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Chemistry

What is the course like?

The Chemistry qualification is designed as a two-year
course containing a combination of theoretical studies and
practical investigations which will help the student to gain
the understanding of different chemical concepts.

The main areas of study for IGCSE Chemistry are given
below:

Atomic structure and the periodic table

Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter

Chemical changes

Chemical analysis

Acids, bases and salts

Quantitative chemistry

Periodicity

The rate and extent of chemical change

Energy changes

Organic chemistry

Chemical analysis

How will | be assessed?

All students will complete 2 exam papers. Both exams will
include multiple choice, structured, and open-response
questions.

Written exam: 1 hour 30

: 50%
minutes
Written exam: 1 hour 30

: 50%
minutes

What can | do with the course?

An IGCSE Chemistry is accepted by universities and
employers as proof of essential knowledge and ability.It is
an essential course for those who wish to study IB Chemistry
and very helpful if you wish to study IB Biology.

For any students thinking about studying degrees like
Medicine, Chemistry, Pharmacology, Toxicology, Chemical
Engineering and of materials, Analytical chemistry and
Forensics.

Physics

What is the course like?

IGCSE Physics is a journey into the world of how and
why physical things work, how these things interact with
each other and how we can use them to develop new or
existing technology. Physics explains, how your mobile
phone works, how electric motors work and where
the energy to power the modern world comes from. It
is the study of non-living things such as energy, light,
telecommunications, electricity and radioactivity. The
course features mathematical equations and problem
solving. It is a practical and logical science course designed
to develop a student’s understanding of the physical world
around them, as well as providing useful practical skills and
knowledge of common everyday physical concepts.

The main units of study for IGCSE Physics are given below:
Forces and their effects
Energy
Waves
Particle model of matter
Generating and distributing electricity
Nuclear Physics
Space Physics

How will | be assessed?

All students will complete 2 exam papers. Both exams will
include multiple choice, structured, and open-response
questions.

Written exam: 1 hour 30

) 50%
minutes
Written exam: 1 hour 30

. 50%
minutes

What can | do with the course?
An IGCSE physics will enable you to progress onto IB
Physics. Students looking to enter the areas listed below
should study IGCSE Physics:
+  Architecture

Engineering

Aviation

Construction

Transport Systems

Design and manufacturing

Automotive industry
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Business

What is the course like?

Ever wondered why Snapchat is valued at $18bn, how the
iPhone went from being an idea in someone’s head to the
world’s best-selling consumer electronic product?

Or how Google's corporate culture allows the freedom for
workers to thrive and show their creativity?

IGCSE Business may not make you a millionaire by the time
you are 21, but it will give you an insight into the dynamic
world of business which exists all around us and provide
a useful introduction to the skills and disciplines that all
budding entrepreneurs need to realise their business
ambitions.

In Year 10: You will be introduced to the nature of business
activity and the different ways in which businesses are
organised. You will begin to recognise the importance of
sales, marketing and product development, including how
to identify and satisfy customer needs. You will also learn
about how businesses recruit and select their employees an
how they motivate them to maximise output

In Year 11: You will start to learn that every business
decision has financial implications and will be taught how
to calculate profit, the importance of cash and how to
analyse and compare the financial performance of different
companies. You will also be taught about different methods
of production and how external influences, such as the
economy affect businesses

How will | be assessed?
The course is assessed through two external IGCSE papers.
There is no coursework element.

What is assessed
- Content from any part of the syllabus may be assessed.

How is it assessed

Written Exam: 1 hour and 30 minutes
- 80 marks

- 50% of total Mark

Questions:
Four questions requiring a mixture of short
answers and structured data responses.

What is assessed
- Content from any part of the syllabus may be assessed.

How is it assessed

- Written Exam: 1 hour and 30 minutes
+ 80 marks

- 50% of total Mark

Questions:
Four questions based on a case study, provided as an
insert with the paper.

What can | do with the course?

