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Week #5 Legislative Session Update: 2026 BCPS State Legislative Priorities

Executive Summary

Week 5 of the 2026 Legislative Session (February 9-13) showed continued momentum on two parallel tracks:
(1) education governance and school operations proposals that expand oversight, restrict certain district
practices, and increase parent-facing rights; and (2) safety, student support, and workforce measures that
advanced with broad bipartisan support and limited debate. The week’s committee activity and floor action
reinforced a familiar operational signal for BCPS: several proposals are moving quickly with strong vote
margins, and many carry implementation implications that will require cross-functional planning (Legal,
Student Support, Academics, Operations, HR/Talent, and Communications) as language is finalized.

Budget (see the chart below) signals sharpened this week as House and Senate positions began to clarify key
funding assumptions. The House budget proposal reflects a projected decline in BCPS FTE from 284,622 (FY
25/26 as passed) to 278,905 (proposed FY 26/27), a reduction of 5,717 students, while still increasing total
funding from $2,578,537,900 to $2,614,741,537 (+$36,203,637). Under the House proposal, the Base Student
Allocation would rise from $5,472.60 to $5,501.71 (+$129.11), and per-student funding would increase from
$9,059.53 to $9,375.02 (+$315.49). The Senate proposal increases the BSA to $5,522.60 (+$50 over the
current $5,472.60) and includes $65.3 million in “back of bill” funding to supplement districts experiencing
declining enrollment in the current year. For BCPS, these early budget markers reinforce the importance of
monitoring enrollment-driven impacts, stabilization mechanisms, and any assumptions that could widen the
district’s structural funding gap.

On the education governance and operational side, House committees advanced HB 1071 (Education), a wide-
ranging measure that would restrict the use of funds for certain DEI-related activities, expand parent opt-out
rights for specific health and reproductive education, and revise multiple accountability and operational
requirements. Debate centered on definitional ambiguity and potential chilling effects on student programs
versus sponsor arguments that the bill prevents discrimination, limits politicized content, and strengthens
academic standards. The bill passed with amendments from the sponsor, while three proposed amendments
offered by Rep. Hinson were rejected. Separately, House floor action advanced HB 1119 (Materials Harmful to
Minors) with a strong majority vote, signaling continued legislative emphasis on instructional materials
challenges, removal processes, and parent rights.

Student safety and student support measures continued to advance across both chambers. In the House, HB 859

(Exceptional Students and Video Cameras in Public Schools) again moved unanimously, reflecting sustained
support for expanding camera access in self-contained ESE classrooms while acknowledging privacy and
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funding questions. In the Senate, SB 896 (School Safety) advanced unanimously with a committee substitute,
expanding safety measures into public colleges and universities and tightening firearm-related provisions near
schools; debate focused on guardian program expansion and enforcement clarity. Separately, SB 54 (Use of
Substances Affecting Cognitive Function) advanced unanimously, pairing additional autopsy/reporting
requirements for violent offenders with new school safety and training protocols related to psychotropic drugs
and other intoxicating substances.

Workforce pipeline and professional learning measures also progressed. House committee action advanced HB
561 (Educator Preparation and Certification) unanimously, continuing the session’s focus on streamlining
certification and accelerating qualified professionals into classrooms. In the Senate, SB 1216 (Public School
Personnel Compensation) advanced unanimously in Appropriations, reinforcing legislative interest in
expanding compensation flexibility and cost-of-living adjustment eligibility.

Finally, Week 5 included a set of measures that, while not exclusively K—12, could shape the operating
environment for BCPS and local government partners. SB 332 would allow closed attorney-client sessions for
certain private property rights claims; SB 1612 would require local governments to accept electronic payments;
and SB 1296/SB 1298 advanced changes to public employee labor relations and related public records
protections. Collectively, Week 5 underscores that high-velocity education measures are moving alongside
broader governance and public-sector reforms, making amendment tracking, fiscal note monitoring, and
implementation planning essential as bills approach the next stage.

Key highlights

* Budget positions began to clarify for FY 26/27, with House and Senate proposals showing BSA increases
and specific mechanisms to address declining enrollment.

* House committee advanced a wide-ranging education operations and restrictions package (HB 1071) after
debate over definitions, student program impacts, and parent rights.

* House floor advanced instructional materials challenge/removal legislation with a strong majority vote (HB
1119).

* Unanimous movement continued on ESE classroom camera requirements, with privacy and funding
questions flagged but strong support maintained (HB 859).

