
Sarah’s challenges over the past 
year have encompassed more than 
just her health.
Because of her compromised immunity, Sarah could not 
continue working throughout her treatment. After six 
months on leave, she lost her job. She and her husband 
were soon living on a single income and faced with 
mounting bills and expenses. That’s when Sarah’s social 
worker informed her about the Oncology Bridge Fund.

Research shows a patient’s ability
to heal is significantly affected by
the stability of their environment.

Gifts to the Oncology Bridge Fund make a direct and 
immediate impact on patients, like Sarah, who are
struggling with basic needs as they undergo cancer 
treatments.

• A $50 donation provides gift cards to help
patients and their families with grocery bills.

• A gift of $75 provides financial assistance for 
monthly utility bills to ensure a safe, stable
environment for our patients.

• A contribution of $100 provides 25 bus rides or 
four $25 gas cards to help patients get to and 
from their doctor appointments.

Every penny of every gift is directed locally to help
cancer patients and their families in Franklin County
and neighboring counties, allowing them to focus on 
their health and treatments.

Guidelines

Description & Purpose: The Caston Stewart Fund was established by Tommy 
Stewart & Cathy Dischner to ensure the future of nursing at WellSpan Health in 
Adams County. As retired nurses, Tommy & Cathy understand the importance of 
building a pipeline of nurses to serve the growing, Adams County community. The 
hope for this scholarship is that it will help a young person start their career in 
nursing.  

Amount of Award: 
• $2,500 to an Adams County High School Senior pursuing a degree in nursing.

Qualifications: 
• Must be a High School senior in Adams County.
• One letter of recommendation from a teacher, guidance counselor, or school

administrator.
• Accepted to an accredited nursing program. Show proof of acceptance.

Selection Process: Blinded essays will be rated with established rubric using 
essay criteria for a non-biased selection process. 

Notification: Scholarship winners will be notified in Spring of 2026.

Completed application and essay returned by March 20, 2026, to  contact 
Kim Shank, Director of Clinical Development at kshank@wellspan.org. 

If you would like more information about careers at WellSpan Health, visit 
www.joinwellspan.org. 

For questions about the scholarship, please contact Kim.
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The Oncology Bridge Fund, established by the Summit Health Foundation, provides financial 
assistance for cancer patients in need who live in Franklin County and neighboring communities.

Cancer patients face so much more than just their diagnosis.
Patients often deal with:

• Loss of a job or insurance.
• Difficulty paying high cost co-pays and medications.
• Missed paychecks due to sickness.
• Reduced job hours for caregiver spouses.

A cancer diagnosis can turn a person's world upside down. An additional diagnosis of COVID for 
patients like Sarah, adds another layer of complexity and worry.

Though her journey has not been easy, Sarah says team of doctors, nurses, and staff at WellSpan’s
Cancer Center in Chambersburg, in addition to financial assistance from the Oncology Bridge Fund, 
has carried her through every step of the way.

The Oncology Bridge Fund is just an incredible
program. We have received grocery gift cards
to purchase nutritious food, so I can maintain
a healthy diet—which is just so important for 
beating cancer. We’ve also received assistance
with our monthly electric bills. It has relieved 
a great deal of stress and I am so grateful.

– Sarah, a grateful patient

A self-exam in 2020 led to Sarah’s eventual diagnosis of breast cancer. She began 12 weeks of 
chemotherapy, but her treatment came to a halt when she contracted COVID-19.

“I was hospitalized for three days to receive intensive antibiotics and an infusion of antibodies,”
recalls Sarah. “It was a tough time.”

After several weeks off to recover from COVID, Sarah resumed and completed her chemotherapy.

Essay Requirements

Read the following guidelines to use when writing you essay. These guidelines 
were created so that the reading of essays can be done as efficiently as 
possible and failure to follow these guidelines could mean that you would not 
be considered for the Caston Stewart Scholarship.

• Limit essay to two (2) double-spaced pages.
• You must have at least 1-inch margins (left, right, top, & bottom).
• Use a font (no smaller than 11pt) that is easily readable.

Essay Content
1. What is your past and/or present work and/or volunteer engagement in the

community?
2. Why are you pursuing a degree in Nursing?
3. What do you believe to be the most important qualities and/or traits make

an effective/efficient/good nurse?
4. Career aspirations and/or goals upon completion of educational program.
5. Upon graduation, what is your intention to serve patients of the Adams

County community?

Completed application and essay returned by March 20, 2026, to Kim 
Shank, Director of Clinical Development at kshank@wellspan.org. 

For questions about the scholarship, please contact Kim.
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Application

General Information

Full Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
First    M.I.    Last

Current Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: _____________ ZIP: ________________ 

Email: _______________________________ Phone: __________________________ 

College/ University Planning to Attend: ______________________________________ 

Major: _______________________ Minor (If Applicable):_______________________ 

Expected Date of Graduation: _____ / _____

Applicant Release Authorization

I certify that to the best of my knowledge this information is true, complete, and 
accurate. I authorize the release of information to confirm and/or verify this application, 
and I authorize WELLSPAN HEALTH to use a quote or sentence from my essay in any 
WELLSPAN HEALTH publications (such as a newsletter or donor report), 
understanding that WELLSPAN HEALTH will try to notify me of any such use prior to its 
publication.

Student Signature: _____________________________ Date: _________ __ 

 Parent Signature: ______________________________ Date:____________

Application Deadline: March 20, 2026 
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