Fort Zeller Elementary School PTO
February Meeting Agenda
Wednesday February 4th, 2026 @ 6:30PM

In attendance: Kirsten Wenger, Anna Shannaman, Haley Wanner, Jessica Bankus,
Mrs. Houck, Nicole Longenecker, Lindsay Hoffman, Becky Rizzo, Emily Santos,
Callie Salem, Erin Horning, Jazmin Yiengst, Lydia Eberly, Trisha Rabold, Madison
Breiner, Robyn Wentzel

Principal’s Report PTO — Mrs. Houck

Winter Benchmark Testing — Completed MCLASS and Linkit!
Spring Math Winter Screener — February 2-6

First Grade — planetarium (THANK YOU!!!)

February Conferences on Feb. 13 (Early Dismissal) — Invitation only
No School on Feb. 16 (President’s Day)

Two-Hour Delay on Feb. 17

Math/STEM Night — Feb. 24 - 5:00-6:30 pm

PBIS & Counselor Report - Mrs. Houck

1. January R.E.A.C.H. Lessons
e Kindergarten: We met a Little Spot of Anger. We learned what to do when
our angry spot gets too big or stays too long.
e 1st: We learned about Growth, Mindset and the Power of YET and what it
means to have a growth mindset.
e 2nd: Second graders talked about diversity and the things that make them
unique.
2. Bee Cards
e January: 522
e Total for the Year: 3,044
3. Think Sheets:
e January: 7 Total: 57

Title | Report - Mrs. Houck

1. Raiders Read this Wednesday (2/04), which is World Read Aloud Day!

2. We are in the early stages of planning Read Across America, which is from
March 2nd-6th. We will continue to celebrate past winners of the Theodor Seuss
Geisel Award. We will also have a reading challenge for the month of March with
prizes given.



3. For Battle of the Books, which is the month of March, we will read books written
by Jonathan Stutzman and illustrated by Heather Fox. Jonathan and Heather will
be presenting at Family Literacy Night and visiting both Jackson and Fort Zeller
at the end of April.

o Unsure if they will be coming to both schools due to cost cuts however,
they will definitely be at literacy night.

Secretary’s Report: Jessica Bankus
e Motion for adoption of the January meeting minutes.
o Anna Shanaman was first to adopt, Haley Wanner was second to approve

Treasurer's Report: Haley Wanner
e Reminder for teachers to please submit their reimbursements. The deadline is
2/27/26.
e Motion for adoption of the January treasurer's report.
o Jessica Bankus was first to adopt, Kirsten Wenger was second to approve

Assemblies: Committee Chair, Trisha Rabold
e NED assembly is 2/20/2026 at 2 pm
o Yo-Yo sheets will be sent home prior to the assembly and due back on
Friday 2/20/2026
o Will check to see about delivery for items ordered after the assembly
m PTO can organize for distribution
e Basketball Program 3/13/26 at 9:30
e Ag Lab in April

Rewards Program: Committee Chair, Kirsten Wenger
e have not received rebate earned yet for the box tops for January

Fundraising: Committee Chair, Anna Shanaman

1. Texas Roadhouse (Wyomissing location) Gift Card and Dine to donate
e Dine to donate - Thurs, Jan 22nd
o Raised $167 - roughly the same as last year
2. Coin Wars - Started February 2nd
Count coins every Friday - 2/6, 2/13, 2/20, 2/27
Announce winners the following Mondays
Winning grade will be announced Mon, Mar 2nd
Needs to be on a day Day 4 or 5 either 3-3 or 3-4
“Snow Day” theme



3. Perfect Candy - Feb 23-Mar 6
e Order forms scheduled to arrive early Feb
e Bags retail for $7, cost to group is $3.15, group makes $3.85 a bag
e \We will pay for delivery and sorting of items as we did last year
e Plan to send orders home the week of Mar 23rd
4. Dutchway Punch Cards - May
e Run the first two weeks of May to send home by end of May
e The price last year was $10 to buy which was a $4 profit. Prices increased
this year and are now $2/punch with a reasonable amount of punches on
each card.
Dutchway needs a minimum of 3 weeks to get order together
Punch cards will have an expiration date of 6 months
Will be waiting for clarification from Dutchway before making a decision on
how much to sell and how many punches will be included on the card
e Will look into other local businesses to see if there would be any interest in
them doing something similar before committing

Book Fair: Committee Chair: Sabrina Tracey

e Request for improved chapter books next book fair
e There will be an opening for a chair member in the fall as Sabrina will be moving
to the IS

Race for Education: Tri-Chairs, Bethany Snyder, Amanda Bashore, Kelly Ulrich
e No new updates at this time

Hospitality: Committee Chair, Lydia Eberly
o Will be getting a treat/gift card from sugar shaker as this week is counseler’s
week
e Ashley at the IS reached out regarding Dutch Valley contributing to a candy
buffer for teacher appreciation week pairing with IS, Fort Zeller and Jackson
e Conferences are next week, doing a nacho bar
o Will be sending out a signup genius

Gingerbread Shop: Co-Chairs, Kirsten Wenger & Becky Rizzo
e No new items

Memory Book: Committee Chair Jazmine Yiengst



e Cover winner was picked and submitted/completed to Lifetouch (Hayden
Marchetti, 2nd grade). She will be receiving a free yearbook
e Yearbook order forms were given and distributed this week
o 22 books sold so far
o Goal/contractis 176
e Mrs. Houck will send an email to teachers to have their pictures uploaded to the
google drive by 3-16-2026
e Pictures need to be submitted to Lifetouch by 4-6-2026
o Field trip photos will not be in the year book as 2nd grade will be held after
the due date.

Fun in the Sun: Committee Chair Erin Horning
e Quote for 2 bounce houses, obstacle course and generators needed = $1314.31
e Richland Library will be attending to read to children
o Will plan to read indoors this year again due to bees and bee stings from
previous years
e Ice Shack quote will be available at the end of February
o Last year with bowls, spoons, etc quote was $337
e Previous years we have gotten Six 3 gallon italian ice which leaves leftovers. Will
drop down to four 3 gallons.

Old Business:
e \We had 158 total guests to the roller skating party and paid for 57 skate rentals.
It was a fun morning with great attendance!

New Business:
e 2nd grade posters for gifts this year
o Will need pictures before field trips as 2nd grade is the week before the
end of the school year this year
o PTO taking pictures of the students or having teachers/Mrs. Houck get
class pictures on a day when all students are present
e Mrs. Houck addressed that we need a committee for the playground to discuss
future plans. We currently have 2 out of 3 needed quotes.
o Look at bigger companies for donations.
o Large fundraiser or Race for Education
o Outside grants
o ELCO foundation

Next Meeting: March 4th, 2026 in the Fort Zeller Library. Meeting Adjourned at 7:15 pm



