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CALENDAR  
 
2/16 

2/19 
2/27 

 
3/6 
3/9-13 

 
President’s Day, No School for Students 

PTO Meeting @ 8:45 
Open House for Prospective Families @ 

9:00-2:00 
Early Dismissal @ 12:30  
Spring Break   

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@fssdFES 
 

Follow us on Facebook: 
FranklinElementaryCubs 

 
Follow us on Instagram: 
franklin_elementary_school 
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Principal’s Message 

By: Dr. April Carrigan  

 
I hope your family and you had a great week! We had a busy week of 

celebrating last week! On Monday, our students and faculty enjoyed 
celebrating the 100th Day of School on February 2! It was fun to see our 

students’ outfits for the day. Our students also participated in 100th Day of 
School activities throughout the day. On Tuesday, our faculty celebrated 

and recognized Dr. Alicia Barker, one of our school board members. We 
enjoyed breakfast with her. We truly appreciate her work and dedication 
to our school and district. To celebrate Global Play Day on Wednesday, our students enjoyed playing 

board games, sharing their favorite games with their friends, and engaging in teacher-led games. 
We also celebrated our fabulous stretch growth on our reading and math winter benchmark on 

Thursday by having a Stretch Day! Our students wore their most stretchy clothes.    
 

As a reminder, our students do not have school on Monday, February 16 in observance of President’s 
Day. 
 

Assistant Principal’s Tip 
By: Lauren Simpson, M.Ed. 

 

3rd and 4th grade families: Please mark your calendars for TCAP testing, scheduled for mid-April. 
Please see the schedule below for details. Please avoid scheduling appointments on these dates, if 

at all possible, and plan to have your child at school on time during the testing window. Testing will 
begin promptly each morning. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Coordinated School Health News 
By: Lisa Chatman, FSD CSH 

 

February is National Children’s Dental Health Month. Last week, we kicked off the month with Ms. 
Caroline and Ms. Bella from the Williamson County Health Department, leading a presentation for FES 
1st graders. The health educators taught about the importance of brushing at least twice daily. They 

also shared facts about baby teeth and the number of adult teeth that we have. At the end of the 
presentation, each student received a certificate, toothpaste, a toothbrush, floss, and a treasure 

box. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
By: Andrea Gillette, School Counselor  

 

Happy Friday! The character word for the month of February is citizenship.  Citizenship means that 

you follow the rules and do your share in service to your school, community, 

and country. Good citizens respect authority, are dependable, follow the 
rules, report things that are against the law, and volunteer to help others.  

 
The kindergarten and third grade students came to my class this week. The 

kindergarten students learned about making good choices and only taking 
medicine from a trusted grown up. The third-grade students finished 
learning how drugs affect the body by reading Mac’s Choice. Next week, 

the first, second, and fourth grade students will come to my class. The first 
and second grade students will learn about personal safety (say no to 

strangers, get away, and tell a safe person). The fourth-grade students will 
finish learning how drugs affect the body, mind, and relationships. During 

the next few weeks, all grades will learn about personal safety which includes stranger safety and 

safe/unsafe touches.  
 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Please talk with your child about this 
important topic and feel free to call me at (615) 794-1187 if you have any questions.   
 

Parenting Tip 

 

As we begin learning about safety in class, this is a friendly reminder to talk with your child about 
safety around strangers and on the internet. 

• Never go with a stranger 

• Never play or talk with strangers online 

• Never use the restroom alone in public places 

• Never give out your address or phone number 

• Never answer the door if home alone 
 

Nurse’s Note 



By: Sandra Deal, School Nurse 

 

February is American Heart Month. You can talk with your child about simple ways to keep their 
hearts healthy. Even small daily habits can make a big difference for growing bodies! 

● Staying active and moving our bodies 
● Drinking plenty of water 

● Making healthy food choices when possible 
● Getting enough sleep 

 

We are still seeing seasonal illnesses, so thank you for helping us keep our school healthy by following 
the tips below. These steps truly help protect everyone in our school community. 

• Keeping your child at home when they have a fever 100.0°F or higher, vomiting  

or diarrhea or are feeling unwell. 

• Encouraging frequent handwashing 

• Sending your child to school with water bottles when possible 

 
February is also a wonderful time to remind students that kindness, empathy, and looking out for one 

another are just as important as physical health. A smile, a kind word, or helping a friend can go a 
long way toward creating a safe and supportive school environment. 

As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions or concerns about your child’s 
health at school. I am so grateful to partner with our families and staff to care for our students each 
day. Wishing everyone a happy, healthy February! 

 

Spark Your Mind 
By: Michelle Pieczura, Accelerated Learning Teacher                                            

 

 
 
 

The University of Chattanooga sponsors a free program for students to learn about electrical 
engineering by sending four different project kits.   Although most appropriate for grades 3 - 4 with 

parental supervision, they could be done in younger grades with parents.  All students in Grades 1 
and up are eligible to receive the kits.  Students who sign up will receive four hands-on kits and a 
video tutorial to complete the project. 

 
To learn more and register your child, click here:  Link to Register for Spark Your Mind 

 

Math Olympiads  
By: Michelle Pieczura, Accelerated Learning Teacher                                            

 

Congratulations to the Math Olympiad Event 3 Medalists! 
 
Gold:  Robert Redman 

 
Silver:  Joselyn Gregg, Miles Nejdl, Colin Sanford, Thomas Scalf, Luke Tejeda & Holden White 

 
Bronze: Jack Bobrowski, Hall Brannigan, Aidan Dipasquale, Cora Maizan, Larson Rabinowitz &  

https://www.utc.edu/engineering-and-computer-science/academic-programs/electrical-engineering/programs-for-students-teachers-and-community/spark-your-mind


Jacob Waary 

 

PTO Happenings 
By: Callie Alexander, PTO President  

 

After quite an icy storm and school closure, we’re glad to reconnect and share 

this update. We’d like to give a huge shout-out to everyone who contributed to 
our Staff Appreciation Drive! Thanks to your generosity, we raised an amazing 
amount to help make Staff Appreciation Week (February 23rd – 27th) extra special! 

Our staff will truly feel the love! 
 

If you’re interested in helping plan, coordinate, or just participate in this fun week, 
please message Callie Alexander at (208)819-6699. The PTO will also be sharing more details soon 
about all the Staff Appreciation Week festivities.  

 
PTO recently shared a post on Parent Square requesting volunteer help with our upcoming FES Spring 

Open House event on Friday, February 27th. If you’re looking for an opportunity to get involved this 
would be a great help!  

 
Our next PTO meeting will be held on Thursday, February 19th @ 8:45am in the PTO room located in 
room 206.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Lunch Menu 

      

 


