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As we step into February, | want to take a moment to recognize the incredible effort our students, staff,
and families have invested in this school year so far. This is the time of year when routines are steady,
learning is deep, and the finish line—though still months away—begins to come into view. | encourage
each of you to stay focused, stay engaged, and continue giving your best. The growth we see in our
classrooms every day is a direct reflection of your perseverance and your belief in what’s possible.

| also want you to know how truly grateful I am to serve as your superintendent. Visiting classrooms,
talking with students, watching teachers bring lessons to life, and seeing the dedication of our support
staff—these moments remind me daily why | love this work. It is a privilege to lead a district filled
with such talent, compassion, and determination. Let’s continue uplifting one another, celebrating
progress, and moving forward with purpose as we work toward a strong and successful end to the
school year.

Warm regards,

Chris Mathes
Superintendent, South Point Local

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



South Point Local Schools are always striving to improve School Safety so that students can learn in a
safe, nurturing environment. The school district has made an effort to increase and improve safety each
and every year. Some of the recent improvements include:

e  Marc Dutro from Nationwide Children’s Hospital trained South Point Staff on the Project Adam training to individual
teams. South Point Local now has a Project ADAM designation in all of its buildings.

e OSSC Run, Hide, Fight Training with Dustin Conrad and Nathan Skaggs from Ohio School Safety Center during In-
service for the 2025 — 2026 school year with staff.

e We regularly complete drills with guidance from the Ohio School Safety Center and/or local law enforcement to
practice the emergency management plan.

e Each building regularly updates an emergency management plan uploaded on the Ohio School Safety
Center Website that was made in collaboration with Local Law Enforcement and emergency services.

e Resource officer in each building full time.

e Staff completes online Public School Works training yearly to stay up to date and in line with state and federal laws.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/




ABRE-SEL/MH SURVEY

South Point Local School District used ABRE to deliver the SSIS colLab SEL
and mental health survey to students from 3rd to 12th grades. The
information gathered from this survey may be used to get help to
students who are in need of a more intense level of social emotional or
mental health assistance.

SURVEY

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/




PARENT INFORMATION

If you or anyone you know is experiencing homelessness as defined
below, please contact Brian Kidd—South Point Local Homeless Liaison at
740-377-4315.

Definition of homelessness:

The McKinney-Vento law says that homelessness includes individuals who
do not have a fixed, regular and adequate home because they have
lost their own home. This means:

-Individuals who have lost their own home, suffering a financial hardship
or similar reason.

-Individuals who are sharing the housing of others.

-Individuals who are living in hotels or motels or in campgrounds or trailer
parks that are not viewed as year round homes because they do not
have accommodations, such as heat or running water.

-Individuals who are living in emergency shelters or who have been
abandoned in hospitals.

-Individuals who are living in cars, parks, or public spaces.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



GET INVOLVED

Every South Point Local School has a need for volunteers and there is a
wide variety of opportunities available. If you think you would enjoy a
deeper involvement with children, contact the building principal to see
what is available.

Children perform better in school when they know their guardians are
part of the “education team.” Talk to your child’s teacher on a regular
basis. Two parent teacher conference days are provided during the
year at all of our schools. The dates are as follows Wednesday,
November 3, 2025 and Friday, February 12, 2026.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



RESOURCES

-Safer Schools Ohio Anonymous Tip line—Text or Call 844-SAFEROH

-Homeless Education Programs Coordinator Office of Whole Child
Supports Ohio Department of Education (Trish Barnett) — 614-324-7646.

-Human Trafficking Hotline—Text Help to #233733

-Ohio Department of Education Parent Page—
http://education.ohio.gov/Parents

-National Teen Dating Violence Helpline — 1-866-331-9474 or Text LOVEIS
TO 22522

-Smoking, Drugs, and Alcohol tools—http://www.starttalking.ohio.gov/

- Dyslexia supports — https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-
Onhio/Literacy/Dyslexia

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/
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COME JOIN OUR TEAM
SUBSTITUTES

NEEDED IN ALL AREAS

TEACHERS, TEACHER AIDES, BUS DRIVERS, BUS AIDES,
SECRETARIES, FOOD SERVICE, CUSTODIAL AND NURSES.
REQUIREMENTS AND APPLICATION DETAILS CAN BE FOUND
AT https://www.southpoint.kiz.oh.us

UNDER THE PUBLIC INFORMATION TAB AND CLICKING ON
EMPLOYMENT. ANY QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO
THE SOUTH POINT LOCAL BOARD OFFICE AT 740-377-4315.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/
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Attendance

Works
Help Your Child Do Well in School: ‘?

Build the Habit of Good Attendance

hn

Did you know?

» Too many absences in preschool and elementary school can cause children to struggle
socially and academically.

» Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.

* Missing 10% of school (2 days each month) can make it harder to learn to read and do basic math.

Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school — and themselves.
Start building this habit in preschool and through elementary school so they learn right away
that going to school on time, every day, is important.

What you can do
Set a regular bedtime and morning routine.
* Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.

» Keep your child healthy and make sure your child has the required shots.

* Develop backup plans for getting to school if something comes up.

» Monitor your child's absences.

* Try to schedule nonurgent medical appointments and extended trips when school isn't in session.

« If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers, school counselors and other
parents for advice on how to make your child feel comfortable and excited about learning.

* If you are concerned that your child may have a contagious illness, call your school nurse or
health-care provider for advice. Ask the teacher for ideas to support missed learning time.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/




Chronic absence is missing 2+ days every month over the course of a school year.
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Visit Attendance Works at www.attendanceworks.org for free resources

and tools!