IGCSE Business provides an excellent foundation for many
courses at International Baccalaureate and University
level, including Business Management, Economics and
Accounting.

Business is all around us and virtually every one of us
becomes a player in the business world at some stage, as
a customer, employee, supplier or even a business owner;
an early understanding of business realities may help to
prepare you for a more satisfying career later on in life.

Microsoft Office Specialist Certification

What is the course like?

The Microsoft Office Specialist certification program
provides industry-leading assessments of skills and
knowledge through new project-based  testing,
giving students real-world exercises to appraise their
understanding of Microsoft Office. It demonstrates an
individual's overall comprehension and deep expertise of
Microsoft Office programs.

Microsoft Office Specialist boosts academic performance,
prepares students for the demands of college, and opens
doors to career opportunities.

Students will be taught how to competently use the
Microsoft Office Products. Lessons will largely be of a
practical nature. Once the students have been taught the
relevant skills they can complete a benchmark exam to
establish if they are ready for the official exam.

How will | be assessed?

The Microsoft Office Specialist certification validates
proficiency with the Microsoft Office suite. Exams are
available on these Microsoft Office products: Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, Outlook and Access. You are assessed via a
50-minute timed exam for each product. You will receive
an official Microsoft certificate.

What can | do with the course?

Workforce Benefits:

+97% of hiring managers feel credential holders have an
advantage over those without.

+91% of hiring managers consider employee certification
a criterion for hiring.

+85% of supervisors report that certified employees are
more productive and require less supervision*

+80% of recruiters say that Microsoft Office skills validation
is important.

Career Benefits:

+81% produce higher quality of work

+92% feel confident in their abilities

+52% say their expertise is more sought after within their
organisation

*45% have implemented efficiencies

+37% have received salary increases

B Microsoft

These Microsoft Office Specialist certification
exams are officially endorsed by Microsoft.




Art and Design

What is the course like?

Students follow the Fine Art endorsement, a course of study
that supports personal interests while embracing local and
cultural influences.

The course consists of two components: a personal
portfolio and an externally set assignment, allowing
students to demonstrate their creativity, skills, and ideas
through media and subject matter that inspire them. Areas
of study include drawing, painting, lens- and light-based
media, printmaking, and mixed media. Students are guided
through structured skill-building activities that introduce a
range of materials and processes, which they then adapt
and develop to create personal responses.

The course encourages enjoyment and creative
fulfilment while fostering key transferable skills, including
visual investigation, critical understanding of sources,
experimentation and refinement of ideas, and confident use
of visual language to realise meaningful artistic intentions

How will | be assesed?
The two components are equally weighted for assesment

100% Coursework

Internally set and

0
externally marked. 20%

Personal Portfolio

Externally set
assignment

Externally set and

50%
externally marked ’

What can | do with the course?

Art offers powerful ways to communicate ideas that go
beyond written and spoken language, enabling individuals
to express, question, and connect through visual means.
It plays a vital role in shaping our understanding of visual
language, identity, and culture, and is deeply embedded in
contemporary life and the creative industries.

Studying art and design encourages curiosity, creativity, and
critical thinking, opening doors to a wide range of future
pathways. These include careers in fine art, architecture,
interior and graphic design, illustration, photography,
fashion and costume design, jewellery and furniture design,
education, conservation and restoration, as well as many
other creative and interdisciplinary fields.

Media Studies

What is the course like?

International GCSE Media Studies explores how media
reflects, shapes and challenges culture and the world we
live in. Students develop analytical, creative and critical
thinking skills, learning to understand and question the
messages and values that influence society.

Does studying the media mean watching lots of films, then?
No, students will need to explore lots of different media
products. The power that the media has is huge. Think
about the idea that the average adult consumes media
for almost 8 hours a day, and within that time, they are
being bombarded by other people’s ideas and opinions
and images of the world and its people. How someone
responds to that will affect their ideas about people, places
and society, politics and culture, of themselves and of their
place in the world.

