Delivering

[ ] [ ]
high school Hichland

page ata time! ISSUE #7 Thursday February 12, 2026 the online Rampage.

V_ LE TI ES

Freshmen Katelyn Vertullo, Emery Wygant,
Emily Schmitt, and Emmy Amato

Freshman Avery Wait, Senior Camila Rand,
Freshman Claire Rusceltti, and freshman
Addison Kalpakis

Photos edited by Marianna Zahorchak using Adobe Photoshop




PINE-RICHLAND RAMPAGE-page 2

ISSUE #7 February 12, 2026

Opinion

Extracurricular Spotlight
My View on Mock Trial

JACK PETULLA STAFF WRITER

The PR Mock Trial had their two trial dates
set for Thursday January eighth and the
weekend of January tenth through eleventh. I

am on the mock trial team and wanted to give a

behind the scenes look at what that club looks
like.

The meetings started in September and

happened every Wednesday. They covered what

the trials will look like. They gave a basic

understanding of what a mock trial is, and how

areal trial works. There was usually a slide
presentation that was presented by a senior.
These presentations can range from opening

speeches to objections to court room decorum.

These were not the most fun but were very
important, especially if it was your first year in
mock trial.

Then, the case was released. We get a new
case every year that is very different from last
year. This year the case was about an

accusation of a doctor committing malpractice.

Everyone had to read all of the affidavits and
then were assigned to teams. The teams were
split up into three big groups, with each big
group split into two sides. Once you got your
group, you discussed who will be on what side.
If you think one side had a better case than the
other, you should’ve picked that side.
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PR Mock Trial 2024-25 team at Pitt
Provided by: PR Mock Trial Instagram

Then everyone chose their roles. Some decide to
be a witness, who use their acting skill on the stand.
Others were good with the law and arguing so they
wanted to be a lawyer. After they picked their role
they started to get to work. There were many parts
that went into a case and each had to be taken care
of. From the opening statement to the direct/cross
examinations, to the closing argument. The students
worked on these for a majority of the time in mock
trials.

Finally, after all this time, it’s trial day. Trial days
can be super stressful, but with the right preparation,
they were like a big game you've been practicing for
months. It goes without saying that the trials were
the most fun part, but they are only fun if you are
confident and put in the work.

Mock Trial is a fun club for all students, and can
teach you about the court of law.
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Galentine’s Day was created by the fictional character Leslie Knope (played by Amy Poehler) in a 2010
episode of the NBC sitcom Parks and Recreation (Season 2, Episode 16). It is celebrated annually on
February 13th as a day for "ladies celebrating ladies," focusing on female friendship, brunch, and gift-giving.
It is a chance for single and taken friends - typically, but not always, female - to come together to embrace
womanhood by sending fond messages, meeting and exchanging gifts. Basically, it is the friendship version
of Valentine's Day.

With more than 200,000 TikTok videos using the hashtag Galentine's, the day's popularity has increased
over the last few years. There are no rules for holding a Galentine's celebration; however, the events are
usually pink-themed, with an emphasis on aesthetically pleasing decorations and matching pajamas. Here
are some fun ideas for Galentine’s Day:

1. Charcuterie
& Sweels:
Build a
festive board
with cheeses,
meats, and
heart-shaped
treats. This
has always
been a
classical hit
no matter
what holiday
itis. I've
always
enjoyed it,
and I know
plenty of
people who
do as well.

2. Movie Marathon: Pick
a theme (rom-coms,
favorite movies) with
blankets and themed
snacks. Again, another
classic. This could create
a cozy vibe with
blankets, themed snacks
(popcorn, candy,
mocktails/cocktails), and
a curated list of
feel-good films like
Bridesmaids, Legally
Blonde, or Clueless,
adding fun elements like
PJ themes, DIY spa
stations, or friendship
bracelet making to
celebrate female
friendships.

3. Baking/Decorating
Party: Decorate mini
cakes, cookies, or even
make your own
custom tea blends.
You could set up a fun
station with
pre-baked cakes or
cookies, various
frostings (pink/red),
sprinkles, candies,
and piping tools for a
DIY dessert bar,
complemented by
pink/red decor, photo
ops, signature
cocktails (like
sparkling rosé), and
cute takeaways like
favor bags for guests
to enjoy their
creations later.

