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2nd Grade NTI: Day 5 
Read the passage and answer the questions that follow. 

 

Eat Your Seeds!       
1     Seeds make great snacks. They are good for you, 
too. Eating seeds gives you energy. They are good for 
your heart and your skin. They are also quick and easy 
to eat. 
 
2       You can’t eat every seed. You have to choose the 
right ones. Some of the best seeds to eat are sunflower 
seeds and pumpkin seeds. Other seeds include nuts 
like pecans and peanuts 
 
3 ​ New plants grow from seeds. When a new plant 
grows, it uses the energy stored inside the seed. Eating 
that seed can put the energy inside you!   
 
4     Seeds are best eaten raw. That means they are not 
cooked. Cooking seeds takes away a lot of the good 
things inside. Look for seeds without salt or sugar, too. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2nd Grade NTI: Day 5 
1.​ Which sentence from the text explains why some seeds are good for 

you?  
a.​  "Seeds are best eaten raw." 
b.​ "New plants grow from seeds." 
c.​  "Eating seeds gives you energy." 
d.​  "You can’t eat every seed." 

 

2.​ In paragraph 4, the word raw means seeds that are __________. 
a.​ salty or sugary 
b.​ not cooked 
c.​ very small 
d.​ grown in a garden 

 
3.​ The author says that seeds are “best eaten raw.” Describe one reason 

the author gives in paragraph 4 to support this claim. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4.​ The author lists different kinds of seeds we can eat.  Label each of the 
following as a “seed” or “nut” according to the description in the 
passage. 
 
Pumpkin     _______________________ 

Pecan         _______________________ 

Sunflower  _______________________ 

Peanut        ________________________ 



2nd Grade NTI: Day 5 
5.​ The author of the text believes that seeds are a healthy and important 

snack.  Write a paragraph with at least 5 sentences explaining why 
someone would choose seeds for a snack. 
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2nd Grade NTI: Day 6 
Read the passage and answer the questions that follow. 

Taki’s Present 
 
1       “Where is my piggy bank?” Taki asked. Tomorrow 
was Mom’s birthday, and he wanted to buy her a 
birthday present. 
 
2       His room was piled with clothes and toys, so he 
put everything away. But he did not find his bank. 
 
3       Next, he went to his brother’s room. It was a mess, 
too. He straightened everything up but found no piggy 
bank. 
 
4       Then he looked for his dad in the kitchen. Dad 
wasn’t there, but the kitchen was a mess. Taki began 
washing the dirty dishes. 
 
5       Just then, his mom walked into the kitchen. “Taki, 
what have you done?” She peered into the boys’ rooms 
and then gave Taki a big hug. “This is the BEST birthday 
present ever!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2nd Grade NTI: Day 6 
 

1.​ Why was Taki looking for his piggy bank at the beginning of the story? 
a.​ He wanted to buy a new toy for his room. 
b.​ He wanted to buy a birthday gift for his mom. 
c.​ He wanted to hide it from his brother. 
d.​ He wanted to count how much money he had. 

 

2.​ The story says the kitchen was a "mess." Based on Taki's actions in 
paragraph 4, name one specific thing he did to fix the mess.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.​  How did Taki’s mother feel when she walked into the kitchen at the end 
of the story? 

a.​ Angry because Taki was making a mess with the dishes. 
b.​ Worried because she could not find the piggy bank either. 
c.​ Surprised and happy because the house was clean. 
d.​ Sad because she did not want a clean house for her birthday. 

 

4.​ In paragraph 3, Taki "straightened everything up” in his brother’s 
room.  What does “straightened everything up” mean in this paragraph? 

a.​ cleaned or put things away 
b.​ made a mess 
c.​ played with his toys 
d.​ broke his piggy bank 

 

 

 

 



2nd Grade NTI: Day 6 
5. In your opinion, was Taki’s cleaning a better gift than something he could 
have bought with money from his piggy bank? Use details from the story to 
support your opinion. 
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2nd Grade NTI: Day 7 
Read the passage and answer the questions that follow. 

Sharks 
 

1       Sharks have been around for over 400 million 
years. There are about 375 kinds of sharks. Sharks 
are important for our oceans. They help clean the 
oceans. They eat older and slower fish and other sea 
animals.  
 
2       People kill more than 200 million sharks every 
year. Some people kill sharks for food or to make 
money. Others think sharks are dangerous. They want 
to get rid of sharks. 
 
