
9th Grade 
Guidance
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6



Congratulations!!!!

You have completed your first semester of High School!



The Transcript

Official Record of All 
Grades earned, 
Numeric Average, 
courses taken and 
credit earned.

This is what colleges 
will receive

Please review for 
errors (missing credit 
from middle school or 
summer school, 
incorrect name 
spelling, etc.)  

This record is 
permeant.  All grades 
earned are recorded.  

Your transcript can 
be found in the IC 
Portal under 
“Documents” then 
“Transcript”



Credits



Understanding Credit
You should have at least 3 credits now

Each class you pass (regardless of the subject) earns 0.5 credits

Course Credit

English 0.5

Math 0.5

Science 0.5

Social Studies 0.5

Elective 0.5

Elective 0.5

Total 3.0



Understanding Credit
3.0 credits earned per semester and 6.0 per year

A total of 24 credits can be earned

9th Grade

Fall Spring

3.0 3.0

Total 6.0

12th Grade

Fall Spring

3.0 3.0

Total 6.0

10th Grade

Fall Spring

3.0 3.0

Total 6.0

11th Grade

Fall Spring

3.0 3.0

Total 6.0



Understanding Credit
Why does credit matter?

Each class you pass (regardless of the subject) earns 0.5 credits

Promotion Is Determined by Credit

  9TH          10TH     5 credits 

  10TH         11TH    11 credits

  11TH         12TH    17 credits

  GRADUATION      23 credits

This is assessed in May (at the end of school) 

and August (at the end of summer)



Understanding Credit
What if I fail a course?

Counselors start calling students in for recovery in the 2nd week of school each term

Fail A Class? Make it Up!

• Put class on schedule next year

• Summer School (FVS, GAVS or Face-to-Face)

• Credit Recovery (Not accepted by NCAA)

Athletes & Credits
Athletes must be on track for promotion and 
must have passed 5 out of 6 classes in the term 
prior to the sport to meet eligibility.  

Remember:

• Semesters do not average.

• Credit is determined at the 
end of each semester. 

 

• Retaking a class does not 
replace the failing grade. 
Grades for all attempted 
classes are shown on the 
transcript. 



Course 
Requirements



Graduation Requirements
English(4)

Required:

• Lit I

• Lit II (EOC)

• 2 Additional Courses:

• 11th Lit/Amer Lit,
•  AP Lang, Dramatic   

•  Writing, or DE English

• Multi Lit or Dramatic 
Writing,, AP Lit, or DE 
English 

Science(4)
Required: 
▪ Biology
▪ Earth Systems or Env 

Sci or Chemistry
▪ Physics 

1 Additional Courses:
▪ Earth Systems, 

Chemistry, Forensic 
Science, 
Environmental Sci, or 
AP Science or other 
approved courses

Social Studies(3)
Required:

• Amer Gov or AP Gov

• World History or AP 

World Hist 

• US History or AP US 

History 

• Economics or

       AP Economics

Math(4)
Required: 

• Algebra C & C

• Geometry C & C

• Algebra II C & C

• Pre Cal or Adv. Financial Alg

Honors:

• Algebra C & C H

• Geometry C & C H

• Algebra II C & C H or Enhanced 
Advanced/AP PreCal 

• AP PreCal or AP Calculus or AP 
Stats or DE Math

Accelerated Honors/AP Track:

• Geometry C & C H (Algebra 
taken in 8th grade)

• Algebra II C & C H or Enhanced 
Advanced/AP PreCal 

• AP PreCal or AP Calculus or AP 
Stats or

• AP Calculus, or AP Stats or 
Georgia Tech Math

Health & 
Personal Fitness (1)
• Health
• Personal Fitness
 

CTAE/Fine Arts/World 
Lang(3)
• Any combination of the 

three
• 2yrs World Lang (Needed 

for college. Not needed 
to graduate HS.)

Electives(4)
• 4 courses of your choice

23 CREDITS NEEDED TO GRADUATE



Your counselor has made a plan for your requirements
(You should plan too!)