4. Fondue Night: Cheese or
chocolate fondue with various
dippers. It could be set up both
sweet (chocolate) and savory
(cheese) fondues with a variety of
dippers like fruits, breads, pretzels,
veggies, and meats, add festive
decor with pinks, reds, and flowers,
and play fun games or enjoy
conversations with prompts to
create an interactive, memorable
night celebrating friendship.

i

Galentine’s Day

Provided By: Google
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5. Spa Day/Mani-Pedi: Book a 6. Craft Class: Try a painting,
group spa day or get manicures pottery, candle making, or
and pedicures together. For a jewelry-making class. For a
Galentine's Day mani-pedi spa Galentine's Day craft class, try
day, you can either book a group DIY projects like painting
session at a salon with themed glasses/mugs, making custom
drinks and festive nail art or jewelry/charms, decorating
create a DIY spa at home with face cookies, arranging flowers, or
masks, cozy robes, DIY sugar creating vision boards,
scrubs, and a fun nail bar focusing on fun, friendship, i
OH, IT'S ONLY THE BEST DAY
featuring various polishes, files, and sweet treats in pink/red : OF THE YEAR.
and nail art stickers, all while themes to make memorable,
enjoying music, snacks, and personalized gifts or
catching up with your besties. keepsakes. Provided By: Google

Song Sung Blue
A Tragic Movie Featuring A True Story

GRACE LOGUE STAFF WRITER

This movie features two main characters, Mike performing Diamond's

and Claire Sardina, played by Hugh Jackman and
Kate Hudson. They are a Milwaukee couple who

professionally impersonated Neil Diamond through Were able to join as a
family including Claire’s

son and daughter,

music in 2006.
Despite this, they

the 1980s and early 2000s. The couple went by
“Lightning And Thunder” and once even opened for

the victorious Pearl Jam at Summerfest in 1995. Rachel and Dayna
Mike and Claire fell in love almost immediately Cartwright from a

when they met. They got married during a previous relationship

performance break at the Wisconsin State Fair. with Mike’s daughter

The two had many highs and lows that included a  Angelina. Together,
traumatic accident that set their career back and  they created a family.

they had to remain persistent in their reach to the This true story almost
top. led me to tears and the

With the help of their musical connection built actors were phenomenal when interpreting the true
from their love as a couple and Neil Diamond, the tragedies this couple had to experience while staying
two reached up once more. together to support each other along the way. I

Unfortunately the movie ends in a life-changing recommend this movie for the music, comedy,
tragedy that forced their fame to a halt while triumphs, and realistic life struggles.
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On Thursday, January 22, the Pittsburgh
Penguins wasted no time setting the tone
against the Edmonton Oilers. Anthony
Mantha opened the flood gates for the
Penguins with a tipped in pass from Justin
Brazeau only two minutes and twenty
seconds into the game. Just 22 seconds later,
Mantha got his second of the night on a
breakaway to make it 2-o Pens. Sidney Crosby
added a third goal two minutes and 57
seconds into the game to complete a
37-second goal burst, the fastest three goals
in Penguins history!

In the second period, Edmonton finally
got on the board when Jake Walman
scored a short-handed goal, cutting the
deficit to 3-1. However, the Penguins blew
that candle out very quickly. Rickard
Rakell added a fourth goal to the board on
a delayed penalty with a shot from the left
side. Later in the period, Evgeni Malkin
scored a backhand goal to make it 5-1
Penguins. Pittsburgh’s strong puck
movement and smart play put them above
Edmonton all night long.

In the third, Egor Chinakhov scored
one last goal for the Penguins to make it
6-1. Edmonton’s Matt Savoie scored late
in the period but this only served as a
consolation for the Oilers as the
Penguins went on the win 6-2.

The Penguins kept their momentum for the entire
night which is why they came out on top.

Overall, Pittsburgh’s fast start and depth scoring
showcased a full team performance, pushing their
win streak to three straight. This is exactly what the
Penguins need as their roadtrip continues.

POLAR PLUNTGE: Once again, the members
of Best Buddies are participating in the
2026 Polar Plunge outside lcrisure Stadium
on February 27 th . dHelp them reach thein
goal of 510,000 for the Special Olympics.
Scan the code on your screen or on the
posterns located through the school to make a
donation.
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theater teacher Mrs. Bruno to
participate as a “mini” in

This year’s musical,
"Chicago," marks a turn from

"Mamma Mia!" "42nd Street,"
and "EIf." With its darker
themes, "Chicago" is not the
“average” musical the
audience may expect.
Instead, it adopts a sassy,

musicals back in fifth grade.
Wallace followed in the
footsteps of her older siblings,
and Duckworth made the leap
from volleyball to musical
theater during "Mamma Mia!"

scandalous tone and during her sophomore year.

critiques fame and justice. Barcaskey said he was “forced”

Some cast members were into his first musical in fifth

interviewed by PR’s grade, but quickly grew
inspired by the older
performers he admired.

