 
process continued. 

Of course, all good things must come to an end. The Patriot Players had to say 
farewell to the senior members as they took the final bow of their high school drama 
club careers. The seniors, Hannah DeCleene, Anthony Lindenstruth, Ransom Webster, 

Ace Wells, and Brynn Wilson mad 
memories that?ll last a lifetime whether they 
dedicated themselves to theater since 
freshman year or only senior year. 

Hannah DeCleene - ?I  joined theater to get 
involved in something. I  kept coming back 
because I  genuinely enjoy performing and 
found something I  can see myself 
continuing throughout my life. I  would say 
just try it out for theater, if you have the 
drive for it, but don't go into it with the 
mindset of just being there. You will have 
to give energy individually in order to not 
bring down the whole group.?

No More En cores

Patriot Players Class of 2025: David Brewer, 
Hannah DeCleene, Luci Huebner, Sadie 

Kraft, Anthony Lindenstruth, Parker Schefe, 
Kalayna Small, Ransom Webster, Ace Wells, 

Hannah Williamson &  Brynn Wilson.



Anthony Lindenstruth - ?Theater has taught me to be confident in my choices. 
Sometimes you try something silly and it doesn?t work out, but those mistakes are not 
something to be ashamed of. You don?t learn unless you try, and it?s never as 
embarrassing as you convince yourself it is. Drama Club opens a space for you to 
make those mistakes in a safe place without judgment. There is a space for every 
person in theater, and the community is a great one to be a part of. From building, 
costuming, sound, and lights, to acting, there are many opportunities to take advantage 
of and friends to make along the way.?

Ransom Webster - ?This year I  really grew closer with the directors and was able 
to see them as people. My favorite memory is probably having fun conversations with 
Katana, one of the costumers, while she was doing my hair. Every conversation I 've 
had with the cast and crew has been something that has shaped me into the person I  
am, and put a smile on my face. Sadly, theater isn't for everyone. But if you enjoy 
acting like someone else or doing impressions- even making up little characters that 
you do with your friends, I  would highly recommend it. I t's a ton of fun and you get 
to meet some of the kindest and most encouraging people at East.?

Ace Wells - ?When I  saw other people having fun on stage at the PAC, it made 
me want to join in. I  then learned that this school has a theater program, and I 've 
never joined something so fast. The community is so loving and caring. I f you are 
even considering it, please audition! The group is so welcoming and fun. No matter 
who you are, we would love to have you join us.?

Brynn Wilson - ?I 've learned how to keep my composure under highly stressful 
situations such as dramatic scene changes, intense building schedules, or overwhelming 
questions constantly being asked. Theater has helped me remain strong in the toughest 
situations! Think about that amount of time you can give up as it is a big commitment, 
and carefully review every aspect before your decision. What skills do you excel in and 
what do you enjoy? This might help you decide which part of theater you wish to be 
in!?

As the school year comes to a close, the members of the Patriot Players prepare 
for next year's productions! The 2025 fall musical is Footloose! We can?t wait to see the 
progress and the outcome next year, but let's give one last farewell to the seniors!

By  Cyn th ia Vang & Jo Bu ck



IT'S A THREEPEAt !

 T h is  is  t he t h ir d  yea r  in  a  ROW t ha t  t he Fo r ens ic s  t ea m ha s  wo n s t a t e 
in  t heir  d ivis io n , g iving  Ea s t  a  ?T HREEPEAT ?!  Sho u t  o u t  t o  I s a a c  
Mo s c ins ki a nd  t he d u o  o f  Aa r o n Wu lf  a nd  C o le Na vis  o n  t heir  inc r ed ib le 
s t a t e c ha mpio n win  in  t heir  c a t ego r ies . T he ent ir e t ea m t h is  yea r  ha s  
pu t  inc r ed ib le ef f o r t  a nd  ha r d  wo r k in t o  t heir  piec es , a nd  t ha t  is  ho w 
t he t ea m ea r ns  it s  s u c c es s . 

