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General Information
Spanning over 7,910 square miles, the Clark County School
District serves the educational needs of one of the most
rapidly changing areas in the nation.  The district is
currently the 5th largest in the United States.  Palo Verde
High School is one of the 73 high schools located within
CCSD.  It is situated in the award-winning planned
community of Summerlin, in the far west area of Las Vegas.
It is a comprehensive four-year high school enrolling just
over 2800 students in grades 9 through 12.  The school
opened in the fall of 1996 and graduated its first senior class
in June of 2000.  Palo Verde's academic program is on a
rotating block schedule. A maximum load is 4 credits per
semester with students carrying four 82-minute blocks per
day. The Clark County School District is proud to announce
it has earned accreditation by Cognia.

Our Mission
The mission of Palo Verde High School is to prepare

students to realize their academic, creative, emotional,
physical, social, and career potentials as contributing

members of society in a community of mutual
respect. 

Highlights
The Class of 2025: 

Earned over $16 million in scholarship awards.
13 Valedictorians, 1 Salutatorian 
305 High Honors graduates, 90 Honors graduates
3 National Merit Finalists, 1 Commended Student

70.8% of the International Baccalaureate Class of 2025 students earned a full IB
Diploma.
The inaugural year of the Career-Related Studies Program (CP).  100% of the 7
program students earned their certificates.
75 Students awarded the AP Scholar Award, 74 AP Scholar with Distinction & 30
AP Scholar with Honors.
Under the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs, 70% passed their
End of Program exam in the 2024/2025 school year.  There was an increase of
more than 180 students that participated from the 2023/2024 school year.  
The Palo Verde Speech & Debate Team is ranked #1 in the state, 7XState
Champions, most recently 2021-2025, has over 35 Individual State Titles, over
50 State Championship Bowls, 140+ NSDA, TOC & NIETOC Qualifiers, 5
National Semifinalists. 
Student Council awarded the National Gold Council Award, Silver Star Award,
and Southern Star Award.
Athletics:

59 Team State Titles
124 Team Regional Titles
72 Division I Scholarships awarded from the 2019/2020 through 

            2024/2025 school years.
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Counselors 

Assistant Principals
Daniel Liles      Thomas Michaud     Marlena Sarver 
       Kellie Schrudder          Katherine Simieou              
                    

         Laura Feeley (A-Cass, 504s A-J)   
              Kathleen Dambro (Cast-Gar) 
Amanda Nicholson (Gas-Han, SpEd) 
   Michele Brown (Hao-Lin & IB/CP)
  O’Brian Vera (Lio-Ocg & 504s K-Z)

Palo Verde High School is
proud to offer both the

International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme and

Career Program.  Interested
students enter either

program during their junior
year and continue through

their senior year.  

 
 Mark Resendez (Och-Sin) 
 Elaina Nelson (Sio-Z)
   

http://www.cognia.org/


All courses are used in computing GPA and all students are included in class rank. Honors
courses are weighted with .025 additional points and AP/IB/Dual Enrollment courses are
weighted with an additional .050 points.  Beginning with the cohort of 2024, the
maximum weighted GPA that can be earned is 4.950; this is achieved by earning a 4.0
unweighted GPA and .0950 bonus points 

All seniors must earn 23 credits to receive a Standard Diploma.  Fifteen of these credits
are required in the following courses of study:

English - 4 credits
Math - 3 credits
Science - 2 credits
Social Studies (World/US History/American Government & Economics)- 3 credits
Physical Education - 2 credits
Computers - .5 credit
Health - .5 credits

   * indicates the class is Not available 

during 2024/2025 and/or 2025/2026

school year but was previously

Honors classes:
English 9, 10 11 & 12
Geometry
Algebra II
Precalculus AB*
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Anatomy & Physiology
World History
US History
American Government
Economics
Computer Science II*
Animation III*
Forensic Science III*
Military Science III, IV
Spanish II, III, IV
Japanese II, III, IV
French II, III, IV

AP Courses:
AP Language & Composition
AP Literature & Composition
AP Precalculus
AP Calculus AB/BC
AP Chemistry*
AP Statistics
AP Biology
AP Physics I/II
AP Human Geography
AP Modern World History
AP U.S. History
AP Government
AP Spanish Language
AP Spanish Literature & Cult.*
AP Japanese
AP French
AP Psychology
AP Studio Art 2D/3D/Drawing
AP Computer Science Princ.
AP Computer Science A
AP Music Theory*
AP Seminar

IB Courses:
IB Theory of Knowledge I & II
IB Literature I & II
Foreign Language III/IV/V

Spanish, Japanese, French
IB US History
IB US Government
IB Global Politics I & II
IB Biology*
IB Physics I & II
IB Mathematics: App & Interp I
& II
IB Mathematics: Analysis &
Approaches I & II
IB Visual Arts I & II
IB Music I
IB Personal & Prof Sk I & II

Dual Enrollment Courses:
ENG 101/102
MATH 95*/96*/120/126*/127*
HIST 101/102
COM 101*/102*
MUS 121/125
EDU 201/203/214/280*
CED 200
PSC 101
PSY 101/102*
JAP 113/114

CTE:
Animation*
Business/Marketing
Computer Science
Culinary
Engineering
Foods & Nutrition*
Forensic Science
Health Science
Medical Assistant
Photography*
Teach & Training
Web Design & Development
Video Production

All Dual

Enrollment

courses in the

25/26 year

partner

exclusively with

UNLV

The following Honors, Advanced Placement(AP), International Baccalaureate(IB), Dual Credit and

Career Technical Education(CTE) courses are offered at Palo Verde High School.  

Grading
Standard 4.0 grading

scale

A = 4.0  (100-90)

B = 3.0 (89-80)

C = 2.0 (79-70)

D = 1.0 (69-60)

F = 0 (50-59)

Academic Information

In March of 2025:
 698 Juniors

completed the ACT
with an average

Composite Score of

20.3

In May of 2025:
675 Students completed

1136 Advanced Placement
(AP) exams. The average

score was a

Sampling of College

Acceptances for Class of 2025
UNLV
UNR
BYU
UVU

BAYLOR
N. ARIZONA

U. of ARIZONA
PEPPERDINE

EMBRY-RIDDLE
UC IRVINE/SAN DIEGO 

PORTLAND ST.
BOISE ST.
PENN ST.

NAVAL ACADEMY
UNIV. OF COLORADO

TULANE
CORNELL
RUTGERS

STANFORD
UNIV. OF OREGON

CAL POLY
UNIV. OF WASH.

USC
HOWARD

GEORGETOWN
COLUMBIA

Advanced Diplomas Types
All advanced diplomas require 24 credits with an additional credit in math
and science.  Other criteria as indicated with each diploma is outlined below.

Advanced Diploma
3.25 Weighted GPA

College & Career Ready Diploma
3.25 Weighted GPA

Deemed with ACT/SAT score AND/OR
 CTE Completion, OWINN or ASVAB score

In May of 2025:
147 Students completed

339 International
Baccalaureate (IB) exams.

The average score was

3.24 4.0


