
Somers High School 
& The New York 

State Portrait of a 
Graduate

Preparing Our Students for College, 
Career, and Civic Readiness



Somers 
High 
School: 

Preparing 
graduates 
for the 
future

Agenda: 

• Understanding the Portrait of 
Graduate and changing NYS 
Graduation Requirements

• What courses capture 
students’ attention? 

• How do BOCES programs help 
our students? 

• Robotics demonstration



The Portrait defines 
what all NYS 

students should 
know and be able to 
do upon graduation

Six Attributes:
1. Academically Prepared
2. Creative Innovator
3. Critical Thinker
4. Effective Communicator
5. Global Citizen
6. Reflective & Future Focused 

Goal: Move beyond Regents-based 
compliance to demonstration of 
mastery through authentic 
learning.



Statewide 
Transition 
Timeline

• 2025–26: PoG rubrics and 
guidance released

• 2026–27: Financial Literacy and 
Climate Education required

• 2027–28: Regents exams 
optional; single diploma model

• 2029–30: New transcript 
showing proficiency in PoG
attributes

Somers will align local work with 
each implementation phase.



Learning 
Beyond the 
Classroom

Redefined credits will recognize 
learning outside traditional courses:
• Senior Experience, MYP Community 

(Gr. 8) & Personal project (Gr. 10), 
• Work-based and service-learning 

experiences
• CDOS (Career Dev & Occupational 

Studies) 
• Graduation Seals: Biliteracy & Civic 

Readiness



Curriculum & 
Instruction 
Alignment

Existing programs already support 
Portrait of Graduate outcomes:

• PLTW, AP/IB, Senior Experience: 
Inquiry, problem solving, resilience

• World Languages & Seal of 
Biliteracy: Communication and 
cultural competence

• Social Studies & Seal of Civic 
Readiness: Citizenship and 
community involvement

• Arts & CTE (Career & Technical Education): 
Authentic, performance-based 
assessment

• Financial Math, IB Business: Real 
world readiness



What do students say is the most interesting, 
important, or unique class  they’ve taken at SHS? 



Hearing from 
our BOCES 
students: 

How has a BOCES 
program prepared 
you for the real 
world? 



Hands-on Learning: 
Robotics 

Demonstration
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