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/


http://www.attendanceworks.org/

STATE TESTING INFO FOR
GUARDIANS

Sample test items and practice tests

Both sample items and practice tests allow students to view and answer test questions that are like
those that could appear on state tests. Teachers and parents also may use related resources to help their
students know what to expect.

Log into the Student Practice Site at

https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/families.htmi

e Visit the Students and Families section of the test portal
e Click on the "Student Practice Site™ button to enter the practice site.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



https://oh-ost.portal.cambiumast.com/families.html

e “Guest Session” will appear; you do not need to enter information here.
e Select “sign in.”

e Select a grade level, then click on “yes.”

e Select a specific test or sample item.

hitps://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Testing-Forms-and-
Resources/Parent-Resource-Toolkit#OST

The link above goes to Ohio Department of Education and Workforce's
Parent resource toolkit for Parents and has multiple links on the page
which go to the Ohio State Testing information.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/
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CONNECTING WITH YOUR TEENAGER TO PREVENT DRUG USE

By Partnership to End Addiction

Parents are the biggest influence in a teen’s life. Even though you may feel your child pulling away,
eager for more independence, deep down they still want you involved. A strong bond with your child,
especially during the teen years, helps reduce the chances of them engaging in unhealthy behavior and
helps set the stage for preventing nicotine, alcohol and drug use.

Stay involved

Staying involved and keeping tabs on teens’ activities — both online and off — can be another way of
demonstrating that you care and can help develop a stronger parent-teen relationship. This is especially
true if you communicate the reason why you’re interested in their actions and whereabouts. It’s
important to stress that it’s not to be nosy or intrusive, but rather because you’re interested and care
about them.

Parents often find themselves between a rock and a hard place when raising teens. It’s a delicate
balance respecting your child’s growing independence while still needing to set rules and boundaries.
Finding the right balance requires effective communication, making constant adjustments and staying
in touch with what’s going on in their life.

Some tips to make keeping tabs a seamless part of the routine:

« Share some quality in-person time — without the distraction of electronic devices — whenever
you can: during meals, a walk, while you’re in the car, or simply hanging around at home
together.

o Ask specific questions about their day but convey interest and curiosity, rather than making it
feel like an interrogation: “Who’d you have lunch with today?”, “How was soccer practice?”,
“What’s planned for play rehearsal tonight?”

e When friends are over, pop in to meet them or say hello, and check in periodically.

o Talk to their friends’ parents. If you don’t know them yet, introduce yourself the next time
there’s an opportunity. You can email them, text or call to say hello.

o Ask teachers, coaches and other caring adults in your child’s life how they are doing in school
or with extracurricular activities.

o Connect with the school as a volunteer or in other school-sponsored activities.

« Check in on online and phone activities, especially social media, which also includes having
passwords and scanning apps from time to time.

Your teen may push back, but that’s no reason to back off. Help them understand that you’re involved
because you love and want what’s best for them, not because of a lack of trust.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



Find opportunities for real conversation

Keep in mind that teens say that when it comes to substances, their parents are the most important
influence. That’s why it’s important to talk — and listen — to your teen. So, try to talk. A lot.

Discuss the negative effects of nicotine, alcohol and drugs. Clearly communicate that you do not want
your teen using substances. Talk about the short- and long-term effects drugs and alcohol can have on
their mental and physical health, safety and ability to make good decisions. Explain to your child that
experimenting with drugs or alcohol during this time is risky for their still-developing brain.

o Look for blocks of time to talk. After dinner, before bed, before school or on the way to or from
school and extracurricular activities can work well.

o Take a walk or go for a drive together. With less eye contact, your teen won’t feel like they are
under a microscope.

Approach your talks with openness

o Keep an open mind. If you want to have a productive conversation with your teen, try to keep
an open mind and remain curious and calm. That way, your child is more likely to be receptive
to what you have to say.

e Ask open-ended questions. For a more engaging conversation, you’ll want to get more than just
a “yes” or “no” response from your child.

o Use active listening. Let your teen know they are understood by reflecting back what you hear
— either verbatim or just the sentiment. It works like this: You listen without interrupting (no
matter what), then sum up what you’ve heard to allow them to confirm. Try these phrases:

o “It seems like you’re feeling...”
o “I hear you say you’re feeling...”
o “Am Iright that you’re feeling...”

e Use “I” statements to keep the flow going. “I”” statements let you express yourself without your
teenager feeling judged, blamed or attached. You describe the behavior, how you feel about it
and how it affects you. Then you spell out what you need. Like this:

o “When you don’t come home on time, I worry that something terrible has happened.
What I need is for you to call me as soon as you know you’re going to be late so that I
know you’re okay.”

o “Ifeel like you can’t hear what I have to say when you’re so mad. Then I get frustrated.
I need to talk about this later when we’re both able to listen.”

o “Because I love you and I want to keep you safe, I worry about you going to the
concert. I need to know that you will obey our rules about not drinking or using drugs.”

e “I” statements allow you to use persuasion (not control or blame) to cause a change in their
behavior. You also allow them to help decide what happens next — another key to bonding.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



Offer empathy & support

Let your child know you understand. The teen years can be tough. Acknowledge that everyone
struggles sometimes, but drugs and alcohol are not a useful or healthy way to cope with problems. Let
your child know they can trust you.

Remind your child that you are there for support and guidance — and that it’s important to you that
they’re healthy, happy and make safe choices.

https://www.southpoint.k12.0h.us/



