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James Farnen, Class of 2027 
Micah Lawrence, Class of 2028 
Patrick Micinilio, Class of 2029 
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Board of Education 
Lee Goldstein, Chair 

Dorie Hordon, Vice Chair 
Neil Phillips, Secretary 
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Dear New Students and Families, 
 
Welcome to Staples High School! Whether you recently moved to town or have long lived in Westport 
and attended private school, we are excited to have you join our community. We understand that you 
may be unsure about what’s ahead. That’s ok; please trust us that it will indeed work out. Each year, we 
have many new students who transition smoothly, and we are committed to helping you do so as well.  
 
As you may know, Staples is a comprehensive public high school with 1,600 students in grades 9-12. 
We offer a broad and deep curriculum across not only the core subject areas, but diverse and enriching 
courses in Art, Music, Theater, Culinary Arts, Media, and Technology Education. We are blessed to have 
talented, dedicated teachers who enthusiastically help each student learn and grow throughout their time 
at Staples. Beyond the classroom, our students are actively involved in competitive athletics, vibrant 
programs in the arts, and over 100 extracurricular organizations. We encourage you to explore and learn 
more about these offerings and programs through our Program of Studies and the Staples website. 
 
While Staples has a large student body, we strive to provide a positive, inclusive school environment. 
We build a team around each student, starting with four assistant principals who oversee a single grade 
level: James Farnen (Class of 2027), Micah Lawrence (Class of 2028), Patrick Micinilio (Class of 2029), 
Christine Cincotta (Class of 2030) in addition to an assistant principal who oversees special education, 
Rosemarie Ampha. Students have one school counselor throughout their time at Staples, a person who 
often becomes their “go-to” and provides support around academics, social and emotional well-being, 
and the post-high school planning process. Finally, each student is part of a Connections advisory group. 
Connections serves as an intentional time to: communicate school-related information, foster meaningful 
connections between students and staff, and create a safe environment where students feel comfortable 
to hold open discussions throughout their Staples career. 
 
As educators, we are committed to seeing students thrive academically and set themselves on a course 
for success beyond Staples. Rigorous and engaging academics is just part of what we’re about, however. 
To us, a meaningful high school experience is a balanced one that includes taking part in productive 
activities outside of the classroom, acting ethically and responsibly, fostering positive relationships, 
maintaining emotional well-being, and developing important life skills, mindsets, and behaviors. We 
also embrace the idea that one student’s path to fulfillment may look entirely different from another’s. 
 
If you have not already done so, make sure to complete the online registration process through the 
Westport Public Schools district website. At the end of this packet are several additional high school 
forms that you are required to complete and submit to the School Counseling Department, along with 
residency documentation and previous school records. Once all necessary paperwork has been 
submitted, we will schedule an individual appointment for your family with a school counselor to 
complete the enrollment process. We look forward to meeting you and wish you the absolute best in 
your transition to Staples. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Stafford W. Thomas, Jr.​ William Plunkett 
Principal​ ​ ​ Director of School Counseling 
 

The Staples High School community inspires learning, fosters integrity, and nurtures empathy. 

https://sites.google.com/westportps.org/shs-program-of-studies/home
https://shs.westportps.org/
https://www.westportps.org/parents/student-registration


About this Guide 
 
The first half of this packet is intended to support students and families who are new to the Westport 
Public Schools and Staples High School. More detailed information can be found on the district and 
Staples websites, in particular the Staples High School Program of Studies, Westport Public Schools 
Parent/Guardian Handbook, and Staples High School Student Handbook. We hope you find the 
information here helpful as you make your transition and learn more about the Staples community. 
Immediately following, there is a series of forms required in order to register at Staples. 
 

People to Know 
 
Administration and Main Office 
 
Stafford W. Thomas, Jr., Principal​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1201 
James Farnen, Assistant Principal (Class of 2027)​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-5190 
Micah Lawrence, Assistant Principal (Class of 2028)​ ​ ​ 203-341-1280 
Patrick Micinilio, Assistant Principal (Class of 2029)​ ​ ​ 203-341-1280 
Christine Cincotta, Assistant Principal (Class of 2030)​ ​ ​ 203-341-5190 
Rosemarie Ampha, Assistant Principal for Special Education​ ​ 203-341-1240 
 
Jenifer Morse, Principal’s Office Administrative Assistant​ ​ ​ 203-341-1201 
Maryann Garcia, Assistant Principals’ Office Administrative Assistant​ 203-341-1280 
Jessica Lennon, Assistant Principals’ Office Administrative Assistant​ 203-341-5190 
Dee Hychko, Front Desk and Attendance Administrative Assistant​ ​ 203-341-1281 
Lauren Halpin, Special Education Administrative Assistant​​ ​ 203-341-1240 
 
Jack McFarland, Grade Level Assistant (Class of 2027)​ ​ ​ 203-341-1286 
Jake Sullivan, Grade Level Assistant (Class of 2028)​ ​ ​ 203-341-1489 
Tracy Guglieri, Grade Level Assistant (Class of 2029)​ ​ ​ 203-341-1459 
Jesse McCray, Grade Level Assistant (Class of 2030)​ ​ ​ 203-341-1488 
(student attendance questions and issues) 
 
Parent Technology Help Desk​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1214 
 
Department Coordinators 
 
John DeLuca, Science​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1373 
Jessica DiBuono, English​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1349 
James Farnen, Media and Theater​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-5190 
Lauren Francese, Social Studies​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1399 
Micah Lawrence, Academic Support​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1280 
Patrick Micinilio, Culinary Arts and Technology Education​​ ​ 203-341-1280 
Stefan Porco, Math​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1471 
Christine Wanner, Health and Physical Education​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-2429 
Maria Zachery, World Languages​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-5131 
Stephen Zimmerman, Music and Visual Arts​​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1308 

https://www.westportps.org/
https://shs.westportps.org/


 
School Counseling Department 
 
William Plunkett, Director of School Counseling​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1225 
Cristina Banks, School Counselor​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-5133 
Thomas Brown, School Counselor​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1229 
Victoria Capozzi, School Counselor​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-5198 
Roy Colson, School Counselor       ​                                      ​ ​ 203-341-1232 
Kimbery Curran, School Counselor                                        ​ ​ 203-341-1233 
Katie Koshes, School Counselor​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1238 
Sarah Magilnick, School Counselor​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1228 
Deborah Slocum, School Counselor​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1234 
Mattie Sokoloski, School Counselor​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1434 
PJ Washenko, School Counselor​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1431 
 