Media Studies will help you to develop skills that you'll
be able to use in your other subjects such as critical
thinking, analysis, research, planning, practical skills, time
management, essay writing skills and more.

How will | be assessed?

Creative Non-Exam
Assessed Coursework

Exam at End of Year 11

50% 50%

As an International GCSE Media Studies student, you will
analyse how media products use images, sounds, language
and representations to create meaning. You will explore the
media industry and how it shapes the production of media,
as well as media audiences, considering who consumes
media and how different people may be affected in
different ways. You will study lots of different media forms,
such as:

« Television Newspapers
Film -+ Social & Participatory
Advertising & Marketing Media
Magazines Podcast & Radio

What can | do with the course?

During the GCSE Media course, you will develop and
practice a range of skills that prepare you for progression
to IB study and support learning in subjects such as Film,
English, Humanities and Social Sciences. Looking ahead,
many universities offer courses in Media, Coonmunications

and Cultural Studies, and studying Media at GCSE provides
a strong foundation for these pathways. Beyond university,
the media is a rapidly growing industry with a wide range
of career opportunities, and GCSE Media Studies is an
excellent starting point for students interested in careers in
television and film, journalism, advertising and marketing,
digital and social media, interactive media, writing and
publishing, and the cultural and creative industries.



Drama

What is the course like?

GCSE Drama offers candidates the opportunities to develop
their practical skills and to enhance their appreciation
and understanding of drama and a range of play texts.
An interest in performance and a proficiency in literacy is
necessary for candidates to undertake the course of study.
You must be focused and dedicated as you are assessed on
your application in some lessons.

How will | be assessed?
There are three components to GCSE drama - two practical
and one written exam.

Component 1:

Understanding Drama 40% of total mark

What is assessed

- Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre
through the study of one set play

- Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre
makers

How is it assessed

« Section A: Multiple choice

« Section B: Four questions on a given extract from the
set play chosen

« Section C: One two part question (from a choice)
on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre
production

Component 2:
Devising drama (practical) 40% of total mark

What is assessed

- Process of creating devised drama and a performance of
devised drama (students may contribute as performer
or designer)

- Analysis and evaluation of own work

How is it assessed

- Devising log (60 marks)

- Devised performance (20 marks)

- This component is marked by teachers and moderated
by the Exam Board

Component 3:
Texts in practice (practical) 20% of total mark

What is assessed

- Performance of two extracts from one play (students
may contribute as performer or designer)

- Free choice of play but it must contrast with the set play
chosen for Component 1

How is it assessed

- Performance of Extract 1 (25 marks) and Extract 2 (25
marks) — (50 marks in total)

« This component is marked by the AQA Exam Board.

What can | do with the course?

Preparation for further courses in Theatre Arts and
leading to careers in performing, design, aspects of
theatre management, public relations, directing, drama
in education and in the community.

Music

What is the course like?

GCSE Musicis a practical, creative and academically rigorous
course built around performing, composing and listening/
appraising. Students study a wide range of music, from
Bach and Beethoven to film music, popular genres, world
music traditions and contemporary electronic styles.

Students must be open-minded and willing to engage
with music beyond their personal tastes. This curiosity
and willingness to explore unfamiliar styles is essential for
success and enjoyment on the course.

Current instrumental ability is not the most important
factor when choosing GCSE Music. What matters far
more is commitment, motivation and a willingness to
practise regularly. Students are expected to develop their
performance skills over the two years, typically reaching
approximately Grade 4-5 standard by the end of the course.
This level is not required at the start, but steady progress
through focused practice is essential. Vocals are fully
recognised as a performance instrument and are assessed
in exactly the same way as instrumental performance.

It is strongly recommended that students receive regular
instrumental or vocal tuition (in school or externally) to
support their progress.

Composition is a major part of the course and may be
completed in any musical style. Students compose using
professional music software in the recording studio,
developing skills that reflect how musicians work in the
modern digital age. Technical writing and composing skills
are taught throughout the course, but students must show
creativity, independence and an experimental approach in
order to achieve high marks.