= Safety measures expanded into higher education and advanced unanimously in Senate committee (SB 896),
alongside a unanimous vote on psychotropic-substance-related safety/training protocols (SB 54).

» Workforce pipeline and compensation flexibility measures advanced with strong support (HB 561; SB
1216).

= Several broader public-sector governance bills moved that may affect district/local government operations
(SB 332; SB 1612; SB 1296/SB 1298).

Major Week S Legislative Actions

Governance, Parent Rights, and Public Accountability

= HB 1071 (Education): Prohibits using funds for discriminatory or certain DEI-related activities, expands
parent opt-out rights for specific health and reproductive education, and revises multiple school operations
and accountability requirements. Debate focused on definitional ambiguity and potential chilling effects on
student programs versus sponsor arguments about preventing discrimination and politicized content.
Vote: Reported favorably, 15-4.
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HB 1119 (Materials Harmful to Minors): Strengthens definitions and processes for objecting to and
removing instructional materials deemed harmful to minors; advanced on the House floor with a strong
majority. Vote: Reported favorably, 84-28.

HB 173 (Parental Rights): Strengthens parental consent requirements for minors seeking certain health,
mental health, and educational services; debate weighed parental authority against concerns for minors in
unsafe homes or needing urgent care. Vote: Reported favorably, 15-4.

HB 1471 (Systems of Law and Terrorist Organization): Prohibits enforcement of religious/foreign law
that conflicts with constitutional rights and adds definitions/restrictions targeting domestic terrorist
organizations; debate raised free speech and due process concerns versus public safety arguments. Vote:
Reported favorably with CS, 16-4.

SB 332 (Public Meetings/Private Property Rights): Authorizes closed attorney-client sessions for certain
private property rights claims, keeping records confidential until claims are resolved; framed as narrow,
temporary confidentiality for settlement discussions. Vote: Reported favorably, 8-0.

SB 1622 (Penalties for Late-Filed Disclosures): Provides a one-time waiver of fines for first late filing of
required financial disclosures if conditions are met. Vote: Reported favorably, 8-0.

SB 964 (Financial Disclosures): Requires certain reporting individuals and procurement employees to file
annual gift/honorarium expense reports with the Commission on Ethics rather than with financial
disclosure statements. Vote: Reported favorably, 9-0.

Student Safety, Student Health, and Student Services

HB 859 (Exceptional Students and Video Cameras in Public Schools): Requires installation and
maintenance of video cameras with audio in self-contained ESE classrooms and updates procedures for
parents/schools/districts; members raised privacy and funding questions but strongly supported protections
for nonverbal students. Vote: Reported favorably, 20-0.

HB 757 (School Safety): Authorizes public postsecondary institutions to participate in guardian programs,
creates a new firearm discharge offense near schools, and strengthens safety requirements; debate
addressed training authority, law enforcement clarity, and prevention/mental health considerations. Vote:
Reported favorably, 23-5.

SB 896 (School Safety): Expands school safety measures to public colleges and universities and tightens
firearm-related provisions near schools; discussion included opposition to guardian program expansion and
clarification of optional participation. Vote: Reported favorably with CS, 24-0.

SB 54 (Use of Substances Affecting Cognitive Function): Requires additional autopsy
procedures/reporting for violent offenders and establishes school safety and law enforcement training
protocols related to psychotropic drugs and other intoxicating substances. Vote: Reported favorably, 24-0.
SB 186 (Student Health and Safety): Strengthens epilepsy education and training requirements in schools
and clarifies Department of Health responsibilities; expands training to include bus drivers and charter
school staff. Vote: Reported favorably, 11-0.

SB 212 (Sexual Offenders and Sexual Predators): Expands residency/location restrictions for certain
sexual offenders involving minors; testimony highlighted public safety arguments and concerns about
homelessness and evidence base. Vote: Reported favorably with CS, 10-1.

Workforce, Preparation, and Instruction

HB 561 (Educator Preparation and Certification): Expands and streamlines teacher certification,
preparation, and reinstatement requirements; advanced without questions or opposition. Vote: Reported
favorably, 20-0.
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= HB 851 (Professional Learning for Instructional and School Administration Personnel): Requires
districts to provide an annual autism-specific professional learning opportunity for instructional and school-
based administrative personnel. Vote: Reported favorably, 15-0.

= SB 182 (School Teacher Training and Mentoring Program): Establishes a mentoring program with a
stipend and aligns Senate language with the House companion through a strike-all amendment. Vote:
Reported favorably, 8-0.