Sandra Zeigler, College and Career Center Coordinator​ ​ ​ 203-341-1886 
 
Monica McCabe, School Counseling Administrative Assistant​ ​ 203-341-1225 
Susan Fugitt, Registrar​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1224 
Katherine Napolitano, School Counseling Paraeducator​ ​ ​ 203-341-1236 
 
Health Office 
 
Patti Falvey, School Nurse​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1231 
Anna Fitzpatrick, School Nurse​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1230 
Kris McGrath, School Nurse​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1289 
Amanda Celicourt, Health Assistant​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-2412 
 
Athletic Department 
 
VJ Sarullo, Athletic Director​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 203-341-1263 
Michelle Garrity, Athletic Department Administrative Assistant​ ​ 203-341-1260 
 
Staff email addresses are first initial and last name followed by @westportps.org. Visit the Staples 
website to access the complete staff directory.  
 

Academic Planning 
 
Once required registration paperwork is completed, new students and their families will have an 
individual appointment set with a Staples school counselor. The school counselor will review the 
student’s previous courses, grades, and test scores, determine credit earned if applicable, and advise the 
student with an appropriate course of study for the coming school year. 
 
Prior to meeting with the school counselor, new students and families are asked to review our Program 
of Studies to better understand the course sequencing, programming options available, and graduation 
requirements. For more information, visit the WPS district website and access the Curriculum at a 

http://shs.westportps.org/general/staff-directory
https://shs.westportps.org/teaching-and-learning/program-of-studies
https://shs.westportps.org/teaching-and-learning/program-of-studies
https://sites.google.com/westportps.org/curriculum-guide/home


Glance documents, which include course goals and objectives, core concepts, and units of study for all 
Staples course offerings. 
 
Students entering grades 10-12 may choose to draft a four-year plan in order to initially map out 
immediate and future courses. Depending on the academic course, there may be a choice of up to five 
distinct levels for academic courses at Staples: AP, Honors, A, B, and C. Be prepared to discuss level 
choices during the registration appointment as well as to select primary and alternate electives. Specific 
questions related to a particular content area and placement may be directed to the relevant department 
coordinator (see contact information listed earlier in this packet and included in the document linked 
here).  
 
Included in this packet is the Staples High School Profile used for reference for college admission 
representatives and others who may review Staples transcripts.  
 

Grading and Credit for Transfer Students 
 
Transfer credit is reviewed by a school counselor and/or director of school counseling at the time of 
registration and applied in accordance with Staples graduation requirements. 
 
Students who have attended another high school and transferred to Staples will have the courses taken at 
the other high school(s) listed on the Staples transcript under the heading of the previous school’s name. 
The name of each course from the previous high school(s) will be listed on the Staples transcript along 
with “Transfer” (e.g., “Transfer English 9” or “Transfer Algebra 2”). A pass/fail grade will be listed for 
each course from the previous school as well as the credit earned; course letter grades from the previous 
school(s) are not listed on the Staples transcript nor included in the Staples GPAs. Transfer transcripts, 
including the final letter grades from the previous school(s), are attached to the Staples transcript as 
separate documents. ​​Courses taken in middle school will not be given transfer credit or listed on the 
student’s Staples transcript. 
 
Students who transfer to Staples during the school year will be awarded credit and have the appropriate 
credit listed on the Staples transcript according to their time enrolled at Staples in each course as 
follows:  
 
For a full-year course:  
 

●​ Student enters during first quarter* = 1.0 credit 
●​ Student enters at the start of or during second quarter* = .75 credit 
●​ Student enters at the start of or during third quarter* = .5 credit 
●​ Student enters at the start of fourth quarter = .25 credit 

 
*When a student transfers to Staples and into a class in which they were not enrolled at their previous 
school, they must be enrolled in the Staples class for at least six weeks of a term in order to receive 
credit for that term.  
 
For a one-semester course: 
 

●​ Student enters at the start of second or fourth quarter = .25 credit 

https://sites.google.com/westportps.org/curriculum-guide/home
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14mE6xgX6hoPQRIZJwcTryJ49kQ4mTB6Ge_LPvyLszaM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-LU8wUbVGaRLrVmIw4ClfEYZypLK1ZzabGZLdRsLNW4/edit


 
When a student transfers to Staples during a term and the student is placed in a corresponding class, the 
student’s grade-in-progress for that class from the sending school will be given to the receiving Staples 
teacher. That grade will be factored in with the student’s work in his or her class at Staples. If there is 
not enough time or assessments to determine a quarter, semester, or final letter grade, then the grade 
shall be entered as Pass or Fail. In order to be eligible to receive credit for a given term, the student may 
be required to make up missed work from earlier in the term at the discretion of the teacher.  
 

Technology and School Accounts 
 
Staples Website: shs.westportps.org 

Information regarding academics, student life, calendars, and programs, the student handbook, and 
program of studies can all be found here. There are also links to the PowerSchool Portal and Schoology.  

Student Email and Online Account Set-Up 

All students are issued a school email address and expected to check this email regularly. Email address 
domains are @students.westportps.org. Students’ first network login must occur on a school computer. 
Your username and temporary password are: 
 

Username: First initial of first name + first initial of last name + Student ID # (ex. js12345) 
Password: shs 

 
You will then be prompted to change your password. Your password must be a minimum of 8 
alphanumeric including 1 capital letter and 1 special character (!@#$*). If you need to reset your 
password, see one of the support staff in the library.   
  
Parent Email and Online Account Set-Up 
 
To set up your password, go to the Parent Password Manager and enter your USERNAME 
(firstname.lastname) and REGISTERED EMAIL. You will then be sent an email with a link to set up 
your password. 
 

USERNAME:   
REGISTERED EMAIL:   

 
If you have trouble, check that you have placed a period between your first and last names when 
entering your username.  
 