How will I be assessed?
Partly by coursework, partly by exam, as follows:

Performance

- Two pieces, recorded
- Coursework
- 30% of total mark

Composition

- Two pieces, recorded
- Coursework
- 30% of total mark

- Written paper of Thr 45mins
« Exam
- 40% of total mark

What can | do with the course?

GCSE Music provides an excellent foundation for further
study at IB level and beyond. It supports careers in
performance, composition, music technology, teaching,
sound engineering, media and the creative industries.
Even for students who do not pursue music professionally,
GCSE Music is highly valued. It demonstrates self-discipline,
Creativity, teamwork, problem-solving, independence and
commitment, qualities sought after by colleges, universities
and employers across all sectors.
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French

What is the course like?

The IGCSE French course will equip you to use spoken and
written French in practical everyday situations — on holiday,
at the shops or restaurants etc. and also offers valuable
insights into the culture where French is spoken.

You will study the following topic areas:
Home and Abroad

«  Education and Employment
Personal Life and Relationships

« The World around us
Social activities, Fitness and Health

A good knowledge of vocabulary and grammar is essential.
There will be reading and listening comprehension exercises
and writing will take on more importance. The writing tasks
will require a more detailed response.

The oral work, for which the base was laid during Key Stage
3, continues to be an important part of the lessons in Years
10 and 11.

How will | be assessed?

The IGCSE French examination is designed to test ability
in the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.
There are 2 written papers and one oral assessment.

Listening and Responding 25%

Reading and Writing 50%

Speaking assessment 25%

What can | do with the course?

Why study French?

Knowledge of foreign languages is a great advantage
in almost all professions. Language skills are becoming
increasingly sought-after in today’s employment market,
and those with several languages to offer are likely to be
considered most favourably by universities and future
employers. In today’s job market, it is imperative to be
multilingual. Knowledge of French opens doors to a whole
range of different careers in the fields of languages, law,
diplomacy, but also medicine, the environment, business,
engineering and science and technology.

Geography

What is the course like?

Geography is the study of planet Earth, the human and
physical processes that influence it and the people who
live on it. Students studying the subject develop an
understanding of the natural processes shaping our planet
and an appreciation of the impact human activity has on
them. The two-year course helps students to develop not
only an increased respect for the natural environment but
also a consideration of the challenges facing populations at
alocal, national and international scale.

An important aspect of the course involves students
collecting, presenting and interpreting geographical data.
This information is obtained through practical fieldwork
investigations and interpretation of secondary data. The
syllabus is divided into a variety of human and physical
themes, which are closely interrelated.

Themes in Year 10:
Population and settlement
Climatic vegetation zones: tropical rainforests & deserts
Weathering and erosion
Hydrology and fluvial processes
Coastal and marine processes
Plate tectonics
Fieldwork

Themes in Year 11:

- Economic activities: agriculture, manufacturing and
tourism

«  Environmental risks
Water supply and scarcity

- Energy and environment
Development

+  Revision

How will I be assessed?
Assessment of the course is by three externally marked
exam papers.

Standard question and answer 450
format
Data response: maps and 275%
graphs

(@IEIAVYg 'l [ieldwork component 27.5%

What can | do with the course?
Geography is highly valued as businesses and governments
increasingly focus on environmental sustainability.

Geographers understand many of the big challenges
facing the world such as climate change, globalisation,
sustainability and development. IGCSE Geography helps
students to gain a global perspective, a sense of world
interdependence, a concern for human welfare and respect
for the environment. Geographers are flexible, tolerant and
independent thinkers. These qualities are much sought-
after by employers in all fields.

Geography is an excellent all-round subject, which fits into
most areas of further study and career paths, for example,
Law, Aviation, Civil Engineering, Architecture, Politics,
Meteorology and Hazard Management, International
organisations and charities.