Mr . Pa u l Miller , Fo r ens ic s  hea d  c o a c h , d es c r ibed  wha t  t h is  t h ir d  win  mea ns  
t o  h im a nd  h is  pla ns  go ing  f o r wa r d  t o  next  yea r . ?I  c o u ld n 't  be mo r e 
pr o u d  o f  o u r  t ea m. We wo r ked  ha r d , met  a ll o f  o u r  go a ls , a nd  ha d  a  t o n  
o f  f u n  a lo ng  t he wa y.? Miller  expla ined , ?T he c o a c hes  who  r a n t h is  t ea m 
bef o r e me wer e wo r ld - c la s s .  I t  is  t o u gh  t o  d o  s o met h ing  t ha t  t hey 
d id n 't  a lr ea d y d o ...  a nd  we s t il l ha ven 't . T hey wo n t h r ee c ha mpio ns h ips  
f r o m 1992- 1994 .  Bu t  t hey never  wo n f o u r  in  a  r o w." Mr . Miller  ha s  b ig  pla ns  
f o r  next  yea r . "I  wa nt  t o  c o mplet e t he s weep f o r  t he c la s s  o f  20 26. Bu t  
we'll never  pu ll it  o f f  u n les s  we get  s o me new peo ple o n t he t ea m.  We 
need  s o me c ha r is ma t ic  f r es hmen a nd  s o pho mo r es  who  a r e u na f r a id  t o  
s ha r e t heir  vo ic es  a nd  be a  pa r t  o f  o u r  winn ing  t r a d it io n . I f  yo u  wa nt  
t o  be a  s t a t e c ha mp, we wo u ld  lo ve t o  ha ve yo u  j o in  u s .?

As  t he 20 24 - 20 25  s c ho o l yea r  c o nc lu d es , t he Ea s t  Fo r ens ic s  T ea m will 
s a y f a r ewell t o  t he s en io r s : Da vid  Br ewer , No la n C is ke, Ha nna h  DeC leene, 
C o le Na vis , K a la yna  Sma ll, Ra ns o m Webs t er , Ac e Wells , a nd  Aa r o n Wu lf . 

"I  ha ve ha d  t he g lo r io u s  o ppo r t u n it y t o  d epa r t  f r o m a  g r ea t  t ea m who  
ha s  t a ken s t a t e c ha mps  EL EVEN t imes ,"  s ha r ed  K a la yna  Sma ll. ?I  ha ve 
d o ne f o r ens ic s  f o r  s ix yea r s . . I t  is  s o  g r ea t  t o  s ee a ll t hes e s t u d ent s  
who  c o me in t o  t he a c t ivit y, ma ybe no t  kno wing  wha t  t hey wa nt  t o  d o , o r  
ma ybe wha t  c lu bs  t hey wa nt  t o  j o in  in  s c ho o l, a nd  t hen t hey j o in  
f o r ens ic s  a nd  f ind  o u t  it ?s  f o r  t hem! Fo r ens ic s  is  a  wo nd er f u l 
o ppo r t u n it y t o  be pa r t  o f , a nd  I  a m s o  g la d  I  go t  t he o ppo r t u n it y t o  
d o  s u c h  a  t h ing  f o r  s o  ma ny yea r s . I  lo ve t a lking  t o  t he peo ple f r o m 
d if f er ent  s c ho o ls  a nd  t o  peo ple o n my t ea m, g r o wing  a nd  lea r n ing , a nd  
meet ing  new peo ple a lo ng  t he wa y.? 

?Yo u  migh t  be t h inking  t o  yo u r s elf , well, a ll yo u  d o  is  t a lk t o  wa lls . Well, 
it ?s  mo r e t ha n t a lking  t o  wa lls , yea h  yo u  wa nt  t o  pr a c t ic e yo u r  piec e, 
bu t  t he r ea s o n yo u r  piec e is  bec a u s e yo u  c a r e a nd  yo u  wa nt  t o  be 
go o d ," Sma ll expla ins . I t  is  a ma z ing  t o  s ee s o  ma ny peo ple c a r e s o  d eeply 
a bo u t  a n  a c t ivit y t ha t  mea ns  s o  mu c h  t o  ever yo ne, a nd  I  j u s t  wa nt  t o  
t ha nk t he Applet o n Ea s t  Fo r ens ic s  t ea m f o r  a ll t hey?ve d o ne f o r  me o ver  
t he yea r s , a nd  I  c o u ld  no t  be mo r e g r a t ef u l t o  be pa r t  o f  s u c h  a n 
a ma z ing  a c t ivit y.?

T hr o u gho u t  t he s ea s o n, t he f o r ens ic s  t ea m ha s  g r o wn s t r o nger  a nd  
pr epa r a t io n  f o r  next  yea r  ha s  j u s t  go t t en  s t a r t ed . T he t ea m pu t s  
t heir  hea r t  a nd  s o u l in t o  t h is  a c t ivit y a nd  it  is  inc r ed ib ly r ewa r d ing  a nd  
mo t iva t ing  t o  s ee a  g r o u p o f  s t u d ent s  a nd  c o a c hes  s o  d ed ic a t ed  t o  
t heir  pa s s io n . We c a n?t  wa it  t o  s ee wha t  next  yea r  b r ings !