To access PowerSchool or Schoology, go to the Staples website, click the PS Home Access or 
Schoology link in the top bar, and enter your USERNAME and PASSWORD.  
 
Instructions for using PowerSchool are on the WPS website. For additional support, visit our Parent 
Tech Help page or contact the Parent Help Desk at parenthelpdesk@westportps.org or 203-341-1214. 
 
 
 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Vs0txCL1yZeIw084lGsS6w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRi89__P0Q4aHR0cHM6Ly9wcHdyc3Qud2VzdHBvcnRwcy5vcmcvaW5kZXgucGhwP2FjdGlvbj1zZW5kdG9rZW5XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmERf6wSYS-jgNNSFmdlZ2dsZXJAd2VzdHBvcnRwcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~
https://shs.westportps.org/
https://shs.westportps.org/fs/resource-manager/view/dff61405-36fb-475b-bd86-999592c78306
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/C3UbRHancdx76ffLwp74IQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRi89__P0QzaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2VzdHBvcnRwcy5vcmcvcGFyZW50cy9wYXJlbnQtdGVjaC1oZWxwVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphEX-sEmEvo4DTUhZnZWdnbGVyQHdlc3Rwb3J0cHMub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/C3UbRHancdx76ffLwp74IQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRi89__P0QzaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2VzdHBvcnRwcy5vcmcvcGFyZW50cy9wYXJlbnQtdGVjaC1oZWxwVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphEX-sEmEvo4DTUhZnZWdnbGVyQHdlc3Rwb3J0cHMub3JnWAQAAAAB
mailto:parenthelpdesk@westportps.org


PowerSchool Student/Parent Portal  
 
You will find student attendance, registration information, class schedules, graded classwork and current 
averages, and report cards within PowerSchool. Parents/guardians can update their email address and 
phone number under ‘Registration’ as well as change their password under ‘Home > School Links > 
Change Password.’ Instructions for using PowerSchool are on the WPS website. Once the student has 
registered, parents/guardians will receive instructions about how to first access the parent portal. 
 
Schoology 
 
Students and parents/guardians will find homework assignments, course information and syllabi, course 
announcements, and other documents and resources here. Once the student has registered, 
parents/guardians will receive instructions about how to first access Schoology. 
 
StudentSquare and ParentSquare 
 
StudentSquare and ParentSquare are our primary platforms for sharing important school updates, alerts, 
PTA newsletters, events, and reminders. 
 
Scoir 
 
Scoir is a web-based program for college and career planning for students and families. The School 
Counseling Department will provide access information directly to new students and families.  
 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) 
 
All students are expected to bring a personal computing device to school every day. Students can choose 
from a multitude of devices, provided the device meets minimum specifications. No software purchases 
will be required. Students will be required to install the free Chrome web browser, which provides the 
best user experience for using Google Apps. Links to free antivirus software and suggested Chrome 
plug-ins can be found on the district BYOD FAQ page. Student-to-student software-related technical 
support is available in the Staples Library Media Center. More information regarding BYOD can be 
found here. 
 
Cell Phone and Personal Electronic Device Policy 
 
Upon entering Staples High School each day, students are required to store their personal electronic 
devices - including cell phones, wireless headphones/earbuds, and wearable technology - in their 
school-issued locker. All items must be powered off. Devices must be stored in lockers for the duration 
of the school day and can be retrieved at dismissal. The Code of Conduct includes consequences if 
students are found using personal electronic devices during the school day. 
 
Students are permitted to use laptops; however, use in the classroom is allowed only with explicit 
permission from the teacher for instructional purposes. At no time is it appropriate during instructional 
time to use laptops, including BYOD laptops and tablets, for non-academic activities such as messaging, 
social media, or gaming. 

 

https://shs.westportps.org/parents/parent-tech-help
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ffq6iWz0qWDBYDsIpiaRif2zh9ygqrrdDCWtWRoBn1s/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dTj6VZGqAs1ooUiUeoxqX2ZxBAMIDRLaTvj5ofwybQk/edit?tab=t.0
https://shs.westportps.org/departments/counseling/post-high-school-planning/scoir
http://byod.westportps.org/faqs
http://byod.westportps.org/home


Schedule and Calendar 
 
Schedule 

●​ The school day is 8:00 a.m. - 2:45 p.m Monday - Friday. 
●​ The school year consists of four, nine-week quarters (or marking periods). There are two 

semesters in the school year, each consisting of two quarters and one week of exams. Report 
cards are issued at the end of each quarter. 

●​ Students may enroll in up to eight classes per semester, one class in each period 1-8. Ninth grade 
students are required to take at least seven credits per school year; tenth through twelfth grade 
students are required to take at least six credits per school year. Students may choose to take a 
“free period” in their schedule. 

●​ Staples operates on a four-day rotating schedule with days designated by the letters A-D. Six out 
of the eight periods meet each day. Two periods drop each day. Most classes meet three days out 
of the four-day rotation. Class periods are 50 minutes or extended to 80 minutes (45 or 75 
minutes on Connections days). 

●​ All students are assigned to a Connections group. Connections typically meets once or twice per 
week for twenty minutes, between the second and third periods of the day. 
 

Attendance 
 

●​ It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to use the Parent Attendance Portal on PowerSchool 
to report any absences.  

o​ Log onto PowerSchool. 
o​ Select which student’s attendance you want to report on the top of the screen.  
o​ Click Attendance Monitor on the bottom left. 
o​ Click Report New Attendance towards the upper middle of the screen.  

●​ Make sure to review the Staples attendance policy in the Student Handbook online to avoid any 
potential issues or disciplinary consequences. 

●​ Parent/guardian notes or phone calls to excuse an absence must be received no later than 48 
hours following the student’s return to school or the student’s absence will be unexcused.  

●​ Early dismissal/late arrival notes should be given to the attendance administrative assistant at the 
front desk and include the student’s first and last name, date, time of arrival/dismissal, reason, 
and parent/guardian signature. Students must sign in/out through the front desk. 

●​ Direct attendance questions to the grade level assistant: Jack McFarland (Class of 2027), Jake 
Sullivan (Class of 2028), Tracy Guglieri (Class of 2029), Jesse McCray (Class of 2030). 
 