Geography provides a relevant, interesting and challenging
bridge between the Arts and Sciences.
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Global Perspectives

What is the course like?

Cambridge  IGCSE  Global ~ Perspectives  provides
opportunities for enquiry into, and reflection on, key
global issues from different perspectives: personal, local,
national and global. Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives
encourages awareness of global problems and offers
a range of opportunities to explore solutions through
cooperation and collaboration.

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives candidates will
have opportunities to acquire and apply a range of skills to
support them in these challenges, including:

Researching, analysing and evaluating information
Developing and justifying a line of reasoning
Reflecting on processes and outcomes
Communicating information and reasoning
Collaborating to achieve a common outcome

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives emphasises the
development and application of skills rather than the
acquisition of knowledge. Candidates develop transferable
skills that will be useful for further study and for young
people as active citizens of the future.

How will | be assessed?

Component 1:

Written Examination 35% of total mark

1 hour 25 minutes

- Candidates answer four compulsory questions based
on a range of sources provided with the paper

- This component is externally assessed 70 marks

<

Component 2:

Individual Report 30% of total mark

- Candidates research one topic area (from a choice of

eight) of personal, local and/or national and global
significance and submit one report based on their
research

- The title is devised by candidates themselves
- The report must be 1500-2000 words and written in

continuous prose

- This component is internally set and externally marked

60 marks

Component 3:

Team Project 35% of total mark

- Candidates devise and develop a collaborative project

into an aspect of one topic (from a choice of eight).
This choice of project must allow for the exploration of
different cultural perspectives

- The Team Project comprises two elements
- Team Element
- Candidates produce as a team one Outcome and one

Explanation as a Collaboration. The Explanation must
be 200-300 words. (25 marks)

- Personal Element
- Candidates each write a Reflective Paper on their

research, contribution and personal learning

« The paper must be 750-1000 words. (45 marks)
- This component is internally assessed and externally

moderated (70 marks)

History

What is the course like?
The IGCSE History course covers:

The Inter-War Years, 1919-1939

This study focuses on the inter-war period. It looks at
the failures after World War 1 to secure peace, ultimately
resulting in World War 2.

Topics include:
Was the Treaty of Versailles Fair?
To what extent was the League of Nations a Success?
How far was Hitler's foreign policy to blame for the
outbreak of war in Europe in 1939?

International Relations 1945-1949

This study focuses on the Cold War, looking at the
disagreements between the wartime allies, focusing on the
USA and the USSR.

Topics include:
Who was to Blame for the Cold War?
How Effectively did the USA contain the spread of
Communism?
How secure was the USSR’s control over Eastern Europe,
1948-1989.

Germany 1919-1939
The study of Germany takes in the main events of the 1920s
and Hitler’s rise and rule in the 1930s.

Topics include
The Weimar Repubilic
The Rise of Hitler and the Nazis
Life under Nazi Rule in Germany

Skills to be taught
This course focuses largely on the development of student
skills, yet is a very popular course due to the topics studied.
Students have a chance to go into more depth on areas
previously studied, such as Hitler and the Nazis. Many of
the topics we cover are very relevant to today’s news, thus
giving students a good insight into current affairs.
Skills which are taught include:

An awareness of chronology in history

Knowledge and understanding

Interpretation of differing opinions through sources

Methods of historical enquiry

Organisation and communication of work

How will | be assessed?
The final IGCSE exam consists of two papers and a piece of
coursework.

2 hours
Answer three structured questions (2 on the Inter-War
Years and International Relations / 1 on Germany

1 hour 45 minute
This is a source-based exam based on a pre-chosen
topic

A coursework task based on the effects of the Great
Depression on Germany.

What can | do with the course?

The study of History prepares students for a wide range
of opportunities for future careers. It teaches a student to
write effectively and expressively, to think critically, to weigh
values and to communicate ideas. These will all help in the
pursuit of a career in a variety of fields e.g. law, journalism,
politics and public relations..the list is endless. History is
an intellectual subject and those who study it are highly
regarded by universities. In fact, is there a good reason why
you shouldn't opt for it?
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Physical Education

What is the course like?