= SB 1216 (Public School Personnel Compensation): Expands cost-of-living adjustment eligibility and
broadens use of advanced degrees for salary purposes; advanced unanimously in Appropriations. Vote:
Reported favorably, 18-0.

Athletlcs, Student Activities, and Civic Engagement
SB 178 (Athletics in Public K-12 Schools): Authorizes head coaches to use personal funds to support
student welfare within limits and reporting requirements; potential future amendment discussed regarding
parental consent. Vote: Reported favorably, 24-0.

= SB 538 (Extracurricular Activities): Revises eligibility, booster club funding, and oversight for
extracurricular activities; debate clarified booster-funded stipends versus direct salaries. Vote: Reported
favorably with CS, 23-1.

= SB 556 (Requirements for a Standard High School Diploma): Allows marching band substitution for
PE and performing arts requirements and permits Special Olympics participation to satisfy PE for students
with disabilities. Vote: Reported favorably, 6-0.

Facilities, Local Government Operations, and Public Sector Administration

= SB 1612 (Electronic Payments to Local Governments): Requires local governments to accept electronic
payments, including online options. Vote: Reported favorably, 9-0.

= SB 1296 (Public Employees Relations Commission): Revises union membership authorization rules and
modifies certification/decertification and bargaining procedures; debate raised constitutionality and
bargaining timeline concerns. Vote: Reported favorably, 6-3.

= SB 1298 (Public Records/Public Employees Relations Commission): Expands public records
exemptions for PERC personnel and protects draft orders/communications and certain decertification
statements. Vote: Reported favorably, 6-2.

Allgnment with BCPS Priorities

Addressing the funding gap / fiscal stability: Early House and Senate budget positions show BSA
increases and a Senate stabilization approach for declining enrollment; BCPS should monitor final
conference outcomes, enrollment assumptions, and any one-time vs recurring components.

= Retaining high-quality staff: Certification streamlining (HB 561), mentoring (SB 182), and compensation
flexibility (SB 1216) align with recruitment/retention priorities; BCPS should monitor funding mechanisms
and implementation requirements.

= Enhancing safety and well-being: ESE classroom camera requirements (HB 859) and expanded safety
measures into postsecondary settings (HB 757; SB 896) reinforce the safety agenda but may create cost,
privacy, and records-management implications.

* Strengthening operations and governance: Broad education operations proposals (HB 1071) and
materials challenge processes (HB 1119) may drive new compliance steps, training needs, and
communications planning.
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= Technology/data and compliance load: Measures involving records, safety training protocols, and
reporting requirements suggest continued growth in documentation and cross-agency coordination
expectations.

Next Steps

Track House and Senate budget negotiations for final BSA levels, per-student funding impacts, and any
stabilization mechanisms tied to declining enrollment.

» Track HB 1071 and HB 1119 closely for amendments, definitions, and implementation timelines that could
affect district operations, student programs, and communications.

* Monitor fiscal notes and operational requirements for HB 859 and related safety measures, including
privacy, records retention, redaction, and ongoing maintenance costs.

= Prepare leadership talking points on high-visibility issues (budget/enrollment stabilization, parent
rights/opt-outs, instructional materials challenges, ESE classroom cameras, and expanded safety
requirements).

* Continue cross-functional internal impact scans (Legal, Student Support, Academics, Operations,
HR/Talent, Communications) to anticipate compliance workload and resource needs.

Budget Update | Broward Schools
House Budget Comparison

Category 25/26 Budget (As Passed) Proposed 26/27 Budget Difference
FTE 284,622 278,905 -5,717
Total Funding $2,578,537,900 $2,614,741,537 $36,203,637
Base Student Allocation (BSA) $5,472.60 $5,501.71 $129.11
Per Student Funding $9,059.53 $9,375.02 $315.49

Senate Budget
Category 25/26 Budget Proposed 26/27 Budget Difference

Base Student Allocation (BSA) $5,472.60 $5,522.60 $50
Note: Proposed House and Senate budget allocations include Charter Schools and Family Empowerment Scholarship (FES).

Additional Budget Notes:
The Senate budget includes $65.3 million in back-of-bill funding to supplement districts experiencing
declining enrollment in the current year.

Both the Florida Senate and the Florida House have included in their respective budgets, language providing
that any unexpended balance of funds previously appropriated to the Florida Department of Education for the
replacement of Building 12 at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shall revert immediately. The
reverted funds are reappropriated to the Department for the design and reconstruction of a memorial.
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