Lunch 
 

●​ Within the third block of the school day, there are three lunch waves of approximately 30 
minutes each. Which lunch students take is determined by the subject area of the class they are in 
that period. A lunch rotation calendar will be released at the start of the school year, and teachers 
will communicate to students which lunch wave to take.  

●​ Staples has excellent food and many options for students to choose from. Additional information 
regarding Food Services can be found on the Food Services website. 

http://shs.westportps.org/students/student-handbook
https://www.westportps.org/departments/food-services


●​ Students can pay for food and drinks in the cafeteria with cash or by using their student ID 
number to withdraw money from MySchoolBucks. Parents/guardians can fund a student’s 
account by (1) cash or check made out to “Westport School Lunch Program” that can be given to 
a cafeteria cashier or (2) online payment. For the first week you are in school while your account 
is being set up, students may wish to pay cash or bring lunch. 

●​ Students may qualify for free or reduced-price meals. The application and eligibility guidelines 
can be found in this packet. For more information, visit the Food Services website. 
 

Transportation 
 

●​ Bus routes and schedules are posted on PowerSchool under Transportation and the district 
transportation website. Parents/guardians may drop off their child on the south side of the school 
following the parent drop-off traffic loop. Seniors can apply for a permit to park on campus.  

 

Highlighted School Resources  
​
School Counseling Department Services 
 

●​ Each student has a school counselor who remains with them throughout their time at Staples. 
Counselors support students across academic, college/career, and personal/social domains.  

●​ Particularly through the transition to Staples, a student’s school counselor is often the first point 
of contact with questions or concerns. Students, we encourage you to reach out if you are 
struggling academically or socially or for parents/guardians to do so on behalf of their child. 

●​ The School Counseling Department will arrange for new students who start during the school 
year to receive a tour and host during their first few days at Staples. New students who would 
benefit from an ongoing connection with a current student should contact their school counselor.  

●​ The School Counseling Department delivers a comprehensive, developmentally appropriate 
curriculum through individual meetings, workshops, classroom lessons, presentations, and 
coordination with staff, families, and outside agencies. Programs for parents/guardians are 
offered at each grade level. Our website has presentation information, timelines, and resources 
related to academics and scheduling, post-high school planning, and social-emotional well-being. 

 
Staples Library Media Center 

●​ The Library Media Center has a range of spaces available including comfortable seating areas, 
tables, individual study carrels, a silent study area, and the Maker Space. 

●​ The Library is open before, during, and after school. During school hours, students may access 
the space during their free period or lunch.   

●​ The Library sponsors regular events and programs and serves as a valuable resource for students 
doing academic research or seeking to independently explore areas of interest. 

 
Extra Help, Conferencing With Teachers, and Support Services 
 

●​ Staples teachers regularly conference with their students, often during a mutual free period. 
Teachers may be available to meet before or after school or during a lunch wave. 

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain?requestAction=home
https://www.westportps.org/departments/food-services
https://www.westportps.org/parents/transportation-safety
https://www.westportps.org/parents/transportation-safety
https://shs.westportps.org/departments/counseling/calendar-and-important-resources
https://shs.westportps.org/departments/counseling/scheduling
https://shs.westportps.org/departments/counseling/post-high-school-planning
https://sites.google.com/westportps.org/counselingbulletinboard/home
https://sites.google.com/westportps.org/stapleslibrary/home


●​ While we seek to foster students’ independence and self-advocacy skills through meeting with 
their teachers, it may be appropriate for a parent/guardian to reach out to teachers with questions 
or concerns, particularly parents of younger students and as your child gets acclimated at Staples. 

●​ Staples has a Math/Science Learning Center in room 2040 and Writing Center in 2036 where 
students can get extra help in some subject areas from Staples teachers who are on duty every 
period of the school day. 

●​ Academic Support courses are available to students for help with planning, organization, and 
study skills. Students and parents/guardians should speak with their school counselor if needed. 

●​ In addition to school counselors, Staples has school psychologists and school social workers 
available to support students around a variety of social-emotional and academic issues. We have 
two outreach counselors through our partnerships with community agencies, including a 
TeenTalk counselor through Kids in Crisis and alcohol and drug counselor through Liberation 
Programs, and a school resource officer through the Westport Police Department.  

●​ Students who are having academic difficulties may be referred to the Response to Intervention 
(RTI) team in order to discuss further plans for support and monitoring progress.  

●​ If your child received accommodations through a Section 504 plan, special education services 
through an IEP, or they were identified as an ESL/EL/ELL student at their previous school, 
please notify the School Counseling Department and ensure that their records are shared. 

 
Connections and Link Crew 
 

●​ All Staples students grades 9-12 are assigned to a Connections advisory group. 
●​ Connections serves as an intentional time to: communicate school-related information, foster 

meaningful connections between students and staff members, and create a safe environment 
where students feel comfortable to hold open discussions throughout their Staples career. 

●​ Approximately 12-15 students are in each Connections group with one or two faculty members. 
●​ Connections groups are assigned by grade level and school counselor. Students stay with the 

same Connections group and staff member throughout their time at Staples.    
●​ Link Crew is a peer mentor program where juniors and seniors reach out to welcome, get to 

know, and support ninth graders during orientation and throughout Connections freshman year. 
 

Extracurricular Opportunities 
 

●​ Staples has a strong athletics program. Some teams with high interest and limited space have 
tryouts and cuts, while some teams are open to all students. More information including the 
online registration process can be found on the Athletics website. Go Wreckers! 

●​ Staples Players is our theater group that runs numerous productions. Visit the Staples Players 
website for more information. Many students are involved in music and visual arts at various 
levels. Staples has its own radio station (WWPT 90.3) and weekly news show called 
WreckerVision. 

●​ Inklings is the student newspaper, which can be a great way for new students to get involved and 
for new students and families to learn more about the life of the school. 

●​ There are a range of clubs and activities that we encourage new students to join. Each fall, there 
is an Involvement Fair. You can view the list of clubs and descriptions on the SHS website.   