Others found their way more
unexpectedly. Napolitano, a
former spring track athlete and
former competitive dancer,
joined on a whim, eager to “go

back to her roots” and try

journalism class on
Thursday, January 22nd.
These cast members
included seniors Aubrey
Myers, Emma Wallace, Elise
Duckworth, Conor
Barcaskey, Sienna
Napolitano, Brendan Plowey,

realized it could become a true
passion. Fuchs had been involved
since fourth grade and, after a middle
school hiatus due to scheduling,
knew he would return during high
school. As for Prisuta, she developed
a love for musical theater at a very

young age, with her first
performance being at 5 years old.

Her passion for performing has
taken her from local to national
productions, and she is grateful to be
a part of such an impressive show at
the high school level.

The cast emphasized that musical

something new.
Jakovac said she always had a
passion for theater, sparked by

Sophia Priore, Colby Fuchs,
as well as juniors Julia
Jakovac and Loren Prisuta.
Setin the 1920s, "Chicago" elementary school musical
tours that made the experience
look exciting. Plowey began on
the stage crew in his
sophomore year before friends
encouraged him to audition.

Priore described herself as a

follows Roxie Hart, a woman
driven by her desire for fame
and public admiration, no

matter the cost. ) i
theater is far more intense than many

realize. Rehearsals run Monday
through Thursday, with some Fridays

For many cast members,
their journey to the stage
“wild child” performer, and had
long been told she belonged in
musicals and eventually

began years ago. Myers

added as opening night approaches.
recalls being invited by PR pening night app
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Tech week is from 3 to 8
pm, and with about 66 cast
members (larger than last
year), coordination is
essential. Dance, especially
with Fosse choreography, has
been a major challenge.

One tap-heavy number, “We
Both Reached for the Gun,”
shows this difficulty.
Napolitano added that
performing on stage while
singing is very different from a
traditional dance class and that
accountability is important, as
one mistake can affect
everyone.

Despite the pressure, the
cast repeatedly described the
group as a family. Myers called
it exactly that, while Jakovac
emphasized how supportive

‘the seniors are of one another,

and how bittersweet it is knowing
that this exact group will never
perform together again.

“Welcoming new people is just
as important as appreciating the
people who are here now,” she
said.

Prisuta added her thoughts as
well, sharing that junior year
really emphasizes the shift from
follower to leader.

“I want to make it my goal to
have a tight-knit, family bond as a
cast and crew. It’s one thing to put
on a good show, but when
connections between the cast and
crew are real and electric, it
brings an energy to the
performance that will be
unmatched,” she said.

When asked about their favorite

musicals, some answers were The
Lion King at the Benedum,
Hadestown, Hamilton, Aladdin on
Broadway, Les Miserables, Wicked,
Moulin Rouge, and The Outsiders.
Several cast members also named
dream roles or shows they hope to
perform in someday, from Into the
Woods to Hamilton to The Sound of
Music.

Looking ahead, many plan to
continue pursuing theater in some
way. Barcaskey hopes to audition for
NYU’s acting program, with
journalism as a backup. Prisuta is
preparing to audition for musical
theater programs at various
universities. Duckworth applied to
schools for both musical theater and
political science. Priore and Plowey
have auditioned at Duquesne, while
Jakovac hopes to combine her love
for theater with journalism and
writing. Others plan to major in
fields ranging from criminology and
psychology to mechanical
engineering, showing that musical
theater can exist within a wide range
of passions.

With its layered themes, Chicago
has pushed the cast creatively and
collaboratively. But as the performers
agree, the result makes every long
rehearsal worth it.
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Student Spotlight

Get lo know Freshman Brooklyn Knox
STAFF WRITER CAMILA MARQUEZ MEDINA

Q: How many honors classes do you currently
take?

A: “I take three: German, biology, and math.”
Q: Do you wish to take any AP classes in the

future? If so, list them.
A: “Yes, I do hope to take one or more AP classes,
but I don’t know which ones yet.”

Q: Are you in any extracurricular activities?

A: “Yes, I run cross country and track. Ilove
running with my friends and finding different
places to run. I also love racing because of the
nervous excitement that it gives.”

