
 
 

February 6, 2026 

Dear Parent or Guardian,     

Each year the Tennessee Department of Education examines schools’ performance across 
several different indicators to provide an overall look at how schools are serving the needs of all 
students. The department of education included the following indicators in its analysis of school 
accountability:   

●​ Student achievement   
●​ Student growth   
●​ English learner proficiency exam (ELPA)   
●​ Chronic absenteeism   
●​ Ready graduate (high school only)   
●​ Graduation rate (high school only)   

  
More information on each of these indicators and the data used to define them can be found in 
the 2025-2026 Federal Accountability Protocol.  Under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), the department is required to use the school accountability results to identify those 
schools with the lowest performance across student groups (e.g., individual racial/ethnic 
student groups, students with disabilities, economically disadvantaged, and English learners). 
These schools will receive additional support from the department.   
   
We are writing to inform you that Mountain City Elementary is identified for our white, students 
with disabilities, and economically disadvantaged subgroups not making progress as required 
by ESSA and the U.S. Department of Education during the 2024-25 school year.  This federal 
designation will be retained until the school exits or a new designation list is released.  
   
Our school is working hard with the district and the Tennessee Department of Education to 
increase student performance by using high quality instructional materials, frequent classroom 
observations, our elementary coach working with teachers one-on-one, offering before, during 
and after school homework help and tutoring, a deep dive into TNReady, Benchmark, and 
AIMsWeb data, half days for faculty and staff offering PD to better the education of all students, 
attendance competitions and incentives, and our continued partnership with ETSU and the 
Resilient Schools program. We encourage you to help by participating in the development and 
implementation of our school improvement plan by helping your child to complete daily 
homework and snow work, studying math facts, high frequency words, and fluency practice at 
home, working on computer learning programs such as IXL, ReadWorks, and/or Prodigy, 
completing the book fair project, attending our upcoming Math Night in March, and bringing 
your student to school each day.       
   
Sincerely,   
Christi J. Gentry. 
 
Principal   

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/accountability/2025-26_Federal_Accountability_Protocol.pdf?mc_cid=eaeae4775d&mc_eid=4f8e0a609f