●​ The Staples College & Career Center can assist students seeking a job or service opportunity. 
 

https://www.kidsincrisis.org/
http://liberationprograms.org/
http://liberationprograms.org/
https://shs.westportps.org/athletics
http://www.staplesplayers.com/
http://www.staplesplayers.com/
http://www.wwptfm.org/
https://www.inklingsnews.com/
https://shs.westportps.org/students/clubs-and-activities
https://shs.westportps.org/departments/counseling/college-and-career-center


PTA 
 
The PTA is a partnership between parents and educators working to enhance student learning and enrich 
the lives of our students. Every family is encouraged to join the PTA in order to share concerns and 
suggestions and find out information about what is happening at the school. PTA membership provides 
funding for events, programs, and Wrecker Mini-Grants and also allows parents access to the online 
directory. There is a group dedicated to new families for whom informational and social gatherings 
occur on a regular basis. Information can be found on the PTA website and in the brochure later in this 
packet. Note: Staples shares the names and contact information for new students and families with the 
PTA upon registration. If you would prefer us not to, please contact the School Counseling Department. 
 

Community Resources 
 
The Westport Department of Human Services assists children and families in a variety of ways. Visit 
their website or see their brochure later in this packet for more information.  

https://shs.westportps.org/parents/about-shs-ptaaboutshs-pta/about-shs-pta
http://www.westportct.gov/index.aspx?page=85


Staples High School Required Registration Documentation 
 
All of the following documents are required before your registration appointment with a school 
counselor. Return all completed forms and residency documentation to the School Counseling 
Department office. Please provide the Release to Obtain Prior School Student Records as soon as 
possible to allow time for records to be requested and sent from the previous school. If any of the 
following documents are not provided, you will be unable to register your child at Staples. 
 

□ Online registration completed through district website 
 
□ Westport Public Schools Release to Obtain Prior School Student Records 
 
□ New Enrollee Verification of Residence 
 
□ Health Forms 

●​ State of Connecticut Health Assessment Record 
●​ Health Office Notice of Student Admission Form 

 
□ Student Handbook and Code of Conduct Acknowledgement Form (only required if enrolling after the 

start of the school year) 
 
□ Staples High School New Student Questionnaire 
 
□ Proof of residency 

●​ Deed to home, mortgage statement, current property tax bill, contract of purchase with closing 
date, construction contract with anticipated move-in date, dated rental/lease agreement (ALL 
tenant names need to be listed on agreement, including enrolling students), or landlord & 
parent affidavit from superintendent’s office 

and  
●​  Two current utility bills (cable television, telephone, water, electric, gas, oil; NOT cell phone) 

 
□ Identification 

●​ Student’s birth certificate, passport, or adoption papers 
●​ Parent/Guardian Photo ID (driver’s license, state ID card or passport)  

 
□ Proof of guardianship (if applicable) 

●​ Custody arrangement from divorce decree and/or parenting plan 
 
□ Academic records 

●​ Transcript/report cards: □ Elementary School​ □ Middle School​ □ High School       
□ Grades to date of withdrawal for courses currently in progress 

●​ Standardized Testing: □ State​ □ National (SSAT, PSAT, SAT, ACT, AP)  

https://www.westportps.org/parents/student-registration


STAPLES HIGH SCHOOL 
 

70 North Avenue, Westport, Connecticut 06880 
 
 

Health Office 
Notice of Student Admission Form 

 
 
Date of Registration: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Student Name: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Entering Grade: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Date of Birth: ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Westport Address: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Westport Phone/Cell Phone: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​  
Parent/Guardian Email: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Previous School Name and Address: ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
 
Has the student ever been enrolled in the Westport School District?​      Yes _____​No _____ 

 

If yes, last school attended: ______________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

 Office Use Only 
 
Check box if provided to Health Office: 

□ State of Connecticut Health Assessment Record 

 



STAPLES HIGH SCHOOL 
 

70 North Avenue, Westport, Connecticut 06880 

 
Student Handbook and Code of Conduct Acknowledgment Form 

(only required if student is transferring in after the start of the school year) 
  
 
 

Welcome to Staples High School! 
  
 

By signing this form you are indicating that you have received the appropriate 
information to access the Staples High School Student Handbook and Code of Conduct. 

 
 
 
 

Go to:​​ Staples High School home page (shs.westportps.org) 
Select:​ Students 
Select:​ Student Handbook 

  
 
 
 

  
Student Name: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
  
 
Student Signature: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
  
 
Date: ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
 
Grade: ​​ ​ ​  
  

 



STAPLES HIGH SCHOOL 
 

70 North Avenue, Westport, Connecticut 06880 
 
 

New Student Questionnaire 
 
 
Student Name:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   ​  Entering grade: ​ ​  
 
Student’s Personal Email Address: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
 
Where have you lived? What schools have you attended? 
 
 
 
What are your favorite subjects in school? Which do you find most challenging? 
 
 
 
How would you describe yourself as a student? 
 
 
 
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? 
 
 
 
What activities might you be interested in joining at Staples? Sports? Clubs? Arts? 
 
 
 
What is your biggest worry about coming to Staples? 
 
 
 
Please provide any other information that will help us get to know you. 
 
 
 
 
We match each new student with a current student as a host for their first few days and would like to 

share this information with them. If you choose not to have your information shared, check this box. □ 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

WESTPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

2026-2027 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 

 

      School in Session 

      Teacher Professional Development 

      Snow Dates 

KEY DATES 

Aug 20, 21, 24 Professional Development 

Aug 25 First Day of School  

Sept 7 Labor Day 

Sept 12 Rosh Hashanah 

Sept 18 Early Release/ Professional Development 

Sept 21 Yom Kippur 

Oct 16 Early Release/Professional Development 

Nov 3 Election Day – Professional Development 

Nov 25 Early Dismissal 

Nov 26-27 Thanksgiving Recess 

Dec 23 Early Dismissal 

Dec 24-Jan 3 Winter Recess 

Jan 18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan 22 Early Release/Professional Development  

Feb 12 No School – Professional Development 

Feb 15 Presidents’ Day 

Feb 15-19 February Recess 

March 19 No School – Professional Development 

March 26 Good Friday 

April 9 Early Release/Professional Development  

April 12-16 Spring Recess 

May 31 Memorial Day 

June 11 Last Day of School (Early Release) 

June 18 Juneteenth 

Students: 182 days Teachers: 188 days 

There are 4 snow days built into the calendar. If there are no 

snow days students’ last day will be June 11. In the event that 

additional make-up days are needed, District schools will use, in 

the following order: Monday, April 12; Tuesday, April 13; 

Wednesday, April 14; Thursday, April 15; Friday, April 16.  