Q: What university are you planning to attend?
A: “I have no clue yet, but I want it to be a smaller
university in a colder area.”

Q: What are you planning to major in?

A: “I don’t really know yet, but I think that I want
to do something in athletics.”

Q: What are your goals for this year?

A: “I'really want to run fast. I want to start
running the mile in track and run that real fast.
The last time I ran a mile specifically for time was
maybe a year ago, but I've broken that time while
running a sk. In the fall, I want to make varsity
again for cross country.”

Q: What motivates you?

A: “When I run, I am motivated, usually by food. 1
like thinking about what I am going to eat after to
distract me from the run. In school, I am
motivated by the fear of failing and getting in
trouble. That really helps me do good in school.”

Q: What’s an
accomplishment you’'re
proud of?

A: “In early January, 1
ran a half-marathon
with one of my friends,
and it was a ton of fun.
I'm really proud of that
because I never really
thought that I could do
it.”

Q: What'’s the last book
you read, and what was Provided by: Brooklyn Knox
it about?

A: “The last book I read was Educated and it was about
this girl who grew up really religious and her dad
believed that the government and the illuminati were
going to take over and leave them to fend for
themselves. She also later learned that her dad was
bipolar which made her childhood scary because he
didn’t always care about her and her siblings well
beings.”

Q: Where do you see yourself in 10 years?

A: “In ten years, I don’t know where I’ll be, but I hope to
have a big Saint Bernard dog and a small little
Chihuahua. T also hope to own a little Kei truck or a

vintage Volkwagen van.”
Q: Who’s your favorite teacher currently and why?

A: “I don’t want to pick favorites, but you know if T had
to, I would easily choose Ms. Mitchell. She is my
homeroom teacher and she is such a vibe. She is the

sweetest person and is really funny. I also think I like
her because she doesn’t actually teach me anything and
that makes a great teacher.”
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Valentine’s Day Word Search

Can you find them all?

DARSHA KANNAN STAFF WRITER

= o O <= 0O w 0 4 o oo oo W W Z — e S T
w O o O T = 0 = 0 w O Z Z ® v T > o x —
o O < o = o W oo oo 0 > W w wv»w 0O W - I @
T — o o == S = T Y oay = ELMLTCMIRU__.._M
— w W = 0O ZF » >= »>x I _@Jn_n_GEIEn_nJm
w Z Z QO x O - < v » 0O B 2 = oz E gL >
~ L — A o O - a4 0O = ¥ e O — 0O 2 o € Z
L - ~ O O O Z 4 = T <« LW < Z O = I DO m >
& m Z - I o= = = a0 Dn”T”TJuTUDHED
4 = W = O O Z ~ @ = = BEBLHEHIYM
O o a0 = g wn = W om0 = <« O <€ — T QO = w
¥ = I 2 & E wvw > > W Z Z oD 0 wow a0 3O w
I = = »x O o> = U0 O = = — e O 0 O w — ZF
E = w o~ O O 0 0O -4 < v o@m 3 o~ O a4 o D0
®x Z w oo A s O = > 2 8 XEIWUHWSRM
N0 = o W ox W = oo KFJBGENAPL
R < - S > = w O = oL E o 0O m w O O w

v

Yo,

POEM

LOVE

ADMIRER

PRESENTS
ROSES

LOVEBIRDS

CANDY

VALENTINE
FLOWERS

BOUQUET FEBRUARY

CHOCOLATES

o
-
= =
Q
o
<
w
1))
Q
o
o
2
Q
w
9
Q.
=
Q
Q
9
=
&
O
-
Z
3
o
w
o
o
&
w

m
2.
a
<
0
&
2
&
N
>3
o
Q
&




PINE-RICHLAND RAMPAGE-page 10

ISSUE #7 February 12, 2026

PR Local

passion for
inclusion?
Special
Olympics
Pennsylvania
would love
your help in
fostering just
that: inclusion. |
Special

world's largest
sports organization for children and adults with
intellectual disabilities, providing year-round
athletic training and over 100,000 competitions
annually in 30+ Olympic-style sports. On
February 27th, 2026, from 9:00-12:00 PM, at
Accrisure Stadium, Special Olympics
Pennsylvania will be hosting their annual Polar
Plunge fundraiser, their largest event of the year,
to raise $100,000. For the third year in a row,
Pine-Richland Best Buddies club, Unified Bocce,
and JROTC members will be transported by bus
from the high school to dive into freezing water
in support of over 16,000 athletes with
intellectual disabilities. This year, the team has a
goal of raising an ambitious $10,000. Should the
goal be met, PR principal Dr. Hernandez and
superintendent Dr. Miller will brave the waters
for themselves.