Applet o n Ea s t  Fo r ens ic s
St a t e C ha mpio ns  AGAI N! 

- Jo  Buck



Pat r io t  Pa st a  Pa r t y
As the year came to a close, East celebrated one final ?adieu? to the students and staff 

who help East - the 6th Annual Patriot Pasta Party! The event on May 7, sponsored by 

Patriot alumni, brought better connections and community awareness with the people 

who make East great. Families and friends were invited to this 5:00-7:00 p.m. celebration 

in the commons, where all-you-can-eat spaghetti with meat or mushroom sauce, chicken 

cacciatore, Italian sausage, salad, garlic bread, and dessert were served. This was only 

$14 (ages 11 and up) or $5 (ages 4-10) - and a huge hit with Appleton East?s food lovers. 

Chef Dave Erickson, beloved retired Appleton East Social Studies teacher, created an 

?amazing dining experience? from his prior experience of owning a restaurant, directing 

the preparation and cuisine for this event. All proceeds -- $1,600! -- went to the Patriots 

Pay It Forward Program. During the Patriot Pasta Party, this year?s grant recipients were 

announced: Mr. VanSickle and Ms. Rice. Staff, students, and families are already looking 

forward to next year 's Patriot Pasta Party. - Ella Ranes



PAT R I OT S PAY  I T  FORWA R D 
PRESENTS FRANK ALMOND

 Best known as the longtime concertmaster of the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, 
Frank Almond has impressed audiences around the world with his passionate 
performances. However, what truly sets him apart is his connection to one of the 
most well-known instruments in classical music: the Lipi?ski Stradivarius.

Crafted in 1715 by Antonio Stradivari, the Lipi?ski violin has passed through the 
hands of famous musicians, becoming an icon in its own right. Mr. Almond played 
this legendary instrument for many years, treating it not just as a tool but as a piece 
of living history. In 2014, the violin was stolen in a dramatic armed robbery that 
shocked the classical music world. Fortunately, it was recovered soon after, and Mr. 
Almond continued to share its voice with the world.

Thanks to a grant from the Patriots Pay It Forward Program, an initiative that 
supports unique and non-standard classroom experiences, the Appleton East 
Orchestra had the incredible opportunity to spend a day learning from Mr. Almond. 
His visit helped students prepare for their May concert and left a lasting impact on 
many of them.

?It was such a cool experience,? said Katie Doell. ?I learned so much that day and 
would love to do something like this again.? 



Many students appreciated how 
approachable and down to earth Mr. 
Almond was. ?Very personable,? one 
student said. 

Others praised his sense of humor and 
ability to connect with students. ?Very 
kind and great at selfies,? another added. 
?Such a fun and talented guy. He was 
very helpful teaching us new playing 
skills and also told us the best stories!!? 
said Jo Buck. 

Evan Marks remarked, ?Incredibly fun guy. I could feel my skills improving while 
working with Frank.? Another student summed it up simply: ?Great experience! 
Super cool stories? nice to hear about his experience and how he got started.?

Mr. Almond?s impact extended beyond music technique. Mr. Heckner, the orchestra 
teacher at Appleton East, noted that one of the most meaningful parts of the day 
was hearing Mr. Almond speak about his personal journey with music. He shared 
how he once took a break from playing the violin before rediscovering his love for it 
and returning to the instrument. ?It was nice to hear that you can put a pause on 
something you enjoy and come back to it later,? Mr. Heckner said. ?It speaks to the 
fact that no one?s journey through life is a straight line? even a high-level 
professional.?

Mr. Heckner?s biggest takeaway was the importance of keeping music as a lifelong 
joy. ?That sounds really basic, but Mr. Almond talked about how he stopped playing 
for a while, then realized it was what he enjoyed doing, and was able to come back 
and have music in his life again. Students hopefully can appreciate that they are 
building a lifelong skill? something they can enjoy even after they are done with 
music as a school activity.?

Frank Almond?s visit was more than just a 
workshop, and it was a reminder of the 
power of music, the value of persistence, 
and the importance of staying connected 
to what we love. His presence at Appleton 
East left students not only more skilled, 
but more inspired.

- Cynthia Vang



The Courier, Appleton East's student newspaper, is written, edited, 
and distributed by Patriot students and staf f . *Good luck, seniors!
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