# of 

Periods

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

1 Math Course:

Algebra 1

Math Course:

Geometry

Math Course:

Adv Algebra

Math Course:

Adv Financial Algebra

2 Science Course: 

Biology 

Science Course:

Environmental Science

Science Course:

Earth Systems

Science Course:

Physics

3 Social Studies Course: 

American Govt (.5)

Health (.5)

Social Studies Course:

World History

Social Studies Course:

US History

Social Studies Course:

Economics

4 English Course:

Lit I

English Course: 

Lit II

English Course:

11th Amer Lit

English Course:

Multicultural Lit

5 CTAE Course Y1:

Fnd of Engineering

CTAE Course Y2:

Engineering Concepts

CTAE Course Y3:

Engineering Applications

6 Spanish 1 Spanish 2

Check off each of 
the following:

Math:
__Algebra I (1.0)
__Geometry (1.0
__Algebra II (1.0)
__4th Math course of 
    choice (1.0)

Science: 
__Biology (1.0)
__Earth Systems or 
    Env Science or 
    Chemistry (1.0)
__Physics (1.0)
__4th Science course of     
     choice (1.0)

Social Studies:
__American Gov (0.5)
__World History (1.0)
__US History (1.0)
__Economics (0.5)

English:
__Literature I(1.0)
__Literature II (1.0)
__English course of 
     choice (1.0)
__English course of 
    choice (1.0)

Health & PE:
__Health (0.5)
__Personal Fitness (0.5)

CTAE/FA/WL 
(3.0 credits needed total-
any combination)
__ World Lang (2.0 credits
     needed for most     
     colleges)
__CTAE Pathways require 
    3.0 in the same area.
__Fine Arts (1.0 credits   
     required by some 
     colleges) 

Elective Courses
__ 4.0  Electives (courses 
      not listed  above)

Example Plan

Remember you can complete a waiver for personal fitness(see waiver form on CHS website)



Scheduling
FOR 2026 - 2027



Registration 
Timeline



Registration 
Timeline



Scheduling dates and 
opportunities for Questions

January 26 – 30 
-Students talk with teachers about academic course placement

February 9 – 20
-Each 9th – 11th grade students meets individually with their counselor to review 
their schedule.  This meeting is called a One-to-One.  Changes can be made to 
the schedule requests during this meeting (plan to attend summer school, plan 
to do dual enrollment, change elective, submit, course waiver, etc).  

February 23 – 27
-Parents are able to set up virtual appointments to review the full schedule of 
requests and make changes as needed.  



Typical 10th Grade Schedule

•      World History (1.0)

•       Lit II (1.0)

• Env. Sci  or Chemistry(1.0)

• Geometry C & C  or Geom H or Adv. Alg H or 
Enhanced Advanced/AP PreCal 1.0)

• W. Lang or Elective (1.0)

• Elective (1.0)
  



Typical 11th Grade Schedule

• 11th Amer Lit (1.0)

•     US History (1.0)

• Earth Systems or Physics or AP Science (1.0)

• Algebra II or Adv Algebra C & C H or Enhanced 
Advanced/AP PreCal Or PreCal(1.0)

• W. Lang or Elective (1.0)

• Elective (1.0)



Typical 12th Grade Schedule

• AP Lit or Dual Enrollment(1.0)

•    US History  or AP US History(1.0)

• Physics or AP Science(1.0)

• Adv. Financial Algebra or PreCal or AP PreCal or AP 
Calculus or Dual Enrollment Math(1.0)

• W. Lang or Elective (1.0)

• Elective (1.0)



Things to 
consider 
when 
choosing 
courses

•Do your research! What courses do you 
need for the colleges you want to 
attend?  What are their requirements?

• Example: 1 credit of fine arts, 3rd year of a World 
Language, Chemistry, etc. 

•You can't replace a graduation 
requirement with a non-required course, 
but you can plan to make room for that 
course.

• Example: If you want to take AP Computer Sci next 
school year (while keeping both World Language and 
Band) you would need to take one of your academic 
classes in the summer (not the summer after)

•Cannot skip the order of sequence
• Example:  You can't take US History before you take 

World History.



Changes…
Online courses

-students are allowed up to two online courses 

-during the school year, students must take Fulton Virtual if the course is 
available before Georgia Virtual is used.

-students must complete a contract during by the deadline in the Spring 
(February 27th) to take an online course during the 26-27 school year.

-we will not allow students to change to online courses after the deadline.  
This is for the full 26-27 school year.

Senior Course Reduction
-Seniors can no longer reduce their schedule by one course in the 4th year of 
school.  This was for older students, but good to know for course planning.  



Consider Your Overall Load
• Think about the courses you are taking now. Is your load too 

light or too heavy?

• If it is too light, consider adding a more rigorous 
course for next school year

• If it is too heavy, consider a less rigorous course for 
next school year

• Consider your life outside of school.  What is the demand on 
your time?