- . — said. “The

“Known as
‘freezin’ for a
reason,’ the
& polar Plunge
i raises money for
year-round
sports training,
health, and
leadership
programs,” Dr.
Sipe, event
coordinator,

=i

Special
Olympics lies in empowering individuals with
intellectual disabilities (ID) through a variety of
sports, fostering inclusion, building confidence, and
creating family support networks, ultimately
transforming lives by providing opportunities for
physical fitness, leadership, social connection, and
challenging societal stigma, promoting acceptance for
all abilities. It's a global movement promoting a world
where everyone is welcomed, regardless of ability,
through year-round training and competition.”

Leading this event are seniors Avery Stieg, Unified
Bocce member, and Brody Kirik, Best Buddies
Treasurer, alongside junior Gio Zottola, JROTC
member. Each reached out to businesses to sponsor
the event.

For Stieg, the event is a matter of personal support
as her “younger sister has special needs, and I want to
support as many people like her as possible.”
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Regarding the event’s more widespread
significance, Zottola said, “Each of our clubs has
their very own specific area that they focus on on
their own, but through the Polar Plunge, these
very different things are there to support each
other and to show that people care. It is important
to show no one is alone; there will always be
someone there to be your friend.”

Any individual interested in donating to the
cause or joining the fundraising team should scan
the QR code below. Members of Best Buddies,
Bocce, and JROTC can sign up to take the plunge
by attaining a permission slip from outside Dr.
Sipe’s room 210. Together, we can create a more
welcoming environment for all students— not only
in our own school, but across all of Pennsylvania.

HELP US REACH ~ AGISURE
PLASION - gyR GOAL OF  SFABIVY

SHIESOUTSIDE
$10,000
FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS

SCAN HERE

Cagns) : FERUARY 77
ol
T

!'3.'[-
[=]w."
BE A HERO,
' TAKE THE PLUN

ROOM210,
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Scream 7: Scream 7 is probably one of the movies I'm most excited about this year.
Mainly because I love all the other movies in the franchise. I love this franchise so
much. And I'm so happy to see Neve Campbell back as Sidney Prescott. Although I
was a bit shocked when the trailer came out and that the Meek twins were in the
movie. The trailer was pretty bad in my opinion though with some of the lines just
being terrible. Nonetheless, I'm still excited for the movie to release February 27.

Sunrise On The Reaping: This is definitely the movie I wanna see the most. I'm a huge
hunger games fan. I have at least 2 copies of every book. Literally I could talk about this
franchise all day. It's phenomenal. Plus with the casting for this movie being insanely
perfect I'm so hyped. The trailer was great and the suspense just from the trailer shows
how great this movie is gonna be. Plus the fan films mentions it's just so perfect. The
movie is set to release this November on the 20th.

Ready Or Not Here I Come: The 1st ready or not movie was filled with action and
suspense. Plus the final girl of the 1st movie was insanely resourceful. And is in my
opinion one of the best modern day final girls. This movie sets off after the 1st movie
and Grace is forced to continue playing the game from the previous movie with her
sister. It's set to release on March 27.

Supergirl: I'm not a big DC fan. But this movie based off the trailer really looks good. And
with marvel movies kinda turning out terrible now i’d love to see this movie. It's set to
release on June 26.

The Super Mario Galaxy Movie: I wasn't the biggest fan of the first
mario movie. Sure it had its good moments. But I have higher hopes
for this one just because of Rosalina. And the trailer of course. This
movie is set to release on April 3rd.
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Culture Day Celebration

Pine ‘Township Youth Council Announces February Event
GRACE LOGUE AND VIENNA RESTELLI STAFF WRITERS

On February 13th, the Pine
Township Youth Council will
collaborate with historical and
cultural-based clubs to host a
free after-school event in the
school cafeteria until 4:30 pm.

Similar to an activity fair,
each club has a unique activity
representing its culture at
separate tables for anyone to
take part in. There are around
9 clubs participating,
including German Club, Asian
Culture Club, Spanish Club,
Herstory, and others. These
will be clubs featuring mostly
historical and language factors
due to the theme of this event.
Each club will have its own
activities like origami, games,
and crafts.

