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Guest Speaker Fact Sheet

Utilizing guest speakers to enhance learning is a structured Career Awareness initiative within North Kansas
City Schools’ College and Career Pathways. This approach involves students engaging with presentations to

gain insights into the speaker's career, business, organization, and industry. Through interactive discussions,
students evaluate whether they are inclined to pursue a career in the presented field.

Designed to align with specific educational objectives, guest speaker presentations are curated to be
educationally enriching and closely integrated with the curriculum. They bridge the gap between classroom
learning and real-world application, fostering a tangible connection between students' academic endeavors
and the professional landscape. While these presentations typically take place within the school
environment, North Kansas City Schools’ College and Career Pathways also leverage virtual platforms, such
as: Zoom, WebEx, Microsoft Teams, and other relevant technologies to facilitate guest speaker sessions. This
allows for remote classroom visits and enriches the learning experience through a virtual classroom setting.

e Offer insight into potential career opportunities and employment prospects.

e Present an authentic portrayal of various occupations, including their impact on the community and
the diverse career pathways pursued by their workforce.

e Establish a clear link between classroom learning and real-world applications in the professional arena.

e Facilitate informed career planning for students.

e Provide a platform for students to actively listen, absorb information, and engage in question-and-
answer sessions.

e Facilitate the initial stages of students' career exploration by allowing them to identify areas of
personal interest.

e Foster understanding regarding the educational and training requirements essential for specific jobs,
career trajectories, and entry points into various industries.

e Thorough classroom preparation, encompassing industry research and a comprehensive understanding
of the participating businesses.

e Facilitating employer orientation and continued support to ensure a cohesive learning experience.

e Providing avenues for students to reflect on their encounters, both through verbal discussions and
written reflections.

e Crafting personalized individual career development and training plans tailored to each student's
aspirations and growth.

e Mapping out forthcoming work-based learning activities to provide students with a glimpse into their
potential career journeys.

e Guiding students in identifying their next steps, ensuring a seamless transition from their current
educational phase into the world of professional opportunities.

Guest speaker presentations are one activity in the continuum of authentic work-based experiences
provided to all students engaged in our College and Career Pathways in the district.

Resources were collected, developed, and provided by: ConnectED: The National Center for College and Career; New York City Department of Education; and College and Career teams
in North Kansas City School District.
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Guest Speaker Support Materials

e Coordinator Guest Speaker Checklist
e Student Guest Speaker Checklist

e Teacher Guest Speaker Tip Sheet

e Employer Guest Speaker Tip Sheet

e Employer Guest Speaker Fact Sheet
e Guest Speaker Virtual Options Sheet

e Employability Skills Profile Example
e Employment Skills Leadership Development Event

e Guest Speaker Research Activity
e Guest Speaker Student Reflection
e Virtual Guest Speaker (Pathful Connect Quick Start Guide for 7-12 Grade Teachers)

Within the context of North Kansas City Schools and College and Career Pathways, the effectiveness of
Guest Speaker programs is underscored by a well-structured approach encompassing activities before,
during, and after the experience. Adhering to these guidelines ensures meaningful engagements that lead
to enhanced learning outcomes.

e Thorough Planning and Preparation: Initiate the process with meticulous planning and
preparation.

e Logistical Attention: Address logistical aspects to ensure smooth execution.

e Transparent Communication: Maintain open communication with all involved parties.

e Optimize Learning Opportunities: Maximize the potential for enriched learning experiences.

e Enhance Awareness: Place emphasis on cultivating heightened awareness.

e Classroom Integration: Establish connections to the classroom curriculum.

e Student and Supervisor Support: Provide adequate support for both students and supervisors.

e Encourage Reflection: Foster a culture of student reflection.

The sustenance and expansion of Guest Speaker programs, along with other work-based learning
activities, hinge on the establishment and nurturing of positive relationships with participating employers.
These valuable partners should be treated as esteemed collaborators, requiring consistent check-ins to
address evolving participation requirements. This proactive approach ensures a mutually beneficial
collaboration that contributes to the growth and success of the overall program.

Resources were collected, developed, and provided by: ConnectED: The National Center for College and Career; New York City Department of Education; and College and Career teams
in North Kansas City School District.