• Sports/Clubs/Volunteering

• Work

• Family responsibilities

• Make sure what you are planning is achievable FOR YOU

You must balance!  Take the highest course level you can without 
compromising the GPA or your sanity!



Dual 
Enrollment



Dual Enrollment (DE)

• Interested students can go to chattahoochee.weebly.com for specifics. 

•Rising 10th grade students are eligible to take college courses for FREE at local technical 
colleges (Gwinnett Tech)

•Students must fill out the DE Interest Form on the CHS website to indicate that they wish to 
apply for dual enrollment.  Completing this form will allow the student to been added to the 
Dual Enrollment Canvas that provides step-by-step directions for applying.

• If you plan to take any courses at a college next school year, please check the admissions 
requirements on the  Gwinnett Tech website. 

 Gwinnett Tech: https://www.gwinnetttech.edu/dualenrollment/ 

•Successful DE students are highly motivated, self-starters, organized and not dependent on 
recovery options to pass classes.

•College courses will not be added to verifications until students have completed the Fulton 
County Contract and have APPLIED to the college.

• If you missed the dual enrollment meeting last week, the presentation is posted on our 
counseling page and on the DE website.  

Deadline to apply for Fall: March 31, 2026



HOPE 
Scholarship



HOPE SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS

• Must earn a 3.0 HOPE GPA in high school.

• The HOPE award amount varies for each school and is a 
percentage amount of the standard tuition charges from the 
previous year (view the chart on GAFutures to find award 
amounts).
• Mandatory fees are covered
• Institutional fees are paid by the student

• HOPE Scholarship recipients must maintain a 3.0 GPA   
throughout college at various checkpoints.  



Zell Miller Scholarship Requirements

(1) Graduate as the valedictorian or salutatorian
    - OR –

(2) Earn a 3.7 GPA in high school, AND either

• Earn a 1200 combined score of Reading and Math on a single administration of the SAT
    or 

• Earn a composite score of 26 on a single administration of the ACT by your graduation 
date.

At an eligible public postsecondary institution, 100% of the standard 
tuition charges (view chart on GAFutures to find award amounts). 

*Zell Miller Scholarship recipients must maintain a  3.3 GPA throughout college at various checkpoints.
*Students who drop below a 3.3 GPA in can still be eligible for HOPE if they maintain a 3.0 GPA.



For Example:  
If a student completes 1.0 credit of Algebra 2, 1.0 credit of Adv Financial Algebra, 1.0 credit of Physics, & 1.0 credit 

of Spanish 2, then student meets HOPE Rigor 

Requirements according to GA Student Finance Commission: HOPE Rigor List

https://www.gafutures.org/media/apofcfmn/rigor-list-september-2025.pdf


HOPE Grant Program

• No minimum GPA required out of high school!

• The HOPE Grant program(which is separate from the HOPE 
Scholarship) is for students seeking certification or diploma from a 
technical college or technical division, regardless of the student's high 
school grade point average.

• Full-time enrollment is not required.

• HOPE Grant award amount will cover a portion of a student's tuition. 
(view chart on GAFutures to find award amounts).

* HOPE Grant recipients must maintain a 2.0 GPA at certain checkpoints, 
in order to maintain eligibility.

See the Technical College System of Georgia for more details



HOPE Career Grant Program

For more details, click here.

https://www.tcsg.edu/free-tuition/


Numeric Average vs. 
GPA



Fulton County 
Numeric Average

HOPE 
GPA

100pt scale
4.0 scale

A=4.0, B=3.0, C=2.0, F=0.0

All final grades are included 
(middle school, academic/core, electives, 

etc)

Academic/Core courses 
(English, Math, Science, Social Studies & 
World Language) taken in high school, 

& Academic electives (Ex: Debate, 
Yearbook, Newspaper, Sociology, & Math 
Support), and some Career Tech classes 

(Ex: Essentials of Healthcare,  
AP Comp Sci A, AP Comp Sci Principles)

Weighted 
(7 points added to final passing grade for 

each Honors, AP, & College course)

Unweighted 
(7 honors points are removed before 

converted to the 4.0 scale, but additional 
0.5 quality points added to AP & college 

courses, up to a 4.0)

Calculated by Fulton County
Posted on high school transcript

Calculated by Georgia Student Finance 
Commission at the end of high school

Available on http://www.gafutures.org



SchooLinks



SchooLinks (in Classlink)
You must complete your onboarding and “To Do’s” by One-to-Ones!



Questions?
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