Approved by the Board of Education April 24, 2025. 

 

 July 2026  

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 August 2026  

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

 September 2026  
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  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

 October 2026  
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    1 2 3 
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  November 2026  
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 December 2026  
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 January 2027  
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     1 2 
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 February 2027  
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 March 2027  
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 April 2027  
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11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
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25 26 27 28 29 30  

 May 2027  

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
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23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

 June 2027  
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6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

 



Staples High School

2025-2026 Rotation Calendar

M Tu W Th F

21 22

Professional Development Days PD Day PD Day

8/21, 8/22, 8/25, 9/19, 10/17, 11/4,1/23, 2/13,3/20,4/10 25 26 27 28 29

PD Day * * C* D
1 2 3 4 5

Marking Periods (Subject to Change) A B C* D
MP1: 8/26-10/27 MP3: 1/20-3/27 8 9 10 11 12

MP2: 10/28-1/7 MP4: 3/30-6/4 A B* C D* A
15 16 17 18 19

B C* D A* B
22 23 24 25 26

C D A* B
29 30

C D*

M Tu W Th F M Tu W Th F M Tu W Th F

1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5

A B D A* B C* D
6 7 8 9 10 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

C D* A B* C C PD Day D A B A B* C D* A
13 14 15 16 17 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

D A* B C* D C D* A B* C B C* D A* B
20 21 22 23 24 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

A B* C D* A D A* B C* D C D
27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

B C* D A* B A B C

M Tu W Th F M Tu W Th F M Tu W Th F

1 2 2 3 4 5 6

C D* A B C
5 6 7 8 9 2 3 4 5 6 9 10 11 12 13

A B* C Review EXAMS A B* C D* A D A* B C D
12 13 14 15 16 9 10 11 12 13 16 17 18 19 20

EXAMS Review EXAMS EXAMS EXAMS B C* D A PD Day A B* C D PD Day

19 20 21 22 23 16 17 18 19 20 23 24 25 26 27

D A B* C A B C D* A
26 27 28 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 30 31

D A* B C* D B C D A* B B C*

M Tu W Th F M Tu W Th F M Tu W Th F

1 2 3 1 1 2 3 4 5

D A D D A* B C Review

6 7 8 9 10 4 5 6 7 8 8 9 10 11 12

B C* D A B A B* C D* A EXAMS EXAMS Review EXAMS EXAMS

13 14 15 16 17 11 12 13 14 15 15 16 17 18 19

B C* D A* B EXAMS
EXAMS

EXAMS

20 21 22 23 24 18 19 20 21 22 22 23 24 25 26

C D A B* C C D A B* C
27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29 29 30

D A* B C* D* A* B* C

Connections PD Days Last Day of End-of Semester Blocks School not in Session

A* Schedule Marking Period and Exams

April 2026 May 2026 June 2026

August/September 2025

October 2025 November 2025 December 2025

January 2026 February 2026 March 2026



Staples High School 2025-26 Daily Schedule
A B C D

8:00-8:50 8:00-8:50 8:00-8:50 8:00-8:50
1 2 3 4

Communication Time Communication Time Communication Time Communication Time

8:55-9:10 8:55-9:10 8:55-9:10 8:55-9:10

9:10-10:15 9:10-10:15 9:10-10:15 9:10-10:15
2 3 4 1

10:20-11:10 10:20-11:10 10:20-11:10 10:20-11:10
3 4 1 2

11:15-11:45 11:15-11:45 11:15-11:45 11:15-11:45
5(1) 6(1) 7(1) 8(1)

11:50-12:20 11:50-12:20 11:50-12:20 11:50-12:20
5(2) 6(2) 7(2) 8(2)

12:25-12:55 12:25-12:55 12:25-12:55 12:25-12:55
5(3) 6(3) 7(3) 8(3)

1:00-1:50 1:00-1:50 1:00-1:50 1:00-1:50
8 7 6 5

1:55-2:45 1:55-2:45 1:55-2:45 1:55-2:45
7 8 5 6

Drop 4 & 6 Drop 1 & 5 Drop 2 & 8 Drop 3 & 7



Staples High School 2025-26 Daily Schedule
A B C D

8:00-8:45 8:00-8:45 8:00-8:45 8:00-8:45
1 2 3 4

8:50-10:05 8:50-10:05 8:50-10:05 8:50-10:05

2 3 4 1

Connections Connections Connections Connections
10:10-10:30 10:10-10:30 10:10-10:30 10:10-10:30

10:35-11:20 10:35-11:20 10:35-11:20 10:35-11:20
3 4 1 2

11:25-11:55 11:25-11:55 11:25-11:55 11:25-11:55
5 6 7 8

12:00-12:30 12:00-12:30 12:00-12:30 12:00-12:30
5 6 7 8

12:35-1:05 12:35-1:05 12:35-1:05 12:35-1:05
5 6 7 8

1:10-1:55 1:10-1:55 1:10-1:55 1:10-1:55
8 7 6 5

2:00-2:45 2:00-2:45 2:00-2:45 2:00-2:45
7 8 5 6

Drop 4 & 6 Drop 1 & 5 Drop 2 & 8 Drop 3 & 7



Lunch Rotation: 2025-2026 
Please direct your classes to eat during the lunch shift indicated in the table below. For example, if 
students are in a Science class during the lunch period in October, they should eat during the THIRD 
lunch wave.  There will be roughly 1600 students at Staples High School this year. The lunch shifts have 
been arranged to distribute the number of students in the three shifts as evenly as possible. During any 
particular period, there will be several hundred unscheduled students who might be in any lunch shift. It is 
imperative that any deviations from this schedule be made in consultation with the Administration. 