3       If we don’t stop killing sharks, they will disappear. 
Then our oceans will not be as healthy. One example of 
how this works is a fish called a cow nose ray. Some 
sharks like to eat rays. Rays like to eat scallops. But 
scallops keep the water clean. If the sharks die, then 
there will be too many rays. The rays will eat too many 
scallops. Then the water will become dirty. 
 

 

 

 

 



2nd Grade NTI: Day 7 
 

1.​ According to Paragraph 1, why are sharks important for our oceans? 
a.​ Because they have been around for 400 million years.  
b.​ Because they help clean the oceans by eating older and slower 

animals.  
c.​ Because there are 375 different kinds of sharks.  
d.​ Because they are dangerous to people. 

 
2.​ Fill in the blank. 

 
 While the whole passage is about sharks, the specific focus of 
Paragraph 2 is about why _________________________ kill sharks. 
 

3.​ Match the word from the text to its meaning based on how it is used in 
the passage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.​ The author says that people kill more than 200 million sharks every 
year. Which two reasons does the author give for why people do this? 

a.​ To keep the water clean.  
b.​ To make money.  
c.​ To help the scallops grow.  
d.​ Because they think sharks are dangerous.  
e.​ To study how long they have lived. 

 
 
 
 
 

disappear harmful or able to hurt you 

dangerous to be gone forever 

healthy strong and clean 



2nd Grade NTI: Day 7 
5.​ In the text "Sharks," the author explains that people kill millions of 

sharks every year, but sharks are very important for keeping our 
oceans clean and healthy. Do you think it is important for humans to 
protect sharks? Write a paragraph with at least 5 sentences to share 
your opinion.  Be sure to include evidence from the passage to support 
your thinking. 
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2nd Grade NTI: Day 8 
Read the passage and answer the questions that follow. 

Rabbit’s Day 

 
1       Rabbit liked to find out things. She hopped through the field and 
the woods looking here and there. Sometimes she got into trouble. 
 
2       One day, she saw a bee fly into a log. “What is that bee doing?” 
she asked herself. When she poked her nose into the log, angry bees 
came out. They buzzed, “Keep out of here! This is our home!”  
 
3       Next, Rabbit saw a cave and looked inside. She saw something 
very big and black. “Go back where you came from!” said the bear. 
“This is my home!” 
 
4       Then Rabbit spotted a hole in the ground. She poked her head 
inside. A snake hissed, “Get away!” 
 
5       Rabbit felt a little sad because no one wanted her company. 
Then she smelled something sweet. She followed the smell back to 
her own home. Her mom said, “Have some nice fresh lettuce with 
me.” 
 

 
 
 



2nd Grade NTI: Day 8 
 

1.​ Why did Rabbit peek into the other animals’ homes?  
a.​ Rabbit was curious about what they were doing. 
b.​ Rabbit got lost on her way home. 
c.​ Rabbit wanted honey at the bee log. 
d.​ Rabbit didn’t want to go home. 

 
2.​ How does Rabbit’s feeling change from the middle of the story to the 

end?  
a.​ She goes from being hungry to being tired.  
b.​ She goes from being brave to being scared of her mom.  
c.​ She goes from feeling sad because no one wanted her company 

to feeling happy at home.  
d.​ She goes from being angry at the bees to being angry at the 

snake. 
 

3.​ Fill in the blank. 
 

At the end of the story, Rabbit learns that her own ____________ is the 
best place to be when she wants to feel welcome. 
 

4.​ Look at the illustration and read paragraph 2 again. How does the 
illustration help you understand why the bees are acting the way they 
are described in the words? 

a.​ The illustration shows the bees are sleeping, which explains why 
Rabbit woke them up.  

b.​ The illustration shows many angry bees flying out of a hole in the 
log, which helps show why they buzzed "Keep out of here!"  

c.​ The illustration shows the bees sharing honey, which explains 
why Rabbit poked her nose in.  

d.​ The illustration shows the bees flying away from the log to find a 
new home. 

 
 
 
 
 



2nd Grade NTI: Day 8 
5.​ In the story "Rabbit’s Day," Rabbit visits many animals in their homes 

and they all ask her to leave.  Write a 5 sentence paragraph about how 
the story would have been different if the animals hadn’t asked Rabbit 
to leave.  You can write about one animal or all of them. 

 

 
 



 
 


