
 

SPELL-A-BRATION 2026 RULES 

Eligibility:  Participants in the 2026 6th Annual Spell-a-Bration (the Bee) must 
meet these requirements:  

● Participants must participate as part of a team consisting of 4 (four) spellers  
● The Bee will be limited to the first thirty teams who register  
● All spellers must be above the age of 18 (eighteen) on or before April 10,2025 with the 

exception of our special guests.  

 
Prior to the Night of the Bee: 

● Please invite your friends, family and others who will cheer your team on and “heckle” 
the other teams. Adults pay $5 entrance fee and accompanying children are free. 
Concessions will be available for purchase.  

● Plan to decorate your team table and dress up according to the theme/name you 
choose. 

o Prizes given for the most creative decorations and costumes. 
o Tables/chairs have to remain in place and decorations cannot encroach the 

aisleways. 

o No Balloons are permitted for table decorations. 

● Doors open to teams a 5:30 and at 6:00 for spectators (Hecklers) 
● If you are on a team, please arrange for childcare as no children will be allowed in the 

Spelling Bee Team area once the Bee begins.  

 

SPELL-A-BRATION – SHHS Gym-April 16: 



● Team Members should plan to arrive at 5:30 and check in at the Bee Registration 

Table. You will be given your team table location.  

● Each team has two yellow Bee Repellent Balloons  on your table. Your team may 

purchase two extra yellow Bee Repellent Balloons at the Bee Registration Table for $20 

each. When you miss a word, one of your Bee Repellent Balloons will be popped by one 

of our Stinger Bees (Dr. Erin Slater, Greg Wallace and Josh Carter)  

● A dinner will be served to all participants in the BeeHive  from 5:30 – 6:15.   

● Decorate your team table and be ready to start the Spelling Bee at 6:30. Prizes given 

for most creative decorations and team costumes 

● Be sure to have your team picture taken at the Bee Glamour Shot Booth between 5:30-

6:30. 

● Each table will have a basket. You will be required to place all cell phones in the basket 

at the start of the Bee.  Phones are to be powered off or put in silent mode, and remain 

in basket throughout the Bee. Other items in the basket include:  Dry Eraser, 

eraser(towel), pencils, note pads , etc. You will also have a large whiteboard to write 

your words on. 

● Bee Judges will be located throughout the playing area and will be responsible for 

making sure everyone plays fairly. 

 

Competition Format: The Bee will begin at 6:30. There will be one 15 minute 

intermission. 

● The online Merriam-Webster Dictionary will be the official source of words.  

● The Pronouncer Bee will pronounce each word, define it, and use it in a sentence. 

Teams will have 30 seconds to write the word on the provided white board at their 

table. The word must be written large enough and legible so that the Bee Judges can 

read it. 

● If you did not hear the word or need the word repeated, you MUST alert the judge 

assigned to you PRIOR to the start of the time clock. 

● When the timekeeper calls time, all markers must be put down, and the white boards 

must be held up and shown to the audience and judges. Any team continuing to write 

after time is called or attempting to change the word as written on the board will score 

a miss for that word. If the judges decide that a word as written is illegible or the letters 

are ambiguous, the word will be treated as misspelled. 

● Do not erase your board until you have been told whether your spelling is correct. If a 

team erases its word too soon, it may be counted as a missed word. If a team attempts 

to rewrite the word on the board, the word will be counted wrong. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

●  If you have verified you spelled the word correctly, you may begin to prepare for the 

next word. 

● If and when your team has been eliminated, you may write/draw humorous or 

otherwise entertaining messages/illustrations on your board to share with the audience. 

Please hold up your boards when the still-competing teams hold up their boards – not 

before. You might go home with the “Best Sports” prize. 

● The final team with a remaining yellow balloon will be the winner.  

 
These procedures and rules will govern the bee. The judges shall resolve any 

disputes. There will be no appeals. In other words, what the judges say goes. 

 

 
 

    

Prizes will be given for: 

Spelling Bee Winners  

1st, 2nd and 3rd Places 

 

Most Creative Table/Costumes 
 

Best Sports  

 