DEPARTMENT Aug/ 
Sep 

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

ACADEMIC 
SUPPORT 

2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 

ART 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

ENGLISH 1 1 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 

CULINARY 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

MATHEMATICS 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 

MEDIA 1 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

MUSIC 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

SCIENCE 3 3 1 1 1 3 3 1 1 1 

SOCIAL STUDIES 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 

SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 

3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 

TECHNOLOGY 3 3 3 3 3 1 1 3 3 3 

THEATER 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

WORLD 
LANGUAGES 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

COUNSELING SUITE 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Staples High School, Westport, CT (07/16/2025)

DR
AF
T



Staples High School, founded in 1884, is a comprehensive public high school 

grades 9–12 with an enrollment of 1,600 students and 200 faculty members. The 

single public high school serving the town of Westport, Staples is accredited by 

the New England Association of Schools and Colleges and consistently ranked as 

one of the top high schools in Connecticut. Forty varsity athletic teams compete 

in the Fairfield County Interscholastic Athletic Conference (FCIAC). There is active 

participation in vibrant art, music, theater, and media programs and over 100 

extracurricular activities. While the majority of graduates ultimately attend a four-

year college, Staples honors all pathways to success and offers a range of programs 

to meet the academic and personal needs of students. 

Staples High School  |  2 0 2 5 - 2 6  S c h o o l  P r o f i l e

70 North Avenue
Westport, Connecticut 06880
shs.westportps.org 
203.341.1225 phone | 203.341.1235 fax

CEEB / ACT Code  070-920

COMMUNITY
Westport is a shoreline town in Fairfield 
County one hour from New York City 
with a population of 27,282 and median 
household income of $250,001. The 
community is 79% white, 5% Asian, 
9% Hispanic, 2% Black, and 5% Other, 
including American Indian, Alaska Native, 
Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander, and two 
or more races. Families and the community 
demonstrate strong support for the school 
system, which also includes two middle 
schools grades 6-8, five elementary 
schools grades K-5, and one pre-school. 
Per pupil expenditure was $25,576.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS
Thomas Scarice, Superintendent of Schools	
Stafford W. Thomas, Jr., Principal
Christine Cincotta, Assistant Principal
James Farnen, Assistant Principal
Micah Lawrence, Assistant Principal
Patrick Micinilio, Assistant Principal
Rosemarie Ampha, Assistant Principal for 
Special Education

SCHOOL COUNSELING DEPARTMENT
William Plunkett, Director of School Counseling
	 wplunkett@westportps.org

School Counselors	
Cristina Banks..... cbanks@westportps.org
Thomas Brown.... tbrown@westportps.org
Victoria Capozzi....vcapozzi@westportps.org
Roy Colson.......... rcolson@westportps.org
Kimberly Curran... kcurran@westportps.org
Katie Koshes..........kkoshes@westportps.org
Sarah Magilnick..... smagilnick@westportps.org
Deborah Slocum...dslocum@westportps.org
Mattie Sokoloski.....msokoloski@westportps.org
P.J. Washenko.......pwashenko@westportps.org

College and Career Center Coordinator	
Sandra Zeigler.... szeigler@westportps.org

Monica McCabe, Administrative Assistant
	 mmccabe@westportps.org
Susan Fugitt, Registrar
	 sfugitt@westportps.org
Katherine Napolitano, Paraeducator
	 knapolitano@westportps.org

Aerial photo courtesy of Brandon Malin, Class of 2021

TR ANSCRIP T  +  GR ADING
Staples High School does not rank students. Two grade point averages are calculated on 
a 4.0 scale: Unweighted GPA and Weighted GPA, as detailed below. Both include grades in 
all courses taken at Staples, including academic, elective, and Health & Physical Education 
courses. For transfer students, the previous school courses, credits, and pass/fail grades are 
listed on the Staples transcript. Transfer transcripts are attached to the Staples transcript as 
separate documents. Previous school letter grades are not included in the Staples GPAs. 

Unweighted GPA

Weighted GPA

College Level Weight: Advanced Placement courses, dual enrollment courses, Calculus BC 
Plus, Multivariable Calculus, and Differential Equations

Honors Weight: Honors courses

College & Career Prep Weight: All other courses from all subject areas, including A 
(advanced college prep), B (college prep), and C level academic, non-leveled elective, and 
Health & Physical Education courses

	 A+	 A	 A-	  B+	 B	 B-	 C+	 C	 C-	 D+	 D	 D-	 F|WF

	 5.00	 4.67	 4.33	 4.00	 3.67	 3.33	 3.00	 2.67	 2.33	 2.00	 1.67	 1.33	 0.00

	 4.67	 4.33	 4.00	 3.67	 3.33	 3.00	 2.67	 2.33	 2.00	 1.67	 1.33	 1.00	 0.00

 	 4.33	 4.00	 3.67	 3.33	 3.00	 2.67	 2.33	 2.00	 1.67	 1.33	 1.00	 0.67	 0.00

	    A+	    A	    A-	    B+	   B	   B-	    C+	   C	   C-	    D+	   D	   D-	  F|WF
		    4.33	   4.00	    3.67	    3.33	   3.00	    2.67	    2.33	   2.00	    1.67	    1.33	    1.00	    0.67	 0.00

CLASS OF 2026 6TH SEMESTER GPA DISTRIBUTION [416 STUDENTS]

4.33+ 4.00–4.32 3.67–3.99 3.33–3.66 3.00–3.32 2.67–2.99 2.33–2.66 2.00–2.32 0.00–1.99

160

140

120

100

80

60

40

20

■	Unweighted GPA 

(mean: 3.49; middle 50%: 3.27-3.78) 

■	Weighted GPA 

(mean: 3.61; middle 50%: 3.33-3.94)

Highest Final Unweighted) GPA / Class of 2025	 4.32 
Highest Final Weighted) GPA / Class of 2025		 4.66

All 
Courses

College 
Level
Honors
College 
& Career 
Prep



Staples High School  |  2 0 2 5 - 2 6  S c h o o l  P r o f i l e

English
English 9 Honors 
English 10 Honors
AP English Language
AP English Literature
Mythology & Bible Honors
Seminar in Academic Writing 
and Multimodal Composition 
(UConn ECE)
Shakespeare Honors