The syllabus provides candidates with an opportunity to
study both the practical and theoretical aspects of Physical
Education. Itis also designed to foster enjoymentin physical
activity. The knowledge gained should enable candidates
to develop an understanding of effective and safe physical
performance.

50% of the course is based on practical ability in 4 sports.
Each sport is graded against a set criteria out of 25 marks.
All physical activities are filmed and sent to external
moderators to be assessed.

How will | be assessed?

50% of the course is based on a theory examination.
This Thr 45m exam is taken at the end of year 11. The
theory aspect of the course focuses on:

Anatomy and Physiology including Biomechanics

Health, Fitness and Training

Skill Acquisition and Psychology of Sport

Social, Cultural and Ethics of Sport
50% of the course is based on practical ability in 4
sports. Fach sport is graded against a set criteria out of
25 marks. All physical activities are filmed and sent to
external moderators to be assessed.

It is advised that students choose sports they already
perform at a high standard in. Ideally they will already
represent a club or school team in their chosen sports.

The Physical activities will include:
Basketball
Football
Table Tennis
Cross-Country
Competitive Swimming
Personal Survival
Track and field athletics

Other sports will only be considered for assessment if they
are already performed at a high standard and they are
included in the official Cambridge syllabus.

Component 1:
Written Paper 50% of total mark

Paper 1 (1 hour 45 minutes)

Section A

Candidates complete short answer questions on each of

the three units:

- Factors affecting performance

- Health, safety and training

« Reasons and opportunities for participation in physical
activity

Section B
Candidates answer three structured questions, one from
each of the three units they have studied.

Component 2:

Centre based assessment 50% of total mark

- Candidates choose to undertake four practical activities
from at least two of the seven categories listed

Why study Physical Education at IGCSE?

IGCSE PE gives the learner knowledge, skills and
understanding of a range of relevant physical activities. It
is an excellent foundation for advanced study at either IB
or university and for those who wish to go into the sports
industry in either physiotherapy, coaching, management,
psychology, personal training and many more.

It allows the ability to plan, perform and evaluate physical
activities and what makes effective and safe performance.
Also, it provides a better understanding of the role of sport
and physical activity in society and in the wider world.
It continues the importance and enjoyment of physical
activity beyond the classroom.

For any further questions, please speak to a member of
the PE Department or visit the Cambridge website at
http://www.cie.org.uk



Psychology

What is the course like?
Psychology is the study of human behaviour. Students -  Psychotherapists and psychologists of various fields —
studying IGCSE Psychology will get an introduction into for example, clinical, educational and child psychology.
the way psychologists study behaviour as well as an  «  Retail and marketing
understanding of the studies and experiments that have Human resources management
led to today’s theories. - Counselling and Careers advisor

Education — secondary, further and higher education

This engaging and effective qualification introduces
students to the fundamentals of psychology, developing
critical analysis, independent thinking and research skills.
The ideal student for psychology will have an interest in - o S
studying human behaviour from a scientific point of view * - 2 i / (E
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Unit 1: Cognition and behaviour

- Memory

« Perception

- Biopsychology

« Research methods

Unit 2: Social context and behaviour

- Social influence

- Language, thought, and communication
- Psychological

« Research Methods

How will | be assessed? ; R - T’] A .
The course is assessed through two external IGCSE papers [ Y -~ A NN " LA
(each lasting 2 hours) sat at the end of Year 11. The " 5 S
aggregate mark from both papers determines the overall
grade awarded. There is no coursework element.

What can | do with the course?

IGCSE Psychology is designed to give students a sound
understanding and appreciation of psychology that will
provide a good grounding for continued study of courses
at International Baccalaureate and university.

Studying psychology enables students to have a more
open and tolerant nature when observing behaviour in
others. A background in psychology can lead to, or support,
a number of career paths:
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