If you are in any of the
clubs already mentioned, it is
likely that the club sponsor
has emailed or made a post in
Google Classroom with more
information as to how your
club will be participating at
the separate booth.

Along with the activities of
this celebration, there will be

=I[:1'.'.'
AIEFAL mE2

Provided By: Pine Township Youth Council

food provided by the council.
The goals for Culture Day
are to promote diversity and

Pine Township Youth Council W/ PR Clubs

Culture Day Event

After School in the Cafeteria Fri. Feb 13

cultural appreciation and to
bring students together from
different backgrounds. At
first, the council began to
have challenges with

connections and gathering U ——

PTYC IS HOSTING )

o

L
e

[y

the resources for this big
event they have organized,
but together they are able to
make it all work out with

preparation and | FROM AT THE s
communicating with Dr. 2:36-4:30PM LB LD L UE
C / i$ g ' v
Hernandez. CELEB;;/“ZIISG D oz
The president of this club
P LEARNING ABOUT

is Senior Ryan Moore, and
the vice president is senior
Dalisay Quemado, who is
also the president of the
Asian Culture Club. The
other members include
senior Ella Yanni,

DIFFERENT CULTURES THERE

co-president of the Spanish
club and president of Spire,

Provided By: PTYC

senior Maria Ribeiro, and
sophomore Kara Proctor.
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Culture Day Celebration Continued

The club itself is a non-based school organization History and plans to pursue it in college. Ryan Moore

that works with the local government and school
administration to host these community events. The
members describe the club as a tight-knit group,
often meeting weekly or biweekly at places like
Panera for discussions.

Last year, when they hosted their event centered
around mental wellness, CHANGE, they had about 6
members working on the planning.

Looking into their futures, members have ideas
regarding their college paths, as well as class
recommendations for younger students. Dalisay
Quemado is interested in business and history,
recommending AP Art History as a class that
students should take at some point in their high
school career.

Maria Ribeiro de Senzi Miguel also enjoyed Art

plans to major in biochemical engineering,
recommending students to take stats or AP
Microeconomics. Ella Yanni hopes to go on the
pre-med track and recommends AP Psychology for
future seniors. Kara Proctor is interested in general
education and recommends AP Euro for its
note-taking skills.

Any student interested in joining the Youth
Council is encouraged to reach out to one of the
members via email. Joining this club will promote
community involvement and leadership that also
looks fabulous on college applications.

Make sure to check out pinetownshipyouthcouncil
on Instagram regarding news about Culture Day and
future events! Hope to see you there on February
13th.

Girls' Wrestling in Photos
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Ever since I started debating on the
Forensics team this year with freshman
Kruthi Induri as my debate partner, the
number of friends I've made from different
schools has been the most positive takeaway.
Even thought every Saturday starts painfully
early—usually around 5 a.m.—and yes, waking
up that early is awful, but somehow, knowing
I'll get to see people like Syna, Nikki, or
Aradhya from North Allegheny makes it
completely worth it. The exhaustion fades the
second I walk into the tournament and start
recognizing familiar faces.

Syna and Nikki are both incredible
debaters, and with NA being the biggest and
strongest school, Kruthi and I almost always
end up going against them. On paper, we're
competitors—basically “enemies” for the
day—but in reality, it never feels that way.

Even when we’re technically on opposite
sides of an issue, Syna and Nikki are always
willing to help us out. NA is a tough school to
beat, especially for newer debaters like us.
Syna and Nikki never make us feel small or
inexperienced. If they’re close with the team
we’re about to face, they’ll quietly help us by
telling us what that team is running or what
their case is essentially about. To someone
who isn’t in debate, that might seem like a
tiny thing. But to us, it means everything. It’s
kindness without obligation—help given
simply because they care.

What makes this even more special is that
we don’t even go to the same school.

We only see each other at competitions, yet we still

text often and make plans to hang out whenever we can.

Debate has pushed me out of my comfort zone socially,
and I've realized I'm way more social than I ever
thought—sometimes even when I probably shouldn’t be.
Still, through debate, Kruthi, Divy, and I have built so
many friendships and connections beyond PR.
Some of my favorite memories aren’t even about rounds
or trophies. They’re about laughing between rounds,
teasing guys from our school and other schools, joking
around with random people, and taking completely
unnecessary pictures in front of strangers. Those
moments—messy, chaotic, and unplanned—are what
make debate feel like more than just a competitive
activity. They make it feel like a community.
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