Math
Geometry Honors 
Algebra 2 Honors 
Pre-Calculus Honors 
Calculus Honors
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
AP Statistics
Calculus BC Plus*
Multivariable Calculus*
Differential Equations*

Science
Biology Honors 
Chemistry Honors 
Physics Honors
AP Biology
AP Chemistry

AP Computer Science A
AP Computer Science Principles
AP Environmental Science
AP Physics 1 
AP Physics C: Mechanics & E&M
Advanced Forensics (option 
for SCSU Early College)
Scientific Research Honors 
(option for SCSU Early College) 

Social Studies
Global Themes Honors
U.S. History Honors 
AP European History
AP Macro/Microeconomics
AP Psychology
AP U.S. Government & Politics
AP U.S. History 
AP World History: Modern
Anthropology (option for 
UConn ECE)
Introduction to Human Rights 
(formerly Contemporary 
World Studies--UConn ECE)

Visual + Performing Arts
Digital Design Honors (Motion)
Digital Design Honors (Print)
Photography Honors
Studio Portfolio Honors

AP Art & Design	
AP Music Theory 
Honors Option For All Music 
Ensembles
Pop Music and Diversity in 
American Society (option for 
UConn ECE)

World Languages
French 2, 3, 4, 5 Honors 
AP French Language (option 
for UConn ECE)
German 2, 3, 4, 5 Honors 
AP German Language 
(option for UConn ECE)
Italian 2, 3 Honors
Italian 4 Honors (option for 
UConn ECE)
Latin 2, 3, 4 Honors
AP Latin
Mandarin Chinese 2, 3, 4, 5
Honors
AP Chinese Language & Culture
Spanish 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 Honors 
AP Spanish Language
AP Spanish Literature

*college level weight in 
Weighted GPA

PROGR AM OFFER INGS
Advanced Courses (26 AP, 42 Honors, 7 UConn ECE, 2 SCSU Early College)

•	For course descriptions, refer to: shs.westportps.org/teaching-and-learning/program-of-studies.
•	Accelerated Science is a two-year college preparatory course utilizing a multidisciplinary 

perspective and including physics, chemistry, biology, and Earth and space science.
•	College credit is available through the University of Connecticut Early College Experience (ECE) 

and Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU) Early College programs. These courses are 
weighted at the college level in the Weighted GPA.

•	Students may take courses at Connecticut State Community College through the High School 
Partnership (HSP) program. HSP courses are weighted at the college level in the Weighted GPA.

•	Students may focus on an area of interest beyond the traditional curriculum through an 
Independent Learning Experience (ILE). A significant personal investment and independence are 
expected from the student. ILEs are graded pass/fail and noted on the student’s transcript.

•	Advanced art and media courses may be taken multiple times for credit with teacher approval.
•	Through the Connecticut State Seal of Biliteracy, students are recognized who have attained an 

Intermediate Mid or higher level of proficiency in speaking, writing, listening, and reading 
comprehension in two or more languages (including studying four years of English).

49% 
scored 5

35% 
scored 4

14% 
scored 3

CL A SS OF 2025 FUTURE PL ANS
405 graduates attending 153 different post-secondary institutions
94.1% Four-year Colleges

1.7% Two-year Colleges

2.0% PG / Vocational / Other Higher Education

1.2% Gap Year

0.9% Employment / Other

The mission of the Westport Public Schools is to prepare all students to 
reach their full potential as lifelong learners and socially responsible  
contributors to our global community.

2% scored <3

GR ADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Humanities

English	 4.0
Social Studies	 3.0
Visual + Performing Arts	 1.0
Open Humanities	 1.0

Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math
Math	 3.0
Science	 3.0
Open STEAM	 3.0

World Languages	 2.0
Health + Physical Education	 2.5
Mastery-Based Diploma Assessment (MBDA)*	1.0
Additional Credits	 2.5
Total Credits	 26.0
*Students create a portfolio to demonstrate 
skill mastery and reflection in four domain 
areas (Collaborators, Communicators, Critical 
Thinkers, and Creators) through learning 
experiences embedded in their courses.

STANDARDIZED TEST ING
Advanced Placement Exam Results
In spring 2025, 607 students took a total of 
1,437 AP exams. The mean score was 4.3.

ACT Results (2024-25 school year)
	 Middle 50%	 Mean
Composite......................27–32.................29.1
English............................ 26–35................ 30.3
Math.................................26–32................ 28.2
Reading.......................... 25–34................ 29.3
Science............................25–32................ 28.3

SAT Results (Class of 2025)
	 Middle 50%	 Mean
Total.............................1110–1390.............1239
ERW.............................. 560–690...............624
Math.............................. 540–690............... 615

Class of 2025 Recognitions
National Merit Scholars.................................. 1
National Merit Finalists................................ 11
National Merit Commended Students.......23
National African-American Recognition...... 5
National Hispanic Recognition.................... 17
AP Scholars....................................................32
AP Scholars with Honor................................28
AP Scholars with Distinction......................145



You can find more information about the SHS PTA and membership on the Staples 
High School website at https://shs.westportps.org/parents/pta/about-shs-pta. To 
reach the PTA Presidents with any questions, email shs_pta@westportps.org. The 
PTA Presidents for the 2025-26 school year are Stefanie Shackelford and Aileen 
Brill.   

Staples High School PTA 

The Staples High School PTA (SHS PTA) is a 
partnership between parents and educators 
working to enhance student learning and 
enrich the lives of students within our school. It 
is a forum for parents to obtain knowledge and 
voice their opinions about what is happening 
at Staples High School and in the Westport Public School District. Every Staples           
family and staff member is encouraged to become a member of the SHS PTA. It is 
your forum for sharing concerns and suggestions and is your key source for 
information. PTA membership also gives you access to the online directory. 

As a part of the PTA activities, there is a Newcomers Committee that welcomes 
families new to the Westport school district to Staples High School. The committee 
organizes a few events and newcomer coffees in the beginning of the year, 
providing the opportunity for new families to meet others and help get settled into 